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SPEAKER:

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. My name is Drew. Welcome,
hello and welcome. It is nearly

Burns Night. We always make people welcome, we Scots, and that
is what I would like to do with you

this evening.

Before we start, I would like to say something thank yous. Thank
you to Ai-Media. We have Graham

Brown-Martin and Dawn. A round of applause for them.

Size does not matter, so they say, but 487 teachers should be at
this evening. 37 people signed up to

do a presentation, 3000 people visited the website where the
tickets were, and there are people here

from 13 different countries.

Give yourself a round of applause for coming. As far as things
are concerned, there is a bar at the

back, we were unable to secure sponsorship, for the first time
ever, unless anyone wants to close a

tab behind the bar, the beer is the prices that are shown.

If you are used to free drinks, that is not the case on this
occasion. Also, we have (unknown term),

Dawn helped to organise that. If you signed up for tickets, we
really do need your money, as Bob

Geldof would say.

We're going to have a couple of breaks, there will be an ample
opportunity to do that. Over to Oliver totalk about Ai-Media.

OLIVER QUINLAN:

Ai-Media are a company that provide various captioning services.
They very kindly offered to run

captioning of this event tonight.

If you want to tune into the captions, go to ai-live.com. You
can do this on any device, phones, tablets,

laptops. Click on "join my session". Entering the session ID
which is on the screen. UKBETT2301A.You will get a live text
display of everything that has been said.

It is running now, I can see my own voice being turned into
text. Something that will hopefully be

useful, there will be transcripts of all the presentations at
the end that you can refer to.

We will be tweeting out of this slide on the link with the
codes.

SPEAKER:

Thank you, Oliver, it will be really useful after the event to
see who spoke about what. We believe we

may be getting streaming, thank you very much to i2i. Once we
find an address for that, hopefully
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Graham will let you know what the address for the live stream
is.

Twitter, let's keep it short. TMBETT15. It would not be possible
without a sponsor. Before I say that,

we will get an email at the end, I will not be spamming you.

Any mail, maybe in one week's time, all of the information,
please don't dismiss it, it would not be

possible without our sponsors. Rising Stars, Ai-Media, Class
Dojo, just some of those who made this

evening possible.

GRAHAM BROWN-MARTIN:

Good evening, everybody, welcome to TeachMeet. I'm Graham
Brown-Martin, I will be your co-host

tonight along with the wonderful Dawn. TeachMeet is for teachers
by teachers. Sharing good practice.

We will not be talking about this this evening. The old ones are
the best ones. Why I'm here, I'm not

entirely sure, hopefully I will learn something.

No theory either, we do not want, "we think this might be
possible," what we're interested in is hearing

about the real things that you, as teachers, are doing, that are
working.

How TeachMeet works, people have put forward the names and what
they want to talk about this

evening. We were oversubscribed and cannot fit everyone in. We
have them on our magic randomiserthat Oliver will assist me
with.

There are two kinds of presentations, a 7 minute one which is a
micro. There is a 2 minute one which

is the nano. If you are rubbish there is a (unknown term) one, I
will pull you off the stage!

We're not sure about that, is (unknown term) smaller than nano?
Let's find out who are first speaker

will be?

OLIVER QUINLAN:

We will get the random number picker running. Oh! Sir Ken
Robinson. Where is Ken?

(Applause)

SIR KEN ROBINSON:

I'm still amazed. I have no idea. (inaudible).

Fantastic event, fantastic organisation. There was a book
published (inaudible) called The Empty

Space. (inaudible).
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You can get the (inaudible).

He said if you want to improve theatre, focus on the
relationship. And he said, don't add anything to it

that will get in the way. If you don't have costumes or writing,
make sure props do not get in the way of

it. You cannot substitute that for that relationship.

He has devoted his life to that. Done amazing productions around
the world. The reason I mention it,

the analogy with education is absolutely exact.

The heart of education is the relationship between teachers and
learners, that is it. Like some forms of

theatre, over the last 150 years of formal state education, that
relationship has become obscured and

clouded very often by all kinds of extraneous interests that get
in the way of teaching and learning.

The national curriculum standards, the architect schedules,
education has become a major industry. At

the very heart of it is the relationship between teachers and
learners. If that relationship is not good,

strong and healthy, education is not either.

All of these things distract from it, which is why I think of
teaching as an art form. It is about

encouraging, sustaining and supporting people to learn. There is
a big difference between learning

and education in the sense that kids learn anyhow.

The minute children are born, they are learning before they are
born. Kids pick up all kinds of things,

before they are born, about mood and attitude.

It is a tough audience, this! As I was saying earlier, one of
the most remarkable things children do is

learn to speak. But nobody teaches them to speak, you don't, if
you're a parent, you couldn't possibly

do it.

You do not reach a point where they are 18-month-olds where you
say, We need to talk. Or

specifically, you do. And this is how it is going to work.

You sit them down and say, these are a nouns, these are verbs.
It is far too complicated. They just

learn it. If they grow up in a house or a community where there
are several languages spoken, they

learn them all.

