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Writing Cohesive Essays

Page 2
						

EssaysEssays contain 3 main parts
 Introduction
 Body
 Conclusion
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EssaysAnd each of those parts contain parts
 Introduction
 Conclusion
 Body
 Attention getter
 Explanation of purpose and
 credibility
 Thesis statementTransition
 Topic Sentences
 Evidence
 Explanation
 Thesis restatement
 Summary of ideas
 Closure
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Essays
 The trick is getting those parts to flow.
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Cohesive Essays
 clearly communica
 te ideas.
 transition smoothly from one idea to the
 next.
 show relationships
 between ideas.
 satisfy the audience.
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Elements of Cohesive Essays
 • Interesting titles• Strong thesis statements• Specific topic sentences• Accurate transitions• Effective integration of evidence• Satisfying closures
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suggest the subject of the paper.
 Interesting Titles
 spark your reader’s interest.
 Do not!title your paper something like “Essay 4” or “Personal Essay.”title your paper the same title as the work you’re writing about.write a complete sentence as your title.use the prompt as your title.title your paper something that has nothing to do with your topic.
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The thesis statement• summarizes the contents of the paper.• states an argument.
 Strong Thesis Statements
 A STRONG thesis statement•is open to debate.Don’t make a claim that your audience already
 knows to be fact.
 •is open to evidence. You must be able to gather and present evidence
 for and against your claim.
 •is clearly stated.Your audience should never be confused about
 what your claim actually is.
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Topic Sentences• are usually the first sentence in a
 body paragraph.• explain what the paragraph is going
 to be about.• restate the argument.• transition from the previous
 paragraph.
 Specific Topic Sentences
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Accurate Transitions
 Transitions• are used between paragraphs and
 within paragraphs.• show how one idea is related to
 another idea.• organize your essay.
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Accurate TransitionsTo Add
 and again finally further furthermo
 re too next lastly what's
 more moreover in addition
 To Compare whereas but yet on the other
 hand however nevertheless on the contrary by comparison where compared to up against balanced
 against although conversely
 To Prove because for since for the same
 reason obviously evidently moreover indeed in fact in any case that is
 To Give an Example for example for instance in this case in another
 case on this
 occasion in this
 situation to
 demonstrate to illustrate
 To Conclude
 in brief on the whole summing up to conclude in conclusion as I have
 shown therefore accordingly consequentl
 y
 To Show Sequence then following this at this time now at this point after afterward subsequently finally previously before this simultaneously concurrently immediately later soon formerly
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Effective Integration of Evidence
 When incorporating evidence into your essays, consider the Oreo cookie:
 Introduction
 Explanation of relevance
 Creamy Evidence Filling
 I didn’t realize how important 911 operators were until my grandfather had a heart attack. On June 24, 1997, my grandfather collapsed during his birthday dinner. Everyone panicked, and no one seemed to know what to do. I dialed 911, and the operator helped us through it until the paramedics arrived. Because of this experience, I know that I want to be a 911 operator, and I know that I have the calmness of mind to do the job.
 I didn’t realize how important 911 operators were until my grandfather had a heart attack. On June 24, 1997, my grandfather collapsed during his birthday dinner. Everyone panicked, and no one seemed to know what to do. I dialed 911, and the operator helped us through it until the paramedics arrived. Because of this experience, I know that I want to be a 911 operator, and I know that I have the calmness of mind to do the job.

Page 13
						

Satisfying Closures• end the paper.• leave the reader thinking.• are the MOST MEMORABLE part of an essay.• answer the question “So what?”
 calling attention to larger issues calling for a
 change in
 actioncalling for a
 change in
 attitudeproviding a vivid image
 returning to the story at the
 beginning of the introduction
 reminding reader
 of the significance
 to his/her life
 predicting
 the future
 Some methods of closing a paper include

Page 14
						

Don’t forget: print the handout that goes with this presentation!
 Please complete a survey on this tutorial.
 For more information about cohesive essays or for help with other writing concerns, come to TSU’s Writing Center.
 Visit room 300 in the Learning Resources Center or call 615.963.5102 to make an appointment.
 https://tnstateu.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_bBhLhcXGTdFmeI4
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