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Narrative Writing
 It’s simply telling a story….

Page 2
						

What is a Narrative?
 • A narrative is simply a story that tells about people, places, or events. It has characters and a definite plot line.
 • This can be in either written or oral form.• You will do both!
 • Narratives can be either fiction or non-fiction.• We are focusing on non-fiction
 narratives.
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Non-Fiction Narratives
 Real-life stories about you or someone else. These are referred to as personal narratives.
 Biographies or Autobiographies
 Feature stories in magazines or newspapers.
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You are a Narrator
 • You are the narrator of your own story all of the time!
 • What do you talk about at lunch?
 • At the beginning of class?
 • At home to your parents? (well….sometimes)
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You talk about stories that happened to
 you!

Page 6
						

Narratives vs. Stories
 • It is important to note that a narrative is not exactly the same as the story itself.
 • The narrative is the “retelling” of the story in either written or oral form.
 • A story can just be a sequence of events, but a narrative recounts those events and possibly leaves out some insignificant events, while emphasizing others.
 • For example, in a series of events a car crash occurs in a split second. A narrative, however, might be entirely about the crash itself along with the seconds leading up to it.
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Read “Black Boy” by Richard Wright

Page 8
						

In Search of Wisdom
 Creating a narrative about someone else’s experiences

Page 9
						

Writer’s Notebook Entry
 • Who is the one person in your life that you look up to the most that is over the age of 35? (Has to be someone you talk to on a somewhat regular basis)
 • Describe this person in detail (physical attributes, character traits, etc.).
 • Why do you admire him or her?

Page 10
						

Oral Histories
 • What is the first step in writing a narrative about the experiences of another person?• QUESTIONS!
 • Creating a list of quality questions to ask is key to creating an in-depth narrative.
 • Asking only “yes” or “no” questions gets you nowhere!
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Interviews
 • Have about 15-20 quality questions to ask someone.
 • You don’t know what story is going to emerge from the questions you ask, so it is important to start out with great questions and then ask for further clarification if something sounds interesting.
 • Many times it is a great idea to use a voice recorder so you don’t miss any details the interviewer is describing.
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Group WorkCreate a list of questions in groups of 3 to
 ask someone you want to interview.

Page 13
						

Possible Questions/Topics
 1. What experiences have made you feel really happy or very sad?
 2. What experiences have been very alarming or really frightening?
 3. What experiences have made you feel proud of yourself?
 4. What have been the most difficult tasks you have had to undertake?
 5. What contests or games have you tried hard to win?
 6. What experiences have made you feel ashamed of yourself?
 7. What experiences have made you realize that you truly care about someone?
 8. What experiences have made you laugh?
 9. Talk about the worst storm/natural disaster you have ever been in.
 10.What is one historic event that had an impact on your life? How did it affect you?
 11.What was your college experience like?
 12.What accidents have you been in?

Page 14
						

TipsTaken from EducationWorld
 • Take good notes as you record the elder's responses to your questions. To ensure that you remember the responses accurately, you might ask the elder if you can tape record or videotape the conversation.
 • When you prepare your presentation in the elder's persona, try to recreate as accurately as possible the language, expressions, and idioms the individual used.

Page 15
						

• When creating your presentation, stay true to the information you gathered in the interview.
 • Present information in a logical order.
 • Include as many vivid details as possible in your presentation.
 • Use humor where it is appropriate.

Page 16
						

Memories

Page 17
						

Writer’s Notebook Entry
 •Directions: In your Writer’s Notebook, answer the following questions in the Writing section of your notebook. This should be ONE paragraph long.
 • Write about a memory from your childhood that stands out. Is there a particular Christmas that stands out? Is there a vacation that was memorable? Did you move to a new house?

Page 18
						

Large Group Discussion
 • How have your memories of events been affected over time?
 • What is it about these types of events that stand out for them?
 • Can you see yourself discussing these events in ten years? Twenty? Fifty?
 • What could someone learn about you as an individual by hearing these stories?

Page 19
						

Group Discussion
 •What are some things that you take for granted that your grandparents (or even parents) did not have access to?
 •What are some of the newer inventions that we have in the United States that have made a big impact on our daily lives?
 •Do you remember when your family bought a large item (such as a television, washing machine, dishwasher or car)? What was that day like?
 •How do you think people lived their lives without the major items that we take for granted?

Page 20
						

Bill Cosby Interview
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGKhKHax8-
 g
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGKhKHax8-g
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGKhKHax8-g
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGKhKHax8-g
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