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            When Maya was young, her parents separated, and she was sent to live with her grandmother in Arkansas. Life here was hard due to racial prejudice—not accepting someone because of their skin color. Maya became a very young mother when she had a son whom she named Guy. In 1952, she married a sailor—someone who works on ships—whose name was Anastasios Angelopulos. She shortened her married name to ‘Angelou’ when she began working as an actress during the late 1950’s. Yet her biggest success came in 1969 when she began publishing her writing. One of her most famous poems is called “On the Pulse of the Morning,” which she wrote for former President Bill Clinton in January 1993. Maya wrote hundreds of poems—including “Still I Rise”—several books, plays, and even essays. Although Maya Angelou died because of health issues, on May 28, 2014, her work is still honored and remembered today. © Tanya G. Marshall, The Butterfly Teacher Maya Angelou Biography Maya Angelou was a poet, actress, author, and civil rights activist who was well-known for her book I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. She was born on April 4, 1928 in St. Louis, Missouri. Maya is actually her nickname; her real name is Marguerite Ann Johnson, and like many other historical heroes, she had a difficult childhood. Name: ___________________________________ Date: ____________________ 
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When Maya was young, her parents separated, and she was sent to
 live with her grandmother in Arkansas. Life here was hard due to racial
 prejudice—not accepting someone because of their skin color. Maya became a
 very young mother when she had a son whom she named Guy. In 1952, she
 married a sailor—someone who works on ships—whose name was Anastasios
 Angelopulos. She shortened her married name to ‘Angelou’ when she began
 working as an actress during the late 1950’s.
 Yet her biggest success came in 1969 when she began publishing her writing.
 One of her most famous poems is called “On the Pulse of the Morning,” which
 she wrote for former President Bill Clinton in January 1993. Maya wrote hundreds
 of poems—including “Still I Rise”—several books, plays, and even essays.
 Although Maya Angelou died because of health issues, on May 28, 2014, her
 work is still honored and remembered today.© Tanya G. Marshall, The Butterfly Teacher
 Maya Angelou Biography
 Maya Angelou was a poet, actress,
 author, and civil rights activist who was
 well-known for her book I Know Why
 the Caged Bird Sings. She was born on
 April 4, 1928 in St. Louis, Missouri. Maya is
 actually her nickname; her real name is
 Marguerite Ann Johnson, and like many
 other historical heroes, she had a
 difficult childhood.
 Name: ___________________________________ Date: ____________________
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Name: __________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________
 Maya Angelou Biography QuestionsUse the context clues in your biography to answer these questions in complete
 sentences.
 1- List 3 things that Maya Angelou did during her lifetime: ________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 2- What does it mean to be racially prejudice? ___________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 3- What was Maya’s name when she was born? ________________________________________________________
 4- What is one reason Maya’s childhood was so difficult according to the biography?
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 5- What is her son’s name? ________________________________________________________________________________
 6- Who was “On the Pulse of the Morning” written for? _________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 7- How did she get the name ‘Maya Angelou’? ____________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 8- What does sailor mean? _________________________________________________________________________________
 9- Where did Maya grow up? ______________________________________________________________________________
 10- What book is Maya well known for? ___________________________________________________________________
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 BONUS—What is the abbreviation for Missouri? ___________________________________________________________
 © Tanya G. Marshall, The Butterfly Teacher
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Maya Angelou Timeline
 Complete this timeline of events for Maya’s life.
 You should have a total of
 6 events on this timeline—which includes her birth and
 death. And four of them should have the dates
 besides them.Maya’s death
 Maya’s birth
 Name: __________________________________
 © Tanya G. Marshall, The Butterfly Teacher
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