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music video analysis
 RALEIGH RITCHIE- NEVER BETTER
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Raleigh Ritchie is quite a similar artist to Olivver the kid because his lyrics are very meaningful to him and this along with the visuals in his videos tell a story. By analyzing his lyrics, I can assume that the song is all about how much better he is now that he has this certain girl in his life. Throughout the song he goes from a very low point in his life to a very happy one all due to this girl. His music video expresses this very well by filming him in a prison cell moving around the city to find her.
 THE LYRICS
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LYRICS & VISUALS
 Andrew Goodwin's conventions state that there is a relationship between lyrics and visuals. The music video show this in numerous ways. The section in the lyrics where it states “ stuck in a rut of been miserable and stone- faced”, it shows him in a prison cell where the camera is positioned outside of it looking through at him. This visual along with the lyrics suggest that he’s bored and can’t think of anything other than how miserable he is starring at concrete walls that he can’t escape. Before the chorus, the last line of the verse where it’s sung, “I fixed up, flew right, got shit together” which brings an uplifting feel to the whole song.
 However what emphasizes this feeling of uplift to the song is the visual of him putting a tie over the top of his prison overalls and a close up of him tightening it. When the chorus goes on the lyrics express how nothing is better than the moment he’s in and the girl he’s in love with. This line of scenes all give the viewer an idea that he’s making himself and his life better all for this girl and wants to be better. A tie suggest authority, business oriented, well paid man that has a desirable way of living. This juxtaposes with his overalls which suggest a very different life and background. Therefore the viewer will infer that he wants to change so that he can support and be the best for the girl he loves, which brings a very uplifting end to the first verse.
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The chorus then kicks in which is very upbeat and is all about how his life has improved and how he wants to go and find her. When the lyrics say ‘imma go get her, I’m thinking forever, this is true”, It shows the visual of his individual concrete prison cell moving throughout New York. His cell is a large block of solid walls and the appearance of it moving suggests that’s how much he wants to go find her that he can literally make his concrete cell move. It gives the idea that he’ll do anything for her. On the second verse, the lyrics state, “ can’t word how well this girl knows me”, it shows the visual of him trying to get files of an officers desk by reaching through his prison bars, the next cut is of the back of his silhouette with an enlarged bright image of her face looking at him.
 This suggests to the viewer that she is accepting of him and how his life was in the past. I think that they have intentionally shot the scene so that she’s bright and big and he’s small and just a silhouette so that it looks as if it’s from his perspective. Its obvious in the song that he looks up to her and wants to be the best he can. The juxtaposition between them could be how he see’s himself in comparison to her. This is a perfect example of how in music videos, there is a clear relationship between lyrics and visuals.
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MUSIC & VISUALS
 In all music videos, Andrew Goodwin said that there is a relationship between music and visuals. At the start of this music video it starts with just the basic harmony and then he starts singing the first verse. The music is quite basic at this point and it’s only as the videos goes on where the different riffs are introduced. On the second sentence of the lyrics where it says, “I was my own victim”, the drums start which adds another texture to the music. It goes well with the visuals and lyrics because the verses are sung similar to a rap and the lines are quite punchy and goes well with the lyrics to give them a feel for how he is feeling inside his prison cell. His life at that point isn’t going very well and he’s stuck inside a cell which is why the drums which are quite harsh may be used to represent his mood and how fed up he feels.
 On the last sentence where it says “got shit together” the music stops briefly and then there is a quick section of drum beats and the chorus starts. This is played along side the visual of him putting on his tie which goes well with the sudden abrupt ending to the lyric and then the drum beats because it’s building tensions for when his life changes all due to her. The chorus is less punchy and flows more like a song and shows him exploring the city which again, could mean that the music is a representation of his emotion at that time. The music is of a major key which gives that uplifting sound to the music, this along with the lyrics and the visuals of him seeing the world beyond his cell walls to find her informs the viewer that he’s in a better mind frame and stage in his life.
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On the bridge section of the song it shows a prison guard coming to where his cell is, in the center of a city park next to the girl he loves, pouring his dinner through the bars on him. The lyrics repeat “I’ve been found”, in the first chorus I thought that he meant he’d been found by her, however in this bridge he means the guard and therefore his old life finding him again. The basic melody that runs throughout the rest of the song stops and there is a slight pause in the drumming.
 Then instead of the melody, a violin ensemble plays all together to create a very beautiful moment in the music. It then shows in the video the prison guard going to hit the girl who Raleigh loves and the heavy drum beat and basic melody start again which brings it into the chorus. He escapes from the cell and him and the girl he loves both take down the guard together. This could be a representation of them been together finally and taking on the results of his past together. The nice uplifting sound of the chorus along with this visual bring a really nice conclusion to the song and what it’s about. This is a good example of how the relationship between music and visuals can be used to create a very meaningful story.
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CLOSE UPS
 Throughout the entirety of the video there are numerous close ups that are used to show emotion of the characters as well as Raleigh himself. Andrew Goodwin said that all music videos use these and this music is a perfect example of why they use them.
