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                                        DESCRIPTION

                    A presentation from our Austin Digital Experiement event - here we apply our Narrative Network tool to coverage of Rick Perry’s presidential campaign
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2
 Project ObjectiveTo better understand the press’ perception of Rick Perry and his run at the White House.
 Project ScopeCoverage from July 13, 2011 through October 19, 2011 was used as the basis of this analysis. Articles which included at least five mentions of Rick Perry were pulled and analyzed. Publications used include:
 • Associated Press Newswires• Austin American-Statesman• Bloomberg BusinessWeek• Dallas Morning News• Economist• Forbes • Fortune• Investor's Business Daily• Los Angeles Times• New York Times• Newsweek• Reuters News• San Antonio Express-News• San Francisco Chronicle• Time• USA Today• Wall Street Journal • Washington Post
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3
 Narrative NetworkTM Methodology
 The Narrative Network is a text mining and brand mapping method used to create a visual map of how the media perceives a particular brand or topic. The outcome helps clients develop effective brand communications and strategic plans.
 • In coverage, all the words are ranked in terms of frequency of mention. The words with the highest frequency of mention are collected to build a keyword matrix to see which pairs of keywords often appear together in the text.
 • Words that appear together in sentences are given more weight than words that appear together in paragraphs and articles. Network analysis software is used to create a network of keywords.
 • The size of the links and nodes represent the salience of the keywords in the text.
 • Keywords in the same color form a main concept/theme that consistently appears together in coverage.
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 Top KeywordsRick Perry
 Top keywords reveal the relative dominance of narratives within media in a coverage set, based on frequency of mention.
 Select candidates received a significant number of mentions throughout the coverage set. Mitt Romney had a large presence in coverage on Rick Perry. This points to the press’ perception of a two-person race at this time. Both President Obama and Michele Bachmann also garnered a number of mentions.
 The economy continues to be the key theme in this race as well as in the debates. This includes jobs, social security and taxes.
 Most of the key words are on the race. This includes terms like campaign, candidates, voters, support, polls and win. The debates have loomed large over the past three months and Perry’s performance has been called lackluster. As the campaign switches to retail campaigning, Perry hopes to have a greater impact as he will be able to take his presidential plans directly to the people.
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 Red nodes represent the core narrative surrounding Rick Perry. The core highlights key rivals such as Mitt Romney and Michele Bachmann. Jobs, the economy and taxes have been core topics over the past three months. Performance, criticism and debates are also included.
 Perry has come under attack from his rivals for programs in Texas. This includes allowing children of illegal immigrants to pay in-state college tuition rates and a new law requiring 6th grade girls to be vaccinated for HPV. Some questioned his motives. Key terms include security, fence, heart and Right.
 Blue nodes highlight key topics from the debates this includes jobs, energy and health care. Perry’s desire to open more areas for oil and gas drilling as well as limiting EPA regulations are highlighted. Key terms include benefits, budget, cut and growth.
 Social issues such as religion, gay marriage and abortion are highlighted in green. Social conservatives, liberals and rights are also included.
 Orange nodes focus on financial issues and highlight Perry’s negative comments on the Fed and calling Social Security a Ponzi scheme.
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