Learning is a natural thing. Education is a more formal system
where we think of things they ought to

learn which they may not come across, left to their own
devices.
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Teaching is that we can help them learn more effectively than
they might on their own. The problem,

as I see it, the formal structure of education has side-lined
that crucial relationship.

A substitute for it, standards, national curriculum, and
inspections. If you want a healthy education

system, it has to begin with teaching and learning. You cannot
improve education without supporting,

encouraging, developing and celebrating the work of
teachers.

You simply cannot do it. A good general does not fire on his own
troops. For me, the conversations

you are having at TeachMeet are critical. Not just to your
profession, but the health of education as a

whole.

As an organic thing it has to be supported. It is an art form
and depends upon constant, day-to-day

judgements.

A while ago, Rockwell School of Design in Toronto. It is called
Artistry Unleashed. It is a very good

book, it is not as good as my book. If you only have time to buy
one book, frankly, I would not bother

with it!

The book is about the artistry of different professions. There
is one example she gives which is great.

Someone is teaching horseriding. This guy used to be a lawyer,
he moved to the plains of America to

be a horseriding teacher.

This lesson he is taking in horseriding with this woman learning
to ride, she comes back and he says,

how did it go? She said, It was terrible. The horse was all over
the place, I don't get it.

He said, I took this horse out yesterday and had a fantastic
ride. I did the same thing today, he was out

of control. It was really not good.

He said, Maybe you were riding yesterday's horse. I think it is
a lovely metaphor. You cannot just dowhat you did yesterday and
hope it is going to work.

That is true of all teaching. You may do exactly the same thing
as you did the week before, but the

class is different, you are different, the weather is different.
It is judgement and assertion. That is what

teaching is about.

If you go to a restaurant (inaudible), so, the artistry of
teaching is fundamental. Until we celebrate that

and get the status it deserves, all the other discussions about
education will be (inaudible).

I was delighted today (inaudible) teachers are having them over
the country, I think it is the 10th year.
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Is it international now?

Thank you for letting me, and say a few words. Thank you.

(Applause)

SIR KEN ROBINSON:

The thing is, I have to go now. I have to catch a plane. Have a
great evening. Thank you, Graham.

Thank you.

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

Before we start TeachMeet properly. 2014 was a difficult year
for education.

For a lot of us here, we lost a very personal friend last year.
And this time last year was the last time

that a lot of us saw her. And that person is Bev Evans, who was
a truly inspirational lady, who I was

lucky enough to call my friend.

We are collecting in aid of Cancer Research in her honour.

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

There are some fantastic prizes. We have 100 of activities, a
bottle of Tattinger, a book by somebodycalled Graham, which is
really heavy. A signed copy of the Sir Ken Robinson book. And the
most

lovely well-being teacher mags. I would like to invite Carol
Allen to the stage now. She is way at the

back.

But she is just going to give you a bit more information about
why she means so much to so many

people.

CAROL ALLEN:

I was told it was after half-time, I haven't written it!
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It was this time last year, she was at this TeachMeet. For those
of you that know her, she was the

person who partied until dawn but had to leave early as she felt
tired, and that was the beginning of us

understanding. And we lost her a short time afterwards.

The reason we want to honour her is absolutely the colour that
that woman brought to education.

When these people, we always say nice things about them. That is
the way that our society works.

And yet, colour is the perfect world for Bev. You will see
colour in her clothes, colour in her hair, colour

in her eyes, colour in her language, colour in her activities.
But what makes her so special to myself

and several other people sitting here, lots of people sitting
here, is that she came back to children, the

same as I do, they don't get it, that need additional help, that
need additional support, and that just

need the other ways of working. They are often the children that
bring standards down, if you are

interested in standards, and they bring data down, but they are
kids who want to learn and she got

that.

I bet those of you are still using her. The endorsements are
still there. And here's another genius thing

about this woman. She understood technology and all the new
things in technology, and we are going

to hear about some amazing things in this session. But she also
understood that loads of teachers like

using PowerPoint. And she didn't look down on that, and she
showed people how to use it creatively,

how to use it effectively, and how to use it to support
children's learning.

If that is where the teacher was, Bev created the resources to
go there. That is something we need tohold in our hearts. It
doesn't matter what the technology is, it can be something witty,
it can be

something amazing, it can be something new, but it can be
something very simple that reduced and

supplied and supported in the right way, makes a huge difference
for the children I work with.

She was one of the most sharing people, that is the point of
TeachMeet, but you could text her at silly

o'clock and say, she was also very artistic, I am not, you could
say, "I need a picture of a little boy

drinking milk that I can use. I need it urgently." If she did
not have it in her mega repertoire, she was

clever enough to draw it for me there and then. It would appear
back in seconds. It was that kind of

generosity, that kind of giving, that kind of sharing that
TeachMeets are all about and what Bev was allabout. But it is all
about colour, all about life.

Sadly we have lost her and her family mourn her, and her friends
mourn her, and it is absolutely right

that we do this tonight, this raffle, because I bet there is
nobody here that has not been touched

personally, because it is a pervasive disease.

