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Contents
 1. ‘Disabled’ by Wilfred Owen
 2. ‘A Dream Lies Dead’ by Dorothy Parker
 3. ‘I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings’ by Maya Angelou
 Complete all the tasks on the poems ‘Disabled’ and ‘A Dream Lies
 Dead’ and then using your own analytical skills, prepare an essay plan
 for ‘I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.’
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He sat in a wheeled chair, waiting for dark, And shivered in his ghastly suit of grey, Legless, sewn short at elbow. Through the park Voices of boys rang saddening like a hymn, Voices of play and pleasure after day, Till gathering sleep had mothered them from him.
 About this time Town used to swing so gay When glow-lamps budded in the light-blue trees And girls glanced lovelier as the air grew dim, — In the old times, before he threw away his knees. Now he will never feel again how slim Girls' waists are, or how warm their subtle hands, All of them touch him like some queer disease.
 There was an artist silly for his face, For it was younger than his youth, last year. Now he is old; his back will never brace; He's lost his colour very far from here, Poured it down shell-holes till the veins ran dry, And half his lifetime lapsed in the hot race, And leap of purple spurted from his thigh. One time he liked a bloodsmear down his leg, After the matches carried shoulder-high. It was after football, when he'd drunk a peg, He thought he'd better join. He wonders why . . . Someone had said he'd look a god in kilts.
 That's why; and maybe, too, to please his Meg, Aye, that was it, to please the giddy jilts, He asked to join. He didn't have to beg; Smiling they wrote his lie; aged nineteen years. Germans he scarcely thought of; and no fears Of Fear came yet. He thought of jewelled hilts For daggers in plaid socks; of smart salutes; And care of arms; and leave; and pay arrears; Esprit de corps; and hints for young recruits. And soon, he was drafted out with drums and cheers.
 Some cheered him home, but not as crowds cheer Goal.
 Only a solemn man who brought him fruits
 Thanked him; and then inquired about his soul.
 Now, he will spend a few sick years in Institutes,
 And do what things the rules consider wise,
 And take whatever pity they may dole.
 To-night he noticed how the women's eyes
 Passed from him to the strong men that were whole.
 How cold and late it is! Why don't they come
 And put him into bed? Why don't they come?

Page 4
						

Context
 Wilfred Owen joined the war at the age of 22. During the war, he saw the worst of the battlefield and be-
 gan to write poetry to document his perspective on the way. In 1917, he was affected by an explosion
 and sent to a war hospital in England. Afterwards, he returned to service and died in battle in 1918.
 Start by summarising the main ideas in each stanza. Use the chart below:
 Stanza 1
 Stanza 2
 Stanza 3
 Stanza 4
 Stanza 5
 Rhyme is used throughout the poem. The trick is to identify significant examples of rhyme. Look at the following example of rhyme from the poem:
 Nineteen years No fears Pay arrears
 He was drafted out with drums and cheers
 What connection can you establish between the rhyming words? What do you think Owen is trying to say at this point?
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1. What effect does the alliteration in the phrase ‘ghastly suit of grey’ have on the
 reader?
 2. Why do you think Owen repeats the noun ‘Voices’ in lines 4 and 5?
 3. What impact does the personification of sleep in the line ‘Till gathering sleep had
 mothered them from him’ have on the reader? How are we supposed to feel for the
 man?
 4. What do you learn about the man’s situation from the simile ‘All of them touch
 him like some queer disease’?
 5. Polyptoton is where a word is repeated in different forms. An example of this
 from the poem is ‘and no fears / of Fear came yet’. Why do you think Owen has
 used this device to draw attention to ‘fear’?
 6. What does the use of the rhetorical questions at the end of the poem emphasise
 for the man?
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The feelings below are evident across the poem. Identify a quotation that you think presents this feeling to the reader:
 Sadness
 Nostalgia
 Happiness
 Regret
 What is Owen’s overall message in this poem? What does he want the reader to
 learn from this poem?
 On the next page is an exam practice planning grid. Complete this for the poem
 ‘Disabled’ using all of your notes and answers to the above questions.
