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 Keeping a steady course with your investments is a precondition for reaching your goals, whether you rely on our advice or entrust us to
 manage your portfolio along the course you have plotted.
 VP Bank – your partner.
 Providing bespoke banking services in Liechtenstein +423 235 6655, Switzerland +41 44 226 2424, Luxembourg +352 404 7771, British Virgin Islands +1 284 494 1100 and Singapore +65 6305 0050.
 VP Bank Group Domiciled in Liechtenstein – is quoted on the Swiss Stock Exchange SIX in Zurich.
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 Keeping a steady course with your investments is a precondition for reaching your goals, whether you rely on our advice or entrust us to
 manage your portfolio along the course you have plotted.
 VP Bank – your partner.
 Providing bespoke banking services in Liechtenstein +423 235 6655, Switzerland +41 44 226 2424, Luxembourg +352 404 7771, British Virgin Islands +1 284 494 1100 and Singapore +65 6305 0050.
 VP Bank Group Domiciled in Liechtenstein – is quoted on the Swiss Stock Exchange SIX in Zurich.
 Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.
 Maritha KeilMill Mall, P.O. Box 188
 Road Town, Tortola, VG1110t: 284.494.5700 | m: 284.340.5555US/CAN Toll Free: 877.563.6755
 [email protected] | bvisir.com
 INSPIRING HOMES HAVE VIEWS AS EXPANSIVE AS YOUR VISION
 THIS CAN BE YOUR WORLD.
 A home in the Caribbean offers a blend of sophisticated design
 and casual barefoot living; of romance and privacy in an
 unforgettable setting, and wonderful memories of the time spent
 on a shady verandah admiring the expansive views. Live the life
 you have imagined.
 BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDSour qualities are numerousour benefits endless
 Bit of Heaven [hillside home]TortolaUS$825,000
 Blue Tortu [hillside home]BelmontUS$2,400,000
 The British Virgin Islands comprise over 52 Islands, Rocky Pinnacles and Cays, appropriately named “Nature's Little Secrets.”
 Diamond Reef Estate [waterfront home]Great CamanoeUS$3,250,000
 South Watch [hillside home]TortolaUS$2,000,000
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 37
 27
 44
 F e at u r e S
 regatta Wrap-UpBy Dan O’Connor
 From St thomas International rolex to BVI Spring and Loro Piana, we take a look at the most exciting regattas of the season.
 A Taste of HistoryBy Stephen L. France and Dan O’Connor
 Some of the BVI’s finest restaurants benefit from an ambiance built into historic VI ruins.
 Remote Control Poker RunBy Stephen L. France
 Mini speed boats battle it out at Brandywine Bay.
 Nauti & NiceBy Fran Morrell and Kate Henderson
 Limin’ in Style
 Creative QuenchersBy Susie Younkle
 22
 23
 48
 Finding a New HomeB traci O’Dea
 the Special Olympics BVI sailing team finds a new location at the Bitter end Yacht Club in North Sound, VG.
 Ask and You Shall Recieve By David Blacklock
 a couple relies on the kindness of strangers and a little luck to take them down the island chain.
 Artists’ Corner By Stephen L. France
 Jill tattersall paints chronicles of the BVI’s storied past on canvas.
 16
 34
 V i r g i n i s l a n d s
 PROPERTY&YACHT
 40Rocking RoofsBy Steve Fox
 an architect examines different styles of rooftops.
 www.vipropertyyacht.comScan and bookmark us
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 It’s these simple words of wisdom from a friend and fellow BVI resident that I’ll take with me as I venture through
 my last few months as a Cane Garden Bay resident, aLookingGlass editor and Road Town White Sox little league
 baseball coach. This May, as the winds blow their final steady gusts of the season, and the tide gives us a few more
 decent days of surf, I’ll sit back and relax, and remind myself that life is good.
 For this issue, we stumbled upon several opportunities to remind ourselves of the joys of life in paradise. For our
 cover and main inside spread on page 9, we devoted our pages to sailing, the hallmark sport of the Virgin Islands.
 From the International Rolex Regatta in St Thomas to the Loro Piana Superyacht Regatta in North Sound, and the
 BVI Spring Regatta, this sailing high season once again helped us to showcase our ideal waters and seascapes on an
 international stage.
 Aside from the obvious natural wonders we celebrate today, these islands also give us reasons to recognize
 the past. It’s hard to drive more than a couple of miles in any direction without passing a historic ruin. Many times,
 however, those ruins are overgrown with bush or even bulldozed by landowners who overlook the importance
 of their preservation. But some savvy business owners and restaurateurs have taken advantage of such historic
 relevance. Turn to page 16 to read about how The Sugar Mill and Brandywine Bay Estate restaurants on Tortola, and
 Cocomaya on Virgin Gorda, cherish these foundations with a timeless embrace.
 Follow these pages through to read about an adventurous couple who salvaged water toys that likely came
 from Sir Richard Branson’s Necker Island and turned them into Dick Brano, a ramshackle sailboat that would take
 them partially down the island chain. Writer Traci O’Dea also wrote about the new home for Special Olympics BVI,
 which will now use Bitter End Yacht Club and Virgin Gorda’s North Sound in preparation for next year’s Olympics.
 Before I sign off in June’s issue and embark on my next journey, I’m going to keep Jason’s simple yet important
 words in mind and remember to always ...
 appreciate today.
 e D I t O r ' S L e t t e r , M a y 2 0 1 3
 Virgin islands ProPerty & yacht is published eleven times a year (February, March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October, November, December/January) by aLookingGlass Ltd., Road Reef Plaza 6 and 7, Road Town, Tortola, British Virgin Islands VG1110.
 Copyright 2012 by aLookingGlass Ltd. All pieces reproduced in this issue are under prior copyright by the creators or by the contractual arrangments with their clients. Nothing shown may be reproduced in any form without obtaining the permission of the creators and any other person or company who may have copyright ownership.
 The publisher of Vi Property & yacht, assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of the content placed in its publications. For the avoidance of doubt, aLookingGlass gives no warranty or guarantee in regards to any information placed in its publications.
 Direct all inquiries to:Email: [email protected]: 284-494-7788Fax: 284-494-8777Mail: aLookingGlassPO Box 3895 Sea Cows BayTortola, British Virgin Islands VG1110
 EDiTORiaL aND BuSiNESS OFFiCE: aLookingGlass Ltd., Road Reef Plaza 6 and 7 Road Town, Tortola, British Virgin islands. Web: www.alookingglass.comEmail: [email protected]: 284-494-7788Fax: 284-494-8777Mail to: aLookingGlassPO Box 3895 Sea Cows BayTortola, British Virgin islands VG1110
 “What do you want from me? Life is good.”
 Cover photo of sailing in the BVi Spring Regatta by Todd VanSickle.
 – Jason Smith
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 Property For Sale
 Turtle Bay House: This luxurious 4 Bedroom, 5 Bathroom private home is spectacularly situated right above a gorgeous sand beach on 1.62 acres of prime land....
 US $3,250,000
 Whether you wish to buy, sell, or rent a home, purchase land to build a tropical dream home of your own, or become an investor in a growing and vibrant real estate market, we are here to assist you at every step in the process.
 Overlooking Beautiful Mountain Trunk Bay, Nail Bay, Virgin Gorda
 Pictured from left: Jo Osborne,Bonnie Dougall & Kate Caminada
 Fabulous 3 Bed Home & 1 Bed Guest House on 3 Acres Prime Land!
 US $2,500,000Hawksnest: Luck Hill, Tortola
 Dougall & AssociatesREAL ESTATE BVI
 US $985,000
 Stunning 3 bedroom 4 bathroom. Mediterranean-style home with pool!
 Central Tortola
 QR code generated on http://qrcode.littleidiot.be
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 By Dan O’Connor
 OVER ThE PAST COuPLE OF MONThS, ThE BVI hAS ENJOyED A SuRGE OF REGATTAS DuRING ITS SAILING hIGh SEASON.
 REGATTAWraP-uP
 From the BVI Spring Regatta at Nanny Cay to the International Rolex Regatta inSt Thomas and the Lora Piana Superyacht Regatta at yacht Club Costa Smeralda in North Sound, Virgin Gorda, the territory welcomed sailing enthusiasts from across the globe to compete on our celebrated waters.
 Big boats cut through the bright blues of the Sir Francis Drake Channel during this year’s BVi Spring Regatta. all BViSR photos by Todd VanSickle.
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 A mixture of weather conditions proved both challenging and exciting for racers who powered through big squalls at times and battled with low winds at others. Various classes—from old Tortola Sloops and IC24s to superyachts well over 100 feet in length—competed in a mixed bag of
 events. New to the Virgin Islands this year was the Melegs 32 Series, which made stops at the YCCS in North Sound, Virgin Gorda
 and joined as classes in the BVI Spring Regatta and the St Thomas International Rolex Regatta. The series finished up last month
 at Peter Island Resort. The Melges 32 one-design racing brand attracts an elite crowd of boat owners and teams that travel
 around the globe to compete. Race organizers and sponsors heralded the event as a resounding success that highlighted the
 territory as a premier destination for racing and also helped to stimulate the economy. They also said they hope to welcome the
 series back next year.
