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            I. INTRODUCTION Education (also called learning, teaching or schooling) in the general sense is any act or experience that has a formative effect on the mind, character, or physical ability of an individual. In its technical sense, education is the process by which society deliberately transmits its accumulated knowledge, skills, and values from one generation to another. Etymologically, the word education is derived from the Latin ēducātiō (“a breeding, a bringing up, a rearing) from ēdūcō (“I educate, I train”) which is related to the homonym ēdūcō (“I lead forth, I take out; I raise up, I erect”) from ē- (“from, out of”) and dūcō (“I lead, I conduct”). Teachers in educational institutions direct the education of students and might draw on many subjects, including reading, writing, mathematics, science and history. This process is sometimes called schooling when referring to the education of teaching only a certain subject, usually as professors at institutions of higher learning. There is also education in fields for those who want specific vocational skills, such as those required to be a pilot. In addition there is an array of education possible at the informal level, such as in museums and libraries, with the Internet and in life experience. Many non-traditional education options are now available and continue to evolve. One of the most substantial uses in education is the use of technology. Classrooms of the 21st century contain interactive white boards, tablets, mp3 players, laptops, etc. Teachers are encouraged to embed these technological devices in the curriculum in order to enhance students learning and meet the needs of various types of learners. Philippine Education 1 
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I. INTRODUCTION
 Education (also called learning, teaching or schooling) in the general sense is any act or experience
 that has a formative effect on the mind, character, or physical ability of an individual. In its technical sense,
 education is the process by which society deliberately transmits its accumulated knowledge, skills, and values
 from one generation to another.
 Etymologically, the word education is derived from the Latin ēducātiō (“a breeding, a bringing up, a
 rearing) from ēdūcō (“I educate, I train”) which is related to the homonym ēdūcō (“I lead forth, I take out; I
 raise up, I erect”) from ē- (“from, out of”) and dūcō (“I lead, I conduct”).
 Teachers in educational institutions direct the education of students and might draw on many subjects,
 including reading, writing, mathematics, science and history. This process is sometimes called schooling when
 referring to the education of teaching only a certain subject, usually as professors at institutions of higher
 learning. There is also education in fields for those who want specific vocational skills, such as those required
 to be a pilot. In addition there is an array of education possible at the informal level, such as in museums and
 libraries, with the Internet and in life experience. Many non-traditional education options are now available
 and continue to evolve. One of the most substantial uses in education is the use of technology. Classrooms of
 the 21st century contain interactive white boards, tablets, mp3 players, laptops, etc. Teachers are encouraged to
 embed these technological devices in the curriculum in order to enhance students learning and meet the needs
 of various types of learners.
 Philippine Education
 Education in the Philippines evolved from early settlers to the present. Education in the country is in
 great importance because it is the primary avenue for upward social and economic mobility. Philippine
 educational system has a very deep history from the past in which it has undergone several stage of
 development going to the present system of education.
 The education of pre-Spanish time in the Philippines was informal and unstructured. The fathers
 taught their sons how to look for food and other means of livelihood. The mothers taught their girls to do the
 household chores. This education basically prepared their children to become good husband and wives. Early
 Filipinos usually taught their children at home, focusing more on vocational skills than academics. There were
 also tribal tutors, but there was no structured educational system.
 Early Filipino ancestors valued education very much. Filipino men and women know how to read and
 write using their own native alphabet called alibata. The alibata was composed of 17 symbols representing the
 letters of the alphabet. Among these seventeen symbols were three vowels and fourteen consonants.
 1
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The educational system of the Philippines during the Spanish times was formal. The Religious
 congregations paved the way in establishing schools from the primary level to the tertiary level of education.
 The schools focused on the Christian Doctrines. There was a separate school for boys and girls. The wealthy
 Filipinos or the Ilustrados were accommodated in the schools. Colonial education brought more non-beneficial
 effects to the Filipinos.
 With the coming of the Spaniards, missionary teachers replaced the tribal tutors. The focus of
 education during the Spanish Colonization of the Philippines was mainly religious education. The Catholic
 doctrine schools that were set up initially became parochial schools which taught reading and writing along
 with catechism.
 The first educational system for students in the country was established by virtue of the Education
 Decree of 1863. This educational decree mandated the establishment of free primary schools in each town, one
 for boys and one for girls, with the precise number of schools depending on the size of the population. There
 were 3 grades: entrada, acenso, and termino. The curriculum required the study of Christian doctrine, values
 and history as well as reading and writing in Spanish, mathematics, agriculture, etiquette, singing, world
 geography, and Spanish history. Girls were also taught sewing. As a consequence, the Spanish schools started
 accepting Filipino students. It was during this time when the intellectual Filipinos emerged. The Normal
 School, run by the Jesuits, was also established which gave men the opportunity to study a three-year teacher
 education for the primary level. Normal schools for women teachers were not established until 1875, in Nueva
 Caceres.
 Despite the Decree of 1863, basic education in the Philippines remained inadequate for the rest of the
 Spanish period. Often, there were not enough schools built. Teachers tended to use corporal punishment. The
 friars exercised control over the schools and their teachers and obstructed attempts to properly educate the
 masses, as they considered widespread secular education to be a threat to their hold over the population. The
 schools were often poorly equipped, lacking the desks, chairs, and writing materials that they were required to
 have under the decree. Though classes were supposed to be held from 7-10 am and 2:30-5 pm throughout the
 year, schools were often empty. Children skipped school to help with planting and harvesting or even because
 their clothes were ragged.
 For higher education, there were a few reputable private institutions such as the University of Santo
 Tomas, Colegio de San Juan de Letran, and Ateneo Municipal. Though initially an institute of higher
 education, UST was required by an 1865 decree to open public secondary schools.
 After the Spanish colonial government was overthrown, the schools established during the Spanish era
 were closed down for a time by Emilio Aguinaldo’s government. They were eventually reopened by the
 Secretary of Interior on 29 August 1898. The Malolos Constitution made elementary education compulsory
 and provided for free schooling. The Universidad Literaria de Filipinas, which provided courses in law,
 2
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medicine, surgery, pharmacy, and notarianship, was established by Aguinaldo on 19 October 1898. He also set
 up the Military Academy of Malolos and decreed that all diplomas awarded by UST after 1898 be considered
 null and void. During this period, other secular institutions which emphasized local geography and history
 were also established, such as the Burgos Institute in Malolos.
 Except for the emphasis on Philippine history and geography, the curricula of schools were not much
 different from those under Spanish domination. While Tagalog was established as the national language by the
 Constitution of Biak-na-Bato, reading, writing and literary studies in Spanish were still given emphasis.
 To help win over the Filipinos to the new American colonial government, General MacArthur
 provided $100,000 for Philippine education. New schools were established with English as the medium of
 instruction, with chaplains and non-commissioned officers serving as teachers. Following the surrender of
 Aguinaldo, President McKinley directed the Second Philippine Commission to establish a free secular public
 school system that would prepare the Filipinos for citizenship. The Department of Public Instruction spawned
 the Bureau of Education under Act 477.
 The establishment of the public school system in 1901 under Act No. 74 required a great number of
 teachers. Thus the Secretary of Public Instruction, with the approval of the Philippine Commission, brought to
 the Philippines 1,000 American teachers, known as the Thomasites.
 Teachers were also trained in the Normal School founded in Manila in 1901 and its branches
 subsequently established in major towns. Elementary school teachers were trained in English language and
 literature, geography, mathematics, principles of education, teaching methods, and educational psychology.
 The free elementary schools that were established consisted of 4 primary grades and 3 intermediate
 grades. In the first decade, the intermediate grades focused on vocational education, with a special course for
 those who intended to go to high school. Apart from English language and literature and arithmetic, the
 elementary schools taught geography, nature study, music, drawing, physiology, hygiene, and physical
 education. Age-appropriate industrial skills were taught in all levels. In 1902, secular public high schools were
 established, teaching courses on current events, U.S. history and government, algebra, geometry and
 arithmetic, general sciences and history, and physics as well as English literature and composition and physical
 education.
 For the tertiary level, the Pensionado Program was established on 26 August 1903 to enable about 300
 chosen Philippine high school graduates to study in American colleges for free, under the condition that they
 serve the Philippine government upon their graduation. In 1908, the University of the Philippines was
 established. Vocational schools, however, were given more emphasis.
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Many Filipinos still preferred a Catholic education. Thus many private Catholic schools flourished,
 including those established during the Spanish period, like Ateneo, Letran, and UST, and a number of new
 schools like St. Scholastica's College and San Beda College. Such schools were preferred by the elite. Some
 private non-sectarian schools were also founded. Reformists such as Felipe Calderon, Hipolito Magsalin, Leon
 Ma. Guerrero and Mariano V. Del Rosario established the Liceo de Manila and Escuela de Derecho in an
 attempt to produce a more nationalistic education, but they did not succeed. In general, education under
 American colonization led to widespread Americanization of the Philippines, with the emphasis on English
 language and literature, U.S. history and government, the use of American textbooks, and the emphasis on
 American values.
 The Commonwealth provided free education in public schools all over the country, in accordance with
 the 1935 constitution. Education also emphasized nationalism so the students were taught about the life of the
 Filipino heroes. Vocational education and some household activities like sewing, cooking, and farming were
 also given importance. Good manners and discipline were also taught to the students. The institute of Private
 Education was established in order to observe private schools. In 1941, the total number of students studying
 in the 400 private schools in the country reached 10,000. There was also the existence of "Adult Education" in
 order to give formal education even to adults.
 Most schools were damaged during World War II and had to be closed down. The Japanese
 government made some changes in the system of education in February, 1942. These changes revolved in
 stopping dependence on western countries like the U.S., and Great Britain. Promote and enrich the Filipino
 culture; recognizing that the Philippines is a part of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere so that the
 Philippines and Japan will have good relations; being aware of materialism to raise the morality of the
 Filipinos; learning and adopting Nippongo and to stop using the English language; spreading elementary and
 vocational education; and, developing love for work.