We have gone to do the raffle, and we want to remember Bev. And
a huge thank you to her for

everything she shared with all of us. Thank you.

(Applause)
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SPEAKER:

You may be wondering why you are sitting in rows at a social
event. It is not a perverse taking it out on

you. But what I want you to do because we have a break now and
we will get into the TeachMeet

proper, we want you to move around a little bit. We can't do
anything about the chairs being in rows.

And assuming everybody knows everybody, could you during the
break that we have, go up to

someone that you don't know. And say, just ask them what their
best day of being a teacher was.

What was their best they? Would you do that for me? Yes?

SPEAKER:

Come and see me with your 10 and I would like to thank
ClassDojo, who have put 500 behind the

bar. Thank you! 5 minutes, go and talk and ask questions, off
you go. No moving yet. Still no moving.

SPEAKER:

Just to remind you, bring your 10 to Dawn for the TeachMeet. We
are still waiting for some people to

come forward. Shall we name them?

SPEAKER:I'm going to interrupt, we're going to select our first
victim... speaker on stage. If you don't mind taking

a seat somewhere, ideally not where you are sitting before. I
have no idea what I'm doing with the

random picker.

And we're off. Oh! It is Joe Dale! No pressure at all.

SPEAKER:

OK, I'm hoping this is going to work. I'm hoping... Good. 7
minutes. For the last year and a bit I havebeen very excited about
App Smashing, I'm going to tell you all about it.

This is what App Smashing is, I came across the term from a
former history teacher called Greg about

the process of using multiple apps in the process of one another
to complete a final task or project.

Everything I'm going to show you today is to do with iPads. App
Smashing can be about any tablets. It

is really exciting, I'm going to share with you right now. Lisa
Johnson has come up with the term App

Synergy.

What App Smashing is, create contact with one app, create
contact with another app, merge them
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together is the smashing bit, and ideally you publish the
content onto the web. You do not have to do

the last bit, but it is engaging for the students and hopefully
raising standards as a result.

One of the key ideas about App Smashing, you need to use apps
which push and pull content,

knowing which apps work nicely with each other. In order to
create a Smash-tivity, you need to use the

camera as a hub.

You import that into (unknown term), put it into an app like
(unknown term) so the character can speak

over the top of the images. Say that to the camera as a video.
Do the same thing multiple times, put

them into something like thing link or make them into an
overlay.

I think it is really important to not just concentrate on one
app, use a range of different apps to push

the students forward. If we just use iMovies to make a film, it
is not enough. You need to challenge

students all the time.

This is a screenshot of a video clip about App Smashing. It is
this push, pull idea. I'm sure you

recognise some of these here.

This is a fantastic book which I cannot recommend enough, it is
free and it is by Greg Colarich. It has

lots and lots of recipes for App Smashing. Making things like
interactive comics, word clouds based on

ideas, it is absolutely fantastic and I recommend having a look
at it.

It is also about (unknown term) has an educator in Nebraska. He
had made these cards, there is a

general whose done and App Smash card. Simple instructions on
how to use different apps to create a

multimedia, creative outcome. In this case you have a (unknown
term) character, he had a word cloud

behind eight on keywords to do with the topic which I presume is
history.

If you want to know more about App Smashing, this is a
presentation from 2013. He did that at a

summit in Boston in the USA. I was lucky enough to go to Boston,
I'm only 6 foot 2, you can see howtall Greg is.

I was not asked to speak, it was a fantastic opportunity to meet
Greg and other enthusiastic educators

to do with iPads. Myself, and other people took part in an App
Smash live. They're available on Mark's

YouTube channel.

I would encourage you to have a look at them. You will learn a
lot if you're interested in this topic. This

code will take you to the first video we did.

It is about 15 minutes long, it should get you started. For the
last year and a half I have been putting

Bett - TeachMeet (UKBETT2301A)

Page 8 of 26 Downloaded on: 24 Jan 2015 10:01 AM


	
8/9/2019 TeachMeet BETT2015 Transcript

9/26

together a Pinterest board and the (unknown term) model which I
think works very well achieving

redefinition in the classroom.

Perhaps the way of doing that is to App Smashing, have a look at
the Pinterest board. If you want to

hear this presentation in a longer form, there is an audio
version of this which I did as a webinar. You

can access this via the QR code.

There's a webinar I did last year which goes into a lot of
detail about the (unknown term) model, and

finally, if you want to download this presentation, here is the
QR code.

If you would like to download this PDF, feel free to do so. That
is all I wanted to say.

(Applause)

[Derek.Captioner is Live]

SPEAKER:

The next one is Yay! Mark, come up.

He was here.

Spin it again. Do I remove him, then? No? Hands up, do we remove
Mark or not? You are a harsh

bunch, I am not removing him. I am spinning it again.

It is Stewart.

Go on!

SPEAKER:

This is going to be the ultimate test of the Ai interpretation.
Can it handle a Glaswegian accent? So I

will start speaking really fastly and see how it works.