 Ominous clouds and vicious squalls provided racers with a thrilling BVI
 Spring Regatta this year. Waves kicked up to two metres and wind speeds
 hit more than 20 knots when a squall darkened the horizon in the Sir Francis
 Drake Channel on the last day of racing. With wet sails, slippery decks and
 the big easterly breeze blowing squalls in off the Atlantic, the last day of
 racing was a thrill ride for competitors.
 In the BVI, the Spring Regatta acts as the pinnacle racing event in the
 territory, bringing racers and visitors from around the globe to participate
 on the water and imbibe in all the pleasures that our piece of paradise
 affords. This year, even though numbers were down from previous years,
 the 42nd annual event brought hundreds of sailors and their friends and
 families to the territory. Although the stormy weather kept some from
 BVI SPRING REGATTA
 above: Superyachts take over North Sound. Photo by Carlo Borenghi; top right: upwind vessels battle during the BViSR; boats compete around the pin at the international Rolex Regatta. all Rolex photos by STYC/ingrid abery. Below: more BViSR action.
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 enjoying the territory’s beaches and sunshine, event organiser Judy Petz
 touted the event as a resounding success.
 The BVI Spring Regatta committee also received praise from the local
 government, and received a “Gold Certificate” from the Sailors for the Sea
 Clean Regattas programme. “I couldn’t believe it,” Petz said of the award,
 which was received because the event is the first carbon neutral regatta
 on the planet. Several years ago, the event introduced a “water bottle
 programme” to help cut back on the use of plastic. They also limited the use
 of paper used and displayed the results on computer screens. The BVISR has
 also established a recycling programme for the event and requires all food
 vendors who attend to use biodegradable cups, containers and cutlery.
 RESuLTS
 BEST BOAT – INTAC (IVB) – IC24
 Jib & Main 1 – Nai’a (USA) – Swan 53
 Jib & Main 2 – Red Stripe/Reba (USA) – C&C 41 CB
 Bareboat 1 – Team Aquaholics/Rossi II (NED) – Moorings 50.5
 Bareboat 2 – Merlin (Klef ) (USA) – Jenneau 41/ Sunsail 41
 Multihull – Triple Jack (BVI) – Trimaran
 Spinnaker Racing 1 – Lazy Dog (PUR) – J 122
 Spinnaker Racing 2 – Windemon (USA) – Tartan 10
 Spinnaker Racing 3 – INTAC (IVB) – Melges 32
 Performance Cruiser 1 – Defiance (IVB) – Marten 49
 Performance Cruiser 2 – Shamrock VII – J95
 IC24 – Island Water World Racing (ISV 40) – IC24
 BVI SPRING REGATTA
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 Satellite Television
 B R I T I S H V I R G I N I S L A N D S
 t +1 284 494 2400 f +1 284 494 5389 [email protected] www.cayelectronics.com
 Call for satellite internet services via VSAT, Inmarsat, Iridium, Globalstar & 4G.
 LORO PIANA SuPERyAChT REGATTA AND RENDEzVOuS
 North Sound, Vigin Gorda, welcomed an awe-inspiring regatta fleet of
 twenty super sailing yachts and seven luxurious motor yachts, berthed in
 YCCS Marina. The third edition of the superyacht regatta was organized
 by Boat International Media and YCCS, and attracted a record number
 of yachts to North Sound. A diverse fleet of modern yachts and elegant,
 classic designs raced under the International Super Yacht Rule, overseen
 by Principal Race Officer Peter Craig and the YCCS Race Committee. In
 this year’s event, the 30.5 metre Wally sloop returned to defend her title
 alongside Jim Clark’s 42m J-Class Hanuman, which took second place in 2012.
 Other returning competitors included the Briande-designed Perini Navi
 39.1mP2, helmed by Gerry Andlinger, as well as 45m fast cruiser Salperton
 and the super sleek 49.7m Zefira, both built by Fitzroy Yachts. An impressive
 display of motor yachts, including Feadship’s 63m Lady Britt, veteran
 participant 46.9m Ingot, Westport’s 39.6m. Resolute and late addition 34.1m
 Chief turned out to follow the fleet and enjoy the mamouth of a regatta.
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 Division A - Salperton IV
 Division B – Bolero
 Divison C – Salperton IV
 RESuLTSLORO PIANA SuPERyAChT REGATTAAND RENDEzVOuS
 Superyachts require crews that often number in the dozens. Photo by Carlo Borenghi. above: the parade of big boats rounds Virgin Gorda. Photo by Jeff Brown.
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 8 OFFSHORE JURISDICTIONS
 GOAL
 For more information, please contact:Michael BurnsManaging Partner - BVI+1 284 852 [email protected]
 applebyglobal.com
 Bermuda British Virgin Islands
 Cayman Islands Guernsey
 Hong Kong
 Isle of Man
 Jersey
 London
 Mauritius
 Seychelles
 Shanghai
 Zurich
 Offshore Legal, Fiduciary and
 Administration Services
 ST ThOMAS INTERNATIONAL ROLEx REGATTA
 The 40th edition of the International Rolex Regatta, which took place
 between March 21-24, saw lower entry numbers than in recent years,
 but that didn’t stop organisers from describing the event as a success.
 Seventy-two international yachts, including crews representing Germany,
 Poland, Russia, Sweeden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom comprised
 competitors in St Thomas.
 Building breezes of 10-15 knots across the three days of racing
 guaranteed a tactically engaging competition. A Melges 32 division featured
 at the International Rolex Regatta for the first time. The Class’s star touch
 was provided by American Ed Baird, ISAF Rolex World Sailor of the Year in
 2007, racing onboard the United States entry Volpe. “At this time of the year
 the Caribbean is certainly the perfect place to be,” said Baird. “While the
 snow is falling in the north and winter is giving everyone a hard time it’s
 very nice to be here where the sun is warm and the weather is good.”
 Baird and Volpe had to settle for fourth place in the ten race series as
 exuberant youth triumphed. Twenty-one-year-old Dalton DeVos and the
 crew on Delta (USA) held their first day lead throughout the competition
 and in securing three bullets saw off a spirited challenge from Jason Carroll’s
 Argo (USA). DeVos, whose cousin Ryan was skipper on Volpe, said, “I am
 extremely excited, this event meant a lot to me. You wonder why you would
 sail anywhere else, the breeze is awesome, weather great and you can’t
 complain about being in the islands.”
 Boats and their crews took to St Thomas waters for a colourful 40th annual international Rolex Regatta. all photos by STYC/ingrid abery.
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 Serving the Caribbean for over 30 Years: Anguilla • Antigua • Aruba • The Bahamas • Bonaire • B.V.I. • Curaçao • Dominica • French AntillesGrenada • Montserrat • Saba • St. Eustatius • St. Kitts & Nevis • St. Lucia • St. Maarten • St. Martin • St. Vincent • Trinidad & Tobago
 284-494-6433 | nagicobvi.com [email protected]
 When you insure your home or property with NAGICO, you get a great discount if you bundle your policy with your vehicle insurance. In addition, if you sign up for our automated payment plan you can save even more. With NAGICO, the savings really add up!
 We’ve Got You Covered!
 V E H I C L E B U S I N E S SM E D I C A L P R O P E R T Y M A R I N E
 Get Two for the Price of Less
 Lupa of London (GBR) – IRC division
 El Ocaso (USA) – CSA Racing 1
 Delta (USA) - Melges 32
 Orion (USA) – IC 24
 SAiLiNG SCHEduLE May 4-5 Race & Cruise to the Bitter End Yacht Club
 May 24-25 Foxy’s Wooden Boat Regatta
 May 28-29 Lowell Wheatley Anegada Pursuit Race & Cruise
 June 22-23 Quantum IC24 International Regatta
 June 29-30 Firecracker 500 Race
 RESuLTSST ThOMAS INTERNATIONALROLEx REGATTA
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 The Virgin Islands benefits from an abundance of historic integrity. Archaeologists have been able to trace settlements in the territory back to second-century Arawak Indians, who traveled to the island archipelago from South America. More recognisable are remnants from the early European settlers, who famously named and developed our islands. Scattered artifacts, wells and ruins from the Spanish, Dutch and British remain from a time of exploration, expeditions and often exploitation.
 HiSTORYa taSte OF
 CocoMaya
 The Sugar Mill Hotel & Restaurant
 Brandywine Estate Restaurant
 By Stephen L France and Dan O’Connor
 From above: CocoMaya and it’s
 beachfront bliss; remains from a
 distillery outside of Sugar Mill;
 Brandywine’s outdoor dining
 atop gun battery ruins. Photos
 by Dan O’Connor and provided
 by respective restaurants.
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 In the BVI, many of these historic reminders line the roads and remain buried in the bush, often overlooked as the treasures they are. But for some local proprietors, these ancient landmarks are a cause for celebration—and wise profiteering. In total, the BVI has 185 potential landmark sites recorded, a number that
 leaves these decorated islands poised to add historical tourism to its list of
 many attractions. In the past, ruins have been bulldozed and built over by
 landowners who did not see the value in a pile of old rubble. But for others,
 like restaurateurs who benefit from the allure of historic antiquity, these
 sites have added enchantment and authenticity to their establishments.
