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DON'T TAKE ITUTEFALWI

Reproducible Activities for Teaching Idioms

by Danielle AA. Leglerillustrated by Danielle M. Legler

This set of materials teaches sixty different idioms. The
concrete meaning of each idiom ishumorously illustrated so that
students may easily recognize the inappropriateness of a
literalinterpretation. Students acquire understanding of the idioms
by completing activities presentedat three levels of
difficulty:

Level 1 serves to introduce the idioms and stimulate
discussion.For each idiom, three definitions are offered. Students
select the most

appropriate definition and then discuss their choice. Students
should beencouraged to also discuss ways in which the idioms may be
used ineveryday conversation.

If desired, the idioms may be presented individually by cutting
apart thethree strips on each sheet.

Level 2 reinforces the meaning of each idiom.At this level, the
idioms are presented in groups of three, combined with

their definitions which are out of order. Students match each
idiom with itscorrect definition (by pointing, drawing a line or
verbalizing).

To increase or reduce the difficulty of the activity, cut apart
the individualidioms and definitions. Place the desired number of
idioms and definitionson the table and have the students arrange
them in pairs. (To furtherincrease the difficulty, extra unpaired
definitions could be included.)Level 3 permits assessment of the
degree of learning that has occurred.

Students demonstrate their understanding of each idiom by
defining itin their own words (either verbally or in writing). In
addition, have studentsdescribe as many conversational situations
as possible in which eachidiom could be appropriately used.

Designed for teaching higher-level language skills, these
materials are appropriate for usewith language impaired, learning
disabled, mildly mentally handicapped, hearing impaired andregular
education students as well as with individuals learning English as
a second language.

Copyright 1991 by ECL Publications, P.O. Box 26. Youngtown,
Arizona 85363, (623)974-4560All rights reserved. Printed in the
United States of America. Catalog No. 35411.


	
LIST OF IDIOMSI'm all tied up right now.Take what she says with
a grain of salt.He's bending over backwards for you.It goes in one
ear and out the other.Don't throw in the towel.I'm short-handed.I
hope he doesn't hit the ceiling.She's all thumbs.I'm going to turn
over a new leaf.He feels run down.She hit the nail on the
head.Don't let the cat out of the bag.It sounds fishy to me.I have
butterflies in my stomach.She has a green thumb.Keep your nose
clean.He has a chip on his shoulder.My lips are sealed.I have a
frog in my throat.She's pulling my leg.It's on the tip of my
tongue.Her eyes are bigger than her stomach.He's backing out of
it.It's dirt cheap.You're in hot water.Get off my back.He's giving
you the cold shoulder.Don't make a mountain out of a molehill.Watch
your mouth.Did you get up on the wrong side of the bed?

I feel like I'm walking on air.You can't judge a book by its
cover.Join our carpool.You'd better stay on your toes.They really
left her in the dark.He's out of the woods.Don't jump the gun.I'll
have to sleep on it.Would you give me a hand?She thought of it off
the top of her head.He's nuts about you.You really take the
cake.She bit off more than she could chew.You're a sight for sore
eyes.He's reading between the lines.He's really going to town.He
must put his foot down.She's between a rock and a hard place.She
put her foot in her mouth.He rubs me the wrong way.Don't stretch
the truth.Zip your lip.That's a tall tale.I'm all ears.Your name
will be mud.He's blowing his own horn.This is where I draw the
line.He's in a real pickle.He has a heart of gold.He'll have to
face the music.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

1. I'm very busy with otherthings right now.

2. I'm wearing too many tiesright now.

3. My hands are tied together.

I'm all tied up right now.

1. Eat a grain of salt when youhear her talk.

2. Don't pay attention to whatshe says.

3. She is talking about a grainof salt.

Take what she says with a grain of salt.

1. He's bending over backwardsto see you.

2. He's bending over backwardsbecause you want him to.

3. He's trying very hard to seeyour point of view.

He's bending over backwards for you.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

1. She's hard of hearing.

2. She doesn't listen to whatpeople say.

3. Words just go through herhead.

It goes in one ear and out the other.

