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Objectification of Women
 in Advertisements
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“It would be great to see ‘real women’, professional women of various ages, women as they are, i.e. people with multiple roles and relationships, that doesn’t mean they are sexless – just normal and representative of the women who purchase products.”
 - Anonymous
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INTRODUCTION
 • Advertisements as means of promoting the product• Advertisements play upon emotions and build a
 fantasy– Sell values, images, love and sexuality
 • Objectification of women• Indian ads clearly shows gender stereotyping– Shown exclusively as housewives or sexual objects or
 hollow beings who measure their worth through their skin tone, body weight and beauty quotient.
 – For e.g. Axe Deo, Lux Innerwear, Fair & Lovely
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The ad which besides being a sort of launch pad for model Sana Khan also emerged as an instant controversy booster was that of Amul Macho 'Ye to bada toing hai' ad campaign, where this sultry sex goddess is seen exhibiting some very gawky expression while fantasizing about the sensuality.
 Within a short span of its release the IB ministry of India banned its screening but soon after this Advertising Standards Council of India cleared it for public viewing.
 Controversial Advertisement Of Amul Macho
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• A type of advertising that "deliberately, startles and offends its audience by violating norms for social values and personal ideals
 • designed principally to break through the advertising “clutter” to capture attention and create buzz,
 • This form of advertising is often controversial, disturbing, explicit and crass
 • Calvin Klein of Calvin Klein Jeans has also received media attention for its controversial advertisements in the mid-1990s. Several of Calvin Klein's advertisements featured images of teenage models, some "who were reportedly as young as 15" in overly sexual and provocative poses.
 Stock Advertisement
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• Government of India has enacted the Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986 to prohibit indecent representation of women through advertisements.
 • National Commission of Women (NCW) has suggested amendments to the 24 year old act, to tackle cases where the act has not been able to guarantee justice
 • The sole Industry body responsible for imposing regulations in advertising is the Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI). It is concerned with safeguarding the interests of the customers through monitoring and guiding the advertisements; and by disallowing advertisements which are deemed as indecent, vulgar and repulsive based on the accepted standards of decency. However, the intended self-regulation has been ineffective due to the lack of enthusiasm amongst advertisers towards regulation. More than 100 major advertisers are still not a part of ASCI, a careful measure to escape censorship.
 • An important role in raising awareness can be played by feminist organizations, industry bodies and the media. Nordic countries - Norway and Denmark have strict limits over the use of sexist images for commercial gains. In such cases an ombudsman similar to Denmark's to oversee advertisements might be an effective checkpoint
 Regulatory Framework and Industry Norms
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How Successful are objectified advertisements

Page 8
						

How Successful are objectified advertisements
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How Successful are objectified advertisements
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How Successful are objectified advertisements

Page 11
						

How Successful are objectified advertisements
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Kantian Evaluation• Objectification, for Kant, involves the lowering of a person, a
 being with humanity, to the status of an object.• Humanity, for Kant, is an individual's rational nature and
 capacity for rational choice.• Humanity is what is special about human beings. It
 distinguishes them from animals and inanimate objects. Because human beings are special in this sense they have, unlike animals and objects, a dignity.
 • It is crucial, for Kant, that each person respects humanity in others, as well as humanity in their own person. Humanity must never be treated merely as a means, but always at the same time as an end.
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Kantian 1st Categorical imperative • Question: Is objectification of women in advertisements
 ethical?• Proposed rule: “One might objectify women in
 advertisements to increase sales.”• Universalized rule: Objectification of women is acceptable.• As a business person, our duty is to conduct business in the
 right manner , keeping in mind the rights and dignity of the people directly or indirectly involved in the business.
 • Conclusion: The rule is flawed. Objectification of women is unethical.
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Kantian 2nd Categorical imperative
 • According to the categorical imperative, one must act so “one treats humanity, whether in one’s own person or in that of another , always at the same time as an end and never simply as a means.”
 • Here the women are just being used as a means to an end.

Page 15
						

Actors involved
 • Stakeholders of the company, producing the advertisement.
 • Woman, being objectified.• Target audience.
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Utilitarian analysis
 Courses of action/acts
 Happiness Unhappiness Utility
 Objectification of women
 Higher sales, Stakeholders are happy.
 Viewers happy
 Woman in the advertisement might be unhappy.
 Considerable happiness, high utility.
 No objectification of women
 Normal sales, stakeholders not as happy.
 Woman happy Medium utility
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