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US Newsprint Producer Profiles
 April 2009
 This document was prepared for newsprint buyers by Green Press Initiative. Its purpose is to provide important information that will allow buyers to make more informed purchasing decisions and help in implementing their environmental paper policies.
 It is organized into three sections:
 I. Opportunities for Innovation. The reasons why calling for more sustainable newsprint is a sound business decision in today's marketplace.
 II. Understanding the Context. A brief description of the two primary newsprint fiber forest sourcing regions in the US.
 III. US Newsprint Producers. An environmental profile of all US newsprint producers by mill and the environmental attributes of their newsprint.
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1
 I. Opportunities for Innovation Green Press Initiative and Markets Initiative recognize that newspapers are vital to an informed society and do not advocate that newspaper publication be curtailed in any way. Rather, we encourage consumers and producers to cooperate in order to minimize the environmental and social impacts of the newspaper industry. Ultimately, publishers wield an enormous level of influence over these impacts as their purchasing decisions influence the type and quantity of paper that is produced. By being well-informed and following best practices, newspaper publishers can significantly reduce the impacts of their industry. Sustainability is therefore an opportunity, not an obstacle. Business leaders who go green with integrity are establishing themselves as leaders in their industry. Green Press Initiative and Markets Initiative encourage newsprint producers to adopt more sustainable practices throughout North America. However, we also recognize that suppliers face a number of market challenges. Most recently, decreasing demand, consolidation, and limited availability of recycled material due to high demand from China have been major challenges. Our goal is to work collaboratively with stakeholders to overcome these obstacles because it is critical to reducing newsprint impacts on our climate, critical forests, and the communities tied to them. Furthermore, at a time of turbulence within the industry, adopting deeper socially and environmentally responsible business practices also offers companies a tremendous market opportunity by distinguishing themselves and attracting customers who seek responsible products.
 II. Understanding the Context According to the Newsprint Producers Association, North America accounts for more than one-third of global newsprint production capacity. Newsprint manufacturing requires large quantities of pulp, which is typically derived from forest wood and supplemented with recycled material. Consequently, the newsprint industry places significant demands on forests, resulting in a number of environmental concerns. First and foremost, conversion of natural forests to plantations presents a number of ecological problems. Plantation management disrupts many valuable ecosystem services, such as carbon storage, storm protection, and water filtration. When diverse natural forests are replaced by intensively managed single-species plantations, carbon storage, and biodiversity are significantly reduced. As a result, forest conversion can threaten endangered species and hasten the effects of climate change, which are major causes for concern. Furthermore, conversion leads to increased runoff and wetland loss. Wetlands serve as natural storm buffers and they play a crucial role in water filtration, so their destruction through forest conversion can contribute to greater storm intensity and decreased water quality, which endangers not only wildlife but also human communities tied to the health of their local forest ecosystems. In the United States, paper production is concentrated in two regions: the Southeast and the Pacific Northwest. Because of their geographic separation, each region has unique environmental and ecological challenges as outlined below.
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2
 Southern Forests
 Figure 1. A comparison of natural and intensively managed forests in the Southeast US.
 (Left) Natural hardwood forest in Tennessee. (Right) Pine plantation in Alabama; typical of plantations across the Southeast. More than half of the US newsprint mills reside in the Southeast. This is notable because according to the US Forest Service, this region is also the most biologically diverse area in North America. The forests are home to more than 150 tree species and more than 250 plant species, and many of these plants and animals exist nowhere else in the world. For this reason, the mid-Atlantic coastal region is a high-value area. The region contains the most carnivorous plants in the world and has expansive wetlands with immense aquatic diversity as well as extremely valuable water filtration functions. The Southern Forests are also home to a number of endangered species, including the red-cockaded woodpecker and dozens of varieties of salamanders and freshwater mussels that are unique to this region. Overall, the sheer number and variety of species in the Southern Forest region makes it truly unique and precious. The Cumberland Plateau, which accounts for a large portion of the Southern Forests, is considered a “biogem” by the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC).
 Figure 2. Newsprint mill locations in the Southeastern US.
