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Utilizing the Daily 5 in the Primary
 and Intermediate Grades
 Emily Kemp – Kindergarten
 Becky Kennedy – Grade 4
 Kentucky Country Day School - Louisville
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In Search of Best Practices for
 Reading Instruction
 A well-rounded reading instruction program
 should provide ample time for actual reading,
 teacher-directed instruction in comprehension
 techniques, collaborative learning and
 student-teacher sharing of reading responses.
 Programs should use multiple approaches to
 ensure a holistic reading program. (Pearson
 and Fielding, 1994).
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How/where do I fit it all?
 What can I realistically cover?
 How do I find time to meet with
 individual students?
 Are students REALLY improving their
 comprehension?
 Guiding Questions for Literacy Instruction
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Reading
 Literary Elements
 Non-fiction Comprehension Strategies
 Independent Reading
 Book Clubs
 Stephanie Harvey
 Lucy Calkins
 Harvey Daniels
 Fountas & Pinnell
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But also teaching…
 Spelling
 Phonics
 Phonemic Awareness
 Vocabulary
 Grammar
 Writing
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What We Tried to Keep in Mind
 Mini-lessons allow the teacher time to meet with
 individual students and should be 5-10 min. long.
 (HA!)
 Instruction should reflect “best practices.”
 Students need time for independent reading.
 Students need to practice reading/writing fluency.
 Students need time for independent writing.
 We should meet with small groups and individuals
 while others remain quiet and engaged in purposeful
 work.
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How Do We Keep Our Students
 Engaged and Moving Forward?
 Seat Work? Too many papers to grade. Not developmentally appropriate for K. Busy work for older students.
 Workshops? Too much maintenance.
 Either of the above? Too much noise and movement! Too many questions for the teacher. Does not foster independence.
 Daily Five? Just Right!
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The Daily Five
 By Gail Boushey & Joan Moser
 “The Sisters”
 “The Daily 5™ is more than a management
 system or a curriculum framework - it is a
 structure that helps students develop the daily
 habits of reading, writing, and working
 independently that will lead to a lifetime of
 literacy independence.”
 from thedailycafe.com
 http://www.stenhouse.com/productcart/pc/viewprd.asp?idProduct=8983&r=&REFERER=
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The Daily Five provided the
 structure for daily practice of:
 independent, silent reading
 fluency in both reading and writing
 spelling and vocabulary work
 listening to reading
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It also allows us AMPLE time to
 meet with individuals and small
 groups for assessment and
 instruction.
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Daily 5
 Read to Self
 Read to Someone
 Listen to Reading
 Work on Writing
 Word Work
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Read to Self
 “The best way to become a better reader is to practice
 each day, with books you choose, on your just-right
 reading level. It soon becomes a habit.” ~The Daily 5
 Quiet Voices
 Stay in One Spot
 Read the Whole Time
 Read a Good Fit Book
 Build Stamina
 3 ways to read a book
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Read to Someone “Reading to someone allows for more time to practice
 strategies, helping you work on fluency and expression,
 check for understanding, hear your own voice, and
 share in the learning community.” ~The Daily 5
 Sit EEKK
 Use a soft voice
 Read the whole time
 Stay in one spot
 Build fluency
 (3 ways to read to someone)
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Read to Someone
 Read Two Different
 Books Check for
 Understanding
 I Read, You Read
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Listen to Reading
 “We hear examples of good literature and fluent
 reading. We learn more words, thus expanding our
 vocabulary and becoming better readers.”
 ~ The Daily 5
 Get supplies
 Pick your spot and stay in it
 Be careful
 Listen the whole time
 Build listening stamina
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Work on Writing
 “Just like reading, the best way to become a better
 writer is to practice writing every day.” ~The Daily 5
 Write the whole time
 Work quietly
 Stay in one spot
 Get started right away
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Word Work “Correct spelling allows for more fluent writing, thus
 speeding up the ability to write and get thinking down on
 paper. This is an essential foundation for writers.”
 ~The Daily 5
 4th grade: Use for spelling/vocab unit study
 Students sort words by parts of speech
 Students match words to synonyms and antonyms
 Practice spelling with magnetic letters, wiki sticks,
 or dry erase board and markers.
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Word Work in 4th Grade
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Word Work
 Kindergarten: Reinforcement of word study
 (Words Their Way) and phonics instruction
 Students sort pictures and sounds by categories
 and patterns
 Alphabet and word family work
 Practice letters and spelling with magnetic
 letters, Wikki Stix, dry erase boards, Play Dough
 and markers.
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Daily 5 in the Primary Grades
 Logistics and Mechanics
 Realistic Timeline
 Scheduling/Timing
 Gradual introduction-
 Supplies
 Routine
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Realistic Timeline
 Start right away (within the first two weeks)
 Build stamina in 1 area before moving onto the
 next
 Every year is different; every class is different