 In June 1942, the schools were reopened by the Japanese. Their educational policies, as detailed in
 Military Order No. 2, mandated the teaching of Tagalog, Philippine history, and character education to
 Filipino students, with emphasis on love for work and dignity of labor. After the War ended, schools that had
 been closed during the war years were re-opened amidst the reconstruction of their facilities. The Americans
 recruited Filipino educators to help in the re-establishment of their public school system. For the first time,
 indigenous languages as well as in English were used as the medium of instruction. In 1947, the Department of
 Instruction was renamed the Department of Education. During the Martial Law era, education as well as media
 was utilized for pro-government propaganda. The Department of Education became the Department of
 Education and Culture in 1972, the Ministry of Education and Culture in 1978, and with the Education Act of
 1982, the Ministry of Education, Culture, and Sports. A bilingual education scheme was established in 1974,
 requiring Filipino and English to be used in schools. Science and math subjects as well as English language
 and literature classes were taught in English while the rest were taught in Filipino. 4
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Principles and general objectives of education 
 In the Philippines the education system aims to:
 Provide a broad general education that will assist each individual in society to attain his/her
 potential as a human being, and enhance the range and quality of the individual and the group;
 Help the individual participate in the basic functions of society and acquire the essential
 educational foundation for his/her development into a productive and versatile citizen;
 Train the nation’s manpower in the middle-level skills required for national development;
 Develop the high-level professions that will provide leadership for the nation, advance knowledge
 through research, and apply new knowledge for improving the quality of human life;
 Respond effectively to changing needs and conditions through a system of educational planning
 and evaluation. 
 II. LAWS ABOUT EDUCATION
 In the Philippines, education is a public or state function. Public elementary and secondary education
 is supported by the national government, the former as mandated by the Constitution (1987), which states that
 “the State shall protect and promote the right of all citizens to quality education at all levels and shall take
 appropriate steps to make such education accessible to all”, and the latter by Republic Act No. 6655 (Free
 Secondary Education Act). Specific provisions on education upon which all decrees, policies, regulations, and
 rules on education are based, are provided in the Constitution. These are expressly stated by way of the
 constitutional mandate, Presidential decree, and other legal provisions.                 
 The objectives of formal education at the elementary, secondary, and tertiary levels as well as those of
 non-formal education are specified in the Education Act of 1982. Republic Act No. 232 otherwise known as
 the “Education Act of 1982” is a an act which calls for the establishment of national schools and the
 conversion of schools from elementary to national secondary schools or from secondary to national secondary
 or tertiary schools. The Republic Act No. 6728 deals with private education, notably by setting common
 minimum physical facilities and curricular requirements for all schools and by liberalizing the subject content
 of values education.                   
 The creation of the Commission on Higher Education by Republic Act No. 7722 and of the Technical
 Education and Skills Development Authority separated these entities from the Department of Education where
 they originally belonged.                   
 The Philippine Teachers Professionalization Act, Republic Act No. 7836, was issued in 1994. The
 Literacy Co-ordination Council, an interagency body administratively attached to DECS, was created by
 5
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Republic Act No. 7165 to carry out State policy to eradicate illiteracy. The House Bill No. 1875 entitled “An
 Act to Strengthen Teacher Education in the Philippines by Establishing Lead Teacher Training Institutions,
 Appropriating Funds Therefore and for Other Purposes” deals with the improvement of teacher
 education.                  
 The Republic Act No. 7796, otherwise known as the “Technical Education and Skills Development
 Act of 1994”, aims to encourage the full participation of and mobilize the industry, labor, local government
 units and technical-vocational education and training (TVET) institutions in the skills development of the
 country's human resources.                       
 The Long-Term Higher Education Development Plan (LTHEDP) is a government program that
 aims to attain quality, accessible, and modern higher education in the Philippines. LTHEDP 1996-2005 by the
 Commission on Higher Education (CHED) aims to generate and diffuse knowledge in the broad range of
 disciplines which are “relevant and responsive to the dynamically changing domestic and international
 environment.” It aims to encourage Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) to improve higher education
 curricula as well as undertake reforms to cope with emerging needs and demands of the industry.
 The Higher Education Modernization Act of 1997, also known as “HEMA or Republic Act No.
 8292”, is a law that provides the uniform composition and powers of governing boards, and the manner of
 appointment and term of office of the president of chartered state universities and colleges. It is an educational
 measure authored by Senator Edgardo Angara.
 To meet the goal of providing an adequate and integrated system of higher education in the
 Philippines, the governing boards of chartered state universities and colleges are modified to make them more
 effective in the formulation and implementation of policies. They should be able to provide a more relevant
 direction in their governance and ensure the enjoyment of academic freedom in order to achieve a more
 coordinated and integrated system of higher education.
 In August 2001, Republic Act No. 9155, otherwise called the “Governance of Basic Education Act”,
 was passed transforming the name of the Department of Education, Culture and Sports (DECS) to the
 Department of Education (DepEd) and redefining the role of field offices (regional offices, division offices,
 district offices and schools).  This Act provides the overall framework for: (i) school heads empowerment by
 strengthening their leadership roles; and (ii) school-based management within the context of transparency and
 local accountability. The goal of basic education is to provide the school age population and young adults with
 skills, knowledge, and values to become caring, self-reliant, productive and patriotic citizens.            
 House Bill 4598, also known as the Tuition Fee Rationalization Act, seeks to regulate the tuition fee
 of all colleges, universities, and higher education institutions in the Philippines. It was filed by San Juan
 representative Joseph Victor Ejercito to the House of Representatives in September 2011.
 6
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In response to the currently deregulated tuition scheme in the Philippines resulting in rampant tuition
 increase amongst colleges and universities, the bill will establish a nation’s Tuition Fee Rationalization
 Council (TFRC) and regional TFRCs composed of the chairpersons of the Commission on Higher Education,
 Technical Education and Skills Development Authority, House Committee on Higher and Technical
 Education, Senate Committee on Education, and representatives from the National Economic Development
 Authority, Philippine Association of State Colleges and Universities as well as representatives students,
 student councils, campus publications, faculty associations, associations of higher education institutions and
 other sectors. The TFRC is mandated to approve or reject tuition rate adjustments and to investigate violations
 of the law.
 According to legislation, primary education is free and compulsory for children aged seven – twelve
 (7-12). Secondary education is free but not compulsory.
 III. GOVERNING BODIES OF EDUCACTION
 The Department of Education (DepEd) is the principal government agency responsible for education
 and manpower development. The mission of the Department is to provide quality basic education that is
 equitably accessible to all and lays the foundation for life-long learning and service for the common good. The
 Department is primarily responsible for the formulation, planning, implementation and co-ordination of the
 policies, standards, regulations, plans, programmes and projects in areas of formal and non-formal education.
 It also supervises all basic education institutions, both public and private, and provides for the establishment
 and maintenance of a complete, adequate and integrated system of education relevant to the goals of national
 development.
 The current Department structure consists of two parts: the Central Office and the field offices which
 consist of regional and sub-regional levels. The Department proper consists of: the Office of the Secretary;
 five Services (Office of Planning Service, Financial and Management Service, Administrative Service, Human
 Resource Development Service, and Technical Service); four Bureaus (Elementary Education, Secondary
 Education, Non-Formal Education, and Physical Education and School Sports); and Centres (such as Health
 and Nutrition, and National Education Testing and Research). There are field offices in sixteen regions, each
 headed by a Regional Director; 157 provincial and city schools divisions, each headed by a School Division
 Superintendent; and 2,227 school districts headed by a District Supervisor.                  
 The Bureau of Elementary Education (BEE) is responsible for providing access and quality
 elementary education for all. It also focuses on social services for the poor and directs public resources and
 efforts at socially disadvantaged regions and specific groups. The Bureau of Secondary Education (BSE) is
 responsible for providing access and quality secondary education. Its aim is to enable every elementary
 7
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graduate to have access to secondary education. It improves access to secondary education by establishing
 schools in municipalities where there are none and reviews the overall structure of secondary education as
 regards curriculum, facilities, and teachers’ in-service training.              
 The Bureau of Non-formal Education (BNFE) is responsible for contributing to the improvement of
 the poor through literacy and continuing education programmes. Its aim is to provide focused basic services to
 the more disadvantaged sections of the population to improve their welfare and contribute to human resource
 development.                       
 The Bureau of Physical Education and School Sports (BPESS) is responsible for physical fitness
 promotion, school sports development, cultural heritage revival (Kundiman Fiesta), natural heritage
 conservation, and values development. Its aim is to inculcate desirable values such as self-discipline, honesty,
 teamwork, sportsmanship, excellence and others and make the Filipino youth fit to respond adequately to the
 demands, requirements, challenges and opportunities that the next century may bring. The functions of the
 BPESS were absorbed by the Philippine Sports Commission in August 1999.                    
 Attached agencies to the Department are the National Museum, National Library, National Historical
 Institute, and Records Management and Archives Office. Other offices are the Instructional Materials
 Corporation, Instructional Materials Council, Educational Development Projects Implementing Task Force,
 Educational Assistance Policy Council, National Youth and Sports Development Board, National Social
 Action Council and Teacher Education Council. The main objective of the cultural agencies of the Department
 is to preserve, conserve, restore and enrich the cultural heritage, customs and traditions.
 The Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) was established through the
 enactment of Republic Act No. 7796 otherwise known as the Technical Education and Skills Development Act
 of 1994. This Act aims to encourage the full participation of and mobilize the industry, labor, local
 government units and technical-vocational education and training (TVET) institutions in the skills
 development of the country's human resources. Overall, TESDA formulates manpower and skills plans, sets
 appropriate skills standards and tests, coordinates and monitors manpower policies and programs, and provides
 policy directions and guidelines for resource allocation for the TVET institutions in both the private and public
 sectors.                                                
 The Commission on Higher Education (CHED) is independent and separate from the DepEd. The
 Commission is responsible for formulating and implementing policies, plans and programmes for the
 development and efficient operation of the system of higher education in the country. Its coverage is both
 public and private higher education institutions as well as degree-granting programmes in all post-secondary
 educational institutions. The creation of CHED was part of a broad agenda for reforms in the country's
 education system, outlined by the Congressional Commission on Education in 1992. Part of the reforms is the
 trifocalization of the education sector. The three governing bodies in the education sector are the CHED for
 8
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tertiary and graduate education, the DepEd for basic education, and the TESDA for TVET and middle level
 education.                                       
 There is an imperative need to strengthen and streamline the internal management of educational
 institutions in order to achieve efficiency and responsiveness to trends and challenges of the next millennium.
 This could notably be done through decentralizing decision-making authority, reviewing staffing and
 personnel policies, developing the school as initiator of innovation and improvement, liberalizing policies to
 ensure competitiveness, autonomy and responsiveness, and streamlining processes for delivery of inputs and
 services.             