1. Don't throw your towel away.

2. Don't throw your towel in thewashing machine.

3. Don't give up so easily.

Don't throw in the towel.

1. I need more help right now.

2. One hand is longer than theother.

3. I write with my shorter hand.

I'm short-handed.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

I hope he doesn't hit the ceiling.

1. I hope he doesn't jump upand hit the ceiling.

2. I hope he doesn't get angrywhen he hears the news.

3. 1 hope he gently taps theceiling instead of hitting
ithard.

1. All of her fingers have turnedinto thumbs.

2. She's very clumsy today.

3. Even her toes are beginningto look like thumbs.

She's all thumbs.

I'm going to turn over a new leaf.

1. I'm going to turn over theleaves with a rake.

2. I'm going to throw away myold leaf and get a new one.

3. I'm going to change my oldway of doing things into abetter
way.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

-^v^^^tt^s^vtffr**^^

He feels run down.

1. He didn't look both waysbefore he crossed the street.

2. He has been doing too manythings and now he's tired.

3. He has been jogging toomuch.

She hit the nail on the head.

1. What she said is exactly right.

2. She's a good carpenter.

3. She knows how to use ahammer and nails.

1. Don't tell the secret.

2. The cat lives in the bag.

3. Don't let the cat run away.

Don't let the cat out of the bag.

DON'T TAKE IT SO LITERALLY! Copyright 1991 by ECL
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

1. Her story doesn't soundbelievable.

2. She's talking about fish.

3. He can hear the fish.

It sounds fishy to me.

1. 1 ate some butterflies for lunch.

2. I caught some butterflies andthought this would be a
goodplace to keep them.

3. I have a funny feeling in mystomach because I'm nervous.

have butterflies in my stomach.

1. She's a good gardener. Plantsseem to grow well for her.

2. Her thumb is infected andhas turned green.

3. Her thumb is a different colorthan her fingers.

She has a green thumb.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

Keep your nose clean.

1. You should wash your noseevery day.

2. You should try to stay out oftrouble.

3. When you wash your face,make sure your nose is clean.

He has a chip on his shoulder.

1. He has a potato chip on hisshoulder.

2. Part of a rock fell on his arm.

3. His attitude is very poor.He seems to be in an angrymood.

My lips are sealed.

1. I won't repeat what someonehas told me.

2. I sealed my lips with tape.

3. I won't open my mouth, noteven to eat.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

I have a frog in my throat.

1. A frog jumped down mythroat.

2. My voice makes a funny"ribbit* sound.

3. I have a funny feeling in mythroat that makes me want toclear
it.

1. She's teasing him.

2. She's pulling his leg with arope.

3. She's trying to make him fail.

She's pulling my leg.

It's on the tip of my tongue.

1. Something is stuck on the tipof my tongue.

2. I know the right word, but Ican't quite think of it rightnow.
I'll think of it in a minute.

3. The word I want to say is writtenon the tip of my tongue.

DON'T TAKE IT SO LITERALLY! Copyright 1991 by ECL
Publications,www.eclpublications.com. This page may be reproduced
for instructional use.


	
LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

1. She has big eyes.

2. She wants more than shecan eat.

3. Her stomach is too small.

Her eyes are bigger than her stomach.

1. He's walking backwards.

2. He's not going to say or dowhat he promised he would.

3. He's backing his car out ofthe driveway.

He's backing out of it.

1. The dirt is not expensive.

2. The dirt is cheeping like abird.

3. This is a very good deal.It's very inexpensive.

It's dirt cheap.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

You're in hot water.

1. You're in a lot of trouble.

2. Your bath water is too hot.

3. You forgot to turn on the coldwater.

Get off my back.

1. Stop standing on my back.

2. Don't bother me. Leave mealone.

3. Stand in front of me insteadof in back.

1. Someone put ice on hisshoulder.

2. He went outside withouta coat.

3. He's ignoring you.

He's giving you the cold shoulder.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

r 'V.1. Don't make a big deal out of

a small matter.