If you want a really good YouTube video, Google Scottish lift
accent. YouTube that and it is fantastic.

Two men fighting in a lift, really good.

I am here and I am going to be talking about a journey. A
journey is going to be because previously

mining was (unknown term), I have met people I have never met
before and I have been talking about

for 10 years. It freaked me out. I was lying in bed last
night

Bett - TeachMeet (UKBETT2301A)

Page 9 of 26 Downloaded on: 24 Jan 2015 10:01 AM


	
8/9/2019 TeachMeet BETT2015 Transcript

10/26

By gabbling very quickly through the presentation called Drop
The Pilot. How confident was I? We

don't need pilots any more. Let's do it. That was in 2006. We
need to get on with this now.

The journey is from the island of Islay. Who has heard of it?
Whiskey is the most famous product.

Those of you who don't know, there are twice as many people in
this room right now as my entire

school, including all the staff right now.

In 2006, we started a journey, we said, "How do we want to
change?" and we developed lots and lots

of technology.

But actually, the technology is the secondary part. We
completely changed our approach to the

curriculum. In Scotland, secondary education is from 13 to
18.

When you go to sit your exams, you start processing, you go
through the sausage factory. We said,

"why are we doing this?" It may not be appropriate for these
pupils to be in this class at this time. In

fact, it wasn't. So we completely changed. We created multi-age
classes. It sounds revolutionary but

actually primary schools have been doing it for ages, it is
small schools. A small primary has 12

schools in it. That is on this island of Jura.

Of primary schools lead into the high school. The high school
has 227 pupils right now. Not a bigschool. We approach things very
traditionally. We added in vocational education, because we are
very

good at getting a certain percentage to university. The rest
didn't matter. Didn't count. Is that what we

do? Cast them aside?

We didn't tell the message of, you are not very intelligent,
sorry, I am pointing in your general direction.

You are not intelligent, we will take you out of the academic
subjects, and you will be vocational.

Vocational was of equal value in the curriculum, and different
people would choose them. You would

do a course for a year, intensely.

Then you would choose five more courses, and actually the pupils
were getting more qualifications of

a greater breadth in a tiny community. If we can do it, anybody
can do it.

I have been told that it is dead easy to do this with a small
school. Actually, it is not difficult. There are

less people to do the work. Can you imagine being in a school
where you are the only art teacher in

that school, with nobody else to share the workload. How do you
do that? You have to then work with

technology.

We used tablets. We had to use tablet PCs for the teachers,
wireless predictors, no interactive
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Sarah Prophet, come on down! Woo! Come on, come on. Come on!
Come on!

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

Ian Edison, come on down.

SPEAKER:

One at a time.

SPEAKER:

When does the 2 minutes start?

OK, fantastic. My presentation is a bit of an appeal as much as
the presentation. It is called the island

machine.

I am a new pastoral leader, and an active blogger and teacher. I
have organised quite a few

TeachMeets.

There is very little research, one of the big things at the
minute. Is it because it is not interesting or

impressive as the latest pedagogy.

Does it get in the way of teaching or is it something that is
too subjective and individual to our schools?

So to put something out is of no value.

All of us have a part to play.

Taking reasonable ownership in our classroom, there is so little
actually written out there. There are

very few people writing about these things, but if we don't talk
about behaviour, then we are not goingto get good behaviour in our
classroom.

As form tutors in classrooms, we spent the most time with our
students and we notice lots of different

things, and we deal with the immediate consequences. What is it
that you do to help that whole big

system in your school, or do you pass it on and leave it to the
next person?

Again, with citizenship, PSHE, what you contribute to that in
your whole school? All of us are pastoral

leaders.

We need to start this conversation, because things like
attendance, punctuality and behaviour are key

Bett - TeachMeet (UKBETT2301A)

Page 12 of 26 Downloaded on: 24 Jan 2015 10:01 AM


	
8/9/2019 TeachMeet BETT2015 Transcript

13/26

to students learning in your school. What part do you play? Why
do we not discuss this more at

TeachMeets? Why are there not more people tweeting about the
question of why are there not more

people blogging about it? These are issues at primary and
secondary. They will increase the learning,

if we can get them right.

Being a pastoral leader, no one will ever think you are right.
If you write a blog about it, that is why we

don't take the risk, because lots of people will be ready to say
we are wrong. It is just a bit of an appeal

to you, maybe we can start these conversations.

Thank you very much.

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

It is very, very brief. I have no voice.

I am standing here before you and my Twitter is @sarahprophet1.
I stand here as a governor. This

week I became chair of my governors. I wanted to ask a question
of all the wonderful teachers here.

Can you please put your hand up if you know every single one of
your school governors...

That is quite a small number of you. From my point of view, and
I am sure from yours, you need to be

holding your school governors to account, like they are holding
you to account. They are making is avery important decisions that
actually affect your lives and how you teach.

One of the things I will be doing is getting to know my teachers
better and spending a lot more time in

the classroom. So I would please advise you to get involved and
know who your school governors are

by inviting them to your classrooms and showing them what you
are doing. Thank you.