 A recent policy thrust of the DepEd is the empowerment of school principals. The principal shall
 assume more administrative authority and the corresponding accountability for improving teaching
 competencies and pupils’ achievement. The policy gives principals the authority to: manage the school’s funds
 for maintenance and other operating expenses; raise additional funds for the school through Parent-Teachers
 and Community Associations; design and develop his/her own school improvement programme in
 collaboration with parents and community leaders; participate in the selection, recruitment and promotion of
 teachers; plan and develop an innovative curriculum, using the national curriculum as a framework. The
 Decentralization Programme is being implemented by transferring substantive decision-making powers to the
 school level.
 IV. EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN PHILIPPINES
 The education system of the country includes formal and non-formal education.
 Compared to other Asian countries, the Philippine education system differs in a number of ways. Basic
 education in the Philippines is only 10 years as against 12 in other countries. The Philippine
 education system is closely related to the American system of  formal education while other Asian
 countries are influenced by the English, French or Dutch system. The Philippines is using a bilingual medium
 of instruction. Certain subjects are taught in English and the rest in the national language which is Filipino.
 Formal Education
 Filipino children may enter public school at about age four, starting from nursery up to kindergarten.
 At about seven years of age, children enter elementary school for six or seven years. This is followed by
 secondary school, also called as high school, for four years. Students may then sit for College Entrance
 Examinations (CEE), after which they may enter tertiary institutions for three to five years.
 9
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School Grades
 Pre-schoolNursery – 3-4 years oldKindergarten – 4-5 years oldPreparatory – 5-6 years old
 ElementaryGrade 1 – 6-7 years oldGrade 2 – 7-8 years oldGrade 3 – 8-9 years oldGrade 4 – 9-10 years oldGrade 5 – 10-11 years oldGrade 6 – 11-12 years old
 Junior High School1st Year (Freshmen) – 12-13 years old2nd Year (Sophomore) – 13-14 years old3rd Year (Junior) – 14-15 years old4th Year (Senior) – 15-16 years old
 Senior High School1st Year – 16-17 years old
 2nd Year – 17-18 years oldPost-Secondary Education
 Tertiary Education – Ages varyVocational Education – Ages vary
 Graduate Education – Ages vary
 Pre-School Education
 Pre-school education at the kindergarten level must aim to develop children in all aspects (physical,
 social, emotional, and cognitive) so that they will be better prepared to adjust and cope with life situations and
 the demands of formal schooling; and to maximize the children’s potential through a variety of carefully
 selected and meaningful experiences considering their interests and capabilities.
 Physical development: it includes gross and fine motor co-ordination through play and manipulative
 activities like games, simple works, etc.
 Personal-social development: it involves skills and social behaviors and it includes the development of
 health habits, independence, abilities to follow rules and routines. Learning about the family and other
 people is part of the concerns in this area.               
 Affective development: it includes experiences that help children develop love for God, self, others
 and the community, and develop awareness of their feelings and sense of the right and wrong.    
 Cognitive development: it includes the development of communication skills and sensory-perceptual
 and numeracy concepts and skills. Communication skills refer to competencies in expressing ideas and
 feelings both in English and Filipino (oral expression and basic readiness skills of listening, pre-
 10
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reading and writing). Sensory-perceptual and numeracy skills refer to the ability to observe,
 discriminate, compare and classify, and to understand, count, read and write numbers. 
 Creative-aesthetic development: includes exploration of sounds, music and rhythms, and the
 development of children’s creative expression in drawing, painting, manipulative activities, etc.
 Primary education
 Primary school in the Philippines, more commonly known as "elementary school" (Filipino:
 paaralang elementarya, sometimes mababang paaralan) consists of six levels, with some schools adding an
 additional level (level 7). The levels are grouped into two primary subdivisions: primary-level, which includes
 the first three levels, and intermediate-level, which includes the last three or four levels. The main objectives
 of elementary education are:
 to provide knowledge and develop the skills, attitudes and values essential to the children’s personal
 development and living, and contributing to a developing and changing social milieu;
 to provide learning experiences aimed at increasing the children’s awareness of and responsiveness to
 the demands of society, and to prepare them for constructive and effective involvement; 
 to promote and intensify the children’s knowledge of, identification with, and love for the nation and
 the people to which they belong;
 to promote work experiences aimed at developing and enhancing the children’s orientation to the
 world of work and creativity, and to prepare them for an honest and gainful work.               
 Primary education in the Philippines covers a wide curriculum. The core subjects (major subjects)
 include Mathematics, Sciences, the English and Filipino languages, and Makabayan (Social Studies,
 Livelihood Education, Values). Other subjects include Music, Arts, and Physical Education. Starting at the
 third level, Science becomes an integral part of the core subjects. On December 2007, Philippine president
 Gloria Macapagal Arroyo announced that Spanish is to make a return as a mandatory subject in all Filipino
 schools starting in 2008. That announcement has not yet come into effect. In private schools, subjects include
 Mathematics, English, Science, Social Studies, Basic Computer, Filipino, Music, Arts and Technology, Home
 Economics, Health, Physical Education, and in Catholic schools, Religion or Christian Living. International
 schools and Chinese schools have additional subjects, especially in their language and culture.
 DECS Bilingual Policy is for the medium of instruction to be Filipino for: Filipino, Araling
 Panlipunan, Edukasyong Pangkatawan, Kalusugan at Musika; and English for: English, Science and
 Technology, Home Economics and Livelihood Education. Article XIV, Section 7 of the 1987 Philippine
 constitution mandates that regional languages are the auxiliary official languages in the regions and shall serve
 as auxiliary media of instruction therein. As a result, the language actually used in teaching is often a polyglot
 11
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of Filipino and English with the regional language as the foundation, or rarely the local language. Filipino is
 based on Tagalog, so in Tagalog areas (including Manila), Filipino is the foundational language used.
 Philippine regional languages are also used outside Manila in the teaching of Makabayan. International
 English language schools use English as the foundational language. Chinese schools add two language
 subjects, such as Min Nan Chinese and Mandarin Chinese and may use English or Chinese as the foundational
 language. The constitution mandates that Spanish and Arabic shall be promoted on a voluntary and optional
 basis. Following on this, a few private schools mainly catering to the elite include Spanish in their curriculum.
 Arabic is taught in Islamic schools. Primary-level students generally graduate with knowledge of two or three
 languages, although most primary school graduates in Manila cannot speak English.
 Until 2004, primary students traditionally sat for the National Elementary Achievement Test (NEAT)
 administered by the Department of Education, Culture and Sports (DECS). It was intended as a measure of a
 school's competence, and not as a predictor of student aptitude or success in Secondary school. Hence, the
 scores obtained by students in the NEAT were not used as a basis for their admission into Secondary school.
 During 2004, when DECS was officially converted into the Department of Education (DepEd), and also, as a
 result of some reorganization, the NEAT was changed to National Achievement Test (NAT) by the Department
 of Education (DepEd). Both the public and private elementary schools take this exam to measure a school's
 competency. As of 2006, only private schools have entrance examinations for Secondary school.
 The DepEd expects over 13.1 million elementary students to be enrolled in public elementary schools
 for school year 2009–2010. Though elementary schooling is compulsory, latest official figures show 27.82%
 of Filipino elementary-aged children either never attend or never complete elementary schooling, usually due
 to the absence of any school in their area, education being offered in a language that is foreign to them, or
 financial distress. In July 2009 DepEd acted to overcome the foreign language problem by ordering all
 elementary schools to move towards mother-tongue based learning initially. The order allows two alternative
 three-year bridging plans. Depending on the bridging plan adopted, the Filipino and English languages are to
 be phased in as the language of instruction for other subjects beginning in the third and fourth grades.
 Secondary education
 Secondary school in the Philippines, more commonly known as "high school" (Filipino: paaralang
 sekundarya, sometimes mataas na paaralan), consists of four levels largely based on the American schooling
 system as it was until the advent of the comprehensive high schools in the US in the middle of last century.
 The Philippine high school system has not moved much from where it was when the Philippines achieved
 independence from the US in 1946. It still consists of only four levels with each level partially
 compartmentalized, focusing on a particular theme or content.
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DepEd specifies a compulsory curriculum for all high schooling, public and private. The first year of
 high school has five core subjects, Algebra I, Integrated Science, English I, Filipino I, and Philippine History I.
 Second year has Algebra II, Biology, English II, Filipino II, and Asian History. Third year has Geometry,
 Trigonometry, Chemistry, Filipino III, and World History and Geography. Fourth year has Calculus,
 Advanced Algebra, Physics, Filipino IV, Literature, and Economics. Minor subjects may include Health,
 Music, Arts, Technology and Home Economics, and Physical Education.
 In selective schools, various languages may be offered as electives, as well as other subjects such as
 computer programming and literary writing. Chinese schools have language and cultural electives. Preparatory
 schools usually add some business and accountancy courses, while science high schools have biology,
 chemistry, and physics at every level.
 Secondary students used to sit for the National Secondary Achievement Test (NSAT), which was based
 on the American SAT, and was administered by DepEd. Like its primary school counterpart, NSAT was
 phased-out after major reorganizations in the education department. Now there is no government-sponsored
 entrance examination for tertiary education. Higher education institutions, both public and private, administer
 their own College Entrance Examinations (CEE). Vocational colleges usually do not have entrance
 examinations, simply accepting the Form 138 record of studies from high school, and enrolment payment.
 The Department of Education proposes an additional two years of compulsory education, that, is
 called K+12 program. This program has been criticized by parents of students in kindergarten (that is
 expected to enter the grades 11 and 12) because it may be expensive and 'only an impediment to the students'.
 But the government wanted to continue this program amid of these complaints, because 'it will improve the
 quality of education and improve the literacy rate in the country'.
 Post-Secondary Education
  
 As stated in the Long-Term Higher Education Development Plan 2001-2010, the vision for higher
 education is as follows: The higher education system of the Philippines is a key player in the education and
 integral formation of professionally competent, service-oriented, principled, and productive citizens. Through
 its tri-fold function of teaching, research, and extension services, it becomes a prime mover of the nation's
 socioeconomic growth and sustainable development. The missions of higher education institutions are: (i) to
 educate and train Filipinos for enhanced labor productivity and responsible citizenship in an environment
 where educational access is equitable; (ii) to inculcate nationalism and patriotism in the hearts and minds of
 the students and graduates; (iii) to accelerate the development of high-level professionals ready to meet
 international competition; and (iv) to serve as centers of research and development                
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The Commission on Higher Education (CHED) was established by virtue of the Republic Act No.
