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Personal Narrative vs. Personal Essay• Narratives:• are about sharing a personal story. It doesn’t necessarily have
 a point to prove or show any growth or insight.• use scene, characterization, plot, dialogue, pacing, imagery,
 conflict, setting.• almost always are written in first person.
 • Personal Essays:• use the narrative technique to “explore a subject outside of
 yourself but through the lens of yourself.”• “self” is the evidence for the argument• answer the question “So what?”
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Essay• An essay is your “try” at making your
 thoughts, ideas and feelings understood.
 • It’s about your analysis of a subject in your own unique way.
 • It sets out to give insight to others or at least get an angle on an aspect of life.
 • Could be through pictures or other non-print text.
 • Personal essays are full of honesty. • “I Almost Saw This Girl Get Killed.” Sedaris
 congratulates himself on witnessing such an interesting event (Ferris Wheel)
 • It’s a conversation with a reader.
 “to try”“to examine”“an attempt”“a weighing”
 http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1882089,00.html
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learnlaugh
 empathize
 hope
 dream
 understand
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Not your typical essay• May present an argument, but not consider counterclaims.• It is evident that it is the writer’s opinion.• Air-tight reasoning not a necessity.• More subjective than objective.• The point grows out of the story.• Humor is often used and effective.• Nouns and verbs are the heavy lifters. Verbing• Follows the “show don’t tell” rule.• 2nd person point of view sometimes used.• Simplistic subject to illustrate a complex topic.
 Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life Some Numbers

Page 6
						

Verbing • Nose around for some information• Eye the competition• Mouth a greeting• Elbow your friend• Strong-arm your wife into buying the new car• Shoulder the blame• Friend someone on Facebook• Dog your brother for doing something stupid• This topic is trending.• He got yellow carded.• My essay was workshopped at the writers’ conference.
 • Shakespeare: “Grace me no grace, and uncle me no uncles.”
 http://moreintelligentlife.com/content/ideas/anthony-gardner/youve-been-verbed
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Stone Soup: What Does it Mean to Be Family, Anyway?• In the catalog of family values…• Families change, and remain the same.• When I was a child…• Now I’ve replaced the dolls with a life.• In the face of a thriving, parti-colored world, this narrow view…• Every parent has endured…• But it’s harder somehow to shrug off…• I had no idea…• Once upon a time…• I started out like any child…• Like a cancer diagnosis…• It’s awfully easy to hold contempt…• I know of no one who really went looking to hoe the harder row…• But most stuck around…• Still…• Once you’ve weathered the straits...
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The Davids (Barry and Sedaris)• How to accomplish a humorous tone• Specifics• Hyperbole• Naked truths• Make new words by turning them into a different part of
 speech• Me Talk Pretty One Day• “Cats weigh more than my IQ. Were my number translated into
 dollars, it would buy three buckets of fried chicken.”• His cleverness refutes his premise that he’s an idiot.• Did he even take an IQ test? Doesn’t matter.
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http://www.chrisjordan.com/gallery/rtn/#building-blocks
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Getting the Flow• Political Correctness Gone Awry• Forbidden Nonfruit Link
 • Images as inspiration• New York Times Lens Blog Link
 • American Culture Shifts Link• Generational gaps• New thinking on old topic
 JournalFreewritePicturesReadReadReadReadWriteWriteWriteWrite
 http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/04/magazine/04lives-t.html?_r=0
 http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/
 http://brevitymag.com/
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[email protected]@KyWriteRight on Twitter
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