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RCMP K9 UnitBy Ryley Scott and Damon Chase
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History• The RCMP dog section was formed in 1935
 • In 1940, the RCMP won its first case involving dog search evidence.
 • The RCMP Police Dog Service
 Training Centre was established
 at Innisfail, Alberta in 1965.
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Dogs• RCMP use purebred German shepherds as well as Belgian shepherds
 in perfect physical condition
 • A dog entering the RCMP training program has a 17% chance of succeeding due to the high standards required.
 • the bite of a German Shepherd Dog has a force of over 238 pounds 
 • Lifespan of 9-13 years
 • German Shepherds are ranked third in intelligence
 • Natural hunters, smart, loyal, even tempered, courageous, and physically perfect for the challenges of the job
 • Every year RCMP need 35 replacement dogs
 Weight Male 35–43 kilograms (77–95 lb)
 Female 25–33 kilograms (55–73 lb)
 Height Male 60–65 centimetres (24–26 in)
 Female 55–60 centimetres (22–24 in)
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Training• the dog starts its police training when it is from 12 to 18 months old.
 Basic training Is approximately 17 weeks
 • Dogs and handlers are validated to the Doghandler Course Training Standard Field Level capability annually.
 • 1 in 3 puppies will become police dogs
 • Dog handlers are regular members who volunteer for this particular duty
 • dog handler should have a tolerance towards animals and be capable of appreciating the known dog instincts
 • there are over 400 people on the waiting list for police services dog training
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Responsibilities• Some of the responsibilities of police services dogs
 include:
 • Tracking criminals, searching for narcotics, explosives, illicit alcohol and stills.
 • Locating lost persons, crime scene evidence and lost property, avalanche search and rescue.
 • VIP protection, crowd control, hostage situations, and police/community relations
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The Process• There are about 140 general duty teams in the k9 unit.
 • Every year there are hundreds of constables applying for a position on the k9 unit. However, only 12 are chosen to take the course each year.
 • looking for people who can work on their own, problem solvers, able to handle high pressure situations, and are top performers.
 • Constables start by training puppies in their home division. Pups are put through an RCMP program called imprinting Ensures dogs develop police dog traits
 • Takes 5-6 years of raising puppies before being considered About 6 puppies
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The Bond• Your dog is part of your family
 • Your dog is your life, so you have to plan around the dog.
 • You spend almost all your free time with your dog
 • The friendship that you create with your dog is life long.
 • "The special bond that exists between our handlers and their service dog begins the moment the two meet…As police service dog teams are always the front-line members tasked to deal with high-risk situations, called upon to locate the missing child or elderly parent, the bond between the two must be genuine and unconditional.” -Sgt. Rick Chaulk
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Short Video
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References • http://www2.canada.com/topics/news/story.html?id=7684061
 • http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/fs-fd/dog-chien-eng.htm
 • http://www.animalplanet.ca/galleryList.aspx?sid=20672
 • http://www.animalplanet.ca/showpage.aspx?sid=20672
 • http://positiveleo.wordpress.com/category/uncategorized/page/75/
 • https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yadeRfqjMMM
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