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Identity in Race
 • “If growing up is painful for the southern black girl, being aware of her displacement is the rust on the razor that threatens the throat.”
 • “The Black female is assaulted in her tender years by all those common forces of nature at the same time she is caught in the tripartite crossfire of masculine prejudice, white illogical hate and Black lack of power.”
 • “The white kids were going to have a chance to become Galileos and Madame Curies and Edisons and Gauguins, and our boys (the girls weren't even in on it) would try to be Jesse Owenses and Joe Louises.”

Page 3
						

Identity in Abandonment
 • “I knew immediately why she had sent me away. She was too beautiful to have children. I had never seen a woman as pretty as she who was called "Mother“.”

Page 4
						

Identity in home• “The barrenness of Stamps was exactly what I wanted, without will or consciousness. After St. Louis, with its noise and activity, its trucks and buses, and loud gatherings, I welcomed the obscure lanes and lonely bungalows set back deep in dirt yards.”
 • “The city became for me the ideal of what I wanted to be as a grown-up. Friendly, but never gushing, cool but not frigid or distant, distinguished without the awful stiffness.”

Page 5
						

Identity in People• “He held me so softly that I wished he wouldn't ever let me go. I felt at home.”
 • “Bailey was the greatest person in my world. And the fact that he was my brother, my only brother, and I had no sisters to share him with, was such a good fortune…”
 • “A boyfriend's acceptance of me would guide me into that strange and exotic land of frills and femininity.”

Page 6
						

Identity in Physical Appearance• “…one day I would awake out of my
 black ugly dream, and my real hair, which was long and blond, would take the place of the kinky mass that momma wouldn’t let me straighten out…”
 • “Ritie, don't worry 'cause you ain't pretty. Plenty pretty women I seen digging ditches or worse. You smart. I swear to God, I rather you have a good mind than a cute behind.”
 • “Signs with arrows around the barbecue pit pointed MEN, WOMEN, and CHILDREN toward fading lanes, grown over since last year. […] So when the urge hit me to relieve myself, I headed toward another direction”

Page 7
						

Identity in Experiences• “To be left alone on the tightrope of
 youthful unknowing is to experience the excruciating beauty of full freedom and the threat of eternal indecision. Few, if any, survive their teens. Most surrender to the vague but murderous pressure of adult conformity. It becomes easier to die and avoid conflict than to maintain a constant battle with the superior forces of maturity.”• “Without willing it, I had gone from being ignorant of being
 ignorant to being aware of being aware. And the worst part of my awareness was that I didn't know what I was aware of. I knew I knew very little, but I was certain that the things I had yet to learn wouldn't be taught to me at George Washington High School. ”
 • "See, you don't have to think about doing the right thing. If you're for the right thing, then you do it without thinking."
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