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THESIS: MY DOMAIN
 Miao WangSeptember 7, 2004

Page 2
						

Is there a particular genre I want to work in?
 • Narrative film/documentary• Design activism• Interactive narrative cinema• New Media installation

Page 3
						

Am I telling a story, expressing an emotion, synthesizing data, providing a tool, creating an
 experience?
 • I would like to tell a story and create an experience at the same time.

Page 4
						

In what medium (or media) am I interested in working?
 • Digital cinema • Possibly compositing real time elements with
 non-linear narrative story.

Page 5
						

What domains of art/design/technology do I wish to work within?
 • New Media installation• Interactive narrative• Sound design• Cinematic essay

Page 6
						

What artists/engineers/programmers/animators etc. have influenced your work and ideas?
 CHRIS MARKERfilmmaker/new media designer
 • Chris Marker – San Soleil and La Jetee. San Soleil is a nonlinear poetic cinematic essay by Chris Marker. It’s a collage of images of world travels narrated by one woman’s voice throughout the film. The images jump across continents and seem to follow the trace of this traveler’s memory.
 • NEED to see: Sunday in Peking and his multimedia project IMMEMORY.

Page 7
						

What artists/engineers/programmers/animators etc. have influenced your work and ideas?
 JEAN-LUC GODARDfilmmaker
 • Here and Elsewhere• Masculin-Feminine• Histoire du Cinema (slow cross-dissolves that never disappear
 – as a representation of ideas or mental images floating around in our minds, in and out of mental focus).

Page 8
						

What artists/engineers/programmers/animators etc. have influenced your work and ideas?
 WERNER HERZOG
 filmmaker
 • Lessons of Darkness - a non-linear film using primarily striking imagery and dramatic operatic music to create an unusual documentary of the Gulf War.

Page 9
						

What artists/engineers/programmers/animators etc. have influenced your work and ideas?
 PETER GREENAWAY filmmaker/new media artist
 • The Draughtsman’s Contract• The Falls• 100 Objects to Represent the World (new media installation)• Greenaway’s works attempt to reconcile database and
 narrative forms. He spatialized database by distributing the elements in space.

Page 10
						

What artists/engineers/programmers/animators etc. have influenced your work and ideas?
 VERTOV filmmaker
 • Man With a Movie Camera• Film editing method of “relating shots to each other, ordering,
 and reordering them to discover the hidden order of the world” (p240, Manovich).

Page 11
						

What artists/engineers/programmers/animators etc. have influenced your work and ideas?
 GRAHAME WEINBREN interactive filmmaker
 • Sonata and the Erl King• Sonata - “Participants can look at each story from multiple
 points of view, by pointing at a projection screen, and navigate through the dense imagery as if they were in a dream.” (the art of experimental interaction design)

Page 12
						

What artists/engineers/programmers/animators etc. have influenced your work and ideas?
 WALTER RUTTMAN filmmaker
 • Berlin: Symphony of a Great City: Lyrical and abstract portrayal of a day in Berlin using striking imagery and montage style juxtapositions.

Page 13
						

What artists/engineers/programmers/animators etc. have influenced your work and ideas?
 ALAIN RESNAIS filmmaker
 • Hiroshima, Mon Amour: Resnais weaves memories and actual events together to create an illusion of timelessness.

Page 14
						

What artists/engineers/programmers/animators etc. have influenced your work and ideas?
 • James Nachtwey - war photographer• Tony Gatlif’s films of portraits of gypsy life with primarily
 music and imagery - Vengo, Latchodrom, Gadjo Dilo• Wong Kai-Wai - aethetics• Magnum photographers - The Magnum Photos agency is
 known for retaining its independent voice in a homogenized world of media conglomerates. Its photographers' work is shaped by their mission to "represent history through the lens of personal experience.”
 • Janet Cardiff’s audio tours• Ferdinand de Saussure - theories of linguistics

Page 15
						

Which ones do you wish to refute or challenge?
 • Jean-Louis Baudry – the “immobility of spectator” as an essential condition of cinematic pleasure

Page 16
						

Is there a piece of software, a sensor, a tool I want to explore?
 • Max/ISP, ProTools, Aftereffects

Page 17
						

Is there specific subject matter domain I want to explore?
 • Travel• Multiple points of view• Immigrant experiences• Living with two cultures • Juxtapositions in life? • Not too sure yet

Page 18
						

Who and what are the best sources of information for this content?
 • Lower East Side Tenement Museum• Museum of Chinese in America• Immigrants living with two cultures in NY…

Page 19
						

Is there a certain kind of experience I want to create? Write narrative scenarios that describe
 the qualities and characteristics of the experience you envision.
 • I would like to create an experience where the viewer/user can input his/her own imagery, through real time video or still images, on top of a given database set of images, footage, and sound/music to feel like he/she can create his/her own scenario or narratives.

Page 20
						

What is it I want to communicate through my project?
 • I want the viewer/user to recognize the different perspectives and points of views between people, to virtually travel through different land and people’s mind and thoughts. I want to use juxtapositions to provoke thoughts.
 • NOT SURE YET.

Page 21
						

What is my message and for whom is it intended?
 • I haven’t decided yet what exactly will be my message.• It’s intended for the general public.

Page 22
						

Do I want to educate, entertain, disturb, assist, clarify, or confuse?
 • I would like to educate without being pedantic, and through some form of audio-visual and possibly interactive entertainment.

Page 23
						

Do I want my work to be easy to make sense of, perplexing, or opaque to all but a small
 audience?
 • I would hope to make my work relatively easy to make sense of at least initially so it can reach a larger audience, although I don’t want it to be overly simplistic. I don’t want to assume the audience as a low common denominator. I’d like to make my work effective to a general audience without dumbing it down.

Page 24
						

Consider content together with form: To what end could I use the form and function of the
 mediums I am considering? What do I want my design to do?
 • The form and function of the mediums I am considering should always make sense together. My final decisions about the form or content I use will evolve together.
 • I want my design to educate / evoke thoughts and possibly physical interaction between the body and the imagery.

Page 25
						

Is there a particular context (museums, galleries, public spaces, schools, etc.) in which I want to
 work?
 • Film festivals • Museums• Galleries • Public spaces

Page 26
						

Is my design for individual or group use, or both?
 • Both

Page 27
						

What level of help or training is required to use or experience my design? None, some, a lot?
 • None.
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