 The parts of the song where he’s by himself in the cell in the song are when the most close ups are. In the beginning of the video when he’s sat on his bed he has a very blank expression on his face and by filming a close ups this can show the viewer this. It suggests how fed up he is with his life at that point. As the song goes on the close ups of him in his cell are more of when he’s distracted doing something, either trying to steal paper of an officers desk or starring at the girl he loves. They have used close ups to focus on his reactions and the commitment he’s giving to try and get close to the girl or to escape. Towards the end of the video where he’s exploring the city and finds her in the park the camera does close ups on her face and how happy she looks when she’s talking to him, as well as clos ups of his expression.

Page 8
						

They both share the same look and gives the viewer an insight to how the both feel about each other. When the prison guard comes and goes to hit her because she offered Raleigh some food, close up show all the people in the scenes expression. The young girl looks very terrified and shocked at the guards reaction. Another close up of Raleigh shows the shock on his face and looks as if he’s screaming whilst doing anything to help her.
 When they both escape and get rid of the guard right at the end when they’re together, more close ups focus on their happiness to be together, even when they're both trapped together in his cell. I think that that scene truly emphasizes how they, together, will combat his past and get through it together. This shows how close ups can help express narrative and stories behind characters and is something I want to use in my own project.
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NOTION OF LOOKING Another convention that Andrew Goodwin said are always included in music video is the notion of looking. Throughout this video they use this technique a lot to show the relationship between the characters in the video. For example when he’s looking out of his cell at the beginning of the video where he’s very much alone and unhappy, he looks very cold and unapproachable. However after the chorus when he’s first glanced at the girl he loves he has a very different expression on his face and looks at the ground when she looks back at him and turns away very quickly, as shown on the right. This gives us an insight into the fact he may not be as confident around her because he does’t want to give the wrong impression. The way the characters look and position themselves is something that can help the viewer build an overall perspective on them and what they’re like. Another notion of looking that can give the viewer inferences about the characters relation to each other is when the guard pours dinner onto Raleigh, his face at this point looks more disheartened, looking down to the ground, not angry. However later on when the guard looks as if he’s going to hit the girl in the frame, Raleigh Ritchie looked a very different way and angry as he tries to escape. When he does escape the way he’s looking at thegaurd and is stood is very masculine and protective. This again gives us a different perspective on his personality and suggests that he wants to protect her more than himself.
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Camera work:Angles that the music video use in “Never better“, by Raleigh Ritchie are listed below and why I think they have been used to create an effect-match on action shots- showed the direction of his cell and them running away together at the end of the video.- Close ups, extreme close ups, medium shots- all used to
 show his emotion or his appearance. - Arc shots- circled around one of the officers in office to
 them see Raleigh in the corner of the frame.- Over the shoulder shot- Tilt up shot- looking up at him when he’s inside the cell,
 could be used to show that to most people he may be seen as a threat or dangerous to them, whereas she does’t care.
 - Wide angle shots- shows the entirely of his cell and how it contrasts with the outside world.
 - Use fisheye lens- creates wide angle shot that’s circular of world-could be as if it’s from his perspective because his eyes are more open to the world than most because he has’t been in tact with it for so long.
 TECHNICAL ASPECTS
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TECHNICAL ASPECTS
 Mise-en scene:In the music video they use lots of mise en scene to emphasise the characters and their surroundings, they do this by:- Lighting- to start with the lighting in his cell was low key
 lighting, however as the video went on and he was exploring the city to go and find her the lighting was brighter. When she was in shot, she was always filmed using high key lighting and it’s only really until the end where he is as well.
 - Costume- tie on top of his prison overalls is a juxtaposition to highlight the drastic differences he wants to make all for her.
 - Space- there is always quite a depth in field when he’s been shot, he always seems to be further away from anything else in frame until he escapes from his cell. This could be to highlight how far away from society he’s been and it’s only when he’s with her that he feels like he’s part of a society again.
 - Props- the majority of props in the music video where to create scenes like the officers desk, he work and his cell.
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TECHNICAL ASPECTS Editing:In the music videos they use a range of editing techniques, these are listed below:- Reaction shot- when the prison guard looks as if he’s
 going to hit the young girl, reactions shots showed how very character present reacted and gives feel for what has happened without needing subtitles or actual sound of them screaming or shouting.
 - Motivated cut- shows him or other characters looking at things out of frame which makes viewers wonder and imagine what they could be looking at.
 - -Graphic match- “light as a feather” shows him lifting up his thin bed sheets in his cell.
 - shot, reverse, shot- shows how Raleigh and the girl respond to each other and how that contrasts as the film goes on.
 - Eye line match- looks as if the camera is from her point of view when they’re running away from his cell and she trips and gets trapped- next scene was of the cell wall from her perspective.
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TECHNICAL ASPECTS
 Sound:In this music video, sound is a big part of the production and a lot can be told about the video through the music and lyrics as well as sounds associated with what’s happening in the actual video. The techniques of sound they have used in this video are listed below:- Asynchronous sound- other than the parts in the video
 where he’s in his cell miming the words, the actual sinrumental side and band playing, as well as the parts when the storyline is unfolding but he’s not miming the words don’t show where the sound is coming from and does’t show it in the frame.
 - Synchronous sound- when he’s miming the lyrics it matches with the timing of the music.
 - Non diegetic sound- all the music and sound is all edited in afterwards in post production.
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