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Media Studies AS : Foundation Portfolio
 Project EvaluationMagda Cassidy
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For my media project I chose to do a print product, in the form of a popular music
 magazine.
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Q1: In what ways does your media product use, develop or challenge forms and conventions of real media products?
 Every music magazine on the market today follow specific conventions in order for it to be successful and sell to its audience. Although I wanted my magazine to be unique, new and fresh, it needed to follow magazine conventions in order for it to sell, as my chosen target audience would have certain expectations that
 my product would need to fulfil.
 Music Magazine Conventions include: memorable logo or image that we associate with the magazine catchy title interesting colour scheme that creates a ‘house style’ typical, chatty, informal mode of address inspirational celebrities included as a selling point attention grabbing front cover and contents to sell the product, different colours, fonts etc. and needs to reflect genre. professional looking photography
 Example of a conventional Indie magazine, which are usually less busy and more simplistic
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I chose to make an indie/rock magazine, as it is a popular genre for my typical target audience, and indie in particular is a genre that, as I found in my research, is not currently well catered for, for such a popular genre. Here are some examples of
 magazines similar to what I wanted to create, to give a clearer idea of the conventions I needed to follow…
 As you can see, both these magazines follow specific conventions and are very typical of my target audience. They both use eye catching, quite feminine colour
 schemes, they’re busy, feature popular artists for that genre and have recognisable titles and logos. Another interesting note is that they both feature strap lines at the top
 and bottom, something I planned to include in my own work. However, these two examples seem mainly aimed at the male audience, due to the iconic male role
 models featured on the front covers.
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Although it is necessary to follow magazine conventions, its vital for a music magazine to have something unique and special about it. There are lots of other products on the market, so I wanted mine to stand out!
 My unique selling point (USP) was to put a twist on the typical music magazine conventions, and rather than the current way of taking a single-minded approach to music, make it more exciting and interesting and female orientated, as most of the music magazines on the market are quite male dominated, as you can see on my research! I thought about combining the typical music magazine style with that of an everyday young women’s celebrity and fashion magazine to make my music magazine more suitable for women.
 I felt this would be popular with my target audience, as would combining both indie and rock genres. This idea puts a spin on magazine conventions but doesn’t alter them too much, which keeps the product recognisable. I wanted to combine all the features annotate in inspiring magazines into my work...
 USP...
 Bright colours
 Iconic woman on front, rather than msn
 Interactive elements such as quiz.
 Fashion related
 Real life stories, typical of woman’s magazine
 Attractive men on the cover to attract more audience!
 Has to be kept music related!
 Iconic woman on front
 Rock musicians to attract ‘rock chick’ audience
 Grungy black text
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How my work follows/challenges
 conventions...
 FRONT PAGETypical Music Magazine
 (KERRANG!)
 My Music Magazine
 Catchy, recognisable, onomatopoeic title.
 Attention grabbing colour schemes.
 BUSY eye-catching layout
 Barcode, issue number and price
 Variety of images, keeps layout interesting to reader and sells product!
 Icon female/male, direct address, medium close up
 Female dominated, which challenges the conventions of most indie/rock magazines.Male dominated
 STRAPLINES STRAPLINES
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CONTENTS PAGE
 Fun colour schemes
 And page border
 Main focus image to grab attention
 Letter from editor, typical of women’s
 magazine to draw your attention to specific
 articles
 Lots of images draw attention to specific articles
 Lots of different features to capture the eyes of the male audience, whereas the bigger
 fonts and letter from editor do this in a different way on women’s.
 Many different fonts
 Page numbers
 Typical Music Magazine (NME)
 My Music Magazine
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FEATURE ARTICLE
 Typical Music Magazine (INDIE)
 My Music Magazine
 Equal balance between image and text, women generally read more as
 they enjoy lots of information in long
 articles.
 Image dominated, men usually prefer pictures to
 text
 Informal, interesting chatty article
 Simple layout, no fancy text, nothing too
 complicated, easy to read.
 Darker pictures of popular band
 Text grab highlights important information
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Audience feedback
 I asked my target audience specific questions about my finished product to see if the different conventions and techniques that I had used were successful in convincing my
 audience to buy my magazine.
 In my questionnaire I asked my audience what genre they thought my magazine was, and here are the answers they came up with, showing that I followed the conventions of an indie/rock magazine.
 Other audience feedback I received informed me that my product was successful, here are some comments from the people who took part in the questionnaire.
 “I want to read all of it, it
 sounds really good!” “The title suggests music,
 something crazy and cool!”“There is lots of colour, fonts looked quite edgy and indie”
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Q2: How does your media product represent particular social groups?
 Social groups are often portrayed as stereotypes through media, whether its television, film, radio, or in my case, magazines. In my magazine I represent two different social
 groups:
 The overall group that my magazine represents
 is Indie/Rock girls. I believe the stereotypes I have
 chosen is commonly associated with the music industry.
