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1Maya Angelou

2ABOUT THE AUTHOR Born on April 4th 1928 in St.Louis,
MissouriRaised in Stamps, ArkansasAn author, poet, historian,
songwriter, playwright, dancer, stage and screen producer,
director, singer, performer, African-american activist, and civil
rights activist. Wrote many volumes of poetry and this poem is a
true story of her life. Examples are phenomenal woman and still I
riseShe has published seven autobiographies, three books of essays,
and several books of poetry, and is credited with a list of plays,
movies, and television shows spanning more than fifty years.
Examples are I know why the caged bird sings and Just Give Me a
Cool Drink of Water 'fore I Diiie

3MAJOR AWARD & NOMINATIONSNational Book Awardnomination forI
Know Why the Caged Bird SingsPulitzer Prizenomination for her book
of poetry,Just Give Me a Cool Drink of Water 'fore I DiiieTony
Awardnomination for her role in the 1973 playLook AwayIn 1995,
Angelou was recognized by her publishing company,Bantam Books, for
having the longest-running record (two years) onThe New York Times
Paperback Nonfiction Bestseller ListAwarded the Presidential Medal
of Arts in 2000 & Lincoln Medal in 2008I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings

The free bird leaps on the back of the wind and floats
downstream till the current ends and dips his wings in the orange
sun rays and dares to claim the sky.

But a bird that stalks down his narrow cage can seldom see
through his bars of rage his wings are clipped and his feet are
tied so he opens his throat to sing.

The caged bird sings with fearful trill of the things unknown
but longed for still and is tune is heard on the distant hill for
the caged bird sings of freedom

The free bird thinks of another breeze an the trade winds soft
through the sighing trees and the fat worms waiting on a
dawn-bright lawn and he names the sky his own.

But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams his shadow shouts
on a nightmare scream his wings are clipped and his feet are tied
so he opens his throat to sing

The caged bird sings with a fearful trill of things unknown but
longed for still and his tune is heard on the distant hill for the
caged bird sings of freedom.

Summary of the poemThe meaning of the poem:Stanza 1The poem
begins by speaking of the free bird and how it has the freedom to
go where ever, when ever, and can claim the sky because there are
no other birds to contest with. the stanza shows us that the free
bird is lazy and would rather float on the wind instead of make its
own path.Stanza 2The second stanza show us that there are still
some bird(people) that cannot feel the freedom as they were trapped
or caged by some circumstances or condition that makes them cannot
feels the freedom.The line 5-6 in second stanza show us how pity
the bird when its wings are clipped and his feet are tiedThen, by
the bird condition which so desperate the bird finally trying opens
his throat to sings

Stanza 3The caged bird sings with fearful trill, about anything
that he could not expect.But still, the sings is about his will to
get freedom.

Stanza 4The fourth stanza is about the free bird again. It is
how the bird with sentence thinks of another breeze showing that
although the bird is free , the bird is not content and is greedy
to have even more freedom. It is shown that the free bird is lazy
and unsatisfied with the stream of wind and wanted to do something
to gain more freedom.The stanza then describes how easy things seem
to come to the free bird, as there are worms waiting for it at dawn
on the lawn

Stanza 5The bird hope just still a hope. This is because the
bird was caged. The caged symbolize the grave of his dreams.Then
again, these conditions make the bird to sings.Stanza 6Repetition
of the third stanza.The final stanza is a repetition of stanza
three which serves as an emphasis on the caged bird. the birds song
is to be feared and respected..

Racism and SegregationThis poem is a representation of the
racism and oppression that people still face in this day and age.
It goes on to portray the importance of hope and freedom for
anybody to live. The line "But a caged bird stands on the grave of
dreams his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream" demonstrates a
resignation to fighting, because the caged bird is losing hope. His
screams for help are now hollow echoes because long neglect and
abuse has broken his heart.

THEMEPOETIC DEVICESSymbolBird in the cageA person that is timid
and afraid to do thingsThe fat worms and breezeHope and opportunity
Free birdThe people that is dare and brave to take risks.The writer
portrays the free bird as more of a dare devil

MetaphorThe grave of dreamsSings of freedomUse of figurative and
extended metaphorShe is comparing a bird trapped in a cage to
slavery and the pain of the freedomThe song the bird sings
represents the plea of freedomThe poet relates to the feeling of
bird, as his parents were once slaves

ImageryExpressing his feelings here, the poem is lyricalThe
third stanza emphasizes how desperate the bird truly isThe bird
sings a prayer not of joy or glee, but of prayer to heavenExamples
: The orange sun rays.The grave of dreams

PersonificationSighing treesShadow shouts

RepetitionThe word ButSENTENCE REPETITIONSo he opens his throat
to singStanza 3 and stanza 6

ISSUE RAISEDRacismI Know Why the Caged Bird Sings is a poem
about racism. It talks about the oppressing effects of racial
discrimination in America. As a black woman, Maya Angelou wrote
this poem to express the feelings of the black race. In this poem,
the speaker is a brave observer who speaks up for the caged bird.
He or she notices that it is no longer right that the caged bird is
being oppressed in its cage and its feet and wings are being
clipped while the free bird can go around wherever it wanted to go
and can claim everything that it wanted. The audience of this poem
are the people who are also observing the caged bird and the free
bird yet they are not doing anything. As a conclusion, this poem is
about racism.The oppression of the black Americans by the white
ones. The caged bird represents the oppressed and the cage
represents the oppressor.

Message from the PoemFinally in her last line of the poem, she
says, "for the caged bird sings of freedom", she means that the
plight for equality is slowly improving, but is nowhere near the
end, and the only way to get to the end is to make everyone aware
of this social injustice.

It is very clear that Angelou believes in equality for all of
mankind and declares through her poem that even though there are
social injustices in life, hope and persistence can lessen, and
eventually get rid of segregation. This poem tries to show that
even though the free bird and the caged bird are still birds, one
is free and the other is a prisoner, despite that they both deserve
freedom and the opportunity to be happy.
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