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 Bangsamoro   Cultural   Advocacy   Project:   Towards   a   Cultural   Agenda   Engaging   Cultural   Perspectives   on   the   FAB   and   BBL1   
  
 EXECUTIVE   SUMMARY2      The    Bangsamoro    Cultural    Advocacy    Project    (BCAP)    generated    strategic    conversations    with   community    leaders,    academe,    cultural    stakeholders    and    local    partners    on    the    relevance    of   cultural   processes   (especially   traditional   peacemaking)   to   the   FAB/BBL.   To   provide   a    localized   foundation    to    the    BBL,    consultations    were    conducted    where    participants    told    stories    of   positive    indigenous,   cultural   and   traditional   aspects   of   community    life.   These   were   organized   along    6    themes:    (1)    governance,    justice    and    peacemaking;    (2)    arts    and    cultural    heritage;    (3)   ancestral   domain   and   environment;   (4)   traditional   medicine   and   spirituality;   (5)   livelihood   and   sustainable   development;   and   (6)   education   and   learning.   The   syntheses   and   consolidation   of   these   stories   provides   a   positive   cultural   core,   a   unifying   vision   and   participatory   proposals   to   inform   local   and   national   stakeholders   in   the   formulation   of   the   BBL.   As   one   participant   from   the   island   provinces   of   Sulu   stated:      We    have    to    be   mindful    that    society    evolves.   We    have    to    rethink,    re-‐invent,    re-‐engineer   the   old   practices   in   order   to   identify   whether   it   has   improved   or   not   the   present    society.    This    is    not    just    adapting    something    from    the    old    or    the   indigenous.   The   appreciation    is    there   but   the   question   of   workability   should   be   considered    if    it    is    adaptive    to    the   present    situation.    It    is    important    to    consider   what   is   relevant,   applicable   and   effective   in   modern   societies   
  The    focus    group    discussions    (FGDs)    were    therefore    energizing    to    community    facilitators,   partners    and    the    BCAP    proponent    in    the    re-‐thinking    and    adapting    the    old    to    the    new.    They   provided    important    insights    into   the   cultural   perspectives   and   potentials   of   stakeholders   and   grass   roots   front-‐liners   in   the   peace   process.   At   the   final   consultation,   participants   created   the   vision   statement   for   the   cultural   agenda   in   the   Bangsamoro,   as   follows:      
     
      
                                                                                                                                                                                      1   FAB/BBL   means   Framework   Agreement   on   the   Bangsamoro/   Bangsamoro   Basic   Law   2   This   was   consolidated   and   written   by   Ananeza   Aban,   Anna   Carreon,   Perpy   Tio   and   Jeremy   Simons.   
  
 VISION   
 We,   the   God-‐centered,   multi-‐ethnic   stakeholders   and   traditional   leaders   of   Mindanao   –   recognizing   our   right   to   live   peacefully   and   equally   protected   by   law   –   affirm   our   identity,   culture   and   tradition   
 as   an   invaluable   part   of   our   national   and   local   patrimony.   
 Uplifting   our   communities,   we   envision   a   society   in   harmony   with   the   environment,   with   participatory,   transparent   and   gender   sensitive   governance   rooted   in   our   culture   and   expressing   it   
 through   arts,   education,   livelihood   and   other   traditional   practices.   
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 BANGSAMORO   BASIC   LAW   (BBL)   RECOMMENDATIONS   
 I.   Governance,   Justice   and   Peacemaking         
  A.   Engage   a   process   for   recognizing,   reclaiming   and   re-‐energizing   local   cultural   practices   of   leadership   -‐   inclusive   of   governance,   justice   and   peacemaking   -‐   in   the   modern   context:   
 1. All cases (criminal and civil) should have an opportunity for a community-based tri-people dialogue process.
 2. Recognition and clarification of the roles of traditional leaders (Timuay, Datu, Maharajah, etc.), female leaders and judges (Bai-labi, Libun Kefedewan etc.) and their participation in the transitional justice mechanisms and Bangsamoro justice systems.
 3. An inter-cultural and inter-religious committee of elders and judges, the independent Cultural Dialogue Council (CDC), will be formed to determine the process for engaging customary practices in the modern context.
 4. Women should be protected against all forms of abuse or violence including customary laws that are oppressive to women
 5. Indigenous    Political    Structure    and    customary    law    will    be    affirmed    and    utilized    (ie,   Tiawan,   Kitab,   Adat   Betad,   Adasan   Batansil,   etc   etc.).      
 a. These    laws   will    define    the    components    of    1)    local    leadership,    2)    structure/s   and   3)   processes   for   a   cultural   resolution.   