 •Celebrities – my print product features female musicians that I have made up to form the band ‘The Station’.• Young women – my magazine features empowering young women, and although men would be included were it a full magazine, in the pages I’ve done it is just women.
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Indie girls and rocker girls are very clearly stereotyped, particularly in British society. Over the years these stereotypes have evolved, and fashions have changed, but these
 two social stereotypes are both very current in today’s society.
 The term ‘Indie’ is generically used to illustrate something original, artistic, or outside the mainstream.
 Typical Indie style:
 •Scruffy
 •Skinny jeans
 •Floral dresses
 •Trainers
 • Bright colours
 • Vintage clothes
 • Cardigans Rock ChickRocker girls are often negatively represented as ‘emo’, however, rock chicks are strong minded and creative.
 Indie Girl
 Lots of eye makeup
 Jewellery and chainsBlack clothes
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In my magazine, I represent both these stereotypes in a positive way, as I want my magazine to appeal to people who a) fit in with those stereotypes, and b) aren’t too fussed about the stereotypes, and just want a good read!
 On all my pages, typical Indie girls are featured, as my made up featured band ‘The Station’ are an indie band.
 Indie RepresentationOn my front page I represented Indie girls through costume, appearance, lighting and poses.
 The girls are dressed in fairly typical Indie style, particularly Clemmie (left) with the baggy top and cardigan and glasses. I chose Clemmie as a model because her normal day to day appearance is very trendy and Indie. Harriet (centre) represents the indie style with her floral shirt and skinny jeans. Beth (right) also shows the Indie influence in casual clothes, but the bodycon skirt and aviators she wears in typical Indie.
 Their poses demonstrate young girls having fun, making the reader warm to their personalities immediately. The lighting is naturalistic and fresh, also typical indie.
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These pictures which appear on the double page spread again represent indie. The location is rural and rustic, and the photo editing I have done adds to this effect. My models are wearing similar clothes to before, but to create this ‘outdoor’ effect, they are wearing more layers, which is a typical British indie trend, more due to cold weather than style! Their poses again show they are happy and fun and aren’t too posed, they look natural. I also wanted to promote good female role models, so my models look happy, rather than promoting the alternative ‘sex, drugs and rock ‘n’ roll’ lifestyle. The sepia tone to the image adds to the rustic, indie look.
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Another example of an indie girl, her brightly coloured lipstick and dress in combination with the cardigan is typical of the stereotype.
 Photograph of me looking rather Indie! Typical ‘Lego’ haircut (block fringe) emphasises the Indie look. The editor seeming indie will appeal to the target audience, and entice the reader to enjoy the magazine.
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Rock Chick Representation
 Evie’s costume on this picture instantly suggests the ‘rock chick’ style which will appeal to the audience. The ripped tights, leather jacket and lots of dark colours add to this effect. Evie’s general appearance Is also quite ‘rock’, she has pale skin, dark hair and a very pretty face! The dark lighting adds to the grungy, rock effect. Her poses are also very rock chick, as is her makeup.
 I feel that in my magazine I have represented indie and rock girls in the dominant mode, however, there are negative connotations the stereotype that are less recognised. I represented my models this way to appeal to the audience, and I feel this worked because most of the audience members who took the questionnaire commented on how they liked the pictures and clothes the girls wear!
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Q3: What kind of media institution might distribute your media product and why?
 In order to be successful, a magazine needs to be supported by a media institution to produce and distribute copies on the magazine. Institutions such as produce hundreds of magazines, radio shows and other types of media. Here are some examples of popular media institutions.
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I feel that either BMG or IPC would be perfect media institutions to support my magazine, because they produce magazines such as Marie Clare, Kerrang!, NME, Look and Heat, which all have similarities to my magazine.
 If I were to mass produce and sell my magazine, I would probably like to work with BMG, as that particular institute produces for both Kerrang! and Heat, which are two of my large influences. BMG is also a music label, and so magazines and music will be part of the same Bauer conglomerate, and can support eacother. If I were to work with them, I might be able to encourage Heat and Kerrang! readers to buy my magazine. Kerrang! magazine would probably be my biggest competition, so if I worked with the same institute as them, I would be able to contact my specific target audience straight away. I also feel BMG would be likely to produce my magazine as it has something Kerrang! doesn’t have, which is a more relaxed, girly look into the world of music. It also focuses more heavily on Indie, whereas as Kerrang focuses more on rock, and as Indie is slowly overtaking rock music in popularity, a more mainstream indie magazine is, I feel, appropriate.
 http://www.bauermedia.co.uk/
 http://www.bauermedia.co.uk/
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Q4: Who would be the audience for your media product?
 The most important code I needed my magazine to follow
 was having a specific target audience.
