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It begins with plot - WHAT HAPPENS in a short story, novel, play or film.Specifically, plot is the result of choices made by characters in a story, especially the story's protagonist, or main character.Structure of PlotExposition or introduction - In the exposition, the setting is established, and the main characters are introduced. Rising action - In the rising action part, a related series of incidents build toward the point of greatest interest.Climax - The climax is the turning point, which marks a change, for the better or the worse, in the protagonist’s affairs.Falling action - During the falling action the conflict between the protagonist and the antagonist unravels, with the protagonist winning or losing against the antagonist.Resolution - Events from the end of the falling action to the actual ending scene of the narrative.
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Initial harmonyHarmony disturbedHero is foundThe questThe trialsHarmony re-established
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DialogueDialogue shows the story will be about people.Dialogue serves to offer detail and new information.Dialogue is often where we meet the personality of the characters and find the humor of the story.Dialogue is unbreakably tied to the plot and must be essential to the plot.The best dialogue is set inside the action of the story.DescriptionThe goal of description of imagery is to create a vivid, realistic description of the scene, appealing to as many of the reader's senses as possible.Imagery in literature also covers sounds.
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The Thing About Classic Stories…… is that they’re linear...
 … and they never change.
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But what about spatial narratives in games and media?
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Consider this:A city is a particular kind of space. Its spatial arrangement is ordered by the interaction of people acting in it. People take place in events and interactions for a reason – they have a purpose.As a result, anything one does in a city "takes place" and becomes a "spatial practice" that shapes, and is shaped by, the space of the city.People "mark" or "inscribe" the space within the city with meaning. In the course of everyday life, one establishes a "daily path“ through the city.In the spatial realm, one gradually accumulates the stories and incidents of everyday routines into daily, weekly, or monthly "courses," plots, or "narratives" that give the space further personal meaning. By connecting the personal narrative to the larger story of the city, an individual can make the story of the city his or her own.
 What Is a Spatial Narrative?
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Reconstructing the "spatial narratives" of individuals, and the impact of the collective "spatial practices" on "social space" and the "public," enables one to discern meaning and purpose from otherwise mostly mute historical actors.By recreating the "spatial narrative" of individuals, one can understand better how groups expressed themselves in the city and sought to order it to their advantage. Spatial narratives help trace the social and cultural history of a place and connect it to contemporary experience. From this perspective, space and the built environment of a city are not mere backdrops, backgrounds, or contexts in which events occurred. They play a central role in understanding the development of the social order.
 And why is this important?
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Spatial narratives in the digital world open up an incredible amount of opportunities for discussion, including:• the idea of creating a narrative through a multiplicity of
 points of view• the idea of creating a narrative which is not intended for
 sequential, linear viewing, and which is enacted each time in a different way according to how the viewer traverses space• the idea of creating a narrative of a new kind, whose
 elements are thought to be experienced in a specific place or, even, at a specific time• the idea of creating a narrative involving a massive
 number of points of views • the idea of creating a narrative which is emergent • the idea of not creating a narrative, but a new form of
 expression involving spatially disseminated elements of expression, knowledge, information and interactivity
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“Games are too important to be left to the fields of English, Sociology, and Media Studies" (Aarseth, 2001).
 The narrative of a video game " tends to be isolated from or even work against the computer-game-ness of the game" (Juul, 2001).
 " If I throw a ball at you I don't expect you to drop it and wait until it starts telling stories" (Eskelinen, 2001).
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The form of interaction presented in MMORPGs can be considered as “Cyberdrama” (Murray, 1997)
 “Transmedia stories are based not on individual characters or specific plots but rather complex fictional worlds which can sustain multiple interrelated characters and their stories” (Jenkins, 2008)
 The core difference between interactive texts and traditional, linear texts is the "defining ability to execute a series of rules“ – Procedural Rhetoric (Bogost, 2007.)
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Games that tell stories "are unlikely to tell them in the same ways that other media tell stories. When game designers draw story elements from existing film or literary genres, they are most apt to tap those genres - fantasy, adventure, science fiction, horror, war - which are most invested in world-making and spatial storytelling. Games, in turn, may more fully realize the spatiality of these stories, giving a much more immersive and compelling representation of their narrative worlds" (Jenkins).
 "Narratives in video games with rich stories function quite differently than they work in books or movies. A book or movie can tell its story from first episode to last or it can begin in the middle of the action and only later get to the initial events in the story. In either case, the reader or viewer knows someone else (the author) has determined the order in which events in the story will be encountered. In a video game, on the other hand, some players will get such information one way and others in another way“ (Gee)
 “A narrative is a sequence of events focused by one (a few) living being(s); these events are based on simulation of experiences in which there is a constant interaction of perceptions, emotions, cognitions, and actions” (Grodal)
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A game’s story:Author-createdSomewhat linearAlways the same eventsAlways the same outcome
 And so… Story vs NarrativeA game’s narrative:User-centeredNot always linearAdaptableOutcome may vary
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How do spatial narratives affect you?How can we read into spatial narratives in digital worlds?What are the key differences between spatial narrative and classic narrative? Why are these differences important?How do the differences between spatial and classic narrative influence how texts are created?
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Play through Second Life’s MacBeth Island.Play an MMORPG
 WoWLoLFiesta OnlineDC UniverseDungeon Fighter Online
 Do a response on one of the two texts.
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