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Section A: Question 1 B:Theoretical Evaluation of
 Production
 Narrative
 Critical Perspectives Exam
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Question 1(B) requires candidates to select ONE PRODUCTION & evaluate it in relation to a media concept.
 You will focus on your TRAILER ONLY.
 The list of concepts to which questions will relate is as follows:
 • Genre • NARRATIVE *• Representation • Audience • Media Language
 In the exam, questions will be set using one of these concepts.
 Film: Media Concepts
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QUESTIONS
 1. What is Narrative? Feedback 
 2. What similarities do you find in narrative elements? Consider Burtons Genre Theory (Sub-Genre Specific)
 Brainstorm 
 3. What is montage editing and continuity editing? Feedback
 4. What are linear and non-linear narratives? How does this affect the construction of a trailer? Discuss + Apply
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• A narrative is a story that is created in a constructive format (speech, writing, song, film, TV, photo or theatre) that describes a sequence of fictional or non-fictional events. The word "story" may be used as a synonym of "narrative“.
 • An important part of narration is the narrative code, the set of methods a narrator uses to communicate the narrative directly to the reader.
 • Making stories or narratives is a key way in which meanings & pleasures are organised and made dramatic.
 • Narrative theory suggests that stories in
 whatever media and whatever culture share certain features.
 Film: Narrative
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• A non-linear narrative is one that does not proceed in a straight-line, step-by-step fashion, such as where an author creates a story's ending before the middle is finished.
 • Linear is the opposite, when narrative runs smoothly in a straight line, when it is not broken up.
 • In the 1990s, Quentin Tarantino influenced a tremendous growth in nonlinear films with Pulp Fiction (1994).
 Film: Linear & Non-Linear Narratives
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NARRATIVEQUOTES – Include one/two in your
 answer• “When considering the narrative form, popular contemporary cinema has
 displayed a deliberate turn towards narrative complexity” – Allan Cameron.
 • “Great films are such because they have an appeal that can be felt by everyone, because they well up from a universal source (narrative structure) in the shared unconscious” – Chris Vogler.
 • “Story is the irreducible substance of a story (A meets B, something happens, order returns), while narrative is the way the story is related (Once upon a time there was a princess…)” – John Fiske.
 • “Most narratives, regardless of their time, place, or culture, follow the same narrative stages and contain universally recognisable characters and situations (archetypes)” – Joseph Campbell.
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Tzvetan Todorov is a Franco-Bulgarian philosopher who argued that the basis
 of conventional narrative structure consists of the following pattern…
 1. Equilibrium (Status Quo): (balance or stability): An initial situation – the‘once upon a time moment’.
 2. Disequilibrium: The balance is disrupted by some problem/event, setting off a train or series of other events.
 3. Recognition that this disruption has taken place4. Attempts are made by characters to repair the
 disruption/disequilibrium
 5. Resolution: The problem is then solved which allows the reinstatement of the initial situation/equilibrium or perhaps with slight changes (a new equilibrium).
 Film: 1. Todorov
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Most narratives can be fitted into this very simple structure. In Star Wars, for instance, the narrative structure can be described as follows:
 • Equilibrium: a rebellion is being organised against the Empire
 • Disequilibrium: the Death Star tries to crush the rebellion
 • Resolution: The Death Star is destroyed allowing the rebellion to continue.
 • Your text & Todorov - how do you play with/follow the audience's expectation of the equilibrium, disequilibrium, new equilibrium pattern?
 Film: 1. Todorov
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In A Nightmare on Elm Street, the narrative structure can be described as:
 • Equilibrium: Kids living their lives of going to school, partying (drink, drugs, sex etc) and rebelling.
 • Disequilibrium: Freddy Krueger (who was killed by locals years before) visits these rebel kids in their sleep. If they die in their dreams.. then they die in reality.
 • Resolution: Kill Freddie before he kills you!
 Your text & Todorov - how do you play with/follow the audience's expectation of the equilibrium, disequilibrium, new equilibrium pattern?
 Film: 1. Todorov
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Vladamir Propp decided that a narrative needed to have:
 • the Villain: creates the narrative complication/struggles with the hero.