 6. A    foundational    principal    of    customary    law    is    flexibility    and    contextual    applicability.   This    accords    due    respect,    recognition    of    traditional    leadership    roles    and    the    dignity   and   honor   (maratabat)   of   individuals,   the   clan   and   community.   
 a. Primary    consideration    for    sanctions    will    be    determined    by    leaders    with    the   effected    community    and    customary    law    with    input    from    direct    victims   towards    restoring    the    shame    incurred.    This    should    relay    on    alternative   sanctions    (such    as    (Taazir),    restitution    (blood    money)    etc.)    in    order    to   promote   community   healing,   cultural   strengthening   and   restoration.      
 b. On   rido,    fueding   and   honor-‐killing   –   Rethinking   the   current   negative   practice   of    rido    must    be    done    since    the    old    practice    has    justice.    For    example,    the   concept    of    ‘blood   money’    (known    as   pagbangon    for    the    Yakan)   meant    that   perpetrator    and    the    family   of    the    victim   have   an   arrangement    for   payment.   But    this    does    not    mean    to    pay    the    price    of    the    victim’s    life.    Rather,    the   pagbangon   (blood   money)   is   used   to   compensate   the   family   of   the   victim,   ‘to   please    the    heart    of    the    family’    (sic),    although    this    practice    recognizes    it   will   take   time   for   the   victim’s   family   to   heal   after   the   loss.      
 7. A    distinct    referral    and    communication   mechanism   will    be    put    in    place    between    the   legal    systems    (Sharia,    Alternative/Indigenous    and    Philippine    courts)    to    prevent   confusion,   abuse   of   the   processes   and   “forum   shopping."      
 8. The   customary   courts   should   not   be   part   of   the   LGU   structure   or   local   politics.      9. There   should   be   no   financial   consideration   for   customary   mediators,   in   order   to   avoid   
 corruption.   10. There   should   be   respect   and   unity   of   the   tribal   defense   system.      
  
     B.    The    Bangsamoro    government    should    implement    and    operationalize    the    Indigenous   People’s   Right’s   Act   in   the   Bangsamoro.   
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 II.   Arts   and   Cultural   Heritage      
     A.      Create   an   institution   to   oversee   the   development   of   museum/s,   cultural   programs   and   other   heritage   centers   for   the   appreciation,   assertion   and   inter-‐generational   transmission   of   the   arts   and   cultures   of   the   Bangsamoro3   
 1. Educational    processes,    programs    and   materials    will    be    established    and    infused    into   mainstream   educational   curriculum      
 a. The    Bangsamoro    government    will    provide    resources    for    the    establishment   and    operation    of    Cultural    Madrassas,    Schools    of    Living    Tradition    and    other   customary    teaching   processes    for    the    transmission   of    Indigenous   Knowledge   Systems   and   Practices   in   Indigenous   and   Islamic   cultural   communities   
 2. The    Bangsamoro    government    will    create    a    program    for    research,    documentation,   utilization,    expression    and    preservation    of    cultural    instruments,    dance,    song,   treasures,    structures,    heirlooms,    artifacts    and    costumes    (eg.    Patiring,    Pananaron,   Bayok,   Agong,   Kulintang,   Singkil   etc   etc.).   
 3. The    Bangsamoro    will    ensure    the    preservation    of    Muslim,    Indigenous    and    Christian   cultures    and    tradition    through   activities    and    celebrations   of    sharing,   mutual    respect   and   exchange.      
 a. Non-‐Muslim   will   be   encouraged    in   wearing    the    tondong   as   a    sign   of    respect   towards   women.   
  
 III.   Ancestral   Domain,   Environment   and   Natural   Resources      
     A.        Initiate    a    process    for    the    Delineation    of    Indigenous    People’s    Ancestral    Domain    and   Lands   within   the   Bangsamoro.   
     B.        Create    a    process    of    Free    Prior    and    Informed    Consent    consistent    with    international   standards   and   mechanisms.   
     C.       The   Bangsamoro   government   should   create   an    independent   Cultural   Dialogue   Council   (CDC)    to    help    ensure    mutally    repectful    relations    among    the    religious,    cultural    and   indigenous    communities    of    the    Bangsamoro    territory    regarding    land    conflict    and    natural   resources.      
 1. The   CDC   should   support   local   community   leaders   in   researching,   documenting   and   affirming   traditional   peace   pacts,   boundary   markers   and   resource   sharing   agreements.      
 a. Transitory    provision:    Provide    input    and    recommendations    on   Transitional   justice   and   land   conflict   resolution   processes   of   the   BTA.   
 2. The    CDC    should    define    a    comprehensive    cultural    framework    and   mechanism   for   investment   and   socio-‐economic   development   in   the   Bangsamoro.   This   will   guide    investors,    communities    and    government    in    the    engagement    of    large-‐scale   investment   projects.      
 a. The    cultural    framework   will    regulate    the    use    of    natural    resources    for   social    benefit    through    cultural    mechanisms    such    as    baitalmal   (repository    of    goods/harvest    intended    for    charity),    zakat    (giving    of   
                                                                                                                                                                                      3      Ref.   R.A.   7356   –   Act   Creating   the   National   Commission   on   Culture   and   the   Arts       
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 portion    of    harvest    to    charity    or    for    social    benefit),    tithing,    mutual   aid/philanthropy   etc   etc.   
 b. Indigenous   People’s   will   retain   priority   rights   in   the   control,   access   and   development    of    natural    resources    in    their    ancestral    domains    through   the   cultural   framework.      
     D.        Ensure    restoration    of,    and    the    spiritual    connection    to,    the    environment    by   strengthening    local    cultural    community    preservation    of    forestlands,    marshes,    mangroves   and   fish   and   wildlife   sanctuaries.       
