


	
		×
		

	






    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

                
                    
                        
                    
                

                
                    
                        
                            
							
                        

                    

                

                
                    	
                            Log in
                        
	
                            Upload File
                        


                

            


            
                
                    	
                            Most Popular
                        
	
                            Art & Photos
                        
	
                            Automotive
                        
	
                            Business
                        
	
                            Career
                        
	
                            Design
                        
	
                            Education
                        
	
                            Hi-Tech
                        


                    + Browse for More
                

            

        

    



    
        
            
                
                

                
                	Home
	Documents

	NARRATIVE THEORIES Media Studies -...



                




    
        
            
                
                    
                        

                        
                        
                    

                    
                        
						1

19
                        
                    

                    
                        
                        100%
Actual Size
Fit Width
Fit Height
Fit Page
Automatic


                        
                    

					
                

            

            
                
                    
                    
                    
                

                
                    

                    

                    
                        
                         Match case
                         Limit results 1 per page
                        

                        
                        

                    

                

            

            
									
    
        
        

        

        

        
        
            Media Studies NARRATIVE THEORIES 
        

        
    






				            

        

    









                
                    NARRATIVE THEORIES Media Studies - todhigh.comtodhigh.com/.../02/Applying-Narrative-Theories.pdfAccording to Propp the eight main characters in a story are: The villain –straightforward


                    
                                                Download PDF
                        
                        Report
                    

                    
                        	
								Upload

									others
								

							
	
                                View

                                    4
                                

                            
	
                                Download

                                    0
                                

                            


                    

                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                    
Facebook

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
Twitter

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
E-Mail

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
LinkedIn

                        

                        
                        
                            
                            
Pinterest

                        

                    


                    
                

                

                    
                    Embed Size (px)
                        344 x 292
429 x 357
514 x 422
599 x 487


                    

                    

                    
                                        Citation preview

                    Page 1
						

Media StudiesNARRATIVE THEORIES
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Today you will LEARN:
 To research and develop a focus on the
 importance of Narrative in Media Texts.
 Why ? To improve your knowledge of a key concept relating to the media industry.
 You can …….evaluate the usefulness of your research into narrative theories when selecting material to planyour example responses.
 .
 Progress will be demonstrated by showing
 You can ……. identify the key features of a narrative in relation to contemporary media texts.
 You can …….evaluate the usefulness of your research into narrative theories in creating your own sophisticated written response to the issue of narrative theory.
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BELL ACTIVITY – NARRATIVE RECAP
 Write down what elements you think are important in making a good story.
 How important are the characters?
 What character types would you look for and why?
 Do you like your characters to take clearly defined sides?
 How would you expect the story to unfold?
 Do you want your story easy to follow? Or do you prefer a puzzle?
 Do you want something familiar in your story or something unique?
 Write down as many points as you can in 5 minutes.
 NARRATIVE THEORIES

