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Draft #1: Revising Leads
 Read the very first paragraph of your essay. What function does it serve?
 After a reader has finished it, what is he/she thinking? It needs to be something that moves the story forward! Some examples: “I want to know more about this person.” “I can’t believe that actually happened!” “What is going to happen next?” “I hope she/he will be okay!” “How did this person get himself/herself into this situation?” “Why?”
 What other responses might your reader have?
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Narrative Leads Examples
 Typical LeadIt was a day at the end of June. My
 mom, dad, brother, and I were at our camp on Rangeley Lake. We arrived the night before at 10:00, so it was dark when we got there and unpacked. We went straight to bed. The next morning, when I was eating breakfast, my dad started yelling for me from down at the dock at the top of his lungs. He said there was a car in the lake.
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Narrative Leads Examples
 Action Lead: A Main Character Doing SomethingI gulped my milk, pushed away from the
 table, and bolted out of the kitchen, slamming the broken screen door behind me. I ran down to our dock as fast as my legs could carry me. My feet pounded on the old wood, hurrying me toward my dad’s voice. “Scott!” he bellowed again.“Coming, Dad!” I gasped. I couldn’t see him yet – just the sails of the boats that had already put out into the lake for the day.
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Narrative Leads Examples
 Dialogue Lead: A Character or Characters Speaking
 “Scott! Get down here on the double!” Dadbellowed. His voice sounded far away.“Dad?” I hollered. “Where are you?” I squintedthrough the screen door but couldn’t see him.“I’m down on the dock. MOVE IT. You’re notgoing to believe this,” he replied.
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Narrative Leads Examples
 Reaction Lead: A Character Thinking
 I couldn’t imagine why my father was hollering for me at 7:00 in the morning. I thought fast about what I might have done to get him so riled. Had he found out about the way I talked to my mother the night before, when we got to camp and she asked me to help unpack the car? Did he discover the fishing reel I broke last week? Before I could consider a third possibility, Dad’s voice shattered my thoughts.“Scott! Move it! You’re not going to believe this!”
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Draft #1: Establishing Theme
 Look back at “Racist Warehouse.”What is the theme of the essay?
 Theme: Universal lesson about life. What does “Racist Warehouse” teach us about life?s Can the lesson be understood and applied to anyone? Is the lesson significant (worth knowing and understanding)?
 YOUR TURN: What is the theme of your essay? What does your essay teach us about life? Please write it
 on the top of your paper. Can the lesson be understood and applied to anyone? Is the lesson significant (worth knowing and understanding)?
 NOW, make sure you do not explicitly state it in your essay! The idea is to convey this idea through figurative language, dialogue, and conflict (which we will work on later).
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“The Racist Warehouse”
 Now look back at the rising action in “The Racist Warehouse”
 Identify the conflict (s).
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Draft #1:Rising Action: The series of conflicts and crisis in the story that lead to the climax.
 Man vs. Man: A character struggles with
 another character Protagonist/Antagonist
 Man vs. Society: A character or group of
 characters struggle against the society in which they live
 A character fights against social traditions or rules (fight for freedom, rights, a cause, etc.)
 Society becomes a character of its own
 Usually used to comment on a positive or negative aspects of real society (SATIRE).
 Man vs. Self: An conflict in which a
 character experiences an internal struggle with him/herself.
 A character’s struggle takes place in his/her mind
 Usually has something to do with a choice (choosing between right/wrong) or it may have to do with overcoming emotions/mixed feelings.
 Man vs. Nature: A character struggles with
 a force of nature Natural disaster Animal Desolation Usually the character is
 struggling to survive
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YOUR TURN. Label the parts in your essay that show one of the four types of conflict. In the margin, state the type of conflict and explain it.
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Draft #1 Revision: Initial Reactions/Plot
 Swap your paper with a partner. Read it slowly. Carefully. Highlight/Underline your favorite line of the
 story.Label (in the margin) one of each of the
 following: Exposition Rising Action Climax Falling Action Resolution
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Draft #2: Revision Day Two
 After reading your partner’s paper, answer the following questions about the paper in complete sentences on the back of his/her paper: 1) Does your partner begin his/her paper with a creative
 lead? What type of lead does s/he use? How could your partner improve his/her lead?
 2) Does your partner develop all parts of his/her plot? Which parts of the plot could be strengthened (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution)?
 3) What is the theme (universal lesson) of your partner’s narrative? Is the theme explicitly stated or inferred from the story?
 4) Identify conflict in your partner’s essay. What type? Explain.
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Draft #2 : Dialogue Revision
 How can you incorporate or improve the dialogue in your story?
 You must incorporate dialogue in your personal narrative, but make sure that the dialogue is purposeful; it should reveal characters’ relationships with one another, move the story forward, and/or increase tension.
 Make sure you punctuate your dialogue correctly based on the grammar rules.
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Draft #2 Revision Goal #2: Similes & Metaphors
 SIMILE REVISION: The following similes describe either the weather or the setting. “When we arrived at the warehouse, I had to peel my arm off
 the side of the hot door like a burnt sausage off a skillet.” “The street was like a market place that had suddenly been
 abandoned.” Your Turn: Add at least one simile to your essay. Hint:
 Setting/Weather are good places to incorporate them.
 METAPHOR REVISION: The following metaphors describe people or settings. “Wild beasts of prey” “A great tidal wave of men” “As we walked up the boiling pavement”
 Your Turn: Add at least one metaphor to your essay. Hint: People/Setting are good places to incorporate them.
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Draft #2 Revision Goal #3: Description of Characters & Setting
 Four Ways to Reveal Character:
 Action: You know the cliché: Actions speak louder than words. A character’s personality comes through in the way she handles the next-door neighbor who leaves his garbage outside his apartment until someone else takes it out or the ways a character spends her Tuesday nights.
 Speech: What people say, how they say it, and what they don’t say are all very illuminating. If you want to get to know someone, what do you do? You talk to them.
 Appearance: You can draw conclusions about a person from physical looks, clothing style, gait, and facial expression. Select one or two things about him/her and describe him/her like a cartoonist would. How do his hands look? How does her mouth work when she smiles or talks? What about hair, eyes, clothes?
 Thoughts: Unlike any other medium, writing gives us the ability to see into someone’s head. You can write about what someone did all day long, but when you write about what they think and what they feel, you allow your reader to get closer to that person than they are able to anywhere else.
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Draft #2 Revision Goal #3: Description of Characters & Setting
 Setting The best way to revise setting is by adding detail
 “As my mother drove down the streets of Santa Ana…” NOTE: The writer stated the specific city. Better yet—add the
 street name!• REVISION: As my mother turned onto Beachfront Avenue on the south
 side of Santa Ana…. “It was a beautiful August morning…”
 NOTE: The writer stated the specific month. Better yet—add the time!
 • REVISION: Shortly after the sun rose on one August morning….
 YOUR TURN! Look for NOUNS in your story. You can usually replace a common noun with something more detailed (street=Beachfront Avenue)
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