 7722 otherwise known as the 1994 Higher Education Act. The Commission is responsible for the operation of
 all higher education institutions––both public and private––their policy formulation, planning and programme
 recommendations. The Commission regulates the establishment or closure of private higher education
 institutions, their course offerings, curricular development, building specifications and tuition fees.                  
 Public higher education institutions (PHEI) are basically composed of chartered state universities and
 colleges (SUCs). Other PHEIs include: colleges and schools supervised by the CHED, community colleges,
 local universities and colleges (LUCs) and other government schools.               
 Private higher education institutions, both confessional and non confessional, are fee-paying and enrol
 about 80% of the total number of collegiate students (2.01 million in 1995/96). Confessional HEIs are usually
 non-profit institutions owned by religious orders, while non confessional HEIs are owned by private
 corporations and they are not affiliated to any religious organization.             
 Charted state universities and colleges are organized according to their charters. SUCs are authorized
 to award degrees or open new courses upon approval of the Board of Regents/Trustees. Private HEIs are
 organized under the corporation code. They are governed by special laws and the general provisions contained
 in the corporation code. Private institutions usually follow the regulations and orders of the CHED but they
 enjoy a certain degree of autonomy when they reach Level III accreditation.                            
 In response to the continued mismatch between manpower supply and demand and the issue of
 enhancing the employability of graduates, information dissemination on relevant and in-demand courses based
 an regional/local needs has been intensified. Course offerings were rationalized to avoid duplication or
 undesirable competition between and among private tertiary schools and state universities and colleges
 through continuous review and evaluation of educational programmes by the Regional Development Councils.
 Tertiary institutions have modified their curricula to suit the needs of their service areas. Alongside, the
 institutions strengthened their respective areas of specialization by developing the managerial capability of
 professionals in various fields through building a strong research capability in agriculture, research,
 technology and environment, and natural resources development.               
 Higher education institutions have adopted a scheme of voluntary accreditation to upgrade the quality
 of programme offerings. Other quality assurance mechanisms have been developed to improve various
 programme clusters, namely: agriculture education; humanities, social sciences and communication;
 information technology; medical and health related professions; engineering, architecture and technology;
 science and mathematics; teacher education; business accountancy and industry; and maritime education.
 Programme offerings include associate diploma courses, baccalaureate courses, and graduate degree courses at
 the master’s and doctoral levels.                  
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Special Education
 Special education develops the capabilities of children who are physically, mentally, emotionally,
 socially or culturally disabled as well as gifted children. Children with special needs are being attended to
 through modified curricula, special services and physical facilities for the maximum development of their
 potential.                
 Educational patterns for these children include the special class plan (self-contained/segregated plan),
 resource room plan, special education centres, special schools, and the itinerant teacher plan. On the whole, the
 ultimate goal of the special education programme is the mainstreaming or integration of children with special
 needs into the regular school system to lead as normal a life as possible. A mobile training course is also
 organized on current trends in classroom management and supervision of special education programmes as
 well as the utilization of publications on special education, educating the gifted, the Braille Code, basic sign
 vocabulary, and regulations and standards for special schools.                      
 Private Education
 The private sector has been a major provider of educational services, accounting for about 7.5% of
 primary enrolment, 32% of secondary enrolment and about 80% of tertiary enrolment. Private schools have
 proven to be efficient in resource utilization. Per unit costs in private schools are generally lower when
 compared to public schools. This situation is more evident at the tertiary level. Government regulations have
 given private education more flexibility and autonomy in recent years, notably by lifting the moratorium on
 applications for new courses, new schools and conversions, by liberalizing tuition fee policy for private
 schools, by replacing values education for third and fourth years with English, mathematics and natural
 science at the option of the school, and by issuing the revised Manual of Regulations for Private Schools in
 August 1992.
 The Education Service Contracting scheme of the government provides financial assistance for tuition
 and other school fees of students turned away from public high schools because of enrolment overflows. The
 Tuition Fee Supplement is geared to students enrolled in priority courses in post-secondary and non-degree
 programmes including vocational and technical courses. The Private Education Student Financial Assistance is
 made available to underprivileged but deserving high school graduates who wish to pursue college/technical
 education in private colleges and universities.
 Financing of Education
 Many of the problems of education today are linked to the under-investment in education. The
 increase in the education budget from 1986 to 1989 was not sustained in the succeeding three-year period.
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After reaching a peak of 13.2% of the national budget in 1989, the share of education declined to 11.7% in
 1991. Real per capita expenditures declined starting in 1990. The growth in the nominal size of the education
 budget was attributed to the growth of salary inputs which account for about 70% of total education
 expenditures. The level of spending is very much below those of other ASEAN countries. Actual expenditure
 per student increased from 783 pesos (P) in 1986 to P1,380 in 1994 at the elementary level. During the same
 period, a slight decline was observed at the secondary level from P1,271 to P1,257 per student.                  
 However, education has been given the highest budgetary priority in the national government budget
 in recent years. Realignments within the DepEd budget have been made to augment the financial resources for
 elementary education. In addition, two-thirds of the President’s Social Fund have been committed primarily to
 establish new schools in barangays without an elementary school. The share of education in the national
 budget increased to 14% in 1995. The education budget (DepEd and state universities and colleges) increased
 from P13.13 billion in 1986 to P53.7 billion in 1995. The average teachers’ salary increased from P1,553 per
 month in 1986 to P5,902 which is probably the highest rate of increase among the various professional groups
 in the national government. To implement the Master Plan for Basic Education (1996-2005), it is estimated
 that P50 billion will be allocated for the modernization of basic education in the next ten
 years.                                              
 The national government is authorized by the Constitution to contribute to the financial support of
 educational programmes. The DepEd is likewise asked to formulate measures to broaden access to education
 through financial assistance and other incentives to schools, teachers, and students. Public elementary schools,
 national secondary schools, vocational and technical schools, other special schools, and chartered and non-
 chartered tertiary educational institutions are funded primarily from national funds. Local governments are
 encouraged to assume the operation of non-national public schools, while the national government provides
 funds and adequate sources of revenue. Government educational institutions are allowed to receive grants,
 legacies, and donations for purposes specified by existing laws. The management and use of such income is
 subject to government accounting and auditing rules and regulations.                                                                  
 Private schools throughout the country are funded from capital investments, equity contributions,
 tuition fees and other school charges, grants, loans, subsidies and other income sources in accordance with
 current legislation. The national, regional, provincial, city and municipal governments may also aid school
 programmes with loans, grants and scholarships to recognize the complementary role of the government and of
 private schools in the educational system.
 A number of programmes have been funded through international finance assistance. For instance, the
 Secondary and Elementary Education Project (1990-94) was financed through a support loan from the World
 Bank with co-financing by the Overseas Economic Co-operation Fund of Japan. The Philippine-Australia
 Technical and Vocational Education Project aimed at improving the sub-sector was supported by the
 16
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Australian bilateral assistance. The Science Teaching Improvement Project was jointly financed by the
 German government and the Philippine government. The Science Equipment Project (1989-1992) was
 implemented with the financial assistance of the German government.
 Non-Formal Education
 At the turn of the century, major changes in the field of Non-Formal Education in the Philippines
 occurred such as the change in the concept, the approach, the focus, and the outcomes. Consequently, various
 programs evolved as did problems and issues related to these reforms in Non-Formal Education. The principal
 area of reform was the shift in the concept from Non-Formal Education to the Alternative Learning System
 (ALS) which is generally recognized now as “the other side of basic education” (where the one side is the
 formal education).
 Presently, Non-Formal Education is viewed as one of two components of the Alternative Learning
 System, the other being Informal Education. However, informal education is a very new program unlike non-
 formal education. Therefore, the major programs now in operation which are the Basic Literacy Program, the
 Accreditation and Equivalency Program and the Indigenous Peoples Education Program are all non-formal
 education interventions. These are future Alternative Learning System activities which include:
 National Household Survey on Functional Literacy
 Development of a Special Alternative Learning System Education Curriculum for the Hearing
 Impaired
 E-Test for the Accreditation and Equivalency Program
 In 2006, the Philippine EFA 2015 National Action Plan was drawn up with an identified central goal:
 to provide basic competencies to all Filipinos in order to achieve functional literacy for all. To achieve this, the
 Plan identified certain “production” and “enabling” tasks one of which pertains to the ALS which has been
 tasked to “transform non-formal and informal interventions into an alternative learning system yielding more
 EFA benefits”.
 On the question about a balance between program categories, if one were to exclusively categorize
 these ALS programs either as literacy/ numeracy, equivalency, social and lifeskills, or income generation,
 then, people can say that the Basic Literacy Program is categorized as literacy and numeracy, the Accreditation
 and Equivalency Program is categorized as equivalency, the Informal Education Program is categorized as
 social and lifeskills, and the Indigenous Peoples Education as cultural education. There is no income-
 generation program existing. The category on lifeskills however, is a common thread that runs across all
 Alternative Learning System programs because these programs apply the lifeskills approach in teaching and
 learning.
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For better understanding of the terms in the new paradigm, the following definitions/descriptions are
 presented below:
 1.) Alternative Learning System – is a parallel learning system that provides a viable alternative to the
 existing formal education instruction. It encompasses both the non-formal and informal sources of
 knowledge and skills
 2.) Non-formal Education (NFE) – is any organized, systematic educational activity carried outside the
 framework of the formal system to provide selected types of learning to a segment of the population
 3.) Informal Education – is a lifelong process of learning by which every person acquires and
 accumulates knowledge, skills, attitudes and insights from daily experiences at home, at work, at play
 and from life itself
 4.) Basic Education – is the education intended to meet basic learning needs which lay the foundation on
 which subsequent learning can be based. It encompasses early childhood, elementary and high school
 education as well as alternative learning systems for children, OSY and adult learners and for those
 with special needs.
 5.) Lifeskills as an approach in ALS - The Philippines adopts the World Health Organization (WHO)
 definition of lifeskills. The lifeskills approach to teaching-learning is the principal methodology used
 in ALS curriculum where active-learning and cooperative-learning strategies are applied.
