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            P O Box 50, Modderfontein 1645 • Phone: 011 608 2693 (office hours) • e-mail: [email protected] Newsletter: April 2018 Chairman Ellen van Dongen opened the meeting with mentions of members who had apologised for not being present due to ill- health: “Sally Hogan, our Vice Chairman, who had recently undergone surgery and is still recovering and will still have to go through a programme of chemotherapy. Also, Richard Padzen had major back surgery at the beginning of March and we wish him a speedy recovery and hope to see him walking on Tuesdays as soon as possible. Betty Chambers’ husband, Barry had major heart surgery late in February and we also wish him well.” She then covered details of our membership which has slipped by 12 to 108. “For the first time in 11 years, we have increased subscriptions by a small amount even though our financial situation is in a healthy state. We expect to spend more on trail maintenance and development projects in future and would like to ensure our reserves will cope with this.” Ellen then reviewed the range of interesting talks that had been presented by experts in their fields during the past year. She also covered the various walks in the Reserve and in the Heritage Precinct. Environmental education This is one area that has been very slow to take off mainly due to a lack of resources. “We hosted a Home Schools Group of 52 youngsters in March 2017 and in June, we hosted Edleen Laerskool Conservation Group on an educational walk in the Reserve. On Saturday, 9 December 2017, we welcomed a group of 24 young people (15 – 23 years old) from over Africa who were attending a Wildlife Youth Forum, a youth programme which is run by the South African Institute of International Affairs (Youth@SAIIA). The delegates discussed urban conservation, and this was the focus of the tour in the Modderfontein Reserve. They benefitted from hearing about the Reserve and some of the successes and difficulties in maintaining a space like this in a city. Scouting activities in the Reserve are escalating well and these activities are managed by Norman Doak.” (See item on page 5) Heritage Heritage activities also formed part of the report and Ellen mentioned the MCS’s affiliation with Johannesburg Heritage Foundation (JHF).  “We have continued to interact with JHF in their activities including: • A tour of Modderfontein which took in visits to the cemetery, the compound, and the factory. Thank you to Karl Kohler and Len Larson whose contributions helped make this event a success. • Participating in their walks and attending their AGM.” With photographs taken during a Tuesday walk in the Modderfontein Reserve by the EWT’s Shumani Makwarela Other affiliations • Meetings have been held with the Johannesburg East Planning Committee, a group who review building plans prior to submission to the Provincial Heritage Authority. • Registration with the Heritage Forum. • Association with an organisation which is endeavouring to preserve the “urban forest” in Johannesburg. A recent court ruling has stated that vegetation and trees qualify for heritage status. (Too late to benefit us with the shop development at St Francis’ wood.) Red Hartebeest on the koppie …. ….spotted by a group of Tuesday walkers 
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P O Box 50, Modderfontein 1645 • Phone: 011 608 2693 (office hours) • e-mail: [email protected]
 Newsletter: April 2018
 Chairman Ellen van Dongen opened the meeting with mentions of members who had apologised for not being present due to ill-health: “Sally Hogan, our Vice Chairman, who had recently undergone surgery and is still recovering and will still have to go through a programme of chemotherapy. Also, Richard Padzen had major back surgery at the beginning of March and we wish him a speedy recovery and hope to see him walking on Tuesdays as soon as possible. Betty Chambers’ husband, Barry had major heart surgery late in February and we also wish him well.” She then covered details of our membership which has slipped by 12 to 108. “For the first time in 11 years, we have increased subscriptions by a small amount even though our financial
 situation is in a healthy state. We expect to spend more on trail maintenance and development projects in future and would like to ensure our reserves will cope with this.” Ellen then reviewed the range of interesting talks that had been presented by experts in their fields during the past year. She also covered the various walks in the Reserve and in the Heritage Precinct.