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 Yet the Southern Forests are increasingly threatened by the combined pressures of the growing paper products industry and urban development as evidenced by the fact that it now has the highest number of endangered ecosystems in the United States and natural forests have been reduced to half of their original range. Of 200 million acres of forests, six million are logged each year1. Conversion of the Southern Forests to plantations is an acute concern in the region. As mentioned before, converted forests are far less diverse and provide fewer ecosystem services. The United States Forest Service (USFS) found that pine plantations occupied roughly 15% of all Southern Forests, which is equivalent in size to the entire state of North Carolina2. With growing plantation intensity, use of herbicides and fertilizers has also become a major issue, as runoff from the treated area contaminates local waterways. In fact, there was an 800% increase in chemical fertilizers between 1990 and 2001. Still, in spite of these problems, notable progress has been made. AbitibiBowater, the largest newsprint producer in North America, has agreed to stop conversion of natural forests to plantations. However, with major market challenges to paper producers, AbitibiBowater and many other paper producers have sold their forestlands to third parties, which makes tracking and monitoring of fiber sources more challenging. Strong relationships with mills and cooperative strategies are essential to finding information about fiber sources. And in our market economy, the most powerful inducement for suppliers to act comes from their customers: newsprint buyers.
 1 US Forest Service. Southern Forest Resource Assessment, 2002. 2 US Forest Service. Southern Forest Resource Assessment, 2002.
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 Northwest Forests
 Figure 3. A comparison of natural and clear-cut forests in the Northwest US.
 (Left) Typical natural forest in the Northwest US. (Right) Clear-cut mountain slopes near the Nasele River in southwest Washington state. Large newsprint facilities in the Pacific Northwest are located in eastern Washington and near the coastline of Northern Oregon and Southern Washington. Throughout the Northwest, many forestlands are intensively managed, which reduces their natural biodiversity. Aerial application of herbicides and fertilizers is a prevalent practice that harms waterways, and throughout the Columbia Basin, clear-cuts have affected stream flow and threatened salmon populations. In addition to these broad regional concerns, both the Eastern Washington and Northwest coast sub-regions face a unique spectrum of challenges.
 Figure 4. Newsprint mill locations in the Northwest US.
 Along the Northwest coastline, there is large-scale conversion of natural forests to plantation land, and old-growth forests continue to be logged. According to The Nature Conservancy of Washington, roughly 1% of forests in the region are old-growth. Old-growth forests have a number
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 of advantages over managed forests. In addition to having significant historical, cultural, and aesthetic value, old-growth stands also store more carbon dioxide than managed forests and can release large quantities of carbon if they are logged3. Along the Northwest coast, there are cedar stands of up to 1100 years in age and spruce stands of up to 800 years in age. Old-growth cutting has decreased over time, but the practice has not completely halted. Additionally, there are large second growth stands with high habitat value, but those too are threatened by logging. The Oregon and Washington coast region is also home to a number of endangered species. The marble murrelet, Northern spotted owl, red tree vowl, Chinook salmon, and Cohoe salmon are all threatened by logging operations. According to the Lands Council, the forests of eastern Washington provide critical habitats for a wide range of endangered species, including grizzly bears, woodland caribou, bull trout, Canadian lynxes, and grey wolves. The region is dominated by conifers, with abundant pine, fir, spruce, cedar, and hemlock trees throughout. About 5-7% of remaining forests in the region are old-growth, and there are very few wild areas remaining. Overall, logging companies in the Northwest face significant uncertainty, especially in the face of climate change. Climate change has subjected forests to higher temperatures, increased instances of drought, more frequent forest fires, and lower resistance to disease and pests. As such, increasing recycled content provides a valuable opportunity to newsprint producers. By decreasing their dependence on logging, they can reduce risks along their supply chain. Sourcing from sustainably managed forests, in particular those with FSC certification, would also improve the health and reliability of the mill’s virgin wood fiber supply.