 6.) Functional Literacy
 A range of skills and competencies – cognitive, affective and behavioral which enables
 individuals to:
 Live and work as human persons
 Develop their potential
 Make critical and informed decisions
 Function effectively in society within the context of their environment and that of the wider
 community (local, regional, national, global) in order to improve the quality of their life and
 that of society.
 7.) Children
 pre-school children – 2-5 years old
 school-age children – 6 to 11 years old
 (Grade 1 to Grade 6)
 Elementary Level
 – 12 to 15 years old 18

Page 19
						

(1st year to 4th year)
 Secondary Level
 8.) Youth - 15 to 24 years old
 9.) Adults - 25 years old and beyond
 10.)Out-Of-School Youth (OSY) and adults – youth and adults who lack the 10 years of basic schooling
 provided by government (Elementary and Secondary levels)
 Legal Foundations of Non-Formal Education Policies
 As always, it is best to trace the source of an educational system such as the ALS to the basic and
 fundamental law of the land. The Philippine Constitution provides for a free and compulsory elementary
 education and free secondary education through the Department of Education (DepEd). This means that all
 Filipinos have a constitutional right to basic education and the DepEd is mandated to provide this service to all
 Filipinos.
 In the 80’s, the global community launched a campaign called Education for All (EFA) that aimed to
 eradicate illiteracy and promote functional literacy for all peoples of the world. Our nation was a signatory to
 this and as such, committed to providing education for all Filipinos.
 Against this backdrop, the Philippine government put in places the following legal measures and
 commitment that serves as basis for the introduction of ALS in the Philippine educational system:
 Republic Act 9155: The Governance Act of Basic Education
 On June 6, 2001, the Philippine Congress passed a law that defined the governance of basic
 education. Among many of its provisions, this law recognized the ALS as a complement of formal
 education and a major component of basic education with a clearly defined role within the overall
 educational goals.
 Executive Order No. 356 : Renaming the Bureau of Non-formal Education (BNFE) to the
 Bureau of Alternative Learning System (BALS)
 On September 13, 2004, the Office of the President of the Republic of the Philippines
 renamed the DepEd’s Bureau of Non-formal Education to the Bureau of Alternative Learning System
 (BALS) through this Executive Order signed by President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. Not only does
 this Order reiterate the Bureau’s mandate to address the learning needs of marginalized learners but it
 also directs BALS to provide a systematic and flexible approach to reach all types of learners outside
 the school system.
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In addition, the Executive Order spelled out the functions of the BALS. They include the
 following:
 - To address the learning needs of all marginalized groups including the deprived,
 depressed and underserved citizens
 - To coordinate with various agencies for skills development of the learners
 - To expand access to educational opportunities for citizens of different interests,
 capabilities, demographic characteristics, and socio-economic origins and status
 - To promote certification and accreditation for basic education of alternative learning
 programs both formal and informal in nature.
 Education for All (EFA) Plan for 2015
 In 2004, the Philippine government once again committed to participate in the global
 campaign for Education for All by the year 2015. In this Plan, one of the major goals is “transforming
 all non-formal and informal education interventions into an ALS to yield more EFA benefits”. This
 means that the goal is to have in place a credible ALS (consisting of NFE and Informal Education) that
 shall cause to increase functional literacy among the marginalized groups of learners. EFA Plan for
 2015 prescribes urgent tasks that will guide the Department of Education in fulfilling the spirit of RA
 9155 and EO 356 and ultimately the vision of the Philippine Constitution. It embodies the various
 programs, projects and activities necessary to achieve the goal of quality ALS for all marginalized
 Filipino learners. And to this end, certain tasks will need to be undertaken, namely:
 - Develop and strengthen the DepEd’s BALS and mandate it to serve as the government agency
 to guide the development of the country’s ALS.
 - Make available public funds for ALS programs of GOs and NGOs subject to the guidelines of
 BALS.
 - Build and develop a constituency for ALS development.
 - Conduct research and studies to test cost-effective options for delivering quality ALS.
 - Undertake an inventory of available resources in localities for literacy interventions outside
 schools.
 - Ensure a vigorous and credible system for reliably assessing, measuring, validating and
 communicating competencies acquired through NFE and informal education.
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Governing and Financing Bodies of Non-Formal Education
 Official body supervising NFE programmes
 The Bureau of Alternative Learning System (BALS), an office within the Department of Education
 (DepED) is mandated to serve as the main government agency to guide the evolution of the country’s
 alternative learning system. Among its key function are:
 - to promote, improve, monitor and evaluate (but not necessarily deliver) alternative learning
 interventions for functional literacy of out-of-school youth, and adults, for ethnic minorities and
 other groups with special educational needs that cannot be met by schools, and for desired
 competencies that are part of lifelong learning.
 - to contract with or make grants to providers of non-formal education
 - define and set standards for adult literacy programs
 - accredit and recognize providers meeting standards
 - monitor and evaluate adult literacy outcomes among individuals and populations
 Other official bodies involved in governance of NFE
 Local government units (LGUs), non-government organizations (NGOs) and private groups
 constitute the support network for ALS at grassroots level.
 Main sources of NFE financing
 Government through Department of Education provides funds for implementation of ALS
 programs
 Government through LGUs also provide funds such as the countryside development funds and
 special education funds
 Donors
 National Budget Allocation and the percentage (%) share of ALS in the National budget of the
 Department of Education
 CY 2004-2006
 Total annual budget of the Department of Education – 112 B
 Total ALS budget of the Department of Education – 76 M
 Percentage (%) share of ALS in the budget of the Department of Education – .068%
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CY 2007
 Total annual budget of the Department of Education – 134.7 B
 Total ALS budget of the Department of Education – 230.0 M
 Percentage (%) share of ALS in the budget of the Department of Education – .17%
 Number of Target Learners
 6-11 years old who should be in Elementary Schools (Grades 1 to 6)
 Population 12,280,388
 In-school 10,438,329
 Out-of-School 1,842,058
 12-15 years old who should be in Secondary Schools (1st to 4th year High School)
 Population 7,296,824
 In-school 3,356,539
 Out-of-School 3,940,285
 Youth and Adults in the labor force 16 years old and above heads of Households who have not completed basic education or are dropouts from school.
 Population 10.5 M
 Non-Formal Education Supported and Managed
 The Bureau of Alternative Learning System has recently set-up an electronic database template that
 will house data and information on NFE/ALS. Corresponding data gathering forms have been fielded based on
 a set of indicators for NFE/ALS to support Education for All goals of the Philippines. Uploading and
 downloading of information will be done electronically. This information exchange is set to be operationalized
 despite lack of hardware support such as complex servers, local area network and computer peripherals and
 portals. Funding for these is still being proposed.
 At the moment, design and development of MIS and electronic database for NFE/ALS is underway.
 Non-Formal Education Educators and Trainers
 There is a national framework for the training of NFE educators and trainers. It involves recruitment,
 initial training, refresher training, support and supervision.
 Recruitment22
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The hiring of Mobile Teachers (specialized teachers of non-formal education programs in far-
 flung and difficult-to-reach areas of the country) is anchored on the existing Hiring Guidelines for
 Teachers of the Philippine Department of Education. The recruitment and hiring is taken care of by the
 Division Office in the provinces. Since the nature of work in non-formal education is different and
 comparatively more difficult than a formal classroom system, a set of new and additional guidelines is
 being proposed for adoption that will highlight additional qualifications befitting a Mobile Teacher
 position such as background and experiences in community work, good public relations, etc.
 On initial training
 All newly recruited Mobile Teachers undergo basic training both at the national and local levels.
 The Bureau of Alternative Learning System at the national level provides orientation on NFE programs
 and projects: how they are implemented, how are learning materials used, and what are the principles and
 theories surrounding teaching and learning among adults in the NFE.
 Meanwhile, induction programs are being provided by either the Regional or the Division Office
 where new recruits are being ushered in and given orientation in program implementation including
 administrative aspects of the job.
 Refresher training
 Regular training is very important among NFE implementers such as the Mobile Teachers because
 just like all teachers in the classroom, their training and preparation took place in a formal school
 environment through the Teacher Education Institutions in the country.
 It is imperative therefore to provide regular refresher courses and training programs to Mobile
 Teachers and other NFE/ALS implementers. Training programs are being provided both at the national
 and regional levels. Since funding for training programs is not regularly provided at the national level,
 sourcing out funds is a continuous effort in order to convene Mobile Teachers at the national level at least
 once a year. In some cases, registration fee for board and lodging is being charged to training participants
 when funding from the national office is scarce.
 Support and supervision
 The Department of Education is structured with a supervisory hierarchy. Policy, standard and
 program formulation emanates from the national or central office. These are being carried out at the
 grassroots level with direct guidance and supervision by the regional, division and district levels.
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Support comes in both technical and financial. In-service training is a regular undertaking where
 regional and division supervisors organize small-scale enrichment programs based on immediate needs
 and varying work circumstances in their areas. A mechanism called USAPAN (literally means “Talks”), a
 coined term from Usapan at Aksiyon sa ALS Ngayon (Talks and Actions in the NFE/Alternative Learning
 System Today) has just been recently put in place. This is a scheme that aims to support the professional
 growth and develop competence of the Mobile Teachers by organizing them into groups or clusters to
 obtain updates and learn from each other for better delivery of the NFE/ALS Programs.
 Financial support such as a meager amount for photocopying of modules and transportation
 expenses is also made available to Mobile Teachers. Meanwhile, a welfare benefit package (consisted of
 hazard pay and additional transportation allowances) has already been proposed to the National
 Department of Budget and Management for appropriate funding. Also awaiting approval is a proposed
 career path for Mobile Teachers that entitles them to promotion in a defined career progression scheme,
 regular training and enhancement programs, scholarships and support to other forms of professional
 development.
 Types of Non-Formal Education
 1. Basic Literacy Program (BLP)
 This program aims to provide illiterate out-of-school children, youth and adults the basic reading,
 writing & numeracy skills. The basic literacy program covers the following core categories: Literacy and
 Numeracy, Life skills training, Early Childhood Care & Education, and Cultural education. The number of
 enrollees in this program based on local or field level reports is 52,748 enrollees (data to be confirmed
 through National Household Survey to be conducted this year). Basically, the teaching-learning
 approaches in this program utilize the adult learning principles, making it different from the traditional
 classroom approaches.
