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Smart Phones in EducationSmart Phones are cell phones that have
 computer like capabilities. For example, e-mail, internet and e-book access and other computer characteristics.
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Activities Utilizing Smart PhonesLessons that could implement smart phone use
 range from assigning homework and other classroom assignments through the phone, or actual activities utilizing the phone for research on the internet. The smart phone could also be used for submitting homework or other assignments.
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The Benefits of the Smart Phones in the Classroom
 Benefits of using a smart phone in the classroom are the use of paper is reduced greatly. Another benefit is assisting students in knowing when work is due.
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Challenges about using Smart Phones in the classroomThe first obstacle using smart phones in the
 classroom is, not every student has one. Another challenge is making sure instruction on how to use the phone is clear a precise. Lastly, a difficult challenge is how do we regulate the phones so they are only used for classroom activities within that classroom. How would we keep students from copying test or other assignments and sending them to other students?
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ISTE\NET Standards concerning Smart Phones
 Technology Standards that are included while using this device include: Communication and Collaboration, Research and Information Gathering, Digital Citizenship and Technology Operations and Concepts
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Netbooks in EducationNetbooks are laptop computers that are
 designed for internet access and wireless communication. These are different from a notebook computer because they are usually only used form web-based research or projects
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Activities using Netbooks in the ClassroomLessons and activities utilizing netbooks could
 range from conducting research to writing essays. Most netbooks have printing capabilities so there’s no problem printing.
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Benefits of NetbooksThey are very easy to use and they do not take
 up very much space so in a classroom where space is limited these are very convenient. Also, netbooks are very light weight there fore can be transported from class to class easily. Also, using a netbook ,again, cuts down on the paper issue both for the teacher and the student.
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Challenges with using Netbooks in the Classroom Not every student has a Netbook and to supply
 every student with one would be very expensive. Also, personal is needed for the maintenance and upkeep. Lastly, netbooks have less memory and a smaller central processing unit, so they do not hold as much information and typically run slower.
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ISTE\NET Standards concerning Netbooks
 Technology Standards that are included while using this device include: Communication and Collaboration, Research and Information Gathering, Digital Citizenship and Operations and Concepts

Page 12
						

Handheld MP3 Players in EducationMP3 players are downloading and listening
 devices. These devices are small and usually have plug in capabilities, meaning they can be plugged into computers or stereos. Headphones are usually used to listen to material. Speakers can also be connected to this device for listening convenience.
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Activities Utilizing MP3 PlayersMost of the activities utilizing MP3 players
 have to do with listening. Whether it be listening to directions on how to complete a lesson or listening to books or research to complete a project or essay.
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Benefits of Using MP3 Players in EducationReading is very difficult for several students.
 An MP3 player allows a student to listen instead of read. This action alone could enhance learning and increase grades, even comprehension. Also, these devices are not as expensive as some computer used in education. Lastly, these devices make it easy to listen to material while being somewhere other than the classroom.
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Challenges of Using MP3 Players in EducationJust as with other types of technology every
 student does not own an MP3 player so some may have to be supplied by the school or system. Another challenge may be limited memory on the player. Some players may even require multiple memory cards so students may encounter problems keeping track of the cards. The 2 most important challenges usually are the lifespan, or durability of the device and the short battery life of some MP3 players.
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ISTE\NET Standards concerning MP3 Players
 Technology Standards that are included while using this device include: Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making, Digital Citizenship and Technology Operations and Concepts
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Interactive White Boards in Education
 White boards are devices that usually connect to a computer or projector. These boards are usually used in place of a traditional board to show work, lectures or other information shown to a class or large amount of people. The actual boards are usually mounted to the wall or stand on a table/desk of some sort.

Page 18
						

Activities Using White BoardsMany activities can be used with white boards.
 Lectures, working on sentence structure, even math lessons can be taught using white boards. This can be done because of student interaction with the board. Once again it takes the place of a traditional board, plus enhances the use of technology in the classroom.
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Benefits of Using Interactive White Boards in EducationWhite boards are very useful in showing work
 to whole classroom. They are also very useful in contributing to increase knowledge of technology to classes. Students can interact using pointers to select or draw items, this action alone, allowing the student to interact both with technology other students makes an interactive white board worth having in a classroom.
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Challenges of Using Interactive White Boards in EducationInteractive white boards are very expensive.
 Many school systems do not have any, others may only have one, maybe two in a whole school. Also, one of the challenges is the focus using the white board may be misdirected. For example, if a white board is being used in an English class to study sentence structure the students may pay more attention to the technology of the board rather than the sentence structure they were supposed to be learning.
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ISTE\NET Standards concerning Interactive White Boards
 Technology Standards that are included while using this device include: Creativity and Innovation, Communication and Collaboration , Research and Information Gathering, Digital Citizenship and Technology Operations and Concepts
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ConclusionSeveral types of technologies have been
 discussed. Smart phones, netbooks, MP3 players and interactive white boards, all have positive and negative effects on the classroom. All of these devices or technologies will be in the future of education the only question is the method in which teachers will utilize these devices. These devices have several benefits in education, but several say that these devices slow the education process. (Interactive White Boards, 2010) Most agree that advances in technology is expensive but well worth the investment both for students and teachers.
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