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The commissioning process of script writing

Page 2
						

Who is involved in the commissioning process?
 Commissioning editors: Commissioning editors aim to build up a publisher’s list. They do this by identifying books or media products to publish. The way they commission work is by finding authors or responding to book proposals. Their role is similar to that of a buyer. They also ensure authors deliver typescripts to specification and on time due to them constantly being given scripts and they also see which scripts are worthy of being commissioned.
 Producers: Producers are the main players in the television and film industries. They oversee each project through from conception to completion. They can also be involved with the marketing and distribution process however, this is not always the case. Another role of producer is to work closely with the director and other production crew members whilst shooting.
 Director: The director is responsible for the interpretation of a stage, film or television production. Because of this, they supervise the acting, staging and lighting that is required to realise the writer’s conception.
 Script Editor: The script editor works as part of the camera department to ensure that the production has continuous verbal and visual integrity. They are also responsible for checking for continuity errors in final cuts of scenes.
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Current practice for the commissioning of scripts
 The BBC has agreed on a code of practice with Ofcom. This ensures the relationship between the BBC and independent researches are fair and transparent. It sets out the timetable for negotiations of the agreement, the rights, programme prices, tariffs and payments.
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Employer and contract expectations
 In TV and film most writers’ contracts are based on various agreements that were negotiated by the Writers Guild with the BBC, ITV, independent producers, etc. These agreements set minimum fees, advances, royalties and residuals and various other details. These agreements provide an essential safety net for inexperienced writers.
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Legal and Ethical considerations
 Ethical issues concerning writers could include: Bias- This is when writing about controversial topics.
 E.g. ‘Should we let Refugees into the UK?’ Conflict of interest- This is when the interests of the
 writeLegal issues include: Copyright- This is basically protection for your own work Censorship- This is blocking out inappropriate content
 for younger viewers.
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