 With these changing times, many travel to these islands to uncover their
 varied little secrets—some of which remain preserved for their perusal. Few
 establishments, like Brandywine Bay Estate, remain to allow patrons to dine
 from a converted patio, previously on the same location as an 18th century
 British gun battery that protected Tortola’s Road Harbour. Across the Sir
 Francis Drake Channel to Virgin Gorda’s Cocomaya, couples are invited to
 dip their feet in the same sugar fine white sands that pirates and privateers
 trudged through in their boots and surveyed the land for treasure drop
 locations. At Apple Bay’s Sugar Mill Restaurant, patrons can dine at the same
 refurbished ruins that were at one time used by the Dutch as a lucrative
 production point. With the right combination of beauty and enchantment,
 it’s easy to see how wise restaurateurs have benefited off of the Virgin
 Islands’ inherent bounties.
 From sea, Cocomaya exudes a dominating presence
 within Virgin Gorda’s dramatic boulder-laden beachfront.
 Three tall, thatched roofs supported by wooden pillars
 thick as tree trunks open into a sophisticated, open-air
 interior. Its modern design and chic ambiance attract
 residents and visitors with a preference for beachside
 lounging and dining the way it’s meant to be done. Few,
 however, may be aware that the recently renovated
 property was at one time a likely refuge for either Dutch
 or Spanish settlers and rogue pirates looking for a place to stash their booty.
 During my last visit to the beachside restaurant, I sat with owners Aaron
 Seddon and Kim Takeuchi over lunch to discuss the property’s storied past. I
 sipped on a refreshing blonde Maredsous beer out of a frosty chalice as we
 enjoyed a steady breeze underneath the covered dining area. I looked over
 the white sand beach and island-speckled seascape and thought to myself
 that the only thing I may have in common with the pirates and early settlers
 of Virgin Gorda is the unchanging view and the style of my beer craft.
 During the excavation phase of Cocomaya’s construction, Aaron
 explained that he quickly learned that the foundation they were laying
 would sit on the same grounds occupied by some of the Virgin Islands
 first residents. He has since collected a small treasure trove of old artifacts,
 Aaron has collected a small treasure trove of old artifacts, including a smoking pipe, some pots and cups, and a canon ball.
 CocoMaya: Atop a Wondrous history
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 including smoking pipes, some pots and cups, and a canon ball.
 In the parking lot, an old well still stands as a reminder of a younger Virgin
 Gordian’s primary fresh water source. Some longtime locals believe the well
 was first to service most of the island during the time of Spanish control
 around the 15th to 17th century. Although, after speaking with historian Dr
 Mitch Kent, I discovered that there really isn’t much known about the land where
 CocoMaya now sits. Today, the land acts as a home for local legend.
 As we toured the property, we stopped to speak with some Virgin Gorda
 residents and a taxi driver outside of the restaurant who told us about his
 version of the legend. Many born on Virgin Gorda, the taxi man said, believe
 Own a Catamaran andLive your dream
 New and Pre-owned CatamaransSail and Power
 VOYAGE charters BVI Yacht Sales
 Sopers Hole Marina, Frenchman’s CayPhone: +1 284 346 5507 / 284 494 0740
 Email: [email protected]
 (Size Range 44 ft - 60 ft)
 Contact our Yacht Sales specialists for further
 information on the VOYAGE yacht
 ownership programme
 strongly that plundering pirates used the property to bury their treasure. I
 peered across the spacious blend of flatland, foliage and rocky terrain and
 pictured a pirate marking his hidden treasure with a fallen coconut. Beyond
 the courtyard, through a maze of granite boulder trails, a neighbouring Fort
 George also reminds guests that history is only at arm’s length. Today, the
 restaurant’s open courtyard near the entrance acts as an inviting natural
 amphitheater for live music and outdoor lounging. The taxi driver’s belief
 of buried booty could be just legend, but I choose to believe that fiction is
 oftentimes more fun than fact.
 We returned from our tour of the property to enjoy our scrumptious fare
 and beachside breeze. I indulged with a vegetarian bean burger on fresh
 bread made from naan and continued in conversation about what sort of
 storied past could have existed beneath our very feet. Was the cannonball
 fired from Spanish galleons seeking revenge against plundering pirates? Did
 the beachfront exist as a quiet community for Dutch settlers, or possibly a
 bustling harbour for Spanish Town? As we imbibed in the ambiance of the
 rustic yet refined setting, it was easy to get lost in all that is beautiful and
 enchanting about the Virgin Islands.
 Contact Details: (284) 495 6344 www.cocomayarestaurant.com
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 The Sugar Mill is a hospitable haven renowned for its Caribbean cuisine, warm
 ambiance and distinguished architectural character, steeped in BVI history.
 I met proprietor Jinx Morgan over drinks at the restaurant with the gentle
 ambience of Apple Bay’s sea washing against the coast. During the purchase
 of the establishment, she said, her wish was to fuse fresh Caribbean
 ingredients with a Californian influence, creating the dining experience that
 has consistently won praise and acknowledgement from Trip Advisor and
 Caribbean Travel & Life. On my first guided tour, I was attracted to Sugar
 Mill’s physical character, defined by its family-feel and unique museum-like
 aesthetics, exhibiting a segment of the BVI’s profound and varied history.
 Jinx informed me that the original sugar mill dates back to 1640, during the
 height of rum trading. The present location of the hotel is on the site of a former
 distillery that would have served the immediate hillside area of Apple Bay.
 The circular swimming pool, situated in the centre of what would have been the original animal mill round used for sugar production.
 As we passed through the main dining room, Jinx pointed to the vats on
 the western end of the building, noting that the room previously served as
 the distillery’s boiling house. Our trip took us outside, where large, lively
 trees and bright, tropical flora line the property. There, Jinx directed my
 attention to the circular swimming pool, situated in the centre of what
 would have been the original animal mill round used for sugar production.
 In reference to the cane crushing procedure, renowned architect Jon
 Osman, who designed much of the old mill’s hotel and restaurant refit,
 noted that evidence of original machinery from the distillery currently sits
 near the property’s entrance. Osman’s prominent style is often spotted by
 his use of local granite, existing masonry and ruins on the property. Sugar
 Mill is a shining example of his handiwork.
 It is interesting historical points like this that add an academic allure
 to The Sugar Mill restaurant – as guests dine they are sitting in a genuine
 spectacle of BVI history.
 Contact Details: (284) 495 4355 www.sugarmillhotel.com
 The Sugar Mill hotel & Restaurant: A Sweet Past
 www.housebvi.com
 Everything you need to make your house a
 home...
 Located next to Tico and HIHO,Wickhams Cay 2, Tortola, BVI
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On Tortola’s Southern coast, overlooking the Sir Francis Drake Channel,
 Brandywine Estate Restaurant sits on an important but often overlooke
 BVI landmark.
 Having the pleasure of visiting the restaurant, I have often enjoyed the
 chilled garden lounge reception with its soothing breeze and epic views
 from St John to Virgin Gorda before indulging the Mediterranean bistro
 dining experience accommodated by Chef Regis Bourdon and Manager
 Claudine Pearson. Approaching its third decade of business, the restaurant
 has consistently benefited from its artistic ambiance and fresh, open-air
 atmosphere, which serenades the senses.
 Regis and Claudine, who took over the restaurant last year and
 celebrated their first anniversary on March 16 2013, divulged that they
 are situated in an elusive BVI historical landmark—elusive because many
 are unaware of the history and building’s significance while enjoying a
 luxurious dinner. According to Claudine, who noted that the estate was a
 private home into the 1930s, the history can be traced back further.
 Many are unaware of the history and building’s significance while enjoying a luxurious dinner.
 Brandywine Estate Restaurant: Defenders of Fine Dining
 HLSCC Professor and historian Dr Mitch Kent informed me that
 Brandywine Estate was originally named Fort Abraham. A report on the
 Virgin Island’s fortifications that dates back to 1801 describes the building
 as being built by the British and used as the principal defense to ward off
 primarily French invaders.
 While sipping a mojito or enjoying tuna tartar el fresco, one might
 overlook the old lined mortar in the walls of the tented outdoor seating
 area. This is the section where the gun battery sat to guard Road Harbour as
 the capital port’s last line of defense.
 So, when enjoying an innovative cocktail or a filet of beef topped with
 foe gras and decorated in a truffle sauce, remember to pay homage to Fort
 Abraham and the defenders who permitted this fine dining experience.
 Contact Details: (284) 495 2301 www.brandywinerestaurant.com
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 Smiths Gore opened its office in the British Virgin Islands in 1965. The firm was established in the UK in 1845 and currently operates from 26 offices.
 “Tis not too late to seek another world” –Tennyson
 British Virgin IslandsBritannic Hall, P.O. Box 135, Road Town, TortolaVirgin Gorda Yacht Harbour, Virgin Gorda T 1(284) 494 2446 E [email protected]
 United Kingdom17-18 Old Bond Street, London W1S 4PTT +44 (0) 207 290 1616 E [email protected]
 Golden Pavilion at Little Bay, Tortola
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hose of us vested in the interior design industry are noticing a large movement
 toward nautical influences on décor—especially here in one of the sailing capitals
 of the world. It is classic, timeless and translates so well to Caribbean living. Here
 are few simple tips to incorporate this new trend and make any home shipshape.