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

Mr Edison.

SPEAKER:

I want to quickly talk about an app to use in school. We had
been using Skitch for taking photos. We

can then annotate them.

We have children who find writing difficult, they find certain
things quite tricky. We use whiteboards all

the time, we can take a photo then annotate using arrows or
notes, then they have a picture with

annotation on.
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There's a child in my class about four years behind where he
should be. He does a lot of stuff that is

not always written down, but using Skitch, he can take a photo
of this white board work, circle certain

things if he wants to.

Other children have written work and annotated it like that. We
did a translucent, transparent, opaque

thing. They were saying, "What is this material called?" I don't
know, take a photo of it. I'm not doing

that just because there should be some evidence in the books,
but it is nice to take a photo and show

the learning journey of what the children have in doing.

We have android app, once they have taken it, it can go to
Google drive, and they can blog it or do

whatever they want to.

There is one thing we have done with Skitch, probably a first,
but we will give it a go. We have done

this with Skitch.

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

The first baby ever announced at a TeachMeet.

SPEAKER:

Thank you, Skitch is not just use for pregnancy announcements.
You can use it in the classroom as

well. Thank you very much.

SPEAKER:

Congratulations. I think that is probably one of the coolest
ways to share you're going to be a father.

OK, here we go.

OK, a group of you coming up, yes? Where the rest of you? Hre
they leaving you, Drew?

SPEAKER:

I have several colleagues who hopefully will join me, we're not
going to take 7 minutes. But just to tell

you and inspire you, we are schools from Rickmansworth in
England.

SPEAKER:

My name is Jos. I come from Spain.

SPEAKER:
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We have Niels from Denmark.

SPEAKER:

Maria from Italy.

SPEAKER:

Not just anywhere in Italy, right on the heel of the boot of
Italy. As far away as you can get.

SPEAKER:

Dominique from France.

SPEAKER:

Alexander from Austria.

SPEAKER:

Martina from the Czech Republic.

SPEAKER:

The reason why we put down the fact we wanted to speak, we are
part of what was formerly called

(unknown term) and is now known as Erasmus+. We, as schools,
come together by applying for

funding. We each got 25,000 to work together.

Seven schools times 25,000, you can see how much that was. These
colleagues have come with

other colleagues as well as their students were visiting my
school at the moment.

We have all visited Vienna, France, we're going to (inaudible)
next. And we have been to

Copenhagen. We have our colleagues in the Czech Republic to
visit as well.

If you do not know about Erasmus+, any school can apply. There
are a variety of different programs

you can apply for, you can apply to work with one another
school, or several other schools.

For a two-year project, you get the money to enable you to go
and visit like these people visited my

school and I visited them. And we have all visited each other.
Our project was to do with values. It is

also worthwhile putting this is a topic because I wanted to
speak to you, there has been much made in

the press about British values.

With British values, I'm not in agreement with as much as I am
with the values we have looked at. My

school, we noticed girls were not behaving the way we thought
they should. Lacking politeness, not

showing the commitment we expected of them.
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What we, in my school, for about seven years we have had this, a
value a month. It may be

commitment, participation, we focus on it for a month.

We wondered how it would translate to these other countries. We
found when we visited Denmark, in

their school, within only a few months of learning from, they
have already implemented the whole

system.

Visiting the school was a different challenge, a private girls
school in a ghetto area just outside

Copenhagen, amazing challenges, but it is an amazing school.

Just as Mariella has, challenging their to work, and different
challenges to the one I had in my school.

Using these values, we have worked on a project for two years.
You write a report at the end of the

project, that is your commitment to getting funding.

Because it has been so successful for all of us, all I can urge
you to do... The deadline to apply for

funding is February.

SPEAKER:

It has just been changed.

SPEAKER:March. Can you put your hand up if you have ever done a
Comenius before? Maybe many of you don't

know. You have a living, breathing example here of a success
story that has brought us here. Some of

us are considering applying doing it again.

There is nothing better to do this or community than learning
from others. When I have done this talk

to my colleagues, one of my favourite singers Tom Waits, he
says, "never miss my home town until I

stay away too long."

I like to think there is a connection between that and not
noticing around you. People in other schools

may not be doing that. I urge you to try it. Thanks to my
colleagues were doing so well. Thanks to the

staff.

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

Fabulous. Makes you wish that Mauritius and Barbados were part
of Europe, doesn't it? Just a little

joke. Here we go.
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It is (inaudible). He is dancing. Let's go.

SPEAKER:

I have brought a lot of technology with me. I don't think I need
it. I will just type this in.

SPEAKER:

I love the way you looked at us.

SPEAKER:

This might work, I just need to download something. I had
something else planned, the lady was

talking before about Bev Evans, I thought, I wonder if she would
have ever used this here. I cannot talk

and do stuff at the same time.

I want you to join me on an adventure. You are in the Bett
arena. Do you want to sit next to Miles

Berry, or do you want to walk out to the bar? What you want to
do?

Someone said sit next to Miles Berry. Unfortunately, you realise
there is a massive posse of fans

gathered around Miles Berry.