 IV.   Traditional   Medicine,   Healing   and   Spirituality   
 A.        Strengthen    traditional    healers    and    the    practice    of    traditional    medicine    through    the   creation   of   a   research   and   training   center/school   of   traditional   healing   and   medicine.   
 1. Create   a   Program    for    the   preservation   of    traditional   herbal    knowledge   and   a   botanical   garden   of   medicinal   and   herbal   plants      
 a. Document   the   utilization   of   herbal   medicines   b. Create   a   seed   bank   of   local   and   endemic   plant   species   
 2. Recognize   traditional   healers      3. The    traditional    way    of    giving    birth    should    be    preserved    and    capacity    building    for   
 traditional   hilot   or   mananabang4   should   be   implemented   4. Protection    of    the    indigenous    peoples’    intellectual    property    rights    should    be   
 implemented   5. Create   a   Traditional   Healers   and   Medical   Experts   dialogue   group   to   develop    linkages   
 and   mutual   appreciation   of   indigenous,   cultural   and   scientific   knowledge   systems   and   ensure   the   protection   of   Indigenous   intellectual   property   rights.   
  
 V.   Livelihood   and   Sustainable   Development      
     A.        Organize,    train    and    provide    technical    assistance    to    fisher-‐folk,    farmers,    craftsmen,   weavers,    traditional    foresters   and   artisanal   miners    (ie.   “gold-‐panning”)    for    the   sustainable   enhancement   of   traditional   and   modern   agriculture.   
 1. Ensure    proper    utilization    of    fishery    resources    for    sustainability    and    implement   stringent   policies   against   illegal   fishing   
 2. Organize    small    fisher    folks    and    provide    trainings    on    how    to    adopt    sustainable    new   technology   in   harmony   with   traditional   practices   (eg.   bungsod,   biyala,   bingwit)   
 3. Promote    sustainable    Fishing    Management    and    Culture    (Bangus,    Lapu-‐    Lapu,    Maya-‐   Maya,   Talakitok)   and   Seaweeds   Production      
 4. Provide   alternative    livelihood   program   and   employment   services    for   all   people    living   in   the   Bangsamoro   without   discrimination.   
 a. Social   services   must   also   target   sea-‐based   people   b. Livelihood   projects   should   be    independently   monitored   and   evaluated   
 to   for   allocation   to   the   right   beneficiaries   5. There   should   be   matching   of   production   and   marketing   (quality,   value   chain)   6. Promotion   of   organic   farming   for   sustainability   of   livelihood   and   the   ecosystem   should   
 be   developed   
                                                                                                                                                                                      4   These   are   the   traditional   midwives   
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 7. Organized    and    transformed    cooperatives    that    have    proper    systems    and    policies   should   be   in   place   
  
 VI.      Education   and   Learning      
     A.        Establish    a    Research    Center    for    the    scientific    study    and    improvement    of    education,   learning   and   curriculums   (modern,   Arabic,   traditional   and   alternative)   
 1. Create   a   College   of   Arabic   Education   2. Support   the   professional   development   of   teachers   in   Madrassas   and   schools   3. Reaffirm   women’s    roles    in    Islamic   education,   especially    traditional    teachers    (such   as   
 “Babu”)   and   the   mother   who   is   the   child’s   first   teacher   4. Integrate    culture    and    tradition    into    modern    (Deped)    curriculums    through    infusion   
 across    subjects    and    partnership    with    School    of    living    traditions    and    other    cultural   learning   processes.   
 5. Create    programs    organizing    of    out-‐of-‐school    youth    through    literacy    and   awareness-‐   raising.   
 6. Publish   a   book   which   includes   all   the   tradition   and   way   of   life   of   the   tribes.   7. Promote   the   use   of   tribal   languages,   oral   tradition   and   story   telling   as   effective   
 means    of    values    formation,    education,    historical    understanding    and    cultural   transmission.   
        B.      Revive   basic   cultural   practices   and   values   
 1. Promote   cultural   holidays   for   all   peoples   and   religions   of   the   Bangsamoro   2. Discourage    “elopement”    practices    which    are    rampant    among    young    people   
 and   have   negative   impact   to   their   future   -‐   education   and   economic   impacts.      a. Develop   strategies   for   the   closer,   stronger   bonding   of   parents   and   their   
 children   and   strengthening   family   foundations   b. Transforming   cultural   practices   (ie   “leleng”   a   popular   band   of   the   island   
 provinces)   for   youth   development   and   cultural   enhancement.            
