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 2015
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 Division of Health Sciences
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• Features of paragraphs
 – What is a paragraph
 – Elements of topic sentences
 – Integrating ideas/information
 – Concluding sentence
 • Creating a good flow
 – Linking words
 – Pronouns
 – Pattern of old to new
 Division of Health Sciences
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 Outline
 3 anguage iteracies earning
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Aims
 L3 Language Literacies Learning
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 Cohesion - from the latin ‘cohere’ which means to “hold together”
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What is a paragraph?
 • Collection of sentences on one related topic
 • Topic sentence – links topic of paragraph to question & shows what you will cover in that paragraph
 • Supporting sentences – develops & supports the topic using evidence & examples (references)
 • Cohesive devices link sentences to each other – a chain of ideas from sentence to sentence
 • Concluding/linking sentence
 (Wire Rope Direct 2011)
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 Features of paragraphs
 3 anguage iteracies earning
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Example essay question ‘Discuss critically the impact of university education on nursing in the workplace'.
 Impacts of Uni education
 on nursing
 improved ability to assess &
 evaluate patients
 require higher level
 of critical thinking
 changed role and image
 major impact on nurses’ power and authority
 (Adapted from Calabretto & Kokkinn 2006)
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 Brainstorming paragraphs
 3 anguage iteracies earning
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Activity
 • Underline all important words related to the question
 • Circle important words related to the topic
 • What other techniques does the writer use to link ideas from sentence to sentence?
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 Example paragraph
 3 anguage iteracies earning
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With the introduction of university education, there has been an
 improvement in the ability of nurses to assess and evaluate patients.
 Throughout the university curriculum, nurses are trained to apply
 research-based techniques to diagnosis (Rolfe 1996). The university
 model emphasizes a systematic knowledge base from which nurses can
 draw when assessing and diagnosing patients. Furthermore, nurses have
 been encouraged to explore the different factors which may contribute to
 ill health. These include biological, psychological, sociocultural, spiritual,
 and environmental (Duffy, Milton & Seymon 1989). Nurses also gain a
 greater appreciation of the diversity of the perceptions of health through
 university education (Duffy, Milton & Seymon 1989). This enables nurses
 to tackle complex social and health problems much more systematically
 and thoroughly (Kitson 1999).
 Example Paragraph
 L3 Language Literacies Learning
 For the Division of Health Sciences Topic sentence introduces impact of university education — improvement in the ability of nurses to assess and evaluate patients. Sentences supported by evidence from readings. Use of linking words. Use of important words & synonyms to link to the question e.g. university education, nurses Use of important words & synonyms related to the paragraph topic Use of pronouns to link ideas. (eg. this, these, they, their)
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The broader understanding and knowledge base of the university educated
 nurse has contributed to an increased awareness of the patient as part of a
 community, as well as an appreciation of the diversity of health and a
 foundation on which to base nursing practice (Duffy, Milton & Seymon 1989).
 The combination of these skills, techniques and knowledge means that
 nurses are able to report more accurately to other members of the health
 team. They can critically discuss aspects of patients’ care with other health
 professionals and then formulate an appropriate patient care plan (Wilkes &
 Batts 1992). By teaching nurses how to analyse and apply data, universities
 also develop their skills of observation, measurement and interaction (Wilkes
 & Batts 1992). The application of these wide ranging skills which are attained
 through university studies, has led to an improvement in assessment and
 evaluation of patients by nurses in the workplace.
 Example Paragraph
 L3 Language Literacies Learning
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 Sentences supported by evidence from readings. Use of important words & synonyms to link to the question e.g. university education, nurses Use of important words & synonyms related to the paragraph topic Use of pronouns to link ideas. (eg. this, these, they, their) Concluding sentence summarises & restates the topic.
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Here are some notes for another paragraph for the same essay.
 • Major impact on nurses power and authority
 • Expanded knowledge (Stevens 2009)
 • Greater control of working conditions (Yong 2010)
 • Respect for hierarchy of power was expected in the past (Stevens 2009)
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 Activity
 3 anguage iteracies earning
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1. Write a topic sentence which relates the paragraph topic to the question.
 2. Use your own voice to explain and connect the evidence from sources to your paragraph topic.
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 Activity
 3 anguage iteracies earning
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• Use important words & synonyms from the question & paragraph topic
 • Use linking words
 • Use pronouns to refer to ideas in a previous sentence
 • Start with a clear topic sentence which includes enough information
 • End with a concluding sentence to tie ideas together or linking sentence to move to the next paragraph
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 Creating a good flow
 3 anguage iteracies earning
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Review your paragraph – can you improve the flow?