Page 4
						

Considering your ideas on characters, there are
 certain expectations about what roles characters fill.
 Whilst you may not have chosen to write down
 “traditional” character roles, and have opted to go
 for character types like “the funny one”, or “the
 loser”, it may be that these character types can be
 looked at as variations of traditional types.
 Next we are going to look at Propp’s character
 theory.
 Once we’ve established the classic character roles
 try and fit them to your favourite film.
 Write out the roles and then apply them to a film.
 NARRATIVE THEORY - CHARACTERS
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According to Propp the eight main characters in a story are:
 The villain – straightforward enough. (often called the
 antagonist)
 The hero – or character who has to achieve / find something
 because there is a lack / want within their life. (often called the
 protagonist)
 The dispatcher – the one who sends the hero on his way.
 The princess – the focus for the hero (reward) and villain (object
 of his desires / plotting), not always a person, often an item.
 The helper – someone who aids the hero, a sidekick.
 The donor – someone who gives the hero something to help
 them on their way, in fantasy tales a magical item, in westerns a
 gun etc.
 Her father – one who rewards the hero in the end.
 The false hero – the one who you think is made of the right
 stuff, but for one reason or another isn’t, a rogue or a betrayer.
 NARRATIVE THEORY - PROPP
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The Villain – Sauron, the evil mastermind & villain of the piece.
 The Hero – Frodo Baggins, all of his actions are essential in the move to thwart the Villain.
 The Donor – Bilbo Baggins, he gives Frodo the Ring, his sword Sting, and his mithril chainmail shirt to help him on his adventures.
 The Helper – Samwise Gamgee, Frodo’s sidekick, who is with him throughout the adventure.
 The Princess – The One Ring, the object of the villain’s attention, and the treasure that the Hero carries.
 The Father – Gandalf, who ultimately rewards Frodo by giving him passage away from the Shire.
 The Dispatcher – Gandalf, he sets wheels in motion and sends Frodo from the Shire.
 The False Hero – Boromir, seemingly there to aid Frodo, he doesn’t have what it takes and betrays him.
 EXAMPLE OF PROPP’S NARRATIVE CHARACTER
 THEORY
 - THE LORD OF THE RINGS .
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The Villain – the Ringwraiths, the obvious villains of the piece.
 The Hero – Frodo Baggins, all of his actions are essential in the move to thwart the Villain.
 The Donor – Galadriel, she gifts the Heroes, her “light” helps save Frodo.
 The Helper – Aragorn, a hero is in his own right, his actions help to save Frodo and bring Sauron down.
 The Princess – The One Ring, the object of the villain’s attention, and the treasure that the Hero carries.
 The Father – Aragorn rewards Frodo and the Hobbits when he is crowned king of Gondor.
 The Dispatcher – Elrond, he sends the Fellowship off to destroy the Ring.
 The False Hero – Smeagol, seemingly there to aid our Hero, he too wants the Ring and betrays Frodo.
 EXAMPLE OF PROPP’S NARRATIVE CHARACTER
 THEORY
 - THE LORD OF THE RINGS . (V2)
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The Villain – Captain Barbosa.
 The Hero – Will Turner.
 The Donor – Elizabeth Swan (the medallion)
 The Helper – Captain Jack Sparrow.
 The Princess – Elizabeth (& her medallion).
 The Father – Governor Swan.
 The Dispatcher – Governor Swan.
 The False Hero – Commodore Norrington /
 Captain Jack Sparrow.
 EXAMPLE OF PROPP’S NARRATIVE CHARACTER
 THEORY
 - PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN .
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At the heart of most stories is the notion of conflict or
 struggle. It works in Action Movies, Romantic Comedies or
 even TV News stories.
 Roland Barthes said that most stories had easily identified
 tropes or codes that readers & audiences knew on an innate
 level and this helps storytellers use shortcuts.
 E.g. Action Codes. Lots of actions have attached meanings
 that don’t need spelling out, eg a finger moved across the
 throat signifies to audiences the threat of death…
 Enigma Codes. A lingering close-up on a key inside a slowly
 closer drawer suggests to audiences that this now hidden key
 will be needed later on to help unravel a mystery…
 NARRATIVE CODES
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Levi-Strauss.
 Another critic with an influential idea on how narrative work,
 Levi-Strauss, suggested that all meaning was gathered from
 understanding binary oppositions , or a conflict between
 two sets of things. This theory can be applied to almost
 anything and once used is quite a helpful model to hang
 ideas on. It is best explained by example.
 Think of a genre and try to work out what binary oppositions
 are at play in it. We’ll look at an example afterwards.
 NARRATIVE CODES –
 BINARY OPPOSITIONS
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Example - Binary Oppositions in Westerns:
 European / American settlers Native Americans
 Pale Faces Red Indians
 Christian Pagan
 Domestic / civil ised Savage / tribal