You can choose to go back to the start, or sit next to Tony
Parkin. Tony Parkin. The bar is not an

option. As you approach Tony Parkin, he moves and runs off to
sit next to Miles Berry.

Shall we go and try to sit next to Miles Berry? Oh, no, we get
back there and there are still no seats.

Let's go back to the start.

There is a large, empty white chair, it looks very comfortable.
Just as you go to sit down...

There are a lot of people looking up. You make an excuse, "I
think I need to go to the bar." You walk

into the bar, there is an announcement which says, "There is a
free bar." Would you continue walkingor would you run?

So, we make a run for the bar. You trip over a large copy of a
book. I forget the name of the book,

someone had left it on the floor. You feel embarrassed, pick
yourself up and carry on walking. When

you arrive at the bar, you are aware everyone else has gone back
to their seats.

You're going to be Billy No-Mates. Look who is there, Ken
Robinson. I spent 7 minutes creating this

story. I wanted to show you it is a tool that anyone can use, it
works on any platform. If you have a little

20 computer that is changing the world, or another 20 computer
that you could change the world

with which runs a thing called (unknown term), it doesn't
matter.
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The tool I'm using is called Twine. You can model and predict
things, you can use it to build all sorts of

scenarios you can imagine. You can use Twine in different ways,
you can download it or do it online.

How much time do I have left?

Do you want to know how to use it? Do you choose to know about
Twine? OK, if you use it online, you

only have to be able to use a keyboard, and know where square
brackets are. I'm going to make a

new story, we will call it Dragon Adventure.

You double-click on something and say, "You are in a room." If
you put in square brackets, you can

say, "Go left" or "Go right".

Once you have finished with that story, you close that, look, it
has created... You can go into the left

box. "You went left, you idiot." In Irish that is, "You
eejit".

You can click, and export it as Javascript. You can put it in
Dropbox, anyone can have a free cloud

account. You are effectively creating a web page. Another 2
minutes left?

For 2 minutes, you now have that much time to talk to the person
next to you and say, "I have this

brilliant idea how we can use that as well in our teaching."

Talk to each other for 2 minutes, how could you use a tool like
Twine?

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

(inaudible)

SPEAKER:

(inaudible)

SPEAKER:

Thank you, Alan. Another lovely 2 minutes of talking time, or
maybe not.

Davey.

(inaudible)

SPEAKER:Hello, I'm David. Tweet me if you want to. It would be
really fun. I can't remember what I said, but I will

find out. I thought I would start with this because I like
pictures of myself. This is all about basically a
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story.

That is somewhere in Iceland. Would you can imagine is me
weaving a story to our children and our

children do this amazing unit on Iceland, the country not the
supermarket, because I am a geography

teacher. And we have done loads of stuff about geography, lots
of literacy, lots of maths and lots ofbits and pieces about
that.

We do stuff about volcanoes because volcanoes are cool. We are
doing stuff about this because

geography is good, because things are bonkers. There is a woman
in high-heeled boot things. Where

is a man in cool scarf stuff.

In Iceland, you get big ash clouds that stops us flying anywhere
and the world shuts down because no

one can fly.

If young people haven't been there, it is like being in space,
really. They have got no way of connecting

to that place. And as a geographer and as a teacher, I am always
thinking about how I can connect

young people to places, and how I can find out. And of course,
one of the things they always do is go

to Google. And so, here is Google. And Google Earth is really
accurate.

There is an island called Sandy Island. Does anybody know the
story of Sandy Island? Sandy Island

doesn't exist, but it is on Google. That is a problem for me. As
a geographer, students use Google or

Bing. People use Google and find things out, and they will go
from that and think, Sandy Island. And

they can find out a load of stuff about that, but Sandy Island
doesn't exist.

The Mail Online, it is a dodgy paper, but this is a
technological site, so it is fine. There are all these

phantom islands. We have been spending six weeks on Iceland. We
don't know whether this place is

there or not. And I quite like mascara because I have curly
eyelashes. But the people would be can't

see is the bit in a circle where 71% of 104 women agree that
this mega body mascara makes you look

amazing.

You have data that is weird, and yet, we are a technology age,
where I can be quite lazy, to be honest.

It isn't it some iPad and stuff. And they go, I found out all
about Iceland. And after six weeks, they

come into this on the board. Iceland does not exist. They freak
out a little bit because we have doneit for six weeks.

I asked them if they can prove it. Who has been to Iceland?
Usually none of them have. And if they

have, I get rid of them. But how can you use the internet to
prove that an island exists? This is a bit of

a problem, because if Iceland doesn't exist, then Google is
wrong. They say it is on Google, but

islands don't exist. How do you know it is there? They can use
Bing maps. It is a problem.

Generally, all I give them is this. This is a nice thing to do.
And children have a bit of an issue with

being critical against each other and asking questions. I don't
have a problem because I am a teacher,I am not very nice either and
think ideas are rubbish. So the children have some problems. I was
a bit

gutted Google glasses have gone. I was going to introduce you to
curiosity glasses.
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You get some curiosity notes and you tear a hole in them. How
long left? You stick them on your eyes

like this.

