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Two interesting things when I came back to my room last night
the ASU edX announcement, but also the Green Choice card. As I am
doing a presentation on openwashing, and this is my first non-MOOC
research, I saw the connection we are all seeing. In the lit, edX
notes that this is a great option for high-achieving students and
potentially for students returning to college. So theyve read some
education lit and have tempered their discussion of changing the
worldat least in their writing. But the Global aspect, right down
to the image of Earth from space, pushes against that localized
language and harkens to that ability for the MOOC to democratize
and globalize education. 1

This is from the OEGlobal conference in Banff. And this is a
common refrain I hear as we talk OER and I have taken part in this
refrain before. These companies do not understand education. These
companies are changing the conversation and doing disservice and
detriment. They have left false promises on the table. And I fear
we are at the South Park moment where it is going to turn into they
took our jerbs!2

Conurbation

Conurbation is linked to the postmodern in its avoidance of a
traditional or modernist center and whole. The sprawl of
contemporary cities linked by residence and commerce, and those
within the communities can note the differences. So rather than a
traditional narrative structure, this will embrace the messiness of
conurbation and kind of go from township to township, and hopefully
circle around by the end!3

Crockett Johnson, 1955THE END

I am going to conclude with Harold from Harold and the Purple
Crayon. The story goes Harold decides to go for a walk. He draws
the moon, and a straight path so he wont get lost. He realizes
there is nothing at the end of the straight path, and that is when
his adventure begins. Lots of people are going to say the journey
is what is important, so on. They are right. This presentation is
about saying that the path is a false promise. Harold was smart
enough to get off the path and take a different journey; he quickly
stops buying the hype. We need to do the same. 4

The first presentation I ever gave I started off by saying we
needed to get away from the term MOOC. I have received my most
acclaim in the mainstream by saying we need to stop using failure.
This year, I am taking on content. 5

What happens is a conversation where there is distress around
the term, reasons for why, and some half-hearted hope to reinvent.
6

Here is that fear of content it is intertwined with marketing,
promotion and branding. Content as a basic definition is about
information, but our definition has traveled widely in a short
period of time. 7

Content InformationObjective/Neutral

Content = InformationInformation about InformationCommerce &
MarketingDigital

And where this becomes more problematic is how we take the
assumed definition of content, the *universal* definition, and have
it stand within various cultures, societies and subcultures.
Content as a term is similar to that eco-friendly ticket from
Sheraton; presented in one way to highlight a certain meaning, but
in actuality the meaning is much more diffuse and diverse. As a
critical reader, I see the $5 and understand Sheraton has more than
$5 in cleaning my room for the day, no matter how eco-friendly they
purport to be. This is often seen when we look within a subculture;
when we get off the conurbation interstate and exit into a domain
in the content industry domain, we see the meaning of content for
this society leverage, influence, monetize. Content becomes a much
more complex topic while also having a utilitarian simplicity.
8

Understanding Minor Scales (Brian Chin, Seattle Pacific
University)2014

Content is often applied as a catch-all term for information we
have deemed important to share. This manifests in many ways. 9

Our Friend the Atom ( Disney, 1957)

Educators bemoan the mistakes of edutainment in the field
filmstrips, the Troy McClure element. It is easy to look at these
10 things Coursera videos will teach us about EdTech and with any
semblance of historical perspective point to the failures of the
field to learn from mistakes. But its important to remember that
closed video content is also not at all new in the education
system. Back then we called it educational filmstrips; a new term
does not change the history of corporate purveyors with connections
to business providing materials to classrooms.

Walt Disney did link this to edutainment, the ability to put
curricular contents into a media-rich and pleasing environment.
10

Khan Academy SAT Prep (est. 2014-2015)

Khan Academy lacks much of the aesthetic of edutainment, perhaps
because of an educative focus on objectives and assessments,
perhaps because there is a massive market educational media
programming across various platforms that lacks a sight test rigor.
Where the educative element continues is in the branding. A Disney
video was evidently Disney. A Khan Academy tutorial is evidently
Khan Academy. And they will not let you forget.

Note the energy points as well as the crediting.11

All Khan Academy content is available for free at
www.khanacademy.org

2015 Hechinger Report

ContentInformationInformation about InformationCommerce &
MarketingDigital TextWritten ConnotationUtility in Critical
DiscourseStaticArtifactEducation: Learner OutputHistorical:
Relic/OutdatedLanguage Games

Finding the definition we want for the thing we mean is not
easy. It is situated, which means it is negotiated. Education has a
great trouble here dissertation findings on defining like terms.
Other cultures such as technical commerce do not struggle here;
there are clear and resounding definitions, and it shifts the tenor
of conversation w/ others struggling toward their desires. 13

Each pole of the structure is only relevant with respect to its
relations with the other polesA modification in the function of one
of the poles leads to a destructuring and restructuring of the
whole, in which case it becomes another message.Lyotard, Les
Immateriaux (1985)Linguistic Pragmatics

In 1985, Lyotard wanted to visualize his postmodern condition
treatise. In doing so he looks to linguistics to really try to find
what anthropologists and philosophers have historically tried to do
when communicating on a topic.