2. Don't add dirt to a molehill tomake it as big as a
mountain.

3. Don't draw a mountain thatlooks like a molehill.

Don't make a mountain out of a molehill.

1. Make sure your mouth doesnot move.

2. Put a watch on your mouth.

3. Don't say anything mean ordisrespectful.

Watch your mouth.

1. Did you get up on the left sideinstead of the right side of
thebed?

2. Are you in a bad mood forsome reason?

3. Did you fall out of bed?

Did you get up on the wrong side of the bed?

DON'T TAKE IT SO LITERALLY! Copyright 1991 by ECL
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

1. I'm very happy.

2. I'm walking on clouds inthe sky.

3. I'm walking above theground.

I feel like I'm walking on air.

1. Don't read a book because youlike the way the cover
looks.

2. Don't read a book with ajudge on the cover.

3. Don't judge someone orsomething by the way it looks.

You can't judge a book by its cover.

1. Come and ride in our car.We'll drive together.

2. Come in our swimming poolthat's in our car.

3. Come play billiards in our car.

Join our carpool.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss whal each idiom means.

You'd better stay on your toes.

1. You should be alert to what isgoing on.

2. You should stand on yourtoes.

3. You should learn to dance onyour toes.

They really left her in the dark.

1. They left her outside at night.

2. They turned out the lights.

3. They didn't tell her what wasgoing on.

1. He's out of danger.

2. He doesn't have any morewood for the fire.

3. He's running out of the forest.

He's out of the woods.

DON'T TAKE IT SO LITERALLY1 Copyright 1991 by ECL
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

Don't jump the gun.

1. Don't jump over the gun.2. Don't jump on the gun.3. Don't
react too quickly.

ITI'll have to sleep on it.

1. I'll put something under mypillow and sleep on it.

2. I would like some time tothink about what you said.

3. I'm tired and I'm going to bed.

1. Will you clap for me if I do agood job?

2. Will you hold my hand?

3. Will you help me with whatI'm doing?

Would you give me a hand?
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

1. She planned this idea for along time.

2. The idea came to her justnow.

3. You could see the idea comeoff the top of her head.

She thought of it off the top of her head.

He's nuts about you.

1. He likes you very much.

2. He knows you like nuts.

3. He eats nuts when he'saround you.

You really take the cake.

1. You took the cake withoutasking anyone.

2. You pretended to take thecookies but you took the
cakeinstead.

3. It took a lot of nerve to dowhat you did.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

1. She put too much food in hermouth.

2. She ate too much food.

3. She tried to do more than shewas able to do.

She bit off more than she could chew.

1. Seeing you makes my eyeshurt.

2. I've missed you and I'm gladto see you.

3. Since my eyes are sore, youcan help me see.

You're a sight for sore eyes.

1. He's trying to understand thetrue meaning.

2. He doesn't know how to read.

3. The words were writtenabove and below the tines.

He's reading between the lines.

DON'T TAKE IT SO LITERALLY! Copyright 1991 by ECL
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

He's really going to town,

1. He's putting a lot of effort intowhat he's doing.

2. He's not staying home.

3. He's decided to go to the city.

He must put his foot down.

1. He can't walk with his footin the air.

2. He must take a stand andbe decisive.

3. He can't hold his foot upvery long.

1. She's in a difficult situationthat seems to have
noappropriate solution.

2. She's in a cave and can't findher way out.

3. She's standing between arock and a brick wall.

She's between a rock and a hard place.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

She put her foot in her mouth.

1. She took her friend's footand put it in her mouth.

2. She put her 12-inch rulerin her mouth.

3. She said somethinginappropriate.

He rubs me the wrong way.

1. He rubs my hair up insteadof down.

2. There's something abouthim I don't like.

3. He doesn't give goodmassages.

Don't stretch the truth.

1. Don't change the story to fityour needs.

2. Don't pull the word too hard.

3. You must be careful not tobreak the word.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

Zip your lip.

1. Put a zipper on your mouth.

2. Write your zip code on yourmouth.

3. Don't talk so much.

r^TA(\

E.