 Ingenious / orderly Brutal / chaotic
 Agricultural / Garden Wilderness / desert
 Inside society Outside society
 Expanding frontiers Retreating territories
 The future The past
 NARRATIVE CODES –
 BINARY OPPOSITIONS
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Traditional stories work in a simple way so that audiences can
 easily follow what is going on.
 Beginning > Middle > End.
 In a slightly more developed manner McKee’s Narrative Theory
 follows a classic 5 Act structure (stolen from theatre):
 1. Exposition (setting the scene)
 2. Development (introducing more characters & scenes)
 3. Complication (thing/s go wrong and need sorting out)
 4. Climax (where things come to a head, a showdown)
 5. Resolution (where order is restored and all is made well)
 NARRATIVE STRUCTURES
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In a variation on a theme another theorist, Todorov proposes a
 very similar Narrative Theory which follows a classic 5 Act
 structure (again stolen from theatre):
 1. Equilibrium (all is peaceful and balanced)
 2. Disruption (the equilibrium is disturbed, problems!)
 3. Recognition of Disruption (main characters notice things
 going wrong and need sorting out)
 4. Repair the Disruption (where the main character has to
 take action to restore a balance)
 5. Return to Equilibrium (where order is restored and all is
 made well again)
 NARRATIVE STRUCTURES
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Now, going back to your own favourite film, try
 and apply either of the 5 Act Structures.
 Identify and write down the parts of the film
 that fit in with the five stages .
 Be aware that Act 3, the middle of the film,
 the complication, can often involve a series of
 mishaps that need to be resolved. Try to
 record the key ones.
 We can share our ideas.
 NARRATIVE STRUCTURES
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1.Exposition. Father takes Daughter to airport for a nice
 foreign holiday.
 2. Development. Father meets old work friends, revealing he
 is ex- Secret Agent / spy. Family life is strained.
 3. Complication. Daughter gets kidnapped in Europe. Father
 thousands of miles away in USA.
 Father travels to Europe to rescue daughter who has been
 captured & taken by sex traffickers. Daughter has gone.
 4. Climax. Eventually father finds daughter. Fights foreigners,
 rescues daughter and they both escape.
 5. Resolution. Father and daughter return home safe and
 sound to good old US of A.
 TAKEN – 5 ACT STRUCTURE
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EXAMPLE ‘PARALLEL STORY’ PATHWAY
 First scene introduced, one set of
 characters introduced.
 First situation develops, more characters
 introduced
 First complication introduced
 Climax of action first characters interact
 with second characters.
 Second scene introduced, another set of
 characters introduced.
 Second situation develops, even more
 characters introduced.
 Second complication introduced.
 Tension high as two parties come
 together.
 Conflicts lead to Resolution as one party triumphs over the other in the Climax.
 ALTERNATIVE NARRATIVE STRUCTURES
 Write down an example of a film or a genre where this narrative is used.
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AN EXAMPLE ‘FLASHBACK’ NARRATIVE PATHWAY
 A brief scene setting shot showing characters in the present
 Another longer scene, setting characters in an earlier period
 developing characters and situation.
 Another scene showing a complication somewhere between past and
 present.
 Further scenes both past and present showing development and need
 for resolution.
 Climax scene in the present where matters reach their head.
 Resolution in the present.
 ALTERNATIVE NARRATIVE STRUCTURES
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Question & Answer. Write down your responses to these Qu’s :
 1. Can you think of any media texts where the narrative appears to have no end?
 2. Can you think of any media texts where the audience / consumer creates / dictates the narrative?
 3. Can you think of any media texts where it is important to tell the narrative as quickly as possible?
 4. Can you think of any media texts where a story is being told through words, but the images may not support the narrative?
 5. Can you think of any popular media texts where there doesn’t appear to be any story being told?
 How important do you think narrative is to the success of a media text? Give an explanation for your answer.
 NON-TRADITIONAL NARRATIVES
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GENRE: DRAMA (BRITISH)
 NARRATIVE: Unemployed man from Scotland moves to London to
 make a new start. After an old friend back home dies, he
 betrays, then turns his back on his remaining friends.
 From these two start points, the narrative and the genre, what
 expectations have been built up? Jot down some initial thoughts.
 Watch the opening of the film that this relates to.
 Make notes on how the director uses or plays with the genre’s
 conventions, and what narrative devices are used to try and
 engage the audience.
 What dangers, if any, are there in looking at Genre and Narrative
 as abstract concepts?
 NARRATIVE, GENRE
 & AUDIENCE EXPECTATIONS.
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