Really dive into the two numbers here.14

The dominant ideology in our society presents technology as
ahistorical, atheoretical and amoral, it always has. Our reaction
is to try to link it back to a history, a theory, and a morality.
Yet this misses the prime point of postmodernism the notion of one
either directly links to a grand narrative or attempts to be a
tributary to a grand narrative. This is multihistorical,
multitheoretical and multimoral (morally ambiguous?). We can see
this in the definition of the MOOC; MOOC is massive open online
course, MOOC is a relic of MMORPGS, MOOC is a marketing buzz term
to denote scaled online learning methodologies and the technologies
that perpetuate. 15

The Reusability Paradox typically leads designers of learning
objects to attempt to strike a balance between effectiveness and
reusability. This generally results in materials that are neither
particularly effective NOR particularly reusable across
contexts.

The way to escape from the Reusability Paradox is simply by
using an open license. Wiley, Forgetting Our History, 2015

I see correlation between Lyotards interest in linguistics and
Wileys reusability paradox. When we shoot for the middle we get
worse than we get at either side. That is because everything
changes; the structure is built upon equal poles and to negotiate
as if the structure is True creates falsity.

But also note what Wiley says as the escape hatch. This is only
partially true.16

THESISIf grand narratives are false (Lyotard, 1984), what are
the objectives of brand-heavy open resource providers? How do such
objectives (and the contradictions with the UNESCO definition)
shape the OER movement? What options exist for OER to resist what
they see as lacking freedom or openwashing?

We will be engaging the Lyotard lens of postmodernism, but it is
also important to think about resistance or negotiated reading
here, which is a Stuart Hall concept seen in encoding and decoding,
meaning we must read not just from the lens of the dominant but
with the understanding of the marginalized or subcultures who are
not prominent in the discussion. The problem is when this happens
in an Other sense, where one is True and the Other is not. Rather,
Halls argument from the postmodern would be that the dominant is
just one reading of the situation.17

Cable Green, 2015

When I started here this would have been my ballast. Today I am
going to critique it. Identifying a spectrum of what constitutes
freedom is antithetical to the idea of freedom. Freedom in its
essence is absolute. So either this has a clearly postmodern
definition of freedom as not free, or it is trying to negotiate
while still serving a false narrative. 18

All Khan Academy content is available for free at
www.khanacademy.org

54/365 by Marc (2008)

MONTAGE & JUXTAPOSITIONThe combination of two hieroglyphs of
the simplest series is regarded not as their sum total but as their
product, i.e. as a value of another dimension, another degree: each
taken separately corresponds to an object but their combination
corresponds to a concept. The combination of two representable
object achieves the representation of something that cannot be
graphically represented.

Eisenstein, Beyond the Shot, 1929

When we put elements together we are creating meaning. It is not
just the *contents* on a neutral technology, but juxtaposition
happens in everything we are doing when we engage technology to
share. 20

MATERIAL & IMMATERIAL

The digital represents a shift in the meaning of what it is to
be humanyou can say a loss of mans mastery over nature, or tech as
dehumanizing, but the gist is technology facilitates the postmodern
in the requirement for negotiated definitions and
symbols/signifiers, the technological a landscape allowing us to
see contradictions among historical cultures and how subcultures
knock heads with the digital culture. The utility of a
technological construct functions on multiple strata as a
reflection of human, independent of human, as an augment of human.
All of these meanings are montage. I think about what Bonnie
pointed out today regarding how we negotiate our relationships and
engagements on Twitter and how what Lyotard would call immaterial
has such resonance in that space; taken off that space, what
happens? 21

The Postmodern Condition (1979)Grand narratives function as
oppressive agents of culture and society, utilized to legitimize a
dominant cultures version not only of historical events, but of
values and beliefs that facilitate the continuation of the dominant
culture.The history of humanity is not a story of progress toward a
goal of Universal Truth, but rather a perpetuation of power and
prestige. Progress is an illusion because truth is negotiated;
therefore, Truth is false. Petits Recits localized narratives that
account for situated environments, cultural contexts and
multicultural language games for specific cultures and
societies.

Just roll with this let it go. This definition changes every
time. When Lyotard was asked what it meant in 1985 when getting Les
Immitereaux together, he said, I wish I understood. When you are
discussing a lens that says there are not clear and distinct
truths/objectives/signatories, it is difficult to share in a
society that wants distinct truths/objectives/signatories. My wife
asked what the takeaway was from this talk, and I answered like
Lyotard. 22

higher learning will have to continue to supply the social
system with the skills fulfilling societys own needs, which center
on maintaining its internal cohesion. Previously, this task
entailed the formation and dissemination of a general model of
life, most often legitimated by the emancipation narrative. In the
context of delegitimation, universities and the institutions of
higher learning are called upon to create skills, and no longer
idealsThe transmission of knowledge is no longer designed to train
an elite capable of guiding the nation towards its emancipation,
but to supply the system with players capable of acceptably
fulfilling their roles at the pragmatic posts required by its
institutions.

- Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition, 1984 (pg 48)

Remember Lyotard is not advocating, he is sensing. I23

young people present in the universities [who] are for the most
part unemployed who are not counted as job seekers in the
statistics, though they outnumber the openings in their disciplines
arts and human sciences...the University is beginning, or
shouldbegin, to play a new role in improvingthe systems performance
that of job retraining and continuing education.- Lyotard, The
Postmodern Condition, 1984 (pg 49)

t is evident his pedagogical knowledge is weak, but this was
1979, so learning theory was trending to social cognition.

24

It does not seem absolutely necessary that [teaching] be a
lecture delivered in person by a teacher in front of silent
students, with questions reserved for sections or practical work
sessions run by an assistantdidactics can be entrusted to machines
linking traditional memory banks (libraries, etc.) and computer
data banks to intelligent terminals placed at the students
disposal. Pedagogy would not necessarily suffer. The students would
still have to be taught something: not contents, but how to use the
terminals.- Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition, 1984 (pg 50)

Earlier on, Lyotard notes the upheaval of the 1960sthe French
Revolution would have been paramount for him; for Americans we look
to LBJ, Civil Rights and the Great Society. But in the end the
result is the same what is sold as progress and change and forward
movement dissipates into nothing. Some have a better life. Some
have the same life. Some have a worse life. But with the exception
of the power, all have been sold a bill of goods there was no
emancipation. This is just a change. And so in that context,
Lyotards understnaing of the lifelong learning economy is
frighteningly accurate.25

it is probable that these narratives are already no longer the
principal driving force behind interest in acquiring knowledgeThe
question (overt or implied) now asked by the professionalist
student, the State, or institutions of higher education is no
longer Is it true? but What use is it?- Lyotard, The Postmodern
Condition, 1984 (pg 51)

Now, understanding the postmodern perspective, what are the
materials and immaterials we are being shown and exposed to and how
do they relate to meaning?26

Whats interesting here the notion of progress, of push-button
living, of technology as ease and economy but also as the exotic,
the element of the beyond, the incomprehensible. And how dated is
it today.27

What I find interesting here the relationship between Kotex and
Disney, the presentation of the material (menstruation is presented
as a sanitary crisis), and the dated style and approach. This was
Truth in 1946. And in 1946, it is estimated that 1.5 million
students were shown this as a scholastic introduction to
menstruation. 28

Terms of ServiceKhan AcademyedXTED

The TOS are all pretty aligned here allow people to view the
content. There are some companies that have add-on for a nanodegree
or a certificate or something else, but what is sold as the
important variable is always free, so it differs from freemium
gaming such as Candy Crush. Education has recognized the
educational theory behind this is wonting, and OER could engage
that. What we have not engaged is what Bonnie talked about today;
the terms of branded digital content are fulfilling the dominant
cultural paradigms. Expertise, authority, power and agency remain
in the hands of the existing power brokers. This is not a problem
that will be solved if we would only make things open license.
29

Justice Prof. Michael Sandel (EdX Course w/ Public Domain
resources)

There are not many examples of CC work that is non-derivative,
and most non-derivative requires these to be shown in their
entirety; TED celebrates their ability for people to download their
work, but it cannot be repositioned unless in its entirety. What
are we selling here? 30

When we come from the perspective of pinpointing the failures of
the MOOC, we are immediately buying into the notion of grand
narrative, of education as emancipation, of being just one step
away from the Truth and the Right and the Just. To the OER
movement, MOOCs are not equivalent to Open. To a Google search,
MOOCs are equivalent. Moreover, the battle narrative with hijacking
OE energy; there is the argument that MOOCs have created more OE
energy than anything prior; it is because of the MOOC that more
people are investing in Open Ed, and you cannot separate the two
anymore. Have they delivered systematic change? What do we mean by
systematic change? Forbes and the Wall Street Journal report on
education daily. The MOOC energy has spurred states to act; we may
not be happy with the action, but the action is evident (and it
makes sense from the perspective of the dominant). In order to be
for something, we have to be for more than a tool, an instrument or
a platform. We have to understand how what we are for functions in
our culture and will look/function in other cultures. 31

THESIS/CONCLUSIONEmancipation through education is a false
promise. Education, like all social structures, is built on a
history of false promises.

Brand-heavy open resource providers not only substitute learning
utility for brand management, but harken to false grand narratives
of empowerment and emancipation, available to users through
engagement of such branded content. They are choosing to use a
postmodern lens when assessing the tool and the user, but invoking
modernism when selling.

The OER movement has an opportunity to
challenge/resist/negotiate the dominant paradigm of what material
is, shaping a definition with utility and understanding beyond the
OER movement. I propose devising a philosophical supplement to the
pragmatics of OER.

An engagement of nothing is objective re: *content*A negotiated
definition of *content* or a new term in lieu of
*content*Platforms, technologies and movements utilizing the nature
of open while providing an up-front theoretical position.

It is important to remember, the examples above are not
necessarily new. They provide an alternative, and are quite clear
in what that alternative represents. 35
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