1. Your story doesn't soundentirely true.

VJJIAVV 2. The book is very tall.

"^C^ 3. The story takes a long time to"^ O ^ tell. It's not a
short story.

That's a tall tale.

I'm all ears.

1. My ears are very big.

2. I'm very eager to listen to you.

3. I'm completely made of ears.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

Your name will be mud.

1. If you do something very bad,you must change your nameto
"Mud."

2. If you do something very bad,people will think poorly
ofyou.

3. You like to play in the mud.

He's blowing his own horn.

1. He's boasting about himself.

2. He bought his own horn, sohe won't borrow his friend'shorn
anymore.

3. He just learned to play thehorn.

This is where I draw the line.

1. I'm moving the line to anotherplace.

2. I won't draw circles anymore.

3. I won't put up with any morefoolishness.
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LEVEL 1: Read each idiom and choose the appropriate definition.
Discuss what each idiom means.

He's in a real pickle.

1. He's not in a fake pickle.

2. He's in a serious situationthat will be difficult to fix.

3. He crawled inside a gfantpickle.

He has a heart of gold.

1. His heart is made of gold.

2. He wears a gold heart-shaped locket.

3. He is a kind, generous andthoughtful person.

He'll have to face the music.

1. Hell have to accept theconsequences of his actions.

2. He can't turn his back on themusic.

3. Hell have to listen to theorchestra.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

I'm all tied up right now.

Take what she says with a grain of salt.

He's bending over backwards for you,

He's tryingvery hard to

see your pointof view.

I'm very busywith otherthings right

now.

Don't payattention towhat she

says.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

It goes in one ear and out the other.

Don't throw in the towel.

I'm short-handed.

Don't give upso easily.

I need morehelp right

now.

She doesn'tlisten to whatpeople say.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

hope he doesn't hit the ceiling.

She's all thumbs.

I'm going to turn over a new leaf.

I hope hedoesn't getangry whenhe hears the

news.

I'm going tochange myold way of

doing thingsinto a better

way.

She's veryclumsy today.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

-WVw**wJSf*j-..i"WV^^

He feels run down.

She hit the nail on the head.

Don't let the cat out of the bag.

Don't tell thesecret.

What she saidis exactly

right.

He has beendoing too

many thingsand now he's

tired.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

It sounds fishy to me.

have butterflies in my stomach.

She has a green thumb.

I have a funnyfeeling in my

stomachbecause I'm

nervous.

Her storydoesn't sound

believable.

She's a goodgardener.

Plants seemto grow well

for her.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

Keep your nose clean.

He has a chip on his shoulder.

My lips are sealed.

His attitude isvery poor.

He seems tobe in an

angry mood.

I won'trepeat what

someone hastold me.

You should tryto stay out of

trouble.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

have a frog in my throat.

She's pulling my leg.

It's on the tip of my tongue.

I know theright word,but I can't

quite think ofit right now. I'llthink of it in a

minute.

I have a funnyfeeling in mythroat thatmakes mewant toclear
it.

She's teasinghim.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

Her eyes are bigger than her stomach.

He's backing out of it.

It's dirt cheap.

She wantsmore than

shecan eat.

This is a verygood deal.

It's veryinexpensive.

He's notgoing to say

or do what hepromised he

would.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

You're in hot water.

Get off my back.

He's giving you the cold shoulder.

Don't botherme. Leave me

alone.

You're in a lotof trouble.

He's ignoringyou.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

Don't make a mountain out of a molehill.

Watch your mouth.

Did you get up on the wrong side of the bed?

Are you in abad mood forsome reason?

Don't sayanythingmean or

disrespectful.

Don't make abig deal outof a small

matter.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

I feel like I'm walking on air.

You can't judge a book by its cover.

Join our carpool.

Don't judgesomeone orsomething by

the way itlooks.

Come andride in our car.

We'll drivetogether

I'm veryhappy.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

You'd better stay on your toes.

They really left her in the dark.

He's out of the woods.

You should bealert to whatis going on.

He's out ofdanger.

