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            Analysis of “Leni” by Good Books I decided to analyse other videos of the ‘indie’ genre, to give myself a greaterunderstanding of the conventions. This video is filmed in black and white, a common stylistic technique used by the directorsof indie videos to createan artistic, anachronistic feel which will appeal to the ‘alternative’ target audience. As it is rare for modern films to be shot in black and white, the director is trying to show that the artist is not mainstreamand therefore reflect the unconventional values of the audience. Somewhat ironically, this technique is so prevalent in modern indie videos that it has becomeconventional of the genre.  Some examplesof other ‘indie’ videos (shown below) filmed in black and white are “For ReasonsUnknown”by the The Killers and “Delivery”by Babyshambles. The video openswith a close-up of an attractive girl [1], which is typical of music videos by male artists, especially in the indie genre where there is often a ‘loveinterest’ in the video. The title of the song is also a woman’s name, so as she is the first thing to appearon screenthis woman is associatedwith the subject matter of the song. The use of shotssuch as this close-up the woman’s half-bare legs in high heels [2] during the video fits with Goodwin’s Theory about the voyeuristic treatment of the female body, as heels are typically associatedwith sexuality. Futhermore, a long shot of the woman walking in the video cuts to a medium-close-up of the lead singer looking at her [3] as she goes past him, which also connotesthat she is object of desire. On the other hand, unlike somewomen often seenin videos of other genressuch as HipHop, she is not presently soley as a sexual object, unlike the scantily-clad women which feature frequently in the videos of artists such as 50 Cent (seebelow) “Leni”follows one of the key conventions of many indie videos, in that it is performance-based, reflecting the importanceof live performancein the genre. The mise-en- sceneis also very typical of an indie video. The tatty industrial estate,dotted with graffiti, [4] littered with debris including rubbish overflowing from a skip [5] and an old armchair [6] connotesa rejection of convention and the 1 2 3 4 2 4 “Candyshop” – 50 Cent 
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Analysis of “Leni” by Good Books
 I decided to analyse other videos of the ‘indie’ genre, to give myself a greater understanding of the conventions. This video is filmed in black and white, a common stylistic technique used by the directors of indie videos to create an artistic, anachronistic feel which will appeal to the ‘alternative’ target audience. As it is rare for modern films to be shot in black and white, the director is trying to show that the artist is not mainstream and therefore reflect the unconventional values of the audience. Somewhat ironically, this technique is so prevalent in modern indie videos that it has become conventional of the genre. Some examples of other ‘indie’ videos (shown below) filmed in black and white are “For Reasons Unknown” by
 the The Killers and “Delivery” by Babyshambles.
 The video opens with a close-up of an attractive girl [1], which is typical of music videos by male artists, especially in the indie genre where there is often a ‘love interest’ in the video. The title of the song is also a woman’s name, so as she is the first thing to appear on screen this woman is associated with the subject matter of the song.
 The use of shots such as this close-up the woman’s half-bare legs in high heels [2] during the video fits with Goodwin’s Theory about the voyeuristic treatment of the female body, as heels are typically associated with sexuality. Futhermore, a long shot of the woman walking in the video cuts to a medium-close-up of the lead singer looking at her [3] as she goes past him, which also connotes that
 she is object of desire. On the other hand, unlike some women often seen in videos of other genres such as HipHop, she is not presently soley as a sexual object, unlike the scantily-clad women which feature frequently in the videos of artists such as 50 Cent (see below)
 “Leni” follows one of the key conventions of many indie videos, in that it is performance-based, reflecting the importance of live performance in the genre. The mise-en-scene is also very typical of an indie video. The tatty industrial estate, dotted with graffiti, [4]
 littered with debris including rubbish overflowing from a skip [5] and an old armchair [6] connotes a rejection of convention and the
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trappings of affluence, giving the band an “underground” image, which will appeal to the rebellious nature of the target audience.
 The way that the band and the other characters are dressed in the video is also typical of the indie genre. The smart-casual style of shirts without ties and skinny jeans is uniform of the genre, as is their hair, styled in a messy way.
 Throughout the video, close-ups are used to show each of the band members playing their individual instruments. [7] This connotes the importance of the rhythm itself rather than just the melody, which contrasts with videos of genres such as pop and RnB, where the main focus is often on the singer, and if there are people playing instruments they are more in the background. In addition, several long-shots of the band are used to convey the importance of the band as a whole. [8] This fits with
 Goodwin’s Theory that music videos display genre characteristics.
 The video also creates intertexuality through its use of costume and narrative, which fits with Goodwin’s Theory that there is often intertextual references. The sinister men dressed in traditional in suits and fedora hats [9] are archetypal “gangsters”, recognisable to the audience from films such as “The Godfather” and “The Untouchables.” The mafia image from “The Godfather” and the
 final shot [10] (a close-up of the main character of the video apparently unconscious with a bleeding nose- see below) links to the violent associations of the song lyrics: “They bring me down, they push me around They kick my face into the ground”, which applies to Goodwin’s Theory that there is a relationship between the lyrics and visuals.
 The black-and-white adds to the effect of this image, as characters in old films of the 1940s and 1950s often dressed in a similar way to this e.g. Casablanca
 The cutting rhythm of the video is closely related to the rhythm of the song, as the cuts become much shorter and faster during the chorus of the song, whereas there is longer shot duration and a slower cutting rhythm in accordance with the verses.
 The narrative of the video is not linear, and is instead fragmented to create a post-modern effect. This is typical of the indie genre, which tries to challenge conventional expectations of audiences, in order to appeal to the target audience.
 http://www.muzu.tv/goodbooks/leni-music-video/52935?country=gb
 Casablanca
 The Godfather
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