 Female
 Aged 14-20
 Individuals (Young and Rubicam theory)
 C2 – E (socio-economic status)
 •Indie/Rock fans
 KIPPERS: Kids In Parent's Pockets Eroding Retirement SavingsOINKY: One Income, No Kids YetSNAG: Sensitive New Age GuySNERT: Snot-Nosed Egotistical Rude Teenager
 Using GRASS (Gender, Race, Age, Socio-economic status) and various other theories, I narrowed down my audience…
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I felt this was a good audience to target, due to the sheer number of people who would fit into this group. Obviously, as the magazine is for females, it would not sell the male audience as well, but Indie/Rock music is becoming increasingly popular, particular for the target age range. I feel my magazine would sell well as the age range it is targeted at is mainly teenagers and students, who will most likely be receiving regular money off
 their parents/student grants. Due to the disposability of this group’s income, they are much more likely to spend money on magazines than any other age group, as they
 don’t have to pay for mortgages or children.
 Potentially, my magazine could cater for a large mass, as Indie music is very popular and far more commercialised than it used to be, and this is further expressed in my
 original questionnaire…•75% of participants said their favourite music genre was Rock, Indie, or Metal
 • 90% of participants said they read music magazines, however, 60% said they weren’t entirely happy with the current selection on the market
 • 75% of target audience said they’d like a music magazine with features of women’s magazines inside.
 Secondary target audiences could include: • Emo stereotype
 • More mainstream, pop music fans
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More and more social stereotypes are listening to Indie, so I considered the needs of these social groups while making the magazine, and made sure that the magazine didn’t exclude others in the way it was written, or the images or colours etc. I made sure there was a wide mix of bands to capture the interest of a lot of readers, from niche indie bands like modest mouse, to mainstream superstars like Paramore and Arctic Monkeys.
 Looking back at my audience feedback, I received a very positive reaction, which indicates I was successful in producing something young women want to read!
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Q5: How did you attract/address your audience?
 I chose the title Clash out of all my other options because I felt it was attention grabbing, and sounded onomatopoeic, similar to Kerrang! It also hints at the combining of two contrasting things, such as Indie and Rock music. The name jumps out at you and sells the product.
 Image on cover has to sell product, lighting/poses/mise-en-scene all have a role to play in assisting the image in selling the product. The picture is bright and exciting, and the models happy poses and direct address catches the readers’ eye.
 Feature articles and popular artists mentioned on front page encourage us to look inside.
 Bright colours grabs attention and makes the magazine appear exciting and vibrant, encouraging the audience to buy the product.
 Images give us clues as to what will appeal to us inside.
 Words such as ‘exclusive’ and ‘win’ encourage the reader to buy the product for exclusive articles and prizes.
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Sets the language tone of the rest of the magazine, informality of prose, sounds almost spoken, chatty, builds reader-writer relationship.
 Keeps you reminded what you’re reading.The variety of
 fonts breaks the page up a bit and makes it look more appealing and easier to read.
 Funky, colourful image makes the magazine look really interesting and fun!
 Selection of articles that the audience may want to read. Larger fonts on more popular choices so makes magazine’s best features stand out. Captions use appealing language, ‘gossip’, ‘exclusive’, etc.
 Variety of images to support main articles
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Headline in funky, eroded font, emphasises ‘Indie’ band
 Sepia tone edit creates rugged, ‘chilled’, typical indie look. They look like a believable band, and the size of the image instantly grabs our attention.
 Three columns, typical print page style
 Sepia tone edit reflects previous image. Has also been cropped and altered to look more professional.
 Text-grab highlights important information in the article, reader’s eye is drawn to this, and it makes you curious.
 Almost a ‘mini’ advert, whenever you read something good inside you associate it with title.Images sharpened,
 brightened and cropped.
 Appealing, easy to read layout. Informal language style. Makes reader feel comfortable.
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Ideologies…
 I feel that my product represents celebrities in a mainly positive light throughout, however, to keep my magazine exciting, I incorporated both
 positive and negative ideologies of celebrities in my work. Here are some examples of my representations of celebrities.
 Negative Ideologies…
 Shows ‘rocknroll’ lifestyle as being controversial, but humour is used to make us warm to the character
 In keeping with women’s gossip magazine idea.
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Positive Ideologies…
 Shows they are dedicated to music and not driven by fame.
 Shows they are real musicians, not one hit wonders.
 Depicts close relationship between them, shows they are caring.
 Shows they’re down to earth and intelligent
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Q6: What have you learnt about technologies from the process of constructing this product?