 Tie it up: Old, weathered rope can create visual interest and used in so many
 different applications. Rope can be coiled into a large clear glass hurricane for
 an unusual centerpiece. Monkey fist doorstops, as they’re referred to, are both
 attractive and practical. Rope can be used to enhance ice buckets, picture frames,
 throw cushions, and much more. Try to select a few different pieces to create a story.
 Red, white and blue: When choosing a colour scheme for your new nautical
 look, stick to the classics: fire engine red, crisp white and navy blue. Bold
 stripes—great for cushions, rugs or beach towels—are all perfectly on trend and
 easy to add to any existing style.
 Chart a course: Nautical charts can be framed as artwork or, if you are feeling a
 bit more adventurous, use them to decoupage chest of drawers, coffee tables and
 chests. As an alternative colour palette, try picking up the calming soft blues and
 greens found in nautical charts to decorate bathrooms and bedrooms.
 Life’s a beach: Including elements from the beach can pull the nautical theme
 together. We love large glass hurricanes and vases filled with sand, shells or
 starfish. Also, unusual pieces of driftwood can be given a new lease of life as a
 unique centerpiece or, when interspersed with candles and hung from a ceiling,
 a new twist on the traditional chandelier.
 Recycle and Reuse: Making environmentally
 friendly choices has never been so easy when
 presented with the fantastic selection of bags,
 plant pots and throw cushions that have
 been made from old ships sails. Also, look
 out for old cleats, shackles and pulleys—they
 look fabulous and can be used as hooks or
 paperweights. On Tortola, check out Nutmeg
 Designs for a fabulous selection of recycled items.
 The nautical theme is a fabulous way to update
 any style and will be a trend that remains
 popular for years to come. Ahoy!
 By Kate Henderson and Fran Morrell, House BVI
 22 VI PROPERTY & YACHT Published by aLookingGlass Ltd.
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 What better way to keep a beverage cool and frothy as you
 take in all the views than with a Tervis Tumbler in hand.
 Offered in many sizes and color combinations, these tumblers
 are insulated and have a lifetime warranty. Also, accessorize
 with available lids for taking your bevvie on the go.
 Exclusively at Cane Garden Bay Surfboard Co., located in the
 Christopher Building in Road Town. 494-5423.
 Tortola Tumblers
 What better way to kick back and enjoy the day than in
 cushy Rattan or Viro Fiber furniture? Durability meets deluxe
 with this outdoor patio furniture.
 Sold at Tropical Home Furnishings, located in Fish Bay.
 Call 494-1300 or visit www.tropicalhomebvi.com
 Grab a Seat. Relax!
 This portable reclaimed wood butler stand is a great piece
 to create additional service space outdoors. Put it to use as
 anything from a bar to a side table for appetizers or next to
 your BBQ for extra counter space while cooking.
 The tray is removable and base doubles as suitcase stand.
 Starting at $350. Contact Nutmeg Designs
 in Wickhams Cay II at 494-9151.
 Butler for Your BBQ
 Get your grill master on with one of
 many of these high performance but
 easy-to-use grills from Weber.
 Don’t miss the next opportunity to fire
 up a party with your family and friends.
 Find them at CTL Home Center in Pasea
 Estate; call 284-494-2359 or visit www.
 ctlbvi.com for more information.
 Oh My Grill!
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 By Clive Petrovic
 Building a house, or any other type of project in the BVI, requires approval from
 the Planning Authority. The process is not difficult but does require following the
 guidelines prepared by the Town and Country Planning Department. The basic
 procedure has been described in previous articles.
 a LIMIteD eNVIrONMeNtaL IMPaCt aSSeSSMeNtTHE EiA PROCESS
 The first step in getting permission to build is submitting a planning
 application and an Environmental Screening Form. Very often this is
 followed by a meeting with the T&CP where the project is presented
 and various issues are discussed. The information is then used by the
 T&CP to determine the level of impact assessment necessary and to
 draft the Terms of Reference to guide the EIA.
 A proposal is categorized as A, B, or C. Category A projects are
 considered likely to have significant and complex impacts on the
 biological environment, the socio-economic conditions, or other
 factors. Such projects will require a full EIA with specific mitigation
 measures and a public hearing. Examples would include a marina,
 hotel or other large project, or one in a sensitive habitat. Category A
 projects will be considered in more detail in future articles.
 Category B projects are generally considered less complex and
 smaller, though they may still have some adverse environmental
 impacts. A good example would be a single family residence
 on an acre of land not near a sensitive habitat. Such a project
 will generally require a Limited EIA in a simplified form with less
 information than would be necessary in a Category A designation.
 A project that is considered low impact with no significant
 adverse effects may be a Category C with no assessment required.
 For the average individual wanting to construct their dream villa
 on a small parcel overlooking the sea, a Category B assessment will
 usually be necessary.
 Before embarking on the Limited EIA process, a few preliminary
 steps must be taken. Obviously, identifying the land and working
 with your architect is the first step. A preliminary environmental
 Overlooking Road Town and its lush
 hillsides. Photo by Dan O’Connor.
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 audit will also help reduce problems in the future. While preparing the
 planning application and ESF, it is also a good idea to request a Hazard &
 Vulnerability Assessment from the Department of Disaster Management.
 Such an assessment should be requested for all projects. The HVA is useful
 in evaluating risks from earthquake, tsunami, and flooding. It will also
 provide geological data on land stability, slope characteristics and related
 factors. The HVA is intended to help safeguard life and property in the event
 of unexpected natural disasters.
 The format of the limited EIA and the type of information required will
 be guided by the ToR that results from the ESF and meetings with the
 planners. While each set is specific to the project, there are some general
 expectations for a Category B assessment.
 The Limited EIA report usually begins with a project description and
 location and methodology used in collecting the data for the assessment.
 The project study limits will identify the extent of the direct and indirect
 impacts associated with the project. This will include adjacent environments
 that may be affected.
 A significant portion of the report will focus on the existing
 environmental conditions. This will form the baseline description of the
 habitats. Both the physical and biological components must be considered.
 In addition to the obvious description of the flora and fauna, you will
 usually be required to provide information on geology, soils, and drainage
 characteristics that may be prone to erosion. Other factors, such as visual
 impacts, noise, or dust may be addressed in the report. Depending on the
 location, the ToR may require data on rare species, cultural resources, traffic
 issues and socio-economic conditions. While the list of topics may seem
 long, the amount and detail required is usually limited.
 The ToR will usually include a section on alternatives to the project. This
 essentially asks for a justification of the location selected and the project
 option chosen. A comparison to other possible options and the impacts of
 each will help the planning authority understand the reasons
 for the proposal.
 A prediction of potential impacts during each stage of the project forms
 an important part of the assessment. This should distinguish between
 positive and negative, short-term and long-term impacts and should be
 quantified where possible.
 Mitigation measures should be proposed to address negative impacts
 and suggest reasonable options to reduce impacts. An Environmental
 Management and Monitoring Plan should encompass the mitigation
 measures and provide a framework to guide the construction so the
 negative consequences may be reduced or avoided.
 The Limited EIA Form covers many of the issues of concern in a summary
 format that allows quick and easy review. This form is usually attached to
 the final report.
 While all this may seem a bit
 confusing and daunting, it is
 actually quite structured and easy
 to follow. Much of the necessary
 information in the Limited EIA will
 be contained in the appendices
 to the report. In the end, you
 may have a document of two or
 three hundred pages. It may seem
 big, but it will contain all the
 information the authority needs to
 properly understand your proposal. Equally important is the guidance it will
 give as you move forward with your plans. The goal is to help you build your
 dream house while protecting the beauty you came here to enjoy.
 While all this may seem a bit confusing and daunting, it is actually quite structured and
 easy to follow.
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Relying on the kindness of strangers-
 Cruising yachtsmen generally pride themselves
 on being rational—seamanlike—controlling risk and
 preparing for worst-case outcomes. Not surprisingly,
 a lot of this careful planning requires a bulging
 wallet—Epirbs and GPS devices don’t come cheap.
 Then there are the storm sails and the foul-weather
 gear and all kinds of safety equipment. Many a sailor
 has found him- or herself stuck to a dock preparing for
 the distant day when lines are to be cast off, the long-
 held dream put into reality. Then there are people like
 Moon Matheu and Ben Pike.
 This enterprising couple decided to go in a different direction and
 to build a boat from other people’s junk. Starting with an old beach
 cat they found in Road Town and which had originally come from Sir
 Richard Branson’s Necker Island. Naming the boat Dick Brano in his
 honour, Ben and Moon dragged the hulls of the Hobie cat to St Martin
 behind a friend’s boat. There, camping on a beach, they met some
 local kids who introduced them to their
 parents. These new friends fed Ben
 and Moon and provided the fittings
 and sails their fledgling vessel would
 need to sail the Caribbean all the way
 to Venezuela. “We’re in love with
 meeting people,” Guatemalan-born
 Moon told me recently. “All sorts
 of people helped us to make our
 dream a reality.”