 Before the actual conduct of the learning intervention the following activities are undertaken:
 Advocacy & Social Mobilization, Community Survey, Recruitment & organization of learners, conduct of
 screening & orientation. During the actual conduct of the learning intervention the following teaching
 learning activities are utilized:
 - Structured sessions like face to face learning sessions using the Basic Literacy Learning materials
 - one-on-one individual tutorial
 - cooperative group learning
 - demonstration sessions
 - remediation
 24
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- active learning strategies
 - lifeskills approach using the ALS competencies and values
 After the learning intervention the following activities are undertaken: conduct of the achievement
 test, post program counseling.
 The number of completers in this program based on local or field level reports is 51,540 (data to
 be confirmed through National Household Survey to be conducted this year).
 2. Accreditation & Equivalency Program (A&E)
 This is a certification of learning for out of school youth and adults who are unable to avail of the
 formal school system or who have dropped out of formal elementary or secondary education. This
 program aims to provide learners a range of alternative pathways in order that they may continue their
 learning outside of the formal school system and upgrade their skills & competencies and functional
 literacy. This program covers the following categories: Literacy and Numeracy, Equivalency schooling,
 and Life skills training. The number of enrollees in this program based on local or field level reports is
 38,334 enrollees (data to be confirmed through National Household Survey). Basically, the teaching-
 learning approaches in this program utilized the adult learning principles, making it different from the
 traditional approaches.
 Before the actual conduct of learning intervention the following activities were undertaken:
 Advocacy & Social Mobilization, Community Survey, Recruitment & organization of learners, conduct of
 screening & orientation. During the actual conduct of learning intervention the following teaching
 learning activities were utilized:
 - face to face learning sessions
 - individual tutorial
 - cooperative group learning
 - active learning strategies
 - life skills approach
 - ICT through the use of radio based instruction
 - digitized learning modules for on-line learning
 After the learning intervention the following activities were undertaken: conduct of achievement
 test, post program counseling & accreditation & equivalency test.
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3. Indigenous Peoples Education (IP Educ)
 This program addresses the learning needs, interests, aspirations, and worldview of the IPs. This
 program aims to develop ALS intervention that is acceptable to the IPs in general and specific IP
 communities in particular, and provide illiterate out-of-school youth and adult the basic reading, writing &
 numeracy. This program covers the following categories: Literacy and Numeracy, Life skills training,
 Cultural Education. This is a new program of the Bureau and therefore will have only the data from the
 pilot areas or less than 500 learners for this initial year.
 The following activities are undertaken: Advocacy & Social Mobilization, Community Survey,
 Recruitment & organization of learners, conduct of screening & orientation.
 4. Informal Education
 This program is focused on the packaging of special interest short term courses for continuing
 education program for specific interest groups. This program aims to provide interest-based and lifelong
 learning for individuals and groups with focus on special interests and life experiences geared towards the
 promotion of personal development. This program covers the following categories: Further or continuing
 education or further professional development and Life skills training.
 The project is still in its initial stage and no enrolment reports have been submitted. The activities
 undertaken are Advocacy & Social Mobilization & Community Survey.
 5. Madrasah Education
 It is a program for the marginalized migrant Muslim groups who have moved out of their
 countries due to a problem on peace and order. This program aims to foster better understanding between
 the migrant Muslims and their host communities. This program covers the following categories: Literacy
 and Numeracy, Life skills training, Religious Education, and Equivalency schooling.
 This is a new program of the Bureau and therefore will have only the data from the pilot areas or
 less than 320 learners for initial implementation this year. The activities undertaken are Advocacy and
 Social Mobilization and Community Survey.
 V. K+12 PROGRAM
 The Enhanced K+12 Basic Education Program in the Philippines has been officially started. It has
 been initiated by the Aquino administration where students will have to undergo a new system of education.
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This program will require all incoming students to enroll into two more years of basic education. Thus,
 the K+12 System will basically include the Universal kindergarten, 6 years of elementary, 4 years of junior
 high school with an additional 2 years for senior high school.
 Moreover, the program aims to uplift the quality of education in the Philippines in order for graduates
 to be easily employed. The program also aims to meet the standards required for professionals who would
 want to work abroad.
 Most importantly, the system aims to fully enhance and develop the students in order for them to be
 well-prepared especially in emotional and cognitive aspects. Through this, graduates will be able to face the
 pressures of their future workplace.
 Advantages of K+12
 An enhanced curriculum will decongest academic workload, giving students more time to master
 competencies and skills as well as time for other learning opportunities beyond the classroom, thus
 allowing for a more holistic development.
 Graduates will possess competencies and skills relevant to the job market. The K+12 proposal will be
 designed to adjust and meet the fast-changing demands of society to prepare graduates with skills essential
 for the world of work.
 Graduates will be prepared for higher education. Due to an enhanced curriculum that will provide
 relevant content and attuned with the changing needs of the times, basic education will ensure sufficient
 mastery of core subjects to its graduates such that graduates may opt to pursue higher education if they
 choose to.
 Graduates will be able to earn higher wages and/or better prepared to start their own business . There is
 a strong correlation between educational attainment and wage structure and studies specific to the
 Philippine setting show that an additional year of schooling increases earnings by 7.5%. This should also
 allow greater access to higher education for self-supporting students.
 Graduates could now be recognized abroad. Filipino graduates, e.g. engineers, architects, doctors, etc.,
 could now be recognized as professionals in other countries. Those who intend to study abroad will meet
 the entrance requirements of foreign schools.
 The economy will experience accelerated growth in the long run. The objective of the K+12 program is
 to improve quality of basic education. Several studies have shown that the improvements in the quality of
 education will increase GDP growth by as much as 2%. Studies in the UK, India and US show that
 additional years of schooling also have positive overall impact on society.
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The Philippine education system will be at par with international standards. K+12 will facilitate mutual
 recognition of Filipino graduates and professionals following the Washington Accord and the Bologna
 Accord.
 A better educated society provides a sound foundation for long-term socioeconomic development . The
 Enhanced K+12 Basic Education system will contribute to the development of emotionally and
 intellectually mature individuals capable of pursuing productive employment or entrepreneurship or higher
 education disciplines.
 Disadvantages of K+12
 Parents have to shell out more money (for transportation and food) for the education of their
 children.
 The government does not have the money to pay for two more years of free education, since it
 does not even have the money to fully support today’s ten years. DepEd must first solve the lack
 of classrooms, furniture and equipment, qualified teachers, and error-free textbooks.
 We can do in ten years what everyone else in the world takes 12 years to do. Why do we have to
 follow what the rest of the world is doing? We are better than all of them. Filipinos right now are
 accepted in prestigious graduate schools in the world, even with only ten years of basic education.
 As far as the curriculum is concerned, DepEd should fix the current subjects instead of adding
 new ones. The problem is the content, not the length, of basic education. As an editorial put it, we
 need to have better education, not more education.
 A high school diploma will not get anybody anywhere, because business firms will not hire fresh
 high school graduates.
 Every family dreams of having a child graduate from college.
 While students are stuck in Grades 11 and 12, colleges and universities will have no freshmen for
 two years. This will spell financial disaster for many private Higher Education Institutions
 (HEIs).
 The drop-out rate will increase because of the two extra years.
 VI. PRIVATE-PUBLIC PARTNERSHIP
 PPPs can be defined as a contract that a government makes with a private service provider to acquire a
 specified service of a defined quantity and quality at an agreed price for a specified period (Taylor 2003). The
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services at least include education services (management, maintenance, and support services like
 transportation). (LaRocque and Patrinos 2006).
 Education operations contracts are generally complex. The delivery of education can be measured as
 the number of students enrolled in any given school, but the number of students attending school does not in
 itself mean that the students are learning anything. Observing the inputs associated with these contracts is
 extremely difficult. Moreover, how much students learn depends heavily on their family background, a factor
 that the school cannot control. In short, the parameters of these contracts are difficult to establish and usually
 require long-term commitments.
 Contracting as a means of increasing the private sector’s role in education can have several benefits
 over the traditional public delivery of education. These benefits include greater efficiency, increased choice,
 and wider access to government services, particularly for people who are poorly served by traditional methods.
 Increased private involvement in education, through contracting or vouchers, has the additional advantages of
 bringing specialized skills to bear in the operation and management of public schools and of circumventing the
 inflexible salary scales and work rules that tend to prevail in public sector employment.
 The final objective of PPPs is to increase the enrollment rates and improve the education outcomes
 (such as standardized test scores and dropout rates), particularly of students from low-income families. From
 the government’s point of view, reducing costs alone can be an important objective.
 Some evidence suggests that the private sector delivers high-quality education at low costs around the
 world. Using data from the OECD’s Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA), Woessmann
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(2005) showed that public schools produce lower test scores than privately managed but publicly funded
 schools do. As a result, partnerships between the private sector (as the operator of schools) and the public
 sector (as the financier of schools) can increase enrollment while keeping the education budget low. With
 regard to private finance initiatives, the major argument in their favor is cost savings. The cost savings
 generated by the other types of contracts depend on the specifics of the contract (for example, the face value of
 the voucher) and the private sector’s effectiveness in delivering the service.
 The main rationale for developing public-private partnerships (PPPs) in education is to maximize the
 potential for expanding equitable access to schooling and for improving education outcomes, especially for
 marginalized groups. In this chapter, we show how different types of contracts can help meet these two
 objectives in different socioeconomic and political contexts. Specifically, we examine how contracts are used
 to hold all partners accountable and how contracts are designed to produce measurable improvements in
 education outcomes or performance. The analysis considers contracting as a distinct instrument from any other
 education accountability mechanisms. We define contracting as the process whereby a government procures
 education or education-related services of a defined quantity and quality at an agreed price from a specific
 provider. The agreement between the funder and the service provider is recorded in a contract and is valid for a
 specified period of time (Taylor 2003; Wang 2000).
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Intermediate effects and final outcomes
 The theoretical literature on the PPP suggests that there are four ways in which the private provision of
 public services affects educational outcomes (see LaRocque and Patrinos 2006; Savas, 2000; Nechyba, 2000;
 Epple and Romano, 1998).
 1. Flexibility in provision. PPP contracts give schools more flexibility in how they manage and provide
 education services than the public sector alone does. Generally, the public sector gives schools very little
 flexibility in hiring teachers and organizing schools, so a flexible PPP contract can make it possible for
 schools to create a better fit between supply and demand.