 Environmental education This is one area that has been very slow to take off mainly due to a lack of resources. “We hosted a Home Schools Group of 52 youngsters in March 2017 and in June, we hosted Edleen Laerskool Conservation Group on an
 educational walk in the Reserve. On Saturday, 9 December 2017, we welcomed a group of 24 young people (15 – 23 years old) from over Africa who were attending a Wildlife Youth Forum, a youth programme which is run by the South African Institute of International Affairs (Youth@SAIIA). The delegates discussed urban conservation, and this was the focus of the tour in the Modderfontein Reserve. They benefitted from hearing about the Reserve and some of the successes and difficulties in maintaining a space like this in a city. Scouting activities in the Reserve are escalating well and these activities are managed by Norman Doak.” (See item on page 5)
 Heritage Heritage activities also formed part of the report and Ellen mentioned the MCS’s affiliation with Johannesburg Heritage Foundation (JHF). “We have continued to interact with JHF in their activities including: • A tour of Modderfontein which took in visits to the cemetery, the compound, and the factory. Thank you to Karl Kohler and Len Larson whose contributions helped make this event a success. • Participating in their walks and attending their AGM.”
 With photographs taken during a Tuesday walk in the Modderfontein Reserve by the EWT’s Shumani Makwarela
 Other affiliations • Meetings have been held with the Johannesburg East Planning Committee, a group who review building plans prior to submission to the Provincial Heritage Authority. • Registration with the Heritage Forum. • Association with an organisation which is endeavouring to preserve the “urban forest” in Johannesburg. A recent court ruling has stated that vegetation and trees qualify for heritage status. (Too late to benefit us with the shop development at St Francis’ wood.)
 Red Hartebeest on the koppie ….
 ….spotted by a group of Tuesday walkers
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 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (Continued from page 1)
 Other areas covered in the Chairman’s report included representation on the Community Awareness and Emergency Response (CAER) Committee, communications, and working together with the EWT on the development of the Modderfontein Reserve. Covering the future activities of MCS, Ellen delved into this in some depth:
 MCS going forward
 • “The watchdog role of the MCS has become more important especially because of all the developments planned by the new land owners, M&T, who it seems ignore the fact that they need to consult with AECI and EWT regarding their activities that will impact on the Reserve or take place in the Reserve. Their activities have already resulted in major erosion by uncontrolled storm water discharge in two areas in the Reserve as well as uncontrolled
 deposition of soil from their excavations for Fish Eagle View.
 • “M&T have commenced with surveying of the extension of the M60, Marlboro Drive, through the centre of the Reserve below Fish Eagle Dam with the felling of Eucalyptus trees along the proposed route. This road will have a major impact on the Reserve as it will be built on an elevated embankment for the greater portion of its length through the Reserve with a bridge spanning the Modderfontein Spruit. The bridge span is critically important for the future sustainability of the Modderfontein Reserve for the passage of animals, people and management vehicles. The road construction requires a valid environmental authorization from the Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural Development and Department of Water and Sanitation as well as an Environmental Management Plan on how to mitigate the environmental impacts.
 • “M&T have also commenced with the construction of the K113 road which will run parallel to the
 Gautrain and will also have a major impact on the Reserve, particularly at the south western end near Buccleuch where it will cross over the Modderfontein Spruit below the Grebe Dam spillway and cut through the top end of the ‘Caprivi strip’ which is one of the two pristine grassland areas in Modderfontein. A plant relocation project is required to identify, plan and relocate orchids and other indigenous bulbs and grasses into the Reserve.
 • “At the rate that developments are progressing it is only a matter of time before the northern boundary of the Modderfontein Reserve will be fenced. Currently most of the game grazes outside the Reserve boundary. To bring game into the Reserve a carrying capacity study is required to determine the grazing potential within the Reserve and the animal species and numbers that can be supported. The MCS will be funding this work which is due to start in March 2018.
 • “Now that the walking trails are up and running our next project is to develop a Sensory and Wheelchair trail.
 • “Upgrading of the MCS notice board at Fish Eagle Dam.
 • “Encouragement of visits by school environmental/wildlife clubs.”
 Thanks to sponsors and supporters Ellen acknowledged sponsors and supporters: • AEL, for their continued support by sponsoring the 2018 calendar, which is our biggest fund-raising initiative. • “Acacia for the use of facilities (Heritage Haven) in Moddercrest Office Park. • “Endangered Wildlife Trust for sponsoring the photocopying our newsletter and various pieces of correspondence for members who do not have email. • “The editors and staff of the local newspapers: Bedfordview & Edenvale News, Kempton Express, North Eastern Tribune, Greenstone Guide and Tame Times who published information about the Society events and Modderfontein Reserve. • “Church on the Way for allowing us to use this cosy facility without charge for our monthly evening meetings.