 “All sorts of people helped
 us to make our dream a
 reality.”
 By David BlacklockPhoto by David Blacklock
 www.vipropertyyacht.com May 2013 27
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Leaving St. Martin with a few bags and chests stowed on DickBrano, the intrepid couple sailed south with nothing more than a compass and a cruising guide, circa 1990. “We would just sail all day and one of us would point and say ‘There’s land over there,’” Moon told me. The boat was easily dragged up on a beach
 and the tent pitched for the night. Looking at the instructions for Montserrat, “the guide said ‘Go to Plymouth’”, Ben said. “So we did.” Unfortunately, rather than finding a bustling capital city, as described in their guidebook, they found an eerily deserted landscape, the result of the devastating eruption in 1995. “We ended up camping in the Red Zone, which was amazing, with the whole place shaking and rumbling from the volcano,” Moon remembered.
 Whilst they had registered the beach cat via the UK’s Small Ships Registry, the paperwork hadn’t arrived in St Martin in time for their departure. “We just wrote Moon’s mum’s birthdate as the registration number. Everyone just stamped the
 documents and sent us on our way,” laughed Ben. “A four-meter yacht doesn’t add up, does it?” After a mishap in Guadeloupe wherein the boat rolled and all their gear got lost or damaged—a drybag with their computers and other valuable gear took on water and the
 electronics were soaked and no longer operable—Ben and Moon dragged everything up on the beach to begin rebuilding. “We did the whole trip based on people’s generosity,” Ben said. “We didn’t have any money and we didn’t speak French, so things were different in Guadeloupe. We couldn’t explain what we were doing or what we needed.” He thinks there must have been a newspaper report or something similar. “Soon, people just started showing up and bringing us stuff.” Moon remembers that “Everyone was either really angry at us or really happy for us. Either way, they came and helped. People just showed up with material and fixed the boat.” She said the most commonly donated items were life jackets.
 “We did the whole trip based on people’s generosity.”
 28 VI PROPERTY & YACHT Published by aLookingGlass Ltd.
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Montserrat to Guadeloupe: 53 miles -95km
 Guadeloupe to The Saints: 10 miles-18km
 The Saints to Dominica: 20 miles-36km
 Dominica to Martinique: 26 miles-46km
 Martinique to St. Lucia: 26 miles-46km
 St. Lucia to St. Vincent: 39 miles-70km
 St. Vincent to Grenadines: 10 miles -18km
 St. Vincent to Grenadines: 10 miles -18km
 Grenadines to Grenada: 22 miles -39km
 Grenada to Venezuela: 90 miles -162km
 “Ignorance is bliss,” Moon now says. “We had no idea what we
 were doing, but we ask people for help and they give it to us. People
 sometimes think we are hippies and we just bum our way around the
 world, but we work really hard at it. We care about the environment
 and we don’t drink or smoke and we take care of ourselves. Ben is
 from the U.K. and I’m from Guatemala. We’re
 both so different and still we succeed. Our journey
 has inspired others to go and have their
 own adventures.”
 Their next objective? Driving a dune buggy
 across Europe and through Russia. “We want to
 visit every country in Europe,” Ben says. I’m
 sure that they will. The one thing still left to do
 is to meet Richard Branson. “We named Dick
 Brano after him in gratitude,” says Ben, “and
 we’d like to thank him in person.”
 At the moment, the couple’s jewelry and
 woven footwear and other art pieces are
 featured at Aragorn’s Studio
 in Trellis Bay.
 The adventure is documented in their blog:
 dickbrano.blogspot.com
 “Our journey has inspired
 others to go and have their
 own adventures.”
 30 VI PROPERTY & YACHT Published by aLookingGlass Ltd.
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Montserrat to Guadeloupe: 53 miles -95km
 Guadeloupe to The Saints: 10 miles-18km
 The Saints to Dominica: 20 miles-36km
 Dominica to Martinique: 26 miles-46km
 Martinique to St. Lucia: 26 miles-46km
 St. Lucia to St. Vincent: 39 miles-70km
 St. Vincent to Grenadines: 10 miles -18km
 St. Vincent to Grenadines: 10 miles -18km
 Grenadines to Grenada: 22 miles -39km
 Grenada to Venezuela: 90 miles -162km
 Restaurant Hotel Gift Shop Spa Live Music
 On the beach, in beautiful
 Sunset Happy Hour
 Everyday from 5-7pmFor Reservations
 284.495.9649
 Serving Lighthearted Mediterranean fare with flair.
 foxy’s taboo Diamond Cay. Jost Van Dyke . BVI. VHF Channel 16 Tel: 1 (284) 340 9258
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 Get out on the water and live the real BVI with a Moorings Day Sail! Choose a beautiful Moorings catamaran with skipper to sail you to the anchorages of your choice, or choose a fully crewed yacht with skipper & chef serving a 3 course lunch. Sail, swim, snorkel and enjoy beach bars and restaurants. Perfect for Tortola visitors, or residents wanting an escape for the day!
 The Best Sailing Vacations In The World!Call: (284)494.2331 Email: [email protected]
 BVI VISITORS I FAMILY REUNIONS I SPECIAL OCCASION I CORPORATE ENTERTAINMENT
 YOUR PRIVATE YACHT FOR THE DAY!WITH SKIPPER OR FULL CREW
 MooringsHalfPg BVIPY.indd 1 9/23/11 3:16 PM
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“We understand the true value of a home in the Islands”
 R A K UC R O O K B A Y$ 5 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0
 T H E R E E F S A T B A L L A S T B A Y
 $ 1 , 9 5 0 , 0 0 0
 Brand new architect’s home marries contemporary luxury with Caribbean comfort.
 D O S S O L S V I L L AL E V E R I C K B A Y
 $ 1 , 9 9 5 , 0 0 0
 Walk to the beach from this fabulous 4 bedroom home with pool. Simply stunning views of North Sound!
 B R E E Z E H A V E N$ 8 9 5 , 0 0 0
 U n d e r $ 1 m
 G U N P O I N TS M U G G L E R S C O V E
 $ 4 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0
 5.5 acre historic, waterfront Estate located at Smuggler’s Cove beach. 5 bed home.
 THE HANDSOME BEACH HOUSE$ 5 2 5 , 0 0 0
 A delightful 2 bed cottage right on the beach at Handsome Bay. Calling out to be expanded!
 S E A W A T C H , V G$ 6 5 0 , 0 0 0
 Lovely 3 bedroom villa with wonderful ocean views, breezes & awesome boulders!
 S T R O H H A U ST O W E R S
 $ 1 , 4 9 5 , 0 0 0
 Immaculate 3 bed villa in private, gated estate. Views simply breathtaking!
 Nanny Cay is Tortola’s flagship marina with berths for 180 yachts, full service boatyard,
 pool, restaurants, shops, beach etc. Nanny Cay Village - 32 waterfront townhouses with
 docks - is nestled within this thriving marina. Finished to the highest standards, these 2
 & 3 bedroom homes are for sale turn key, fully furnished if required. Guaranteed marina
 berths available for larger boats. Competitive, entirely optional rental program available.
 N A N N Y C A Y M A R I N A F R O M $ 8 5 0 , 0 0 0
 D ’ A R C Y ’ S R U N A W A Y S P R I N G B A Y$ 2 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0
 2 acres 3 bedrooms. Walk to Spring Bay Beach. Beautiful stonework, boulders and views.
 www.coldwellbankerbvi.com (284) 495 3000 www.bvivillarental.com [email protected] our offices at Nanny Cay Marina, Tortola, or Spanish Town, Virgin Gorda
 S AT O R I V I L L A SM A H O E B AY$ 2 , 9 5 0 , 0 0 0
 4 bed main home, 2 bed guest home. Glorious views. Short stroll from fantastic beach
 L A V I D AN A I L B A Y
 $ 5 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0
 New build contemporary 5 bedroom home on the beach with large infinity pool.
 19 room custom beachfront home. No other BVI home finished to this standard.
 A Q U A M A R EM A N G O B A Y$ 1 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
 Three 8,000sqft beachfront Villas. Setting a new stan-dard for luxury in the BVI
 T H E R I C E H O U S E$ 6 9 5 , 0 0 0
 Delightful island cottage on Spyglass Hill. 3 beds, pool, great neighbourhood.
 A N A T O L AL I T T L E B A Y$ 1 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0
 Delightful 4 bed home, short stroll from Tortola’s most romantic beach.
 Two 3 bed homes with pool for the price of one! Outstanding views at Havers.
 R E A L E S T A T E B V I
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 Story by Stephen L. France; photography by David thomas
 The boats exhibit a mixture of vibrant colors.
 I t was a typically beautiful Sunday afternoon: The sun graced us with waves of caressing heat, the sky was an azure blue found in epic landscape paintings and the roads were so clear it seemed we had the island all to ourselves.
 ith the top down in our jeep, I toured the islands with my friends in familiar fashion. Our designated driver told us about weekly speedboat racing found at Brandywine Bay; curiosity influenced our group’s decision to visit this interesting spectacle. Upon entering the area, a line of people at the edge of the
 bay, armed with remote controllers, stood like focused soldiers,
 staring at the water. It took a slight change of my direction to
 see where everyone’s concentration lay. My immediate thought
 was that the multi-coloured vessels speeding around the bay’s
 water were like miniature versions of the whacky and extravagant
 boats found in the BVI Poker Run. Vessels ranging from 45 to 60
 inches dashed around the water at incredible speeds.
