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My Visual Literacy NarrativeBy: Jennie Sayre
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AGE 2At this age, my parents read
 picture books to me every night before bed. My favorites were Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by
 Bill Martin and Tacky the Penguin by Helen Lester. These books captivated my attention and got
 me interested in reading.
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Age 4At this age, I began to learn how to spell basic sight words. This made me feel empowered and I was so proud of myself. Once my little brother was born, I finally had
 someone younger to teach my new knowledge to. I would spend hours
 reciting the spelling of those words to him. I was so excited to share this
 knowledge with my new baby brother. Even before he was born, I would spell words like “ball” to my mom’s pregnant stomach. This gave me confidence, which I used to start
 learning how to read.
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Age 5To prepare myself for
 kindergarden, I frequently walked around my house
 carrying a diary and a pencil. In my diary, I practiced writing the ABCs over and over again. My
 mom told me that I never put my diary down. I was so
 excited to start school and to learn how to read. I wanted to
 make sure that I was as prepared as possible.
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The day had finally come! I got to start kindergarden! At this age, I started to learn how to read. At first, I read sloppily and it took me a great deal of time to sound
 out each word in a sentence. However, I had pure joy when I read because it was entertaining and empowering.

Page 6
						

Age 6At this age, I enjoyed reading Dr. Seuss books. My favorite was
 The Cat in the Hat. This book is hilarious and my brother and I
 always had a fun time reading it together.
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Ages 8-9Around age 8, I started to
 develop my own personal taste in literature. I now started to enjoy girly books, which my brothers would definitely not enjoy. I no longer solely read books that my brothers and I
 would all like. Angelina Ballerina is an excellent series
 of picture books that I fell in love with when I was eight years old.
 In fact, I began to collect the series because I enjoyed them
 so much.
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Ages 11-12
 At age 11, I began to move past picture books and
 started to read short chapter books. I really enjoyed The
 School Story by Andrew Clements. I felt so
 accomplished when I had finished this book because of
 its length.
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Age 13I entered my freshman year of high school as a
 reader. I loved reading and felt proud of my skills as a reader. However, my ninth grade Honors
 English class totally turned me against reading. That year, my school district teamed up with a
 literacy campaign. As a result, every student had to get assessed by a literacy specialist. They
 assessed my reading capabilities by quizzing me on difficult vocabulary words. They would solely
 ask me the definition of certain words without giving me the context to figure it out. As a result of this
 evaluation, I was assigned a reading level. Then, forty minutes every day of our eighty minute
 English class period was devoted to silent reading. However, I could only read books from the literacy campaign. Based on my evaluation, they told me that I could only choose books from the blue bin in the classroom. The blue bin only contained picture books targeted for third graders. This experience
 frustrated me and made me doubt my abilities as a reader. It was embarrassing to have to read picture books while all of my peers were at a higher color
 and were reading more age-appropriate books from the black or gold bins.
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Unfortunately…This totally turned me
 against reading. Instead of participating in silent reading,
 I frequently feel asleep during that time because the
 picture books were boring and insulting to have to read.
 I was not allowed to challenge myself and grow
 as a reader.
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Age 16I did not read any books in my
 personal time again until age 16. A friend had recommended this series and I decided to give it a chance. I ended up really enjoying this series and discovered that I greatly enjoy
 reading mystery books.
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Age 17My senior year of high school
 marked an important time in my life as a reader. I had really been
 growing in my faith and relationship with Jesus during this year. So, my faith motivated me to get back into reading. I desperately wanted to
 learn more about Christianity so that I could further my walk with God. As a result, I began reading the Bible and biblical commentaries.
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Also, I grew a lot as a reader my senior year of high school through Girl Scouts.
 For my Gold Award, I planned and organized a Free Book Fair for families
 in inner-city Harrisburg to promote literacy and reconciliation. This was an
 unbelievable experience! I collected over 4,000 books so each child was able to take home a bag filled with children’s books. These children were so excited to take books home to read. They all
 smiled with pure joy and were so proud of all of the reading that they would do with their new books. Also, the parents
 expressed sincere gratitude. This experience taught me that reading is
 powerful! It can reconcile people together, build confidence, and
 encourage education. This project also taught me that I am extremely
 passionate about reading and that I want to use books to promote
 reconciliation as a teacher. Therefore, I learned that my identity is a teacher-
 reader.
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Age 18My freshman year of college
 furthered my walk with God. As a result, my skills as a reader greatly improved because I
 continued to read articles, books, and even text books about
 different aspects of Christianity. I felt so proud of myself for my
 renewed interest in reading and I was so thankful to have this new knowledge because it allowed me to become a more faithful
 Christian.
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Age 19 (Present)My sophomore year of college
 has further ignited my passion for reading. I decided to take a
 children’s literature course and it totally changed my perspective about reading. I learned how important reading is and I am
 now interested in multiple genres of literature and not solely
 Christian literature. I am so excited to convey this passion to my students and help encourage
 them to see themselves as readers.
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