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 PROJECT   OVERVIEW      Rationale:   With    the    approval    of    the    Framework    Agreement    on    the    Bangsamoro    in    October    2012,   concerned    people    and    agencies    are    now    engaged    in    the    completion    of    annexes    of    the   Agreement.   Concerned   cultural   leaders   feel   the   need   for   the   articulation   of   the   cultural   agenda   in   the   law   and   its   implementing   rules.      General   Objective:   To   infuse   a   cultural   agenda   in   the   BBL   and   increase   understanding   of   the   FAB   and   its   annexes,   thereby   insuring   the   success   of   peace-‐building   in   Mindanao.      Project   Description:   The   project   activities   consisted   of   a   series   of   forums,   key   informant   interviews   (KII)   and   focus   group    discusions    (FGD)    formulating    and    advocating    the    infusion    of    a    cultural    agenda    in    the   Bangsamoro   Basic   Law.   These   activities   were   organized    in   Awang,   Cotabato   City;   Davao   City;   Upi,   Maguindanao;   Wa-‐o,   Lanao   del   Sur   and   Zamboanga   City.      Activities   Design:      Based    on    a    participatory    approach,    the    organizers    conducted    FGDs    and    KIIs    using    an   Indigenous   Appreciative   Inquiry   (Storytelling)   approach   to   gather   the   narratives   from   members   of    the    communities.    This    method    documented    the    cultural    realities    that    work    best    in   communities    and    which    contribute    to    their    development    as    people.    In    relation    to    the    6   themes,   the   organizers   asked   the   participants   to   narrate   or   share   stories   of   a   time   when   their   communities   were   at   their   best.   The   main   elements   and   commonalities   that   emerged   from   the   stories   were    recorded    along   with    the    important    points    flowing    from    the    cultural    narratives.   These   included   key   words   that   were   repeated   and   the   significant   or   profound   metaphors   and   images   that   were   used   to   explain   the   narratives.   Cultural   sayings   or   proverbs   that   express   deep   truths   were   also   captured   along   with   the   local   or   tribal   names   of   songs,   dances,   chants,   rituals,   ceremonies   and   instrumentation.         The   other   main   component   in   the   project   was   coordination   with   Mindanao   peace   partners   and   attendance   at   other   fora   and   discussions.      These   were   important   as   they   provided   key   venues   for   sharing   and   validating   the   insights   and   learning.            Positive   Core:      Using   the   core   elements   from   the   stories,   a   provocative   statement   was   formulated   at   the   end   of   the   consultation   which   expressed   the   dream   or   aspirations   of   the   participants,   they   being   crucial   stakeholders   in   the   evolution   of   the   FAB/BBL.         Themes:      The    following    are    the    identified    themes    that    consolidated    the    common    stories    which   thereafter   weaved   the   positive   core:      
 1. Governance,   justice   and   peacemaking   2. Arts,   song,   dance   and   cultural   heritage   3. Ancestral   Domain,   Environmental   Justice   and   Natural   Resources      4. Traditional   medicine,   healing   and   spirituality   5. Livelihood   and   sustainable   development   6. Education   and   Learning   
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 NARRATIVES   AND   STORIES      
 Governance,   Justice   and   Peacemaking   
 The   Tribal   Justice   System   and   the   Relevance   of   the   Council   of   Elders         Tribal   communities   during   the   pre-‐colonial   period   managed   their   affairs   effectively   in   conflict   situations   and   had   established   institutions   that   solved   problems   and   disputes,   even   cases   as   grim   as   murder.   A   majority   of   the   land   disputes   and   crime   cases   in   the   community   were   settled   through   this   traditional   justice   system,   in   which   settlement   is   always   through   negotiations.   This   tribal   justice   system   remains   existent   and   relevant   among   many   Mindanao   tribal   communities   whether   the   Islamized   or   non-‐Islamized   tribes,   and   so   these   traditional   peacemaking   practices   persist   in   the   communities   as   part   of   the   Indigenous   Political   Structure.         Sama-‐bangigi,   Yakan,   Tausug   Tribes   This   system   is   governed   by   the   panglima   or   the   Council   of   Elders   and   the   people   respect   this   social   structure.   The   panglima   is   composed   of   community   elders   who   possess   indigenous   wisdom   and   substantial   experience   to   resolve   conflict   or   disputes   using   this   customary   practice.   The   datu   or   Maharaja   (“tribal   leader   or   mediator”),   through   his   political   power,   confirms   the   panglima   by   sort   of   giving   the   symbolic   authority   to   the   panglima   to   perform   his/her   function.         Leadership   of   the   panglima   traditionally   emerged   because   of   their   integrity   in   the   community.   They   were,   and   still   are,   recognized   and   respected   as   wise   people   to   the   extent   that   even   the   chief   datu   or   sultan   consults   them.   There   have   been   many   narratives   in   the   past   which   prove   their   ability   in   conflict   resolution.   According   to   a   Yakan   experience,   most   of   the   conflicts   in   the   area   are   not   resolved   through   the   judicial   court   but   rather   through   the   customary   process   initiated   by   the   panglima.      These   leaders   are   conscious   that   their   job   is   not   based   on   power   or   money   but   because   of   their   sense   of   responsibility   to   solve   problems   that   move   them   to   do   something   good   in   society.   There   is   cohesiveness   in   the   community   and   they   become   a   nucleus.   Communities   with   the   traditional   panglima   are   usually   peaceful   and   progressive   because   there   is   this   sense   of   trust   and   because   governance   is   coming   from   the   mandate   of   the   people.   This   provides   a   check   and   balance   and   a   functional   leadership.      