 Talking to David Thomas–a long-standing fan and organiser
 of the boat racing–I discovered that this hobby has been
 running in the BVI for about 25 years, supporting the
 territory’s great passion for boats.
 “As you may or may not know, people in the BVI love boats—
 especially speed boats,” said the organiser. “Back then people
 used to run nitro boats, which used nitro-methane fuel. I got
 involved in R/C boat racing around 20 years ago. About 10
 years ago, people started using gasoline engines. Yes, regular
 pump gas, and it continues to this day.”
 The intensity in the R/C boat racers’ faces as they sped their
 boats around the bay, and the amount of people present at
 the occasion was impressive. Clearly, the hobby provides
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 you do it?” said David in reference to the prearranged racing and different
 classes of boats they run which include Monos, Cats and Twins.
 As an exciting and popular hobby in the BVI, everyone should take the
 chance to watch on Sunday and if feeling sufficiently audacious, invest in
 the action. The R/C speed boats are certainly a testament to the passion the
 BVI community has for sea vessels.
 The racing is open to the public and is a weekly Sunday event at Brandywine Bay.
 great amusement which was evident in many competitors’ expressions. “It’s
 my stress relief from a busy work week even when the boats are giving trouble,”
 said David. “It’s great to figure it out and go and win the next race. The one thing
 that has remained, is the fun of friendly competition, and the joy on the faces of
 spectators seeing how fast the boats really are. You got to love it.”
 As an observer, I was guilty of that joy, standing mesmerized by the sheer
 velocity that these boats exhibit. The speed of the boats is so wild that the
 choice of location that the racers host every Sunday—
 Brandywine Bay—is a compromise of both safety and
 satisfaction for the racers. “We tried several beaches: Cane
 Garden Bay, Brewers Bay,” said David. “The problem with
 the beaches is that it’s a safety problem because you
 always have swimmers in the water and the speeds that
 these boats go at…God forbid if one is hit, it could be
 very serious or fatal.”
 The racing is open to the public and is a weekly Sunday
 event at Brandywine bay with organised races occurring every
 six weeks between locations in the BVI and USVI.
 “The initial purpose was just for bragging rights among the
 guys. But after guys saw how much fun organised racing is
 and the camaraderie between the competitors, why wouldn’t
 This hobby has been running in the BVI for about 25 years,
 supporting the territory’s great passion for boats.
 Two boats dart across the water at aggressive speeds.
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 Alternative Energy Systems
 = 10 MW Solar Power
 = 5 MW Solar Power
 ALTERNATIVE ENERGYRESOURCES
 = 10 MW Solar Power
 = 5 MW Wind Power = 1 Million (gal) annual savings
 $75 MillionDiesel Savings
 $17.5 Million Diesel Savings
 We are here
 = 1Million gal
 = 5 Million gal
 = 500 K gal
 $15 Millon13.5 million gal diesel 2004
 $140 Million26.5 million gal diesel
 2020
 2030
 $90 Million19.5 million gal diesel
 2012$36 Million14.5 million gal diesel
 DIESEL FUEL BVI annual consumption
 +1.284.494.1478 [email protected]
 RENE WABLE ENERGY • ABUNDANT • SUSTAINABLE • INDEPENDENT • A CARIBBEAN SOLUTION
 Al l figures are approx imat ions based on 2004 data . Oi l pr ic ing assumpt ions based on data f rom www.e ia .gov
 When will we choose the right path?
 Learn more at www.aesbvi.com
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 Story by traci O’Dea; photos by Yacht Shots BVI
 Bramble contacted him about helping him source a hand-cycle for Joel
 Jean-Baptiste. Instead of merely helping Colin find a cycle, Geoff donated
 his own. “Achilles [International] donated it to me, so now I’m donating it to
 them,” he said. He was also pleased to be able to donate a second hand-
 pedaled cycle to paraplegic athlete Akeel Burrows. During the dedication
 ceremony, Geoff said, “You cannot change the past; you can only move
 forward, so put the bikes to good use.” Akeel and Joel were then instructed
 on the use of the cycles by Geoff and BSAFE Director Chris Ghiorse who
 later led races around Bitter End’s paths for the hand-cycles and additional
 bicycles that he’d brought over from Tortola.
 This April, Bitter End yacht Club welcomed Special Olympics BVI to their new home in the North Sound of Virgin Gorda with a celebration that consisted of a
 dedication ceremony, games, food, a fashion show, an acoustic set by Quito
 Rhymer, and a live auction to raise money for the cause.
 One of the highlights of the event was the dedication of two hand-pedaled
 racing cycles to two paraplegic BVI athletes. Paralympian Geoffrey Kennedy
 of Puerto Rico, who grew up in the BVI, donated two of his cycles in a
 ceremony that was attended by Special Olympics athletes, coaches, family,
 friends, sponsors, and Ninth District Representative Ralph O’Neal and his
 wife. Geoff said that his relationship with the program began when Colin
 In the February issue of Virgin Islands Property & yacht, I wrote about the closing of the BVI Watersports Centre in Manuel Reef which, at the time, housed Special Olympics BVI. While directors and board members assured me that SOBVI would continue despite the centre’s closure, they could not announce the new location of the athletic program.
 The welcoming site of SOBVi’s new home at the Bitter End Yacht Club.
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 ”“
 After the ceremony, while kids snacked on boxed lunches, played bocce,
 and frolicked in the shallow waters surrounding BEYC, I chatted with Bitter
 End’s Chief Operating Officer Sandra Grisham-Clother and Resort Manager
 Mary Jo Ryan about the installation of Special Olympics BVI at their resort
 and marina. “There is a great synergy between what we do and what they
 do,” Sandra said. “Our tagline is fun, and we love what the Special Olympics
 is doing; they are bringing fun to people who like to have fun.” The adults
 and children around us were certainly enjoying themselves in the sun or
 under the shaded gazebo. “It has brought a new energy to Bitter End as
 well. We’ve gotten goosebumps all over again,” she added. When I asked
 about the difficulties of athletes from Tortola getting over to Bitter End,
 Sandra told me that they have made arrangements with the North Sound
 Express to ferry the athletes over when they want to train. Sandra further
 explained that the presence of the athletes engages everyone at the resort.
 The attitude of inclusion, established by SOBVI National Director Alison
 Knights Bramble and her husband Colin Bramble, has extended at Bitter End
 to include the staff and guests. “The guests love it,” she said and mentioned
 that guests have already made donations to Special Olympics BVI, simply
 due to the program’s presence at BEYC.
 It has brought a new energy to the Bitter End ... We’ve gotten goosebumps all over again.—Sandra Grisham-Clothier
 Youngsters wade in warm North Sound waters. Below: Ninth District Representative Ralph O’Neal (right) speaks to SOBVi supporters and participants.
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T: (284)494-1800 | F: (284)494-1803
 E: [email protected] | www.paintfactory.com
 Easy access via Port Purcell Roundabout, Tortola – in between Tool Town and Tortola Carpets, Ample Parking!
 Authorized Dealers
 Products made specifically for tropical climates
 Superior products and equipment - always stocked
 Largest inventory in the BVI
 Quantity and contractor discounts
 Efficient and reliable
 Consistent color matching
 We’re certified paint consultants!
 Paint for your climate.PPG
 ®
 Alison Knights Bramble expressed her elation at the move to BEYC. “They
 have been amazingly enthusiastic and welcoming,” she said. “Let’s face it;
 it’s the best place to sail in the Virgin Islands, so I think Special Olympics BVI
 have landed on their feet.” The sailing team has five crewed boats on which
 to sail, including three Wayfarer dinghies recently refurbished with funds
 provided by Digicel, and is beginning to establish a regular routine of going
 up to Bitter End once a week, she said, and she hopes to start alternating
 between Saturdays and Sundays, allowing the team to compete against
 Bitter End guests during their club racing on Sunday mornings. Other than
 their training, Alison also said she hopes to find the atheletes a regional
 event where the team can compete in 2014. “I don’t like leaving it for four
 years between going off island to compete. They have to go to events; they
 have to race. It doesn’t necessarily need to be Special Olympics organized.
 It can be RYA organized.” But her eyes are still focused on the next Special
 Olympics World Summer Games in Los Angeles in 2015.
 The event raised approximately $4000 for Special Olympics BVI, thanks to
 donations, a book sale, a dice game sponsored by LIME, and a live auction.
 “It was such a fantastic affair,” said Colin Bramble, “the best we’ve pulled off
 so far, and it was so good to see Geoff Kennedy come over and support and
 mentor our future athletes.” Sandra said that she looks forward to Bitter End
 Yacht Club hosting more fundraising events for SOBVI in the future.
 Left: kids being kids on paddleboards; right: Green Vi pieces made specially for the event.
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 DRAKES TRADERS
 We guarantee the quality and reliability of our products and customer service.