 2. Incorporating quality criteria into the contract. Private providers in PPP contracts are usually chosen
 through an open bidding process based on quality and cost criteria. Furthermore, the contracts often
 require contractors to produce certain outcomes, such as increases in test scores. Thus the contracting
 process and the resulting contract can yield a higher quality of education.
 3. Optimal risk-sharing. A PPP contract can achieve an optimal level of risk-sharing between the
 government and the private sector. This risk-sharing may increase efficiency in the delivery of services
 and, consequently, may increase amount of resources and improved provision in the education sector.
 Measuring the optimal level of risk-sharing is not straightforward. Financial indicators such as revenue-to-
 cost ratio, revenue-to-student ratio, and cost-to-student ratio can be proxies to measure risk-sharing. In
 short, to ascertain different risk-sharing options, it is first necessary to examine quantifiable financial
 indicators.
 4. Competition. PPPs can promote competition in the market for education. The private sector can compete
 with the public sector for students. In turn, the public sector can react to that competition by improving the
 quality of the education that it provides in its schools. The argument in favor of competition is that if that
 option is available (for example, in a voucher system), students and families will shop for the schools that
 provide the best quality of education (Friedman 1955). For competition to thrive a market for schools must
 exist and information on the quality of schools must be freely and widely available. However, it is clearly
 a challenge to measure competition.
 Advantages of PPP
 The theoretical literature on the topic suggests four positive outcomes of the private provision of
 public services:
 PPPs can create competition in the education market. The private sector can compete for students
 with the public sector. In turn, the public sector has an incentive to react to this competition by
 increasing the quality of the education that it provides.
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PPP contracts can be more flexible than most public sector arrangements. Generally, the public
 sector has less autonomy in hiring teachers and organizing schools than the private sector does. Public-
 private contracts can be a better fit between the supply of and demand for education. Flexibility in
 teacher contracting is one of the primary motivations for PPPs.
 Governments can choose private providers in PPP contracts by means of an open bidding process in
 which the government defines specific requirements for the quality of education that it demands
 from the contractor. The contracts often include measurable outcomes and clauses that specify the
 condition to deliver a certain quality of education, and the contractor with the best or lowest cost
 proposal is then chosen. This one characteristic of the contract alone can raise the quality of education.
 PPP contracts can achieve an increased level of risk-sharing between the government and the
 private sector. This risk-sharing is likely to increase efficiency in the delivery of services and,
 consequently, to induce the channeling of additional resources to the provision for education.
 Governments can contract out to the private sector in a range of initiatives that can include
 everything. From nonacademic activities such as food services and management contracts involving a
 few schools, to subsidizing the tuition at private schools for hundreds of thousands of students, to
 long-term, multimillion dollar infrastructure partnerships. Contracting is a way to bring the private
 sector’s skills and resources into the education sector (as is the case of capital investments for school
 construction under private finance initiatives) and to increase efficiency and innovation in the delivery
 of education. Contracting can do all of this while allowing governments to keep schools accountable.
 Disadvantages of PPP
 There is a body of literature that argues that there are negative outcomes associated with the private
 provision of public services:
 PPPs will lead to the privatization of education and thus will reduce the government’s control over a
 public service.
 Increasing the educational choices available to students and their families may increase socioeconomic
 segregation if better prepared students end up self-selecting into high-quality schools, thus further
 improving their outcomes.
 PPPs will lead to poorer students being left behind in the deteriorating public schools that lose the
 support of more educated parents.
 In countries where PPPs have not been extensively tried before, the government may need to change
 its education policies and regulatory framework. The government must clearly create an enabling
 framework that includes:
 ― defining the place of private providers in the national education strategy;
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― setting clear, objective, and streamlined criteria that the private sector must meet in order to
 establish and operate schools;
 ― introducing school funding systems that integrate public and private schools and that are neutral,
 responsive, and targeted;
 ― establishing an effective quality assurance system.
 Good design cannot ensure the success of a PPP in education as it must also be implemented
 effectively and efficiently. To ensure this, governments should choose their private partners by means of a
 transparent, competitive, and multi-stage selection process. Second, they should assign the roles of purchaser
 and provider of education services to different entities within the education administrative agencies. Third,
 they must ascertain that the private agency in question has sufficient capacity for the task at hand. Also,
 government education institutions must develop their own capacity, establish quality assurance mechanisms,
 develop appropriate performance measures for contractors, and devise incentives to achieve performance
 targets as well as sanctions for nonperformance.
 VII. ISSUES ON PHILIPPINE EDUCATION
 Quality. There was a decline in the quality of the Philippine education, especially at the elementary
 and secondary levels. For example, the results of standard tests conducted among elementary and high school
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students, as well as in the National College of Entrance Examination for college students, were way below the
 target mean score.
 Affordability. There is also a big disparity in educational achievements across social groups. For
 example, the socioeconomically disadvantaged students have higher dropout rates, especially in the elementary
 level. And most of the freshmen students at the tertiary level come from relatively well-off families.
 Budget. The Philippine Constitution has mandated the government to allocate the highest proportion
 of its budget to education. However, the Philippines still has one of the lowest budget allocations to education
 among the ASEAN countries. The government gives more funds for military works than giving big funds for
 educational works.
 Rizal said that “Ang kabataan ang pag-asa ng bayan”, but how do children be the hope of our country
 if the government does not support the education in our country. How will the children learn, if even the
 primary levels are not supported by the government?
 Development of Instructional Materials particularly in core subjects. Teachers not only need
 training in the preparation and development of instructional materials, but they must also be given financial
 support to produce these. Instructional Materials include modules, standardized validated rating, achievement
 and diagnostic tests viz qualitative ones.
 The system of promotion within the ranks needs to be overhauled. To date, what is prevalent is the
 "Palakasan System, Utang na Loob and Pakikisama System" especially in public schools. It is high time that
 the teachers' ranks be professionalized from top-to-bottom akin to the corporate world. Promotions should be
 solely based on merit. Many educators are just after the salary increase and most of all of the prestige that goes
 with being a school manager. So, they tend to focus more on “palakas sa padrino”. The worst is, these
 mentors are not really concerned and dedicated enough to initiate reforms to improve the system. So, the
 students suffer from their lack of dedication, by learning nothing from them.
 Teacher Training and Development. In spite the number of people pursuing a degree in education,
 very few are actually equipped with the necessary competence in specific learning areas that they are supposed
 to excel in. Observations are that except for education graduates from CHED designated centers of excellence;
 many would-be teachers are deficient in subject matters.
 Lack of facilities in public schools. With insufficient budget and large numbers of students, public
 schools lack classrooms, books, and supplies for their students. The lack of classrooms leads to prohibitively
 large class size, as many as 60 students in some schools, making for an undesirably high student-teacher ratio.
 In some schools it also translates to the shortest possible class periods, to allow for morning, afternoon, and
 even evening sessions so that as many students as possible may be accommodated.
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For example, House committee on higher and technical   education allocated a budget of P734.783
 million for Polytechnic University of the Philippines for 2012. But, there are eight personal computers which
 are shared by 50 students, decade-old typewriters being used to teach students how to type and a main building
 that gets flooded whenever it rains due to a porous ceiling. So, of course, that budget is not enough to
 maintain or provide good quality education to the students.
 Lack of textbooks. Two or three, sometimes more than four students were sharing one old textbook.
 In other countries, all students have their own textbooks, and of course they can bring them home.
 Number of years. (Not counting Pre-school, of course) The required number of years of basic
 education was reduced over the years to 6 in the elementary level. With 4 years of high school, the total
 number of years of basic education in the Philippines is 10, one of the lowest in the world and generally
 considered to be one of the factors in the inadequacy of basic education in the Philippines.
 Medium of instruction. There is constant debate over which language should be used in educating
 Filipinos: English, Tagalog, or local dialects. The use of English for teaching math and science as well as
 English language and literature subjects has endured for many years, however.
 Subjects. The number of subjects increased for some years, making it difficult to give enough class
 time to each subject, including the core areas of English, Filipino, math, and science. There has frequently
 been contention on which subjects are essential, especially with the controversial lumping together of home
 economics, technology, physical education, health, art, and music with social studies in a subject called
 Makabayan. Opponents of the scheme contend that less time will be given to the more important of these
 subjects, especially social studies. Some of the subject areas are also difficult to integrate with the core subject
 of social studies.
 Gender issues. There used to be differences in the subjects taught to boys and girls, especially
 vocational training. There has been standardization in the requirements of subjects for both genders in recent
 years, though some schools still adhere to a traditional curriculum with different vocational skills taught to
 boys and girls.
 Drop-out rate. Many students drop out due to poverty before completing basic education, even at the
 elementary level. Though schooling is free, there are other expenses which poor families have difficulty in
 meeting, such as school supplies, uniforms, and transportation. Philippine girls at all levels have been found to
 be more persistent in their schooling, whereas boys tend to drop out of school earlier. More than half of
 college students are female and larger numbers of women than men finish advanced degrees.
 Mismatch. There is a large proportion of "mismatch" between training and actual jobs. This is the
 major problem at the tertiary level and it is also the cause of the existence of a large group of educated
 unemployed or underemployed.
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School year. Because of the frequent interruption of classes during the rainy season, the issue of
 changing the school year to September-June from the current June-March has been raised again and again over
 the years.
 VIII. CURRENT SITUATION OF PHILIPPINE EDUCATION
 Education in the Philippines is based on the education system of the United States, with some
 variations, with English as the medium of instruction. Schools are classified into public (government) or
 private (non-government). The general pattern of formal education follows four stages: Pre-primary level
 (nursery, kindergarten and preparatory) offered in most private schools; six years of primary education,
 followed by four years of secondary education. The school year, which is at least 200 days or 40 weeks long,
 generally begins on the first Monday in June and ends by the last Friday of March, when the hot, dry season
 begins. School attendance takes place from Monday to Friday.
 After high school there are vocational courses or colleges which offer courses for a varying number of
 years depending on the course. University courses leading to a bachelor’s degree are usually 4 years long,
 sometimes five and in some cases as in medical and law schools, as long as eight years. Graduate schooling is
 an additional two or more years. Classes in Philippine schools start in June and end in March. Colleges and
 universities follow the semestral calendar from June-October and November-March.