 One   case   in   Sulu:   A   vehicle   accidentally   hit   a   cow   and   died.   The   driver   needed   to   pay   the   damage.   They   consulted   the   panglima.   The   owner   of   the   cow   demanded   compensation   for   loss   of   resource.   But   the   offender   has   no   money   to   pay   the   damage.   Given   the   financial   constraint   of   the   offender,   the   panglima   decided   to   involve   the   community   in   solving   the   problem   by   asking   everyone   to   contribute   money   for   the   compensation.         The   significance   of   this   case   was   that   the   panglima   to   some   extent,   was   able   to   mobilize   the   community   to   participate   in   problem   solving.   The   problem   that   was   a   burden   of   the   offender   was   transformed   into   a   community   responsibility   in   order   to   deliver   justice   to   the   complainant   and   the   entire   community.         
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  Women   as   respected   elders   Tribes   from   the   Zamboanga-‐Basilan-‐Sulu-‐Tawitawi   (aka   Zambasulta)   confirmed   that   their   panglima   are   inclusive   of   women   elders’   participation.   They   even   allow   middle-‐aged   female   members   who   are   recognized   by   the   community   to   possess   those   skills   and   expertise   in   negotiation.   The   women   panglima   are   often   the   first   batch   of   mediators   among   warring   parties   during   the   conflict   resolution   process   because   of   the   natural   character   of   women   to   appease   an   angry   person.   This   can   be   applied   in   their   justice   system   since   women   are   perceived   to   be   more   effective   because   of   the   ‘mother’   connection.   What   the   tribes   imply   in   this   context   is   how   their   communities   value   motherhood   by   which   women   have   the   natural   capacity   to   pacify   anger.      A   Sama   informant   sufficed   this   in   his   statement:   “Kahit   gaano   man   kagalit   ang   mga   lalaki,   kapag   nahaharap   ang   mga   babae,   nawawala.”      Infusing   spirituality,   tradition   in   the   customary   judicial   process   The   traditional   way   of   hearing   cases   integrates   the   value   of   the   spiritual.   For   the   Subanen,   a   dhaga   or   ritual,   must   be   done   using   natural   elements   as   a   symbol   of   trust   to   the   reconciliation   process   and   conflict   resolution.   In   Zambasulta,   a   panglima   member   usually   wears   customary   clothes   during   conflict   resolution   because   this   symbolizes   the   respect   the   community   offers   to   this   elder.      Valuing   kinship   during   dispute   resolution   During   the   hearing,   the   panglima   always   invoke   the   value   of   sugsugan.   This   is   their   strategy   in   order   not   to   aggravate   hatred   among   warring   parties.   Sugsugan   means   that   everyone   belongs   to   one   family   and   each   is   related   to   one   another   through   kinship.      Resolving   land   disputes   The   panglima   members   customarily   have   many   techniques   or   mechanisms   to   arrive   at   a   solution   or   decision.   They   will   call   locals   of   the   area   who   know   the   narratives   of   the   claimants   and   determine   the   owner.   In   the   absence   of   documents,   oral   tradition   is   crucial   as   the   panglima   needs   to   trace   the   true   owner   of   the   land,   so   it   is   also   important   that   the   panglima   is   organic   in   the   area.      Most   of   the   time,   the   decision   is   a   win-‐win   solution.   For   the   Maranao   and   Iranun   of   Central   Mindanao,   this   Council,   called   the   Pat-‐a-‐Migkaka,   is   composed   of   sultan   and   datu   who   are   the   ones   in   the   community   authorized   to   resolve   conflict   within   the   tribe   using   their   customary   law,   or   Adat-‐Betad.      Among   the   Higanon   tribe,   the   customary   law   of   the   council   of   elders   is   called   the   Batasan   Adansil   while   the   Tedurays   also   share   a   similiar   concept   of   justice   and   conflict   resolution   called   Tiyawan   that   is   governed   by   the   Kesefa-‐nangguwit   Timuay,   or   Tribal   chief   justice   system.      Critical   Statement:      The   Council   of   Elders,   as   a   structure   and   a   tradition   of   the   old,   is   still   functioning   these   days   although   the   basis   of   their   loyalty   becomes   contradictory   to   their   function.   This   has   been   
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 polluted   with   the   existence   of   another   structure-‐   the   political   or   government.   The   evolution   of   the   panglima   has   been   disrupted.          On   how   the   Council   of   Elders   can   still   be   effective   in   the   contemporary   situation:   
 • There   should   be   no   financial   consideration   for   the   panglima   in   order   not   to   be   vulnerable   to   corruption   because   there   is   no   money   and   election   involved.   
 • Develop   the   concept   of   ‘power   within’   that   implies   the   sense   of   responsibility   and   leadership   that   is   emerging   from   the   community.      
 • The   panglima   should   not   be   part   of   the   LGU   structure   or   local   politics   because   it   facilitates   mistrust   and   diminishes   the   status   of   the   panglima.   
  Arts,   Song,   Dance   and   Cultural   Heritage      Many   tribes   saw   the   importance   of   educating   the   youth   about   their   cultural   heritage   by   which   can   forge   unity   among   the   tribe.      The   Higaunons   described   how   the   leadership   of   the   datu,   which   fostered   cultural   awareness   to   promote   their   heritage,   has   preserved   their   culture.      The   Tedurays   shared   of   a   time   when   they   got   confused   after   their   religious   denomination   urged   them   to   eliminate   their   cultural   practices   which   were   tagged   as   obsolete   and   ungodly.   But   with   their   effort   to   actively   participate   in   the   rituals   and   re-‐educate   themselves   about   the   value   of   their   cultural   heritage,   they   realized   the   sanctity   of   their   tradition.      