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Opening—
 summary of
 the main idea
 expressed in
 the poem
 Attitude ./
 feeling / idea 1
 Quotation:
 Lang / structural feature—key word focus:
 Attitude /
 feeling / idea 2
 Quotation:
 Lang / structural feature—key word focus:
 Quotation: Attitude /
 feeling / idea 3
 Lang / structural feature—key word focus:
 Conclusion—
 poet’s
 Intention /
 message
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A dream lies dead here. May you softly go
 Before this place, and turn away your eyes,
 Nor seek to know the look of that which dies
 Importuning Life for life. Walk not in woe,
 But, for a little, let your step be slow.
 And, of your mercy, be not sweetly wise
 With words of hope and Spring and tenderer skies.
 A dream lies dead; and this all mourners know:
 Whenever one drifted petal leaves the tree
 Though white of bloom as it had been
 before
 And proudly waitful of fecundity-
 One little loveliness can be no more;
 And so must Beauty bow her imperfect
 head
 Because a dream has joined the wistful
 dead!
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Context
 Dorothy Parker was an American poet, short story writer, and critic. She came from a conflicted and unhappy childhood but gained success as a writer. Dorothy married three times but none of the marriages worked out and her failed relationships are reflected in the poetry she writes.
 Start by summarising the main ideas in each stanza. Use the chart below:
 How do the ideas change from stanza 1 to stanza 2?
 Stanza 1
 Stanza 2
 Rhyme is used throughout the poem. The trick is to identify significant ex-amples of rhyme. Look at the following example of rhyme from the poem:
 As it had been before / no more
 Bow her imperfect head / has joined the wistful dead
 What connection can you establish between the rhyming words? What do you think Parker is trying to say at this point?
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1. What is the impact of the short sentence at the start of the poem?
 2. What do the words ‘importuning’ and ‘fecundity’ mean?
 3. Find two examples of alliteration in stanza 1. What are these examples and
 how do they affect the pace of the poem and therefore the reading of it?
 4. A number of gentle imperatives are used in stanza 1. Copy out any examples
 of imperatives that you can see and explain why you think the poet has used so
 many in the first stanza.
 5. Polyptoton is where a word is repeated in different forms. An example of this
 from the poem is ‘Life for life.’ Why do you think Parker has used this device to
 draw attention to ‘life’?
 6. What is personified in stanza 2 and why?
 7. What is the effect of the exclamation mark at the end of stanza 2?
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The feelings below are evident across the poem. Identify a quotation that you think presents this feeling to the reader:
 Sadness
 Contentment
 Mourning
 What is Parker’s overall message in this poem? What does she want the reader to
 learn from this poem?
 On the next page is an exam practice planning grid. Complete this for the poem ‘A
 Dream Lies Dead’ using all of your notes and answers to the above questions.
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Opening—
 summary of
 the main idea
 expressed in
 the poem
 Attitude ./
 feeling / idea 1
 Quotation:
 Lang / structural feature—key word focus:
 Attitude /
 feeling / idea 2
 Quotation:
 Lang / structural feature—key word focus:
 Quotation: Attitude /
 feeling / idea 3
 Lang / structural feature—key word focus:
 Conclusion—
 poet’s
 Intention /
 message
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The free bird leaps on the back of the wind and floats downstream till the current ends and dips his wings in the orange sun rays and dares to claim the sky. But a bird that stalks down his narrow cage can seldom see through his bars of rage his wings are clipped and his feet are tied so he opens his throat to sing. The caged bird sings with fearful trill of the things unknown but longed for still and his tune is heard on the distant hill for the caged bird sings of freedom The free bird thinks of another breeze and the trade winds soft through the sighing trees and the fat worms waiting on a dawn-bright lawn and he names the sky his own. But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream his wings are clipped and his feet are tied so he opens his throat to sing The caged bird sings with a fearful trill of things unknown but longed for still and his tune is heard on the distant hill for the caged bird sings of freedom
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 summary of
 the main idea
 expressed in
 the poem
 Attitude ./
 feeling / idea 1
 Quotation:
 Lang / structural feature—key word focus:
 Attitude /
 feeling / idea 2
 Quotation:
 Lang / structural feature—key word focus:
 Quotation: Attitude /
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 poet’s
 Intention /
 message
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