 The bilingual policy in education was reiterated in the 1987 Constitution of the Philippines. The
 Ministry of Education, Culture, and Sports was renamed once more, this time as the Department of Education,
 Culture, and Sports (DECS). Following the report of the Congressional Commission on Education (EDCOM),
 Congress passed Republic Act 7722 and Republic Act 7796 in 1994, creating the Commission on Higher
 Education (CHED) and the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA). The institute
 governing basic education was thus renamed in 2001 as the Department of Education (DepEd).
 Compared with other countries, the literacy rate in the Philippines is quite high. Moreover enrolment
 rate is 99.9% in primary level and 77.8% in secondary level, which is higher than Singapore and the highest in
 ASEAN countries. However while statistics on educational attainment may be high, the economic situation in
 the Philippines is still not so good. The Philippines has succeeded in expanding its education in quantitative
 terms, but now they have to think about “Quality of education”.
 36
 http://en.wikipilipinas.org/index.php?title=Department_of_Education
 http://en.wikipilipinas.org/index.php?title=Technical_Education_and_Skills_Development_Authority
 http://en.wikipilipinas.org/index.php?title=Commission_on_Higher_Education
 http://en.wikipilipinas.org/index.php?title=Commission_on_Higher_Education
 http://en.wikipilipinas.org/index.php?title=Congressional_Commission_on_Education&action=edit
 http://en.wikipilipinas.org/index.php?title=1987_Constitution_of_the_Philippines&action=edit

Page 37
						

The quality of public school education is generally considered to have declined since the post-war
 years, mainly due to insufficient funds. The Department of Education aims to address the major problems
 affecting public education by 2010.
 Private schools are able to offer better facilities and education, but are also much more expensive.
 There is a wide variety of private schools, including all-boys’ and all-girls’ schools, religious schools, non-
 sectarian schools, Chinese schools, special schools, and international schools. Due to economic difficulties,
 there has been a recent increase in the popularity of home schooling and open universities in the Philippines.
 The growing awareness of the benefits of education, the constitutional provision (a new constitution
 was adopted in 1987) for free and compulsory elementary education, the demand for education relevance and
 responsiveness to changing societal needs and the alarming rate of increase in the country’s population have
 contributed to the problem of providing education for all, a problem which becomes more serious each year.
 The Department of Education, Culture and Sports (now the Department of Education, DepED) has attempted
 to implement educational reforms, programmes and projects to address the key issues of access and quality of
 basic education, relevance and efficiency of the education system. However, many problems are besetting
 education in the Philippines. Among the school-related causes are the unqualified and poorly trained teachers,
 inadequate facilities and equipment, and lack of instructional materials (textbooks and teacher’s manuals).
 Non-school factors include poverty, low educational attainment and illiteracy of parents, and poor health and
 nutrition.                    
 In recent years, the DepEd has pursued several development programmes and projects through
 government funding and overseas economic co-operation both multilateral and bilateral. The strategies to
 improve education include overall review of elementary and secondary education, universal access to and
 quality of education (notably by emphasizing teaching of English, science, technology and mathematics),
 provision of alternative delivery schemes (such as multigrade teaching, mobile teaching, and instructional
 management by parents, community and teachers in disaster areas), management training for principals and
 school administrators, development of research, improvement of school libraries and teachers’ welfare.
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Technical and vocational education was also revised in an effort to cope with rapid technological
 advancements and to provide young people with more meaningful preparation for their future employment.
 The strategies include curriculum development, improvement of pre- and in-service education of teachers in
 both public and private schools, updated instructional materials in various fields, and upgrading of equipment
 for both public and private institutions.             
 At the higher education level, the strategies include improving access of the poor and disadvantaged,
 improving quality––notably by focusing on pre-service and in-service training of teachers––, liberalizing
 policies for private schools, rationalizing state colleges and universities (SUCs), and strengthening linkages
 with government professional boards for evaluation.                
 Among the development programmes implemented in recent years, the following should be
 mentioned:             
 The Elementary and Secondary Education Project: the aim of the project has been to meet the sector’s
 requirement for essential physical resources (facilities and equipment), especially in educationally and
 economically disadvantaged areas; improve the professional competence of teachers and school
 administrators; expand the population’s basic knowledge and the skills of children at risk of dropping
 out of school as well as illiterate out-of-school youth and adults; and further develop DepEd institutional
 capacities in planning and management of the education system.                 
 Implementing the New Secondary Education Curriculum (1992-93): mass training of Grade IV teachers
 was undertaken, and complemented with the production and delivery of textbooks and teachers’ manuals
 to fully support the implementation of the new curriculum. The physical facilities component of the
 programme also provided for the construction of 673 packages of equipped and furnished academic
 classrooms, workshops and science laboratories to augment the accommodations problem in the
 secondary level.             
 The School Building Programme: this programme provides for the construction of classrooms, science
 laboratories and multi-purpose workshops, and the provision of equipment for instruction for selected
 elementary and secondary schools within the typhoon belt of the country and in remote and rural
 areas.                     
 Science Teaching Improvement Project: this project aims to develop science equipment through
 research, prototype production, standards setting and tests, and expertise within the educational sector
 through workshops, seminars, and training of teachers and staff locally and abroad.                  
 Science Equipment Project: this project addresses the pressing need of the public school system for
 instructional materials and equipment. The National Science Equipment Centre and three Regional
 Distribution/Service Centres were developed and institutionalized for the purpose of developing, testing,
 producing, and distributing science equipment to the public secondary schools.             
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Rationalizing programme offerings of state colleges and universities on a regional basis: this programme
 aims at encourage specialization in each SUC and intra-regionally among SUCs with special emphasis
 on capital and land-intensive courses such as agriculture, technology and engineering, and technical
 education. It encourages regional co-ordination among SUCs to minimize duplication of programme
 offerings.                     
 Among the achievements, benefits and performance of the education system over a ten-year period
 (1986-95), the following should be mentioned:         
 Education has been given the highest budgetary priority in the national government
 budget.                     
 The New Elementary School Curriculum (NESC) and the New Secondary School Curriculum (NSSC)
 have been fully implemented.                     
 Free public secondary education has been implemented.               
 The programme of assistance for low-income students and faculty in private schools has been
 expanded.                       
 The Values Education Framework has been formulated and implemented.            
 Centres of excellence in teacher education have been established.            
 Professionalization of the teaching profession has been achieved through the Philippine Teachers
 Professionalization Act of 1994.                    
 The National Elementary Achievement Test for Grade VI pupils and the National Secondary
 Achievement Test for Form IV high school students have been administered.                  
 Student contact time has increased through a lengthened school calendar and additional time for
 English, science and mathematics.                
 Science education has been strengthened through the establishment of regional science high schools,
 the formulation and implementation of the Science and Technology Education Plan, the establishment
 of the Regional Science Teaching Centres, and the organization of the National Science Teaching
 Instrumentation Centre.                       
 Policies governing private education have been liberalized––notably as regards curriculum
 requirements and tuition fee policy––to promote efficiency, autonomy and responsiveness.               
 Educational performance during the period has improved, as indicated by the literacy rate, the
 improved enrolment rate at the primary and secondary levels, the decrease of repetition rates, and the
 provision of textbooks and instructional materials.          
 The DepEd will continue to provide access to basic education. In accordance with the broadening of
 accessibility to basic education, the programme commitment has the following components: (a) establishment
 of a school in every barangay not having an elementary school and in every town without a high school (a
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barangay is the basic governmental unit in the country’s political structure, consisting of a number of families
 within the same geographic area); (b) organization of multi-grade classrooms; (c) completion of incomplete
 elementary schools; and (d) provision of basic instructional materials, facilities and equipment at the
 elementary and high school levels.                    
 In addition, the Master Plan for Basic Education (1996-2005) has the mandate of modernizing
 education. The programme is being pursued through the introduction of modern instructional materials––such
 as computers and Internet, videos, well equipped science laboratories and machine shops as well as libraries––
 to enrich instruction through training programmes and further studies, including staff development abroad,
 teaching techniques and teachers’ mastery of subject matter. Training programmes will also be provided for
 the upgrading of managerial skills in planning, project and fund management as well as resource management
 and community mobilization. Information and telecommunication systems will serve as basic tools for
 carrying out educational administration and supervision.
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IX. CONCLUSION
 The history of education according to Dieter Lenzen, president of the Freie Universität Berlin 1994,
 "began either millions of years ago or at the end of 1770". Education as a science cannot be separated from the
 educational traditions that existed before. Adults trained the young of their society in the knowledge and skills
 they would need to master and eventually pass on. The evolution of culture, and human beings as a species
 depended on this practice of transmitting knowledge. In pre-literate societies this was achieved orally and
 through imitation. Story-telling continued from one generation to the next. Oral language developed into
 written symbols and letters. The depth and breadth of knowledge that could be preserved and passed soon
 increased exponentially. When cultures began to extend their knowledge beyond the basic skills of
 communicating, trading, gathering food, religious practices, etc., formal education, and schooling, eventually
 followed. Schooling in this sense was already in place in Egypt between 3000 and 500BC.The history of
 education is the history of man as since its the main occupation of man to pass knowledge, skills and attitude
 from one generation to the other so is education.
 The Philippines has one of the highest literacy rates in Asia and in the world. As of 2006, its literacy
 rate is 93%. As a result, Filipinos are highly demanded in many parts of the world because of its professional
 skills, proficiency in English and ability to learn other foreign languages and adapt new cultures and traditions.
 English remains the primary language used in schools and universities. Majority of educational materials and
 references are printed in English. A lot of these technical resources do not have a counterpart version in
 Filipino because of the complexities of the said language. School year begins in June and ends in March.
 Primary education consists of grade 1 to grade 6 students whose age ranges between 7 and 12 years old.
 Secondary education has four levels starting with first year up to fourth year with 13 to 16-year old students.
 Most universities and colleges offer 4-year degree courses consisting of 2 semesters a year. There are some
 universities that offer 3-4 semesters a year.
 The government has 3 main branches that manage education system in the Philippines, these are the
 Department of Education (DE), Commission on higher Education (CHED) and the Technical Education and
 Skills Development Authority (TESDA).
 The Filipino culture highly regards Education as an important factor to be successful in life. There are
 colleges in the Philippines that consistently made it to the list as top universities of the world and in Asia.
 Consequently, the government provides a big part of nation’s budget to education.
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