     On   marital   relationship   Marriage   for   the   Sama   people   requires   a   dowry   be   given   to   the   family   of   the   bride   before   a   couple   weds.   The   dowry   prevents   families   of   the   couple   from   conflict   and   encourages   smooth   relationship   among   families/   clans.   None   the   less,   premarital   relations   (pagtatanan)   of   young   lovers   among   the   Sama   and   Yakan   tribes   has   become   an   alarming   problem.   One   traditional   practice,   (Leleng5)   has   been   enticing   young   people,   some   even   belonging   to   conflicting   
                                                                                                                                                                                      5   Leleng   is   a   cultural   band   using   a   modern   keyboard   instrument   that   plays   traditional   love   songs.   It   seems   to   have   lured   young   people   into   “elopement”.   
 A   case   in   Tawi-‐tawi:      In   one   wedding   occasion,   the   groom   who   happens   to   be   a   Sama   youth   organizer,   announced   on   the   eve   of   his   wedding   day   that   Leleng   will   be   part   of   the   merrymaking.   Conscious   that   Leleng   begets   “elopement”   among   the   youth,   he   made   an   agreement   with   his   young   guests   that   Leleng   will   be   performed   as   planned   for   as   long   as   there   will   be   no   elopement.   The   young   people   agreed.   On   his   wedding   day,   everyone   respected   the   pact   and   was   contented.      
 Kanduli,   which   is   a   tradition   to   celebrate   life   is   being   practiced   by   the   Iranuns.   This   includes   the   beating   the   agong   for   7   days   as   a   symbol   of   hope   for   the   tribe.   

Page 12
						

 12
 families,   but   local   leaders   have   found   creative   ways   to   prevent   this   (see   Tawi-‐tawi   case   above).   One   of   the   practical   solutions   of   families   after   knowing   that   a   young   couple   is   serious   about   their   relationship   is   to   allow   the   couple   to   eventually   exchange   vows.   This   neutralizes   the   dispute   of   the   opposing   families.      Critical   Questions:   How   can   we   work   in   unison   in   advancing   our   right   to   self-‐determination?   How   can   Islamic   and   un-‐Islamic   practices   be   quantified?   Who   defines   the   correct   practices   of   Islam?   How   can   we   accelerate   the   growth   or   process   of   our   cultural   heritage   without   being   distinguished   as   a   minority   and   a   non-‐entity?      Ancestral   Domain,   Environment   and   Natural   Resources         
     For   the   tri-‐people   communities   in   Wao,   preserving   their   ancestral   domain   is   through   reforestation   both   for   livelihood   development   and   (especially   for   the   tribes)   a   source   of   medicine.      The   Ubo-‐Manobos   have   organized   their   youth   to   reclaim   their   ancestral   domain   in   Mt.   Apo.   They   successfully   claimed   their   title.   They   have   also   organized   different   cultural   representations   to   revive   or   regenerate   their   culture   and   tradition   in   the   community.      The   Teduray   communities   were   once   abundant   of   natural   resources.   Farming   is   a   main   source   of   living.   After   a   crisis   hit   them,   they   resorted   to   organic   farming   and   were   able   to   recover.      
 Maguindanaons   and   Manobo   may   have   cultural   differences   but   the   delineation   of   their   ancestral   domain   is   a   mutual   agreement   which   benefited   both   tribes.         Royal-‐blooded   princesses   called   bai   are   housed   in   lamins   (tower)   to   preserve   their   purity   for   the   right   datu   (prince)   they   are   destined   to   marry.   One   bai   has   engaged   in   a   pre-‐marital   sex   with   her   brother-‐in-‐law   so   the   Sultan   threw   her   in   a   lamin   of   the   Manobo   tribe   where   she   was   accepted   wholeheartedly   [sort   of   adopted].      One   day,   a   datu   saw   her   and   asked   her   hand   for   marriage.   When   they   got   married,   they   identified   the   delineation   of   boundaries   making   the   mountainous   landscape   [east]   the   land   of   the   Manobos   and   the   planes   [west]   the   territory   of   the   Maguindanaons.      
 In   1954,   the   Arumanen   Manobo   tribe   held   claim   over   700   –   1,000   hectares   of   ancestral   land   in   Aruman,   Carmen,   Cotabato.   When   the   Philippine   Coconut   Association   came,   they   converted   the   area   into   a   nursery.   The   Arumanen   Manobo   tribe   struggled   to   reclaim   their   land.   It   was   a   long   process   but   finally,   in   October   2013,   their   claim   was   granted.            