 The ACE Hardware store at Drakes Traders is the ultimate one-stop shop for all your home improvement and maintenance needs. Not in the store? No problem. We can bring in any ACE product.
 Lawn and Garden
 Outdoor Living
 Electrical & Lighting
 Tools
 Power Tools
 Hardware
 Paints & Sealers
 Pool
 Fishing
 Home improvement
 And many more!
 Visit our showroom located at Fish Bay, Tortola
 (284) 494 3282 | [email protected] | www.drakestraders.com
 Est. 1984.
 By Steve Fox, Managing Director, OBMI BVI
 Rocking Roofs
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 Visit our lively resort community and enjoy
 unsurpassed watersports, sailing, and activities for
 every member of your family in the spectacular BVI.
 284.494.2746
 www.beyc.com
 experience a Caribbean watersports vacation like no other
 Come ashore!
 BITTER END YACHT CLUB
 NORTH SOUND, VIRGIN GORDA, BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS
 PRoVISIoNING and SHOPPInG
 wATeRSPoRTS and aCTIVITIES
 oPeN AIR DINING and EnTErTaInmEnT
 The primary funcTion of a home is To provide shelTer. and, arguably, The mosT imporTanT aspecT of The envelope ThaT provides This shelTer is The roof. yes, iT keeps ouT The rain, buT also—criTical To caribbean living—gives proTecTion from The inTense sun and heaT.
 In designing any building, particularly a home, the planning and
 configuration of the roofs is critical for many reasons, both functional
 and aesthetic.
 A strategy for the arrangement of the roofs needs to be
 incorporated into the design inception. It’s not enough to simply
 plan out the rooms—the designer needs to develop a unique vision
 for the relationships of the three dimensional volumes and spaces,
 the site topography, and the structure of the building envelope. The
 decision of what kind of roof type to adopt will determine the feel and
 character of the rooms, and is a major factor in defining the external
 presence and massing of the building.
 There are an infinite number of possible roof types, from the most
 common and basic: hipped, gabled, mono-pitched or flat to variants
 of the basic types such as mansard, half-hip and tented. There are also
 the exotic and unusual, including freeform, irregular, triangulated,
 arched, domed. The designer should approach the choice with an
 open mind, but whatever decisions are made, the aim should be to
 relate the interior spaces to the roof layout, so there’s a clear and neat
 relationship between the inside and the outside.
 The most typical form to be found in the islands of the Caribbean is
 the hipped roof, rectangular arrangements with 45-degree hip rafters
 sitting on the corners and meeting at a central ridge. Hipped roofs are
 self-bracing, stable and practical, and perform well in hurricane-force
 winds. However, it takes some design skill and careful thought to keep
 the layout clean and simple. In order for the neat, symmetrical hipped
 arrangement to work best, the building should be designed from the
 top down, keeping the roof arrangement in mind at all times whilst
 planning out the internal spaces.
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 Home and motor insurance cover costless with Colonial!
 SAVE $250* when you insure your home!
 Convenient, interest-free installment payments.
 Competitive deductibles, generous liability cover.
 Low rates, low deductibles for motor cover.
 Fast, efficient claims service.
 Affordable individual health insurance.
 Effective and tested business continuity plan for
 storm interruption.
 Call 494-8450or visit www.cgigroup.com
 Personal Insurance
 COLONIAL INSURANCE (BVI) LTD.Palm Grove House, P.O. Box 2377, Road Town, Tortola, VG1110 Tel. 494-8450
 www.cgigroup.comA member of Colonial Group International: insurance, health, pensions, life
 More security,more protectionwith Colonial.
 *newprivatebuildingsinsurancepolicy
 Askabout
 SolusHealthindividual health
 insurance
 $250CERTIFICATE
 WITHBUILDINGSINSURANCE
 insurance, health, pensions, life
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 We often plan our buildings so that there is one hipped roof to each of
 the main spaces—usually the living areas and bedrooms. Hips falling in the
 corners of the space and the natural wood of the rafters gives the kind of
 vaulted, cathedral space which is so desirable in the Caribbean, reminiscent
 of the lofty, airy and cool great rooms of old colonial residences. In order
 for this approach to work well, it’s important not to break up the space with
 irregular walls going up to the underside of the roof, which would interrupt
 the clarity and simple elegance of the shape.
 With these individual hipped spaces making up the main elements of
 the composition, the other challenge is to connect them up so that neat
 roof lines are maintained between them and in the places where they
 join together. Thus, the smaller rooms and circulation spaces can form the
 linking pieces which tie up the composition. These pieces will usually have
 either flat roofs, or be pitched to connect the main spaces and form valleys.
 The combination of the taller hipped main spaces with the lower linking
 pieces, if handled well, can produce a building with a pleasing variance,
 breaking up the mass and visual impact of the volume.
 Around the outside of the building, the detail of the eaves is another
 important functional and aesthetic factor. Projecting eaves overhangs
 help to protect against rain and sun, but are vulnerable to wind uplift.
 Alternatively, the eaves can be flush with the walls, which results in a more
 solid, monolithic appearance and does not present a surface for the wind
 to get a hold of. Outside spaces like porches, decks and balconies are often
 covered by lean-to or shed roofs, which give shelter to the outside space
 itself, and also help to protect the window and door openings of the main
 spaces, which can then be left open in the rain.
 Of course, each custom home design is unique, and the rules are made
 to be broken. The roof design of the home makes up the most prominent
 and perhaps the most important element of individuality and character of
 the building, whether it’s a wacky asymmetrical extravaganza, or a simple,
 elegant, traditional solution, the possibilities are endless.
 The natural wood of the rafters gives the kind of vaulted, cathedral space which is so desirable in the Caribbean.
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 “Jill has a wonderful take on the bvi. you can see through her paintings and their stories that when she and her family arrived here, she truly embraced and integrated with the community.”
 ARTiSTS’ CORNER: JiLL TATTERSALL
 By Stephen L. France
 — Lisa Muddiman Gray, Jill’s agent and owner of The Gallery on Main Street.
 MAiN STREET TRAFFiC “Main Street had been paved by the time we arrived on the island in 1965,
 but still looked much like this with plentiful pedestrians, men on donkeys,
 and always a scattering of chickens,” Jill said of the pictured scene.
 CANVASCHrONICLeS ON
 Jill with her featured work on
 display at Sugar Works Museum in
 Road Town in March.
 Photo By Dan O’Connor.
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 After interviewing watercolour artist Jill Tattersall, Lisa Muddiman
 Gray’s words affirmed Jill’s convivial personality and affection for the
 BVI, represented in her vibrant watercolour artistry.
 Inspired by a 48-year period in the BVI, Jill’s art portfolio is a unique
 dichotomy, unveiling her early memories of the island—a very
 different world from today, absent of the current hustle and bustle—
 whilst bringing familiarity to audiences who appreciate her work.
 It was on an unusually humid Tuesday afternoon, amid the
 commotion of the BVI Spring Regatta season, that I made my way to
 Jill’s condominium in Nanny Cay.
 As she welcomed me into her home, I immediately sensed that I
 was in the presence of a prominent yet modest figure. We sat outside
 on the porch, decorated with rich plant life and a garden adjacent to
 the marina, sharing coffee and biscuits. We discussed her history as a
 best-selling novelist, the instrumental power of memory in her art and
 the origins of her creativity.
 Hailing from Cornwall in the UK, her transition to the BVI in 1965
 was filled with new experiences that swayed her creative abilities into
 action. “These islands made such an impression on me when I came,
 because it was so different from anything I’d ever seen,” said the artist,
 whose distinctive use of the islands’ colour and light is prominent in
 her work.
 “I saw little wooden houses, properties with no chimneys, in East
 End they were building the first concrete houses—things that never
 strike people who live in the Caribbean all the time,” continued Jill as
 she reminisced about her early time in the region. “There was no road;
 horses were used.”
 It was a combination of these sights and the enrolment in a
 watercolour art course—headed by renowned painter Roger Burnett—
 that influenced Jill into the genre of painting she exhibited in March. She
 honours the ‘old Tortola’ with accurate representation of the architecture,
 invoking nostalgia in audiences and encouraging the success of her
 work. The recent art gallery showcased 42 of her paintings, 22 of which
 she sold.
 A warm picture began to materialize about this artist, whose March
 2013 Sugar Works Museum exhibition, Memories of the BVI, provided
 audiences with a peak into the territory’s past, spanning back almost
 five decades. Audiences are transported 48 years back in time with
 depictions of familiar locations and individuals conducting their
 daily routines. Predicting that this recent showcase took her years
 to accomplish due to the busyness of the paintings and multitude of
 colours used, Jill surprised me.
 ROAd TOwN’S SHiPPiNG dAY“Two shipping days were held each month alternating between Road Town and
 West End, until a US tax put a stop to the lucrative trade in cattle to St. Thomas. At
 Road Town, a crane lifted the unhappy animals aboard from the old dock, while at
 West End they were herded into the sea while crew members tipped their boats
 onto their sides to allow the cows to be heaved aboard by man-power alone. In
 this painting a few market women are taking advantage of the expected crowds
 to sell their wares,” the artist said of the above painting.