They didn't tellher what was

going on.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

Don't jump the gun.

ITI'll have to sleep on it.

Would you give me a hand?

Will you helpme with what

I'm doing?

I would likesome time tothink aboutwhat you

said.

Don't reacttoo quickly.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

She thought of it off the top of her head.

He's nuts about you.

You really take the cake.

It took a lot ofnerve to do

what you did.

The ideacame to her

just now.

He likes youvery much.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

She bit off more than she could chew.

You're a sight for sore eyes.

He's reading between the lines.

I've missedyou and I'mglad to see

you.

She tried todo more thanshe was able

to do.

He's trying tounderstand

the truemeaning.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

He's really going to town,

He must put his foot down.

She's between a rock and a hard place.

She's in adifficult

situation thatseems tohave no

appropriatesolution.

He must takea stand andbe decisive.

He's putting alot of effort

into what he'sdoing.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

She put her foot in her mouth.

He rubs me the wrong way.

Don't stretch the truth,

There'ssomething

abouthim I don't

like.

Don't changethe story to fityour needs.

She saidsomething

inappropriate.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

Zip your lip.

That's a tall tale.

I'm all ears.

Don't talk somuch.

I'm very eagerto listen to

you.

Your storydoesn't soundentirely true.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

Your name will be mud.

He's blowing his own horn.

This is where I draw the line.

He's boastingabout himself.

If you dosomethingvery bad,people will

think poorly ofyou.

I won't put upwith any morefoolishness.
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LEVEL 2: Match each idiom with the appropriate definition.

He's in a real pickle.

He has a heart of gold.

He'll have to face the music.

He'll have toaccept the

consequencesof his actions.

He's in aserious

situationthat will be

difficult to fix.

He is a kind,generous and

thoughtfulperson.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

I'm all tied up right now.

Take what she says with a grain of salt.

He's bending over backwards for you.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

It goes in one ear and out the other

Don't throw in the towel.

I'm short-handed.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

hope he doesn't hit the ceiling.

She's all thumbs.

I'm going to turn over a new leaf.

DON'T TAKE IT SO LITERALLY! Copyright 1991 by ECL
Publications,www eclpublications.com This page may be reproduced
for instructional use.

43


	
2iil^g%fr -.- /: \^^m^m^^mm^.

LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

It sounds fishy to me.

have butterflies in my stomach.

She has a green thumb.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

Keep your nose clean.

He has a chip on his shoulder.

My lips are sealed.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

have a frog in my throat.

She's pulling my leg.

It's on the tip of my tongue.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

Her eyes are bigger than her stomach.

He's backing out of it.

It's dirt cheap.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

You're in hot water.

Get off my back.

He's giving you the cold shoulder.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

Don't make a mountain out of a molehill.

Watch your mouth.

Did you get up on the wrong side of the bed?

DONT TAKE IT SO LITERALLY! Copyright 1991 by ECL
Publications,www.eclpublications.com. This page may be reproduced
for instructional use.

50


	
LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

feel like I'm walking on air.

You can't judge a book by its cover.

Join our carpool.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

You'd better stay on your toes.

They really left her in the dark.

He's out of the woods.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

Don't jump the gun.

ITI'll have to sleep on it.

Would you give me a hand?
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

She thought of it off the top of her head.

He's nuts about you.

You really take the cake.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

She bit off more than she could chew.

You're a sight for sore eyes.

He's reading between the lines.

DONT TAKE IT SO LITERALLY! Copyright 1991 by ECL
Publications,www.eclpublications.com. This page may be reproduced
for instructional use.

55


	
LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

He's really going to town,

He must put his foot down.

She's between a rock and a hard place.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

She put her foot in her mouth.

He rubs me the wrong way.

Don't stretch the truth.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

Zip your lip.

TLE.

That's a tall tale.

I'm all ears.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

Your name will be mud.

He's blowing his own horn.

This is where I draw the line.
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LEVEL 3: Define each idiom in your own words.

He's in a real pickle.

He has a heart of gold.

Hell have to face the music.
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