But the thing is with these, now I can be a completely different
person. And if I go to a random child,Joe Debbins, and go, "Do you
know what, with these glasses, it means I am the critical examiner.
I put

these on, I am the headteacher or someone who is going to ask
questions. Children are trying to

figure out if Iceland exists. I should have plucked my eyebrows.
It makes children safer asking

questions.

And then I thought I would end up with this, because in National
Geographic and creativity and all of

that stuff, I think, you know, I read this, that a great
innovation of our time is quite a long time ago,

when people started painting in caves. And sometimes we don't
really need the internet and all this

kind of cool stuff, we just need some post-it notes you can
write on them and make cool glasses.

Thank you for listening, if that did not make sense, you are not
the first people to not understand what I

have talked about, but thank you.

(Applause)

Whoever these are, I will be over there.

SPEAKER:

As you have noticed, Jordan and I are having a drinking game
while this is running. Every time we

finish one of these, we take a bottle

SPEAKER:

Dave is wearing his glasses for the rest of the evening.

SPEAKER:

Make sure he does, and I am sure there will be a beer in it for
him later. And where are we? Let's go.

OK, David. We will take him off. Let's go. Round and round Ah,
some nanos. Get ready. Get ready.

First one up is Oh, Abbey Mann. Perfect. OK.

Come on down, and Nick Hughes. Yes.

(inaudible) and Dougal. Come on down.

Was that three? Who is first? You are first.

That is the point about the drinking game, as it goes on, it
gets more and more (inaudible).

There is a bar behind here selling beer.
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SPEAKER:

Is the internet working? Hello, everyone.

That is not very good. Hello, everyone.

I want to show you two resources I have been using in my
classroom. I am a teacher at a prep school

in Hammersmith. These are two more companies, that is why I said
about the little guys. I met them at

a few different events, and I have been chatting to them and
getting them to try and improve their

product. It is important that we engage in these little things
that we start to love, and get them to make

them better.

You might have heard of them. If you haven't, you will by the
end of this. One is called Code

Kingdoms.

Anyone heard of this before? Give me a whoop. No? It is a fun
game on one side, it is free. The guys

are getting feedback.

I invited them into get them talking to their demographic. The
other one that I particularly love is Erase

All Kittens. Has anyone heard of it?

The guy in charge of the company is 19. He has come up with this
great and fun website. I engaged

with them and got them to come in. The kids used it as well and
gave them feedback. Hopefully they

get an idea of how this piece of software is developed as well.
If you have not played it, save some

kittens.

They are two really good applications. They are new and in beta,
not finished yet, but the more we

play with them, the more we feedback to company, the better the
tools will get. And that is what we

want them for.

And if we can engage with them and talk to them, they will get
even better. Thank you.

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

Dougal McCormack.

SPEAKER:

We want to talk quickly. Two years ago, three years ago, had a
conversation on Twitter.

SPEAKER:

Four years ago.
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SPEAKER:

Dreadful head flashes We had a conversation, comments from
Julian Wood, and conversations

about the cost of training and that it is always in London. So
we decided we could do it for free.

CampEd in our movement. Alex does it in the summer. Please take
this back. If you look at CampEd

14 or 15 on Twitter, it is a family based CPD in a field, in a
tent, normally based around a residential

centre with lots of people that have been here today. And it is
a fantastic way to share pedagogy whilst

in somewhere that is not a city or town's that are going to be
bombed when a train goes past.

SPEAKER:

Everybody, look up. Look at that. Look at the horror, the horror
of where you are right now. You are in

some hideous dystopian future, where the world is excluded.
Where is the sky? Where are the trees?

Where is the grass? CampEd allows the roof to be removed. CampEd
allows the walls fall away.

CampEd stretches the gorgeous time you had earlier when you were
talking to someone about the

best day you ever had as a teacher, and it stretches it into the
countryside, and it stretches it into a

three hour gorgeous walk through lovely Yorkshire landscape. And
it allows you to do the stuff that

actually is the best stuff, which is the bit in between when
people are up here talking to you, or the bits

in between when you are doing that learning.

SPEAKER:

May halftime, we have another one in Yorkshire. Please come and
join us.

SPEAKER:

23rd and 24th of May, CampEd15 on Twitter.

SPEAKER:

Just a quick technical change over. Oh, no!

SPEAKER:I will go with that. OK, I did have a PowerPoint, but it
is a technical hitch. Earlier on, Sir Ken talked

about the relationship between the school and the teacher. I'm
here to wave the flag for teacher well-

being. If it is not considered an issue, the student-teacher
relationship is not going to be as good as we

want it to be.

I donated the teacher well-being bag to the raffle, hopefully
you will see what that is about later. I'm

just going to run through two tiny statistics. One in four new
teachers leave the profession after five

years. 52% of teachers over the past 12 months have considered
leaving.