 “I saw little wooden houses, properties
 with no chimneys, in east end they were
 building the first concrete houses.”
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 “I did the paintings for this show in one year, because I wanted to
 do everything completely new,” she said. “I had to dredge out of my
 memory back 48 years since we first came,” she added whilst also
 indicating that it was more challenging than was anticipated.
 Emotion, smells and sounds are instrumental in triggering Jill’s
 creativity. “When I was in Africa, I suddenly smelt charcoal burning…I
 thought I’m back in Tortola,” she said in reference to the strength of her
 senses that can draw a memory from decades ago.
 Her paintings are so distinct, that occasionally viewers will recognize
 their own relatives or properties. “It’s very much like creative writing,” Jill
 said. “You think about the characters, where they were born, where they
 went to school, what their parents were like.”
 Evidently cut out for greatness, Jill’s notable career path saw the origins
 of her tutelage under the great-grandson of famous English romance
 painter John Constable. Following that, Jill attended art school in Essex,
 England. Subsequently, she studied under President of the American
 Watercolor Society David Lyle Millard and other notable artists such as
 Judi Betts and Jeanne Dobie.
 In reference to the recent gallery, Jill explained, “People would say to
 me, ‘don’t you run out of ideas?’” to which she would respond, “No, I’ve
 got 56 more ideas I’m beginning to work on now you know, just in case
 anyone ever asks me to have another show.”
 With Jill’s art, we are privy to see through the eyes of someone who
 truly appreciates the BVI. Her distant yet fresh memories of the past add
 to a thriving artistic world here in the BVI—a universe that will continue to
 grow with more artists who will find inspiration in her works.
 PARTY AT GOVERNMENT HOuSE, 1923
 “This painting shows the old Government House, built in 1899, which was one
 of many buildings destroyed in the 1924 hurricane…In the foreground of this
 painting is a pair of hawksbill turtles, curious to see what all the excitement was
 about,” Jill said about the above painting.
 THE CHARCOAL SELLER AT MEYERS
 “In the mid 60s I remember charcoal fires burning everywhere with
 that evocative smell of Africa, and every house had its coal pot in which
 most cooking was done, including the wonderful Goat Stew which was
 a favorite at weddings. The first charcoal pit I saw was at Meyers on the
 Ridge Road, which is where I have placed my Charcoal Seller. Her house
 has pieces of felt nailed over the boards to help keep out the rain. The
 roads which met on the corner were unpaved tracks. On the bottom
 right is a Petrea vine with its beautiful sprays of flowers and the rough
 leaves which were used instead of sandpaper,” the artist relayed about
 the above painting.
 emotion, smells and sounds are instrumental in triggering Jill’s creativity.
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 Serving the Caribbean for over 30 Years: Anguilla • Antigua • Aruba • The Bahamas • Bonaire • B.V.I. • Curaçao • Dominica • French AntillesGrenada • Montserrat • Saba • St. Eustatius • St. Kitts & Nevis • St. Lucia • St. Maarten • St. Martin • St. Vincent • Trinidad & Tobago
 ...we just lowered our rates, added more benefits
 284-494-6433 | nagicobvi.com [email protected]
 and bought a new pair of shoes.
 V E H I C L E B U S I N E S SM E D I C A L P R O P E R T Y M A R I N E
 Did you just do something
 No...with your hair?
 PLAYiNG FuNGi BEHiNd THE OLd COCkLE SHOP
 “The fungi or scratch band consisted of home-made instruments…Here
 they are playing in the palm-shaded area between Main Street and the sea
 behind the popular cockle shop, and attracting a small crowd as usual,” Jill
 explained about the above painting.
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 Quenchers
 I frequently write about eating locally in the Virgin Islands. But what about drinking locally? Aside from rum, which usually comes to mind when one thinks of island beverages, there are numerous local non-alcoholic beverages to sample—though, in true Caribbean fashion, they are often mixed with rum. here are some interesting beverages to look for:
 By Susie Younkle
 Despite its name, ginger beer is a favourite
 soft drink throughout the Caribbean. If you
 love ginger, this is the beverage for you. Ginger beer aficionados usually have a preferred brand, since
 spiciness can vary considerably. Basic homemade versions contain only water, ginger and sugar—an
 easy beverage to make whether at home or on a boat.
 Also known as Irish moss, this sea weed has a reputation
 as a Caribbean aphrodisiac for gentleman. The sea moss
 is typically mixed with sweetened condensed milk and spices to make a milkshake-like beverage.
 Although a more popular beverage down-island than in the Virgin Islands, sea moss can be found
 bottled here.
 On one of my first Caribbean holidays, I sampled mauby while at
 Barbados’ famous Oistins Friday fish fry. Numerous local ladies
 were selling cup after cup of the beverage, brewed from the bark of a Caribbean tree. Even mixed
 with copious amounts of sugar and spices, my palette did not like mauby. Let’s just say it’s an acquired
 taste and I haven’t yet acquired that taste. Plenty of Caribbean islanders love this drink, though, so it’s
 definitely worth trying.
 In contrast to my experience with mauby, I instantly
 liked sorrel tea when I first discovered it. This brilliant
 red beverage is made from the outer petals (technically called calyces) of the hibiscus flower. The
 petals are steeped with ginger and other spices, then enough sugar is added to achieve a balanced
 sweet-tart flavour. Although it is enjoyed all year long, sorrel tea is particularly popular during
 Christmastime, as it is considered a traditional holiday beverage. The tea is best when brewed at home
 using either fresh or dried hibiscus, but it can also be found in cans or bottles at the supermarket.
 Check out my December 2011/January 2012 VIPY article about Christmas drinks for my sorrel tea recipe.
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 Selected for quality, aesthetics, security, and hurricane protection
 Supplying brands that represent quality, beauty and sustainability.
 We guarantee the quality and reliability of our products and customer service | Visit our showroom located at Fish Bay, Tortola
 (284) 494 3282 | [email protected] | www.drakestraders.com
 Est. 1984.
 Visitors to the islands will find a variety of interesting Caribbean juices such as
 soursop, passion fruit, guava, papaya and mango. Some are consumed plain or
 as juice blends, while others typically are sweetened (such as passion fruit) or
 combined with rum and other ingredients to create fruity cocktails.
 Young, green coconuts contain a water-like liquid that has long been a
 popular beverage in tropical locales. In recent years, coconut water has
 become a trendy drink in decidedly non-tropical places like the US and UK
 due to savvy marketing of the beverage as a natural “sports drink.” To be
 sure, coconut water’s high potassium content and other electrolytes assist
 with hydration, and its nutty and refreshing flavour make for easy drinking.
 (I particularly enjoy the water well chilled.) Look for coconut water in cans,
 bottles or ideally fresh from the coconut. Though it may seem touristy to
 purchase a fresh coconut from a vendor at Roadtown’s roundabout , it’s
 a sight to see a vendor skillfully whack the coconut open with a machete
 before popping a straw into it for his eager customer. Plus, it’s just plain
 fun to sip out of a fresh coconut. One taste of the “real deal” will have you
 coming back for more. Coconut water is also a terrific addition to smoothies
 or cocktails. Mix coconut water with rum (of course!), a little sweetened
 condensed milk and freshly grated nutmeg for a delicious and slightly
 creamy cocktail. Then sit back and toast to the good life. In the words of
 Ziggy Marley, “Everything’s irie…The coconut water is sweet”.
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A tropical paradisein the British Virgin Islands
 Your perfect luxury Caribbean vacation starts here...
 Introducing St Bernard’s Hill House,
 A beautiful fully staffed hilltop colonial style property on Tortola, fi ve star service, spectacular views, balmy trade winds and just minutes from one of the best beaches in the British Virgin Islands.
 Email: [email protected] Tel: British Virgin Islands 00 1 (284) 343 7682 Visit: www.stbernardshillhouse.com
 Interior Design and Project Management www.PiperHertneck.comNew York Beverly Hills Caribbean
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Smiths Gore Limited : : British Virgin IslandsT 1(284) 494 2446 F 1(284) 494 2141 E [email protected]
 US$8 Million
 SOL Y SOMBRAVirgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands
 This spectacular beachfront villa boasts four beautifully
 decorated air-conditioned suites, each furnished with
 custom-made teak furniture. Outside amenities include
 an ocean-front infinity pool and lit tennis court, bound
 within lush tropical gardens. Inside, take advantage of a
 European-style kitchen, private movie theater, daily maid
 service and state-of-the-art gym. An in-villa cook is
 available upon request. www.solysombrabvi.com
 2010 Winner, “Best Vacation Experience.”–Fodor’s Gold Choice Award
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 Distinctly Refined. Exceptionally Rare. Consciously Preserved.On the secluded eastern tip of Virgin Gorda lies a place where life is spent in perfect harmony with the ocean tides.
 Here, spread across 300 pristine acres, Oil Nut Bay offers freehold legacy ownership opportunities
 and unparalleled resort experiences in a setting where attention to detail and casual elegance abound.
 Contact us to schedule a personalized visit or to arrange resort reservations.
 Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands
 bvi 1 284 393 1000 us 1 248 364 2400 [email protected] oilnutbay.com
 A LIMITED COLLECTION Of vILLAs & EsTATEs
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