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Sympathyby Paul Laurence Dunbar
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Paul Laurence Dunbar
 ✤ 1872 - 1906, Ohio
 ✤ Parents had been slaves in Kentucky
 ✤ Standard English style, preferred to disconnect from that dialect that most blacks were connected to --Dialect: not really an accent, but rather a way of talking, including word choice and pronunciation
 ✤ Sympathy, Empathy, Apathy
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"Sunshine on de medders, Greenness on de way;
 Dat's de blessed reason I sing all de day."
 Look hyeah! What you axing'? What meks me so merry? 'Spect to see me sighin'
 W'en hit's wa'm in Febawary?
 (From "Dreams") What dreams we have and how they fly
 Like rosy clouds across the sky; Of wealth, of fame, of sure success,
 Of love that comes to cheer and bless; And how they wither, how they fade, The waning wealth, the jilting jade — The fame that for a moment gleams,
 Then flies forever, — dreams, ah — dreams!(From "A Warm Day In Winter")
 Standard English Style
 Dialect Style
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I know what the caged bird feels, alas! When the sun is bright on the upland slopes;
 When the wind stirs soft through the springing grass, And the river flows like a stream of glass;
 When the first bird sings and the first bud opes, And the faint perfume from its chalice steals—
 I know what the caged bird feels!
 I know why the caged bird beats his wing Till its blood is red on the cruel bars;
 For he must fly back to his perch and cling When he fain would be on the bough a-swing; And a pain still throbs in the old, old scars And they pulse again with a keener sting—
 I know why he beats his wing!
 I know why the caged bird sings, ah me, When his wing is bruised and his bosom sore,—
 When he beats his bars and he would be free; It is not a carol of joy or glee,
 But a prayer that he sends from his heart’s deep core, But a plea, that upward to Heaven he flings—
 I know why the caged bird sings!
 1
 5
 10
 15
 20
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✤ Genre? How can you tell? Text features?
 ✤ Who is the speaker?
 ✤ Where is the bird?
 ✤ Why does the bird sing?
 ✤ How does the speaker know why the caged bird sings?
 CLOSE READ I
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✤ What is the tone of the poem? Use the text for support.
 ✤ Are there any words in the poem that seem "old'? What might this show? Is this written in standard English or dialect style? Explain with evidence from text.
 ✤ Which line(s) of the poem connects the speaker to the bird?
 CLOSE READ II

Page 8
						

✤ Evaluate the title. Why might the poet have chosen this title? Is it fitting? Why or why not? Support with text.
 ✤ What is the poet's message? How does he make his message known? --Word choice? --Sound devices --Figurative Language
 ✤ Evaluate the credibility of the poet. Is he believable discussing this topic? Why or why not?
 CLOSE READ III
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Caged Birdby Maya Angelou
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Maya Angelou "Caged Bird"
 ✤ 1928 - 2014, Arkansas, California, et al.
 ✤ With the publication of I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Angelou publicly discussed aspects of her personal life.
 ✤ Attempts have been made to ban her books from some U.S. libraries, but her works are widely used in schools and universities worldwide.
 ✤ Angelou's major works have been labeled as autobiographical fiction, but many critics have characterized them as autobiographies. She made a deliberate attempt to challenge the common structure of the autobiography by critiquing, changing, and expanding the genre.
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The free bird leapson the back of the windand floats downstream
 till the current endsand dips his wings
 in the orange sun raysand dares to claim the sky.
 But a bird that stalksdown his narrow cage
 can seldom see throughhis bars of rage
 his wings are clipped andhis feet are tied
 so he opens his throat to sing.
 The caged bird singswith fearful trill
 of the things unknownbut longed for still
 and his tune is heardon the distant hill for the caged bird
 sings of freedom
 Caged Bird by Maya AngelouThe free bird thinks of another breeze
 and the trade winds soft through the sighing treesand the fat worms waiting on a dawn-bright lawn
 and he names the sky his own.
 But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreamshis shadow shouts on a nightmare screamhis wings are clipped and his feet are tied
 so he opens his throat to sing
 The caged bird singswith a fearful trill
 of things unknownbut longed for still
 and his tune is heardon the distant hillfor the caged birdsings of freedom.
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✤ What does the bird do when he is free? What does the bird do when he is caged?
 ✤ How does the first stanza connect to the second?
 ✤ How has Maya Angelou organized the text? How does that affect the meaning of the poem or your understanding of it?
 ✤ What is the tone/mood?
 ✤ Evaluate Maya Angelou's poem
 ✤ Compare & Contrast "Sympathy" & "Caged Bird"
 CLOSE READ
 Originality Word Choice
 Style Sound Devices
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Caged Birdby Alicia Keys
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Alicia Keys "Caged Bird"
 ✤ 1981, New York
 ✤ Only child, divorced parents, trained in classical piano, majored in choir at performing arts school where she graduated valedictorian at 16
 ✤ Songs in A Minor: "Fallin," "Caged Bird"
 ✤ Other songs: "Girl on Fire," "No One," "Empire State of Mind," "If I Ain't Got You"
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Caged Bird by Alicia Keys
 Right now I feel like a bird Caged without a key Everyone comes to stare at me With so much joy and revelry They don't know how I feel inside Through my smile I cry They don't know what they're doin' to me Keepin' me from flyin' That's why I say that I know why the caged bird sings Only joy comes from song She's so rare and beautiful to others Why not just set her free?
 So she can fly, fly, fly Spreadin' her wings and her song Let her fly, fly, fly For the whole world to see Mmm, mmm Hey, hey Mmm, mmm She's like a caged bird Fly, fly Ooh, just let her fly Just let her fly, just let her fly Spread wings, spread beauty Hmm
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhI2yVCsiKY
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhI2yVCsiKY
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✤ Who is the speaker?
 ✤ Summarize/Paraphrase lines 1-8
 ✤ How are the speaker & bird connected? Line(s)?
 ✤ What does the speaker mean by "Only joy comes from song"?
 ✤ What is the tone the poet creates? Why did the poet write this? What is her purpose? What is her motivation? What is her message?
 ✤ Are the poet and the speaker the same?
 ✤ Does the music/singing affect the meaning/message of Keys's poem?
 ✤ Of the other two poems--Dunbar & Angelou--which one is the Keys poem more like? Explain.
 CLOSE READ
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Theme

Page 18
						

Theme
 ✤ How does the overall theme of these poems--"Sympathy," and both of the "Caged Bird" poems--go beyond a literal image of a bird in a cage?
 ✤ Why did the poets write these pieces (author's purpose)?

Page 19
						

Theme ASSIGNMENT
 ✤ Who--YOU--could identify with the Keys poem's speaker? What circumstances might cause this? Describe.
 ✤ Do you think the speaker in "Let it Go" (Elsa) is a caged bird? Explain with support from the text.
 ✤ Why do you suppose Maya Angelou entitled the first book of her five-book autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings? (Review her mini-bio.)
 ✤ Write a poem, memoir, or anecdote or *short narrative based on the theme of the caged bird. (*not more than a couple hundred words)
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