Page 22
						
						

Scheduling
 Aim for at least 2 “rounds” a day. My goal is 3.
 Everyday is key!
 10 minutes is better than 0 minutes
 Decide what is absolutely essential in your schedule
 and what can go to leave time for Daily 5
 Communicate to students the sense of urgency-
 even young students-tell them the why
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Gradual Introduction
 Be honest with yourself about your students,
 time, and expectations
 Create visuals and anchor charts WITH the
 students
 Intro of new component may take many days
 Stamina may build very slowly with younger
 students

Page 24
						
						

Supplies
 Students takes ownership of supplies
 Teach routines & expectations about supplies
 just as you would other parts of Daily 5
 Books for younger readers
 Pocket Chart and Book Boxes
 Picture Cards
 Pillows, Cushions and Chairs
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Routine
 Student choice within boundaries
 Students choose in the morning before morning
 meeting
 Picture cards
 Focus Lesson ->Round of D5
 Focus Lesson -> Round of D5
 Transitioning between rounds
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Daily 5 (3 or 4) in the
 Intermediate Grades
 Logistics and Mechanics
 Realistic Timeline
 Scheduling/Timing
 Supplies
 Routine
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Realistic Timeline
 Start right away (within the first two weeks)
 You can move quickly with older students
 Every year is different; every class is
 different
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Scheduling
 Aim for at least 2 “rounds” a day. I do three
 rounds, four days a week.
 In 45 to 50 minute class periods, I teach my
 lesson, students do any practice, and then move
 into Daily 3.
 Decide how you can use the components to
 support and enhance your regular curriculum
 Communicate to students the sense of purpose
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Supplies
 Teach and rehearse expectations about supplies
 Classroom library
 Poetry books, pictures books, Reader’s Theater
 scripts, regular textbooks, etc…
 Scheduling chart (I use the SmartBoard)
 Special spaces set aside for activities, if possible
 I charts
 Bell or chimes – signal for stopping

Page 31
						
						

Routine
 Student choice within boundaries
 Students choose before each round
 Pods take turns being first for each round
 Writing Focus Lesson ->Round of D5
 Reading Focus Lesson -> Round of D5
 Special
 Soc. St. Focus Lesson - > Round of D5
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Daily 5 Must Haves
 Visuals
 Common Language
 Lots of Rehearsal of Expectations
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Possible Daily 5 Road Blocks
 Books for Beginning Books
 Space
 Behavioral Management
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Videos of the Daily 5
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Questions?
 Emily Kemp
 [email protected]
 Becky Kennedy
 [email protected]
 mailto:[email protected]
 mailto:[email protected]
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CAFE
 Comprehension
 Accuracy
 Fluency
 Expand Vocabulary
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In The CAFE Book, Gail Boushey and Joan Moser
 present a practical, simple way to integrate
 assessment into daily reading and classroom
 discussion. The CAFE system, based on research
 into the habits of proficient readers, is an acronym
 for Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency, and
 Expanding vocabulary. The system includes goal-
 setting with students in individual conferences,
 posting of goals on a whole-class board,
 developing small-group instruction based on
 clusters of students with similar goals, and
 targeting whole-class instruction based on
 emerging student needs.

Page 38
						
						

Comprehension
 “I understand what I read.”
 (share strategies from menu)
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Accuracy
 “I can read the words.”
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Fluency
 “I can read accurately, with expression,
 and understand what I read.”
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Expand Vocabulary
 “I know, find, and use interesting
 words.”
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Bibliography
 The Daily 5 - Gail Boushey & Joan Moser
 The CAFÉ Book: Engaging All Students in Daily Literacy Assessment and Instruction - Boushey & Moser
 Spaces and Places: Designing Classrooms for Literacy – Debbie Diller
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Questions?
 Emily Kemp
 [email protected]
 Becky Kennedy
 [email protected]
 mailto:[email protected]
 mailto:[email protected]
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