 Illustrating the true meaning of an Urban Park
 Litter continues to be a problem
 Bobbejaanstert on the koppie
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• “Theta Graphics for sponsoring the posters put up on the notice boards at Thornhill Estate, Lakeside, Thornhill Manor and the Post Office advertising our evening talks”.
 Committee In conclusion Ellen also thanked the MCS Committee: “This time each year also gives me the opportunity to publicly express my sincere gratitude to my Committee. Everyone leads hectic lives, yet each committee member gives willingly of their free time and extend themselves further to achieve the objectives of the Society. “A very special thank you to Sally Hogan, Robbie Vermont, Tricia Llewellyn, Keith Martin, Jenny Gough, Pat van Nierop, Janet Brodrick, Carol Sherwood, Peter Olive, Peter Ewen and Daryl Fuchs for all your support, commitment, enthusiasm, dedication and hard work. “There are also members of the Society who do not serve on the Committee but give willingly of their free time to assist in our various initiatives. A big thank you to John Cruickshank for keeping the walking trails walkable, Keith Williams for maintenance, Norman Doak for the scouting activities and Pat Ayling for running the birding sub-group.”
 YOUR COMMITTEE
 Name Portfolio Home phone
 Cell phone E-mail
 Ellen van Dongen
 Chairman Education
 011-462-3067
 082-813-9611 [email protected]
 Sally Hogan Vice Chairman EWT Liaison & Education
 011-608-3089
 082-291-8084 [email protected]
 Janet Brodrick Minutes & Tuesday walks
 011-686-1930
 072-679-6461 [email protected]
 Peter Ewen Reserve Development
 011-608-4043
 076-377-3263 [email protected]
 Daryl Fuchs Technology 083 395 0778 [email protected]
 Jenny Gough Speaker Liaison 011-452-2201
 082-685-0959 [email protected]
 Patricia Llewellyn
 Treasury 011-882-4114
 082-497-9241 [email protected]
 Keith Martin Heritage 011-608-2864
 082-450-4003 [email protected]
 Peter Olive Education & Special Projects
 011-609-4708
 083-461-6221 [email protected]
 Carol Sherwood
 Special Projects & Treasury
 011-524-0296
 082-906-5794 [email protected]
 Pat van Nierop
 Birding & CAER Committee
 011-882-4392
 083-326-6838 [email protected]
 Robbie Vermont
 Membership & Publicity
 011-608-2693
 082-800-3704 [email protected]
 TELL US ABOUT IT If you’ve changed your phone number, address or status please remember to
 tell Membership Secretary Robbie Vermont about it. We’d like to stay in
 touch but cannot unless we know where you are. Also, if your membership
 status changes, please let us know.
 Photocopying of hard copies with thanks to the
 ENDANGERED WILDLIFE TRUST
 Visit: www.ewt.org.za or phone 011 372 3600
 “CONSERVATION IN ACTION”
 Disclaimer: The opinions expressed
 in this newsletter are not necessarily
 those of the Editor or the Modderfontein
 Conservation Society.
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 Jenny Gough, right, indicates that it’s time to return to base
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SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE (web page: www.modderconserve.org)
 Notes:
 • Sunday and Tuesday walks leave from Fish Eagle Dam in the Reserve promptly at the advertised times.
 • Bird Walks are usually held on the first Friday or Saturday of every month. For times and info: Pat Ayling on 082 465 3683 or Pat van Nierop on 083 326 6838.
 • Heritage Day walks – bookings essential. Call Robbie (082 800 3704) or Keith (082 450 4003). Cost R50.00 per person
 • FOR ALL WALKS: BE THERE AT LEAST 15 MINUTES BEFOREHAND
 • Evening meetings take place behind the Church on the Way in the old Modderfontein Town Hall at 1 Casino Road.
 • Charges: Visitors pay R10 for walks and R30 for evening talks; members pay R10 for evening talks. Conservation fee to enter Reserve – R30/adult and R15/child or pensioner.