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 There   was   widespread   cutting   of   mangroves   [Bakawan]   in   the   coastal   area   of   Parang,   Maguindanao.   The   communities   felt   the   negative   impact   as   a   result.   In   response,   they   rehabilitated   the   area   by   replanting   mangroves.   The   experience   revived   their   economic   activity   and   taught   them   the   value   of   sustainability.      Critical   Questions:   
 Who   is   accountable   for   the   16   years   of   non-‐implementation   of   IPRA   in   ARMM?      Traditional   medicine,   healing   and   spirituality      Traditional   healing   remains   relevant   and   practiced   in   the   community.   Such   tradition   is   passed   on   from   generation   to   another.   Traditional   healers   are   called   balyan,   albularyo,   tabib,   babalyan,   among   different   tribes.         Despite   the   advancement   of   science   and   technology   that   contributed   to   the   development   of   modern   medicine,   many   tribes   continue   to   imbibe   the   traditional   medical   practice   which   they   perceive   as   effective.   The   belief   and   practice   of   their   ancestors   is   inculcated   in   their   culture   and   everyday   living   which   they   deem   important   in   their   life   and   connected   to   their   cultural   identity   as   people.         The   traditional   healer’s   role   in   the   community   is   very   vital.   In   remote   places   where   medical   support   is   difficult   to   access,   the   primary   option   of   the   people   is   traditional   healing.   But   there   are   also   cases   when   traditional   and   modern   medicine   is   taken   together.   They   are   aware   that   the   raw   materials   of   these   synthetic   medicines   can   be   found   in   their   environment.         A   tribe   from   Wao   believes   that   if   a   person   is   possessed   by   a   certain   creature,   there   is   a   divine   intervention   in   the   form   of   dream   or   a   revelation   of   a   medicine   to   use   for   the   sick.         For   the   Iranun,   there   are   several   kinds   of   tabib1.   There   are   tabibs   that   specialize   on   stomachache,   another   for   skin   diseases   and   the   other   tabib   for   physical   injuries.            A   dying   tabib   will   pass   on   his   skill   to   the   next   in   line   which   is   usually   a   member   of   his   kin.   A   tabib   must   experience   the   tawal   (water   is   put   in   a   container   and   will   be   prayed   over).   This   water   will   be   used   to   cure   a   sick   person.         The   locals   in   the   community   continue   to   seek   medical   help   from   the   tabib   who   remains   respected   in   the   community.   At   present,   a   tabib   acts   as   a   community   healer.   A   tabib   has   no   other   obligation   in   the   community,   except   healing.      
 There   is   this   healer   who   belongs   to   a   clan   of   healers.   Beforehand,   his   father   died   and   no   one   followed   his   healing   ability.   Until   one   day,   his   daughter   was   believed   to   be   possessed   by   an   unseen   spirit.   The   supposed   healer   asked   his   family   to   join   him   in   prayer.   The   daughter   slept   after   the   prayer   and   was   eventually   cured.   At   present,   the   healer   has   affirmed   his   skill   and   does   the   prayer   ritual   whenever   a   community   member   is   sick   and   seeks   his   help.   (Teduray   story)   
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 Livelihood   and   Sustainable   Development      Agriculture   and   fishing   as   a   cultural   heritage   Traditional   farming   system   that   is   by   default   organic   farming   is   a   way   of   life   among   the   tribes.   For   some   tribes   based   in   the   hinterlands,   they   call   it   the   tilagad   system.   Fishing   is   also   an   important   livelihood,   especially   for   those   who   live   near   the   sea   or   who   are   living   at   sea.   Barter   trading   among   the   tribes   was   also   a   thriving   business   in   the   past.   The   culture   of   sharing   was   evident   among   tribal   communities.         Below   are   some   descriptive   stories   of   how   the   tribes   managed   to   survive   their   everyday   lives   and   how   best   they   have   lived   with   it.         In   the   1950s,   the   pangan   or   lakes   of   Maguindanao   were   teeming   with   fish.   Fishing   was   the   main   source   of   livelihood   of   the   locals.   The   Maguindanaons   used   different   methods   of   traditional   fishing   such   as   bungsod   (fish   corrals   made   of   bamboo),   biyala   (casting   nets),   and   kawat   or   bingwit   (fishing   rod)   for   small   fishes   and   laway   for   big   fishes.   Other   sources   of   income   in   the   region   were   mat-‐making   using   silal   (pandan   leaves)   and   hanul   or   malong-‐making.         The   Higaonons   of   Lanao   del   Norte,   Misamis   Oriental   and   Bukidnon   are   known   abaca   farmers   ever   since.   The   abaca   is   used   to   produce   manila   hemp.   They   also   plant   upland   rice,   corn,   and   different   varieties   of   root   crops.   In   the   1950s,   they   would   engage   in   barter   trading   of   their   upland   harvest   with   ornaments   and   accessories.   Gold   panning   which   is   a   traditional   method   of   gold   extraction   was   also   common   in   the   area.      During   that   era,   long   before   the   depletion   of   their   natural   resources   and   the   encroachment   of   plantation   companies   to   their   farmlands,   the   existence   and   continuity   of   traditional   leadership   was   an   important   factor   in   sustaining   development.         People   living   near   the   Sulu   archipelago   live   in   pelang6   and   are   known   pearl   divers   and   harvesters   of   other   sea   products   such   as   sea   urchin   and   fish.   The   harvest   are   sold   or   traded   in   the   markets.   Though   sea   urchins   are   poisonous   and   painful   when   stepped   on,   the   Sama-‐badjaos   are   able   to   use   the   raw   urchin   meat   inside   and   convert   the   shell   into   a   rice   bowl   or   container.            