 In the process of creating my music magazine, I have learnt a lot about using different technologies. For each aspect of this project (research, planning, production and evaluation), I used modern technology in some way…
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To keep track of my work, I kept an online blog using blogger.com, which I updated regularly with details on my progress. This was a really helpful source to use as it meant I could look back on my work and remind myself what I had to do next. It also helped keep me a lot more organised. It was much more useful than, for example, taking notes on my work, as I could present my work nicely with photographs and images, and go back and edit it without any crossings out.
 www.blogger.com
 Creating my blog…
 The internet played a massive part in my research, most of the information I collected was through surfing the internet. The advantage of using the internet in research rather than books is that its much, much quicker, and the information is a lot easier to access, however, information on the internet isn’t always from a trustworthy source, so its important to do a lot of looking to check your information is valid.
 Research…
 Evaluation…
 I used aspects of technology such as printing and scanning and photocopying for my audience feedback, it was an effective way to get copies of questionnaires and my work to my target audience, because it saved me having to record their answers myself one by one, and allowed them to view the finished product.
 http://www.blogger.com/
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To plan create my product I used InDesign, a facility I had never used before. I found InDesign fairly easy to use pretty quickly, its not too complex and is very effective in making a page look professional, however, sometimes it was hard to create effects as I would’ve liked to create as the software was so basic. However, InDesign has a lot more to offer than using something like Microsoft Publisher, so overall I was really happy using this facility.
 To edit all the photographs I took, I used Photoshop, another program I had never used before. It was extremely useful in my project as it gave my images the authentic magazine look that I needed to create! It took me quite a while to understand how to use the program, it was difficult at first but once I understood how to use some of the basic features, I think I did a pretty good job of editing my pictures! I really like all the different looks and effects I have been able to create on my product. ‘Photoshopping’ my pictures was probably one of the longest jobs I had to do, and as I kept making mistakes in the learning process, it took me quite a few attempts to get the pictures right! Photoshop gave me a lot of freedom to do pretty much whatever I wanted, so I really enjoyed the experience.
 Planning and production…
 I also got the chance to use a camera which was of really high quality, so all my images used in my magazine looked professional. Photography has always been something that has interested me, but I’ve had very little experience, so it was a really good experience to get to experiment with taking pictures. I managed to achieve various different images with the camera, all of which I am happy with!
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Q7: Looking back at your preliminary task, what do you feel you have learnt in the progression from it to the full
 products?
 Preliminary Task Final Product
 Looking back at my work, there is a distinct improvement, and although my finished product isn’t perfect, the development between the two images is noticeable.
 I made my prelim page pretty quickly, and although I put thought into it, I didn’t spend weeks researching like I did in my second piece. It is simple, quite nice, but not particularly eye catching, whereas my final product grabs your attention with its loud, bright colour scheme.
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Captions don’t sound very exciting!
 Barcode doesn’t look authentic Not much variety in fonts
 No variety in images
 Logo very plain and dull.
 Picture is hardly edited, and isn’t cut smoothly.
 Very plain, non captivating title. My finished product is very
 different to my prelim. Its has a busy, colourful layout, exciting title, a variety of well edited images, a variety of fonts, and looks far more authentic. There are couple of imperfections which I didn’t notice till after it was too late, however, in future, I will know to plan my time better, in order to spot these mistakes in the earlier stages of editing.
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Conclusion
 Overall, I am really happy with final project, it has turned out a lot better than I originally planned. At first I thought I'd really struggle, especially because I'd
 never used the software before and didn't really know what to expect, but once I eventually understood the basics of Photoshop, I managed to create some really
 nice pictures, which I felt were very typical of my music genre, but still very individual and quite quirky. The different images on each page tie in with the particular theme of each page, for example, the picture on the front cover is
 attention grabbing, and I hope, sells the product, which is what front pages are meant to do! The models' poses and the use of direct address all attract attention
 to the magazine, and would hopefully help to sell the magazine if it was published. I also really like my colour scheme on the front page, it looks young, funky and typical of the Indie style. The black over the top of the purple paint splodges reinforces the 'rock chick' style which I also wanted to represent.
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I also like the contrast between the different pages, and what the different colours and images suggest and promote. The feature article uses simple black and white for the text, with naturalistic and sepia toned images, seemingly suggesting calm, cool, easy-listening indie tunes. In contrast to this, the front page suggests louder, more vibrant music, due to the bright colours, busy layout and eye catching images, and the rainbow coloured header image of the contents page suggests more funky, indie pop.
 I'm also pleased with my feature article, to me it sounds believable, and is easy to read. It sells the band well and promotes their album and tour. However, there are a few aspects of the magazine, the front cover in particular has a couple of flaws which I didn't realise until after I'd completed the work! Because I spent a lot of time editing my pictures, the production of my magazine was a little rushed, and so my final work suffered, because it meant I didn't have the time to do trial prints to make sure that there weren't any flaws. Time management would definitely be something to improved on if I was given another opportunity, as I feel this was my main weakness. However, overall I am very pleased with my final work!
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