That is not good enough for the best job in the world, that is
what I consider it to be. In my school, I
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introduced well-being bags. Each department got a well-being
bagful of different things. Cook books,

the only instruction was, you are not allowed to use them with
students, you had to use them with your

department area to raise the issue of well-being.

I tweeted about it, it got a positive response, that is why I am
here today to spread awareness. If you

go to my blog, you will find more information on how to use
those items. That is it, that is all I came to

talk about.

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

The plan is to do one more a 7 minute, we will then take a
break, about 10 minutes. During the 10

minutes, we will do the raffle.

(inaudible) otherwise I will have to take it all home. Next
up...

SPEAKER:

It has got a bit quiet with the applause, guys!

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

OK, guys, you are going to be logging onto enthusedlearning.com.
If you could go to student login

now, the room number is 122274.

Ah... 12274, wait a minute, it might not work. We're going to
abandon that one for now. I'm Neil Atkins.

I have a passion for humanity.

This is a technology conference, we see some fabulous
technology, but we seem to have lost some

humanity. We have to go through three stages, humanity,
pedagogy, then put the technology in there.

I want to start today by saying, how are we going to put these
three things together? Could you just put

your fingers in front of you, please?

This is the last one before the break. One finger goes away from
you, one finger comes towards you,

they cross at the top and the bottom, go!
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If it is easy, you are doing is wrong. They cross at the top and
at the bottom. That is pretty rubbish,

guys. Get the camera on it.

I was going to leave, it is getting very cold, it is now too
late to leave. Right foot, rotate in a clockwise

direction, right hand, draw a large six in the air, keep your
foot going in the same way.

OK, and stop, thank you. Put up your hand if you failed one or
both of those tasks. Put your hands

down. Let's get something straight, there is no failure. I'm a
scientist, and we never fail. We learn

things, failure is not the end, it is the start of a
process.

I'm going to do a little thing about thinking as well. I will
ask you three questions, shout your answers

out.

What is 2+2?

21+47?

21x47?

Look around the room, look at all the people smiling. What
that's my list telling me, I'm not bothering to

work this out, I'm going to smile instead. Put your hand if that
is right.

And we moan about the kids not thinking. There's a really good
reason for this. there is a book called

thinking fast and slow, 21+47 is a fairly simple process. Lots
of you dropped out at that stage.

When we came to 21x47, you have two choices. Think or smile at
me instead. What did you choose to

do? You choose to smile, thinking is effortful. Your pupils
dilate, your heart rate increases, your blood

sugar increases, it goes through the roof.

We cannot expect our students to think. Guess what, we don't. I
want you to look at this. I have three

boxes here, I'm going to push them over. I want you to think,
what order are they going to fall over in.

OK. What order are they going to fall in? One on your left is a
full one, then half full one. If you think

the last one to fall over is the full one, put your left hand
up. Don't do it now.

If you think the half full one, both hands. Three, two, one, go.
Look around at someone who has a

different opinion to you and tell them why they are wrong.

OK, stop, thank you. Can you put your hand if you've changed
your mind. Put up your hand if you have

Bett - TeachMeet (UKBETT2301A)

Page 24 of 26 Downloaded on: 24 Jan 2015 10:01 AM


	
8/9/2019 TeachMeet BETT2015 Transcript

25/26

changed your mind. Look at that. Once we make a decision, we
make a decision. Who would like to

see the answer?

Oh.

(Laughter)

SPEAKER:

Sorry, guys, the video finishes there. This is what education is
about, as soon as something is

complete, you stop thinking about it. I did this with students,
as soon as they get to argue, guess what

they do, they (inaudible) and it becomes part of theirs.

At the end of the lesson I said, we will leave it to next
lesson. The girl at the back lost the plot. She

said, What? You are going to leave us in suspense? You are the
most annoying teacher alive. And I

went, "Thank you very much."

Before she left she said, "I am going to go and do that at
home." You're going to go do some physics

at home?

We need to think about how we can get that thinking. I want to
show you this ever so quickly. Go to the

room number 87474.

I'm going to ask you to do a draw and respond ever so quick.
What I want you to do... Enthuse draw.

This should appear on your screen, draw that and explain to me
why the box falls over. We'll have a

look and see if we can get that back. Enthuse draw.

This will be on the thing is we come back from your break. Thank
you very much, guys.

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

Thank you. Now it is the raffle. Someone had another prize they
wanted to bring up. Here it comes.

(Applause)

SPEAKER:

We have the gorgeous Miles Berry to draw the raffle. We're going
to get a list of the prizes again, we

have had some more. Ian is going to type it on screen in case
you cannot hear me.
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SPEAKER:

There are two colours, yellow and blue. Do not get confused. Two
colours, yellow and blue.

There are 28 prizes. Thank you to all the people who
donated.

(inaudible)

SPEAKER:

If your number is up, come out, please.

SPEAKER:

(inaudible)

SPEAKER:

Sorry, we forgot one. (inaudible).

SPEAKER:

Tickets are being checked over here.

(inaudible)

(Applause)

(inaudible)

SPEAKER:Talk to people, get a drink. We will reconvene in about
3 and a half minutes.
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