 MODDERFONTEIN CONSERVATION SOCIETY
 Programme of events: 2018
 April
 Sunday 08 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
 Thursday 19 19:30 Karin Spottiswoode talk: “Hands-on Environmental Education at Kloofendal Nature Reserve – the Need to Reduce Human Impact”
 Sunday 29 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
 Tuesdays: all 08:00 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461
 Contact: Peter Olive (h) 011 608 2799 (c) 083 461 6221
 May
 Sunday 13 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
 Thursday 17 19:30 Jan van Heerden talk on the Animal Demographic Unit, Odonata (dragonflies and damselflies), bird names and bird calls and songs
 Saturday 19 09:00 Museum Day heritage walk. Booking essential. See notes below for details.
 Sunday 27 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
 Tuesdays: all 08:30 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461
 Contact: Jenny Gough (h) 011 452 2201 (c) 082 685 0959
 June
 Sunday 10 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
 Thursday 21 19:30 Talk to be advised
 Sunday 24 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
 Tuesdays: all 08:30 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461
 Contact: Ellen van Dongen (h) 011 462 3067 (c) 082 813 9611
 July
 Sunday 08 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
 Thursday 19 19:30 Pam Vermont Memorial Quiz
 Sunday 29 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
 Tuesdays: all 08:30 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461
 Contact: Robbie Vermont (h) 011 608 2693 (c) 082 800 3704
 August
 Sunday 12 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
 Thursday 16 19:30 Boaz Tsebe : “Update on Modderfontein Reserve”
 Sunday 26 08:30 Walk in the Reserve
 Tuesdays: all 08:30 Walk in the Reserve with Janet Brodrick - 072 679 6461
 Contact: Daryl Fuchs (c) 083 395 0778
 4
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In December 1904, Alfred Beit made a deed of gift donating his Frankenwald Estate to a trust with the intent that the land should be used in perpetuity by the Government of the Transvaal for educational purposes of all kinds. The total area of the estate was 2 626 acres (1 063 ha). The land was transferred to the Union Government in 1919 for the purpose of an industrial school which never came into being. Finally, the land was transferred from the Union Government to the University of the Witwatersrand by a special Act of Parliament in 1922. In June 1934, the Finance Committee of the University advised the Council to accept an offer from Modderfontein to purchase part of Frankenwald, some 1 629 acres (659.5 ha) for £4 000 (about R68 000 in 2017). The Council agreed to the sale. At the time Modderfontein was in dire need of more ground downstream to build another dam to hold its concentrated effluent. The University was short of money. John Hungerford was both a member of Council and a Director of African Explosives and Industries (AEI) and was the main negotiator between AEI and the University. On the section of Frankenwald bought by AEI stood the shooting lodge and observation tower built in the late 1890s by Alfred Beit. He also built a large barn to house horse-drawn carts and a hay loft where an iron girder bears the stamp Krupp 1898. The lodge, in poor repair, was demolished in 1935 but the tower was left standing. A cottage was built in front of the barn, the same year, for the Modderfontein Estate Manager Captain Dobbs. Hitching rails that stood outside the barn were moved to Franz Höenig Haus.
 • Dr Altona was a Senior Manager in the Agricultural Division of AECI Limited.
 • Dam IV was re-named Grebe Dam when the Modderfontein Reserve was established in 2013
 A Brownie hike earlier in the year, organised and co-ordinated by Hon Life Member Norman Doak, involved some 30 children and a few parents.
 Helping Norman with this effort were Sean Byrne and Peter Olive, making it possible to split the somewhat unwieldy group into three, allowing better control and a much greater rapport between group leaders, children and parents. Norman’s work with Scouting organisations, Brownies, Cubs and Guides is bearing fruit. He reports that he has “several more groups starting to make hiking and camping bookings, particularly for July”. “I always meet and greet youth groups and like to have a pre-activity meeting with the adult leader to set out the rules and advise them of opportunities we can offer.” Norman made special mention of the effort that members of the Committee put in to helping him with the youth programme and how they are able to make many of these outings more exciting for all concerned. One comment relating to Norman’s efforts stated “Get them while they’re young and instil a sense of environmental awareness and responsibility which will live within them for the rest of their days”.
 by Dr R E Altona (from the archives)
 NORMAN EARNS
 BROWNIE POINTS
 CORNCRAKE
 CAPTURED, ON FILM
 This photograph, taken at Grebe Dam by Birding Group leader, Pat Ayling,
 features a Corncrake, classified as “an uncommon summer visitor”, and never recorded in Modderfontein before. The sighting created much interest in the
 local birding community.
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