 • Use important words & synonyms from the question & paragraph topic
 • Use of linking words
 • Use of pronouns to refer to ideas in a previous sentence
 • Ensuring that topic sentence is clear and includes enough information
 • End with a concluding sentence to tie ideas together or linking sentence to move to the next paragraph
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 Activity 3 anguage iteracies earning
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• Paragraphs should have one topic
 • Ideas need to link to the question & the topic
 • Topic sentences guide the reader to content
 • Organise ideas logically
 • Link ideas from sentence to sentence
 – Use linking words
 – Use important words & synonyms
 – Use pronouns (this or these + important word/synonym)
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 Summary
 3 anguage iteracies earning
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Integrating your sources
 Original source material:
 Scholarship is not the sole provenance of any one professional
 group or academic discipline. It is an approach to knowledge
 generation, testing and communication that reflects the best ways of
 thinking, analysing and problem solving. As such scholarship is a
 commodity that should be exploited in those areas where problems
 are complex and difficult to solve. With the welcomed expansion of
 nursing into university and higher level education, in the UK and
 many other countries, there is even greater possibility that many of
 the complex social and health problems facing nurses will be tackled
 in much more systematic and thorough ways.
 Kitson, A 2006, ‘The relevance of scholarship for nursing research and practice’, Journal of Advanced
 Nursing, vol.55, no.5, pp.541–543.
 Division of Health Sciences
 L3 Learning Language Literacies
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Integrating your sources
 Original source material:
 Scholarship is not the sole provenance of any one professional
 group or academic discipline. It is an approach to knowledge
 generation, testing and communication that reflects the best ways of
 thinking, analysing and problem solving. As such scholarship is a
 commodity that should be exploited in those areas where problems
 are complex and difficult to solve. With the welcomed expansion of
 nursing into university and higher level education, in the UK and
 many other countries, there is even greater possibility that many of
 the complex social and health problems facing nurses will be tackled
 in much more systematic and thorough ways.
 Kitson, A 2006, ‘The relevance of scholarship for nursing research and practice’, Journal of Advanced
 Nursing, vol.55, no.5, pp.541–543.
 Division of Health Sciences
 L3 Learning Language Literacies
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Integrating your sources
 Original source material:
 It is an approach to knowledge generation, testing and communication that reflects the best ways of thinking, analysing and problem solving.
 Paraphrase of source material:
 Kitson (2006) explains that a scholarly approach requires professionals to inform their practice from the creation of knowledge based on analytical assessment.
 Division of Health Sciences
 L3 Learning Language Literacies
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Integrating your sources
 Using the paraphrase in a paragraph:
 Nursing education has led practitioners to reflect on both their practice and the available literature to ensure the best health outcomes for patients. Kitson (2006) explains that a scholarly approach requires professionals to inform their practice from the creation of knowledge based on analytical assessment. The process of forming this knowledge begins in the educational institutions and is continually developed, analysed and updated. This process is vital in informing best practice in the workplace which leads to a improved client outcomes .
 Division of Health Sciences
 L3 Learning Language Literacies
 Topic
 Paraphrase / Theory
 Examples from practice
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Division of Health Sciences
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 www.unisa.edu.au/L3
 3 anguage iteracies earning
 http://www.unisa.edu.au/L3
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Finally ... Division of Health Sciences
 www.unisa.edu.au/referencing L3 Language Literacies Learning
 http://www.unisa.edu.au/referencing
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Roadmap to Referencing
 Need help Referencing? Not sure what type of source you have?
 Follow the Roadmap! The Roadmap to referencing site will help
 you decide what your source is and show you how to reference it
 according to Harvard-UniSA style.
 roadmap.unisa.edu.au
 roadmap.unisa.edu.au
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Calabretto, H & Kokkinn, B (eds) 2006, Strategies for success in nursing studies, 2nd edn, University of South Australia, School of Nursing and Midwifery, Adelaide.
 Kitson, A 2006, ‘The relevance of scholarship for nursing research and practice’, Journal of Advanced Nursing, vol.55, no.5, pp.541–543.
 Wire Rope Direct 2011, wire rope guide, blog posting, 3 November, viewed 6 March 2012, <http://wireropeguide.com/chain-links/chain-links/attachment/chain-links-2/>.
 For the Division of Health Sciences
 Sources
 3 anguage iteracies earning
 http://wireropeguide.com/chain-links/chain-links/attachment/chain-links-2/
 http://wireropeguide.com/chain-links/chain-links/attachment/chain-links-2/
 http://wireropeguide.com/chain-links/chain-links/attachment/chain-links-2/
 http://wireropeguide.com/chain-links/chain-links/attachment/chain-links-2/
 http://wireropeguide.com/chain-links/chain-links/attachment/chain-links-2/
 http://wireropeguide.com/chain-links/chain-links/attachment/chain-links-2/
 http://wireropeguide.com/chain-links/chain-links/attachment/chain-links-2/
 http://wireropeguide.com/chain-links/chain-links/attachment/chain-links-2/
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