                                                                                                                                                                                      6   Pelang   or   boat   houses   
 A   story   was   that   of   Sultan   Dimasangcay   who   was   a   Christian   sultan   in   Kapatagan,   Lanao   del   Norte.   He   established   a   mixed   community   of   settlers   and   Maranaos   who   had   diverse   livelihood   such   as   vegetable   farming   and   hunting.   The   harvest   was   not   sold   but   rather   stored   in   the   community   and   shared   communally.   The   community   would   also   share   the   produce   to   people   who   would   pass   through   Barangay   Mahayahay   (Kapatagan)   who   were   mainly   from   the   bordering   Maranao   communities.         This   practice   of   sharing   sustained   the   community   and   strengthened   the   leadership   of   Sultan   Dimasangcay   making   him   more   respected   even   outside   his   community.      
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 Education   and   Learning      The   value   of   oral   tradition   Educating   the   children   on   history   and   meanings   of   rituals   and   halad   (offering)   is   done   through   the   oral   tradition   or   storytelling.      Such   practice   is   revealed   when   the   whole   community   participates   in   the   angin7.   Storytelling   for   the   Iranuns   is   one   way   of   educating   the   new   generation   of   the   values   held   important   in   the   past.   Education   is   also   manifested   through   teaching   quirim8.   This   is   being   taught   before   one   knows   how   to   write   and   read   the   Arabic   language.      The   Tedurays   also   share   the   same   value   by   keeping   the   oral   tradition   as   a   method   of   education.   Traditions   are   explained   through   storytelling.   The   dikir9,   for   example,   is   explained   through   the   stories.   Storytelling   is   also   a   way   to   trace   the   genealogy   and   teach   values.      The   Wao   participants   expressed   that   the   Arabic   way   of   education   has   produced   ustadz,   good   leaders   and   religious   leaders,   good   governance,   and   imam.      The   Subanen   tribe   has   a   movement   to   educate   their   children   about   their   culture.   Through   the   effort   of   the   elders,   this   has   helped   the   children   revive   the   tradition   by   speaking   the   indigenous   language.      The   land   disputes   in   the   past   between   the   Bangsasama   and   Tausugs   were   caused   by   misperceptions   against   each   other   and   because   of   no   formal   education.   What   is   necessary   is   the   organizing   and   education   among   out-‐of-‐school   youth   through   literacy   and   awareness-‐raising   that   will   allow   them   to   analyze   the   consequences   of   their   involvement   to   the   conflict   and   how   their   future   will   be   at   stake.      Women   as   educators:      According   to   the   Sama,   Sama-‐bangingi,   Yakan   and   Tausug   tradition,   the   women   are   the   primary   educators   of   children.   During   the   early   times   prior   to   formal   education   and   madrasah,   children   are   brought   to   babu’s10   house   early   in   the   morning   in   order   to   learn   how   to   read   and   write   the   Koran.   
                                                                                                                                                                                      7   Angin   is   the   thanksgiving   ritual   for   the   birth   of   the   eldest   child   8   Quirim   is   the   old   way   of   writing   Iranun.   9   Dikir   is   the   ritual   celebrating   the   birth   of   Prophet   Mohammad   10   Babu   is   a   woman   teacher   of   Kor-‐an   
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 Project   Organizers   joined   the   Mindanao   Civil   Society   Organization   Platform   for   Peace   MOU   Signing   for   public   consultations   with   the   Bangsamoro   Transition   Commission,   
 October   2013,   Cotabato   City.   
 With   MILF   Chairman   Iqbal   and   Gus   Miclat   of   Initiatives   for   International   Dialogue      
 Steering   Committee   and   First   Multi-‐stakeholder   Consultation,   Davao   City.   Present   are   Commissioners   Johaira   Wahab,   Froilyn   Mendoza   of   the   BTC   and   
 Joycie   Alegre   of   NCCA   
 Jeremy   Simons   article   explaining   Indigenous   Peoples   concerns   that   were   raised   during   the   consultations   is   the   cover   story   in   
 Mindanews,   Dec.   16,   2013   
 Consultation   FGD   in   Parang,   Maguindanao   
 Teduray   Opening   Prayer,   Singing   and   Dancing   for   the   Cotabato   Consultation   
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 Cultural   approaches   to   Livelihood   FGD   in   Cotabato   City,   December   2013   
 A   Subanen   Participant   Dances   to   Share   outputs   from   the   traditional   arts   FGD   
 Archie   Buaya   of   the   Bangsamoro   Transition   Commission   Provides   Updates   on   the   Peace   Process   
 Wa-‐o,   Lanao   del   Sur   FGD,   December   2013   
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 The   Participants   and   Facilitators   of   the   Cotabato   Consultation   FGDs   
 A   Maguindanaoan   Participant   Shares   his   group’s   consolidated   FGD   Outputs   
 Davao   FGD,   November   2013   
 Community   Consultation   in   Parang,   with   Tasbikka,   partner   Iranon   NGO    Datu   Arpa,   a   Badjao   from   Zamboang,   shares   regarding   
 traditional   governance   
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