 • the Hero: usually male, is the agent who restores the narrative equilibrium, often by embarking on a quest, saves the princess and wins her ‘hand’. The hero is invariably the text’s protagonist.
 • the Donor, who gives the hero something, it may be an object, information or advice, which helps in the resolution of the narrative.
 • the Helper, who aids the hero in the task of restoring equilibrium.• the Princess, usually the character most threatened by the villain
 and has to be saved, at the climax, by the hero. • the Dispatcher, who sends the hero on his/her task. • the False Hero, appears to be good but is revealed, at the
 narrative’s end, to have been bad.
 Film: 2. Propp
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• Your text & Propp - Do your characters fulfil Propps character roles? If so, how? If not, why did you divert from conventional character types?
 • WARNING: Propp's lists are easy to learn - but are they so easily applied to every narrative you come across? We live in a world of very sophisticated narratives - many of them non-linear - which deliberately defy the conventions of traditional folk tales. Can you apply Propp consistently if the hero is female? Are all narratives about struggles between heroes and villains - or do we oversimplify them if we try to claim that they are? Many interesting narratives spring from a conflict between two characters who are neither villainous or heroic, 'just people'.
 Film: 2. Propp
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Roland Barthes argues that every narrative is interwoven with multiple codes…
 • The hermeneutic (enigma) coderefers to any element in a story that is not explained and, therefore, exists as an enigma for the reader, raising questions that demand explication.
 • Most stories hold back details in order to increase the effect of the final revelation of all truths. The best example may well be detective story genre.
 • We witness a murder & the rest of the narrative is devoted to determining the questions that are raised by the initial scene of violence. The detective investigates clues that, only at the end, reconstructs the story of the murder.
 Film: 3. Barthes
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• The proairetic (action) code • Refers to the other major structuring principle
 that builds interest or suspense on the part of a viewer - any action that implies a further narrative action.
 • E.g. a gunslinger draws his gun on an adversary & we wonder what the resolution of this action will be. To kill or to wound?
 • Suspense is thus created by action rather than by a reader's or a viewer's wish to have mysteries explained.
 • Your text & Barthes - how do action and enigma codes work within your text(s)? How do they help drive the narrative on?
 Film: 3. Barthes
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BINARY OPPOSITIONS
 • This is a sophisticated but important idea that will help you understand how ideas and meanings are being shaped, created or reinforced in a text. It is 'a theory of meaning' and an idea that can be applied to all texts.
 • In the mid-20th century, two major European academic thinkers, Claude Levi Strauss and Roland Barthes, had the important insight that the way we understand certain words depends not so much on any meaning they themselves directly contain, but much more by our understanding of the difference between the word and its 'opposite' or, as they called it 'binary opposite'. They realised that words merely act as symbols for society's ideas and that the meaning of words, therefore, was a relationship rather than a fixed thing: a relationship between opposing ideas. For example, our understanding of the word 'coward' surely depends on the difference between that word and its opposing idea, that of a 'hero‘.
 Film: 4. Strauss
 • Other oppositions that should help you understand the idea are the youth/age binary, the masculinity/femininity, the good/evil binary, and so on. Barthes and Levi-Strauss noticed another important feature of these 'binary opposites': that one side of the binary pair is always seen by a particular society or culture as more valued over the other.
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TASKS – EXAM PREP
 LEVEL 4 21-25“Candidates demonstrate a clear understanding of audience and relevant media theory and can relate concepts
 articulately to the production outcome, describing specific elements in relation to theoretical ideas about how media texts are produced for and received by audiences in various ways. Candidates offer a broad range of
 specific, relevant, interesting and clear examples of how their product can be understood in relation to relevant theories of audience and reception. The use of conceptual language is excellent. Complex issues have been
 expressed clearly and fluently using a style of writing appropriate to the complex subject matter. Sentences and paragraphs, consistently relevant, have been well structured, using appropriate technical terminology. There may
 be few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar”.
   CONSTRUCT AN ESSAY STRUCTURE
 INCLUDE: INTRODUCTION + THEORIES + RMT’S + CONCLUSION
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