 III. US Newsprint Producers This section provides an environmental and social profile of each US newsprint supplier and the environmental attributes of the newsprint manufactured at each mill. 1. AbitibiBowater 2. Boise Inc. 3. White Birch Paper Company 4. Catalyst 5. Blue Heron 6. NORPAC 7. Inland Empire Paper Company
 3 Luyssaert, S., E. D. Schulze, et al. (2008). "Old-growth forests as global carbon sinks." Nature 455(7210): 213-215.
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 AbitibiBowater AbitibiBowater is the largest newsprint producer in the world, and the majority of its operations are located in the United States and Canada. Overall, its newsprint averages 38% recycled content, with most ONP and OMG material coming from its Paper Retriever program. The company does not currently plan to explore the use of agricultural residues or other non-wood fiber sources to replace virgin tree fiber. AbitibiBowater has several noteworthy environmental initiatives. The company is conducting ongoing assessments of its greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, and it reports a 35% reduction in its overall carbon footprint since 2000. Importantly for its customers, the company decided to seek FSC certification for three of its thirty tenures in Canada in 2008, which is an encouraging step in the right direction though it is yet to be seen whether any of this fiber will be used in newsprint bound for US markets. With the exception of the Calhoun, Tennessee mill, which has small holdings, AbitibiBowater’s mills do not manage active forest tenures in the United States. The mills in Calhoun, TN, Coosa Pines, AL, and Grenada, MI are certified to SFI standards, while the Augusta, GA and Perdue Hill, AL mills are supplied by third party procurement organizations that are also SFI certified. However, the SFI standard is less stringent than the FSC standard, and therefore it is critical that the company seek FSC certification at these mills in addition to SFI to ensure that its fiber sources are harvested sustainably. For more about the differences between SFI and FSC, see the chart at the end of this document. The Calhoun and Coosa Pines mills operate on or near the Cumberland Plateau, which is considered a “biogem” by the NRDC. Though AbitibiBowater transferred a large area of its holdings on the Cumberland Plateau, it may continue to source fiber from the region. Intensive management on plantations can have deleterious effects in the region, even if new conversion does not occur. For example, runoff of chemicals and fertilizer from plantation lands can harm local ecosystems. The Usk, Washington mill has similar concerns, as intensive management and use of chemicals pose threats to habitats and endangered species in Eastern Washington. AbitibiBowater has taken several notable actions regarding forest conservation. Between 2001 and 2007, it transferred 24,000 acres of high conservation value lands on the Cumberland Plateau to state ownership. In June of 2005, the company signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Dogwood Alliance and the National Resources Defense Council. In the MOU, AbitibiBowater committed to end conversion and its procurement of fiber from plantations that were established after 2007 through conversion. Additionally, the company agreed to identify important ecosystems on company lands and implement appropriate protective measures. As part of the MOU, AbitibiBowater has completed extensive research on 7,000 acres of “exceptional ecological, geological, or historic” significance, and it will continue to develop satellite imagery and aerial photography for the Southern Forests. To date, AbitibiBowater has made efforts to identify and map ephemeral ponds, which are areas of great ecological interest, and it has further committed to halt harvesting in zones with ephemeral ponds.
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 Mill Location
 Annual Production (metric tons)
 Recycled Content
 Certification FSC Bleaching
 Perdue Hill, AL 264,000 30% SFI NONE TCF/PCF Coosa Pines, AL 328,000 100% SFI NONE PCF
 Augusta, GA 426,000 20% SFI NONE TCF/PCF Grenada, MS 249,000 NONE SFI NONE Calhoun, TN 750,000 Up to 40% SFI NONE ECF
 Usk, WA 249,000 Up to 15% SFI NONE TCF/PCF Issues of Concern
 • Both the Calhoun and Coosa Pines mills are in the Cumberland Plateau region – an NRDC Biogem. Because newsprint from Coosa Pines is 100% recycled content, sourcing High Conservation Value Forests is not a concern at this mill. However, AbitibiBowater’s Calhoun mill is the largest newsprint producer in the Cumberland Plateau region, and while it has agreed not to convert forested lands it owns to plantation land, the majority of fiber used is virgin wood fiber.
 • While the company’s agreement to not convert forests to plantation is a landmark agreement, now that AbitibiBowater has sold most of its forestlands, it sources most of its wood fiber from third parties. According to AbitibiBowater, this makes it more difficult to track the source of their fiber, and therefore more difficult to ensure that High Conservation Value Forests are not being impacted.
 Key Recommendations for AbitibiBowater Customers
 1. Let AbitibiBowater know that you support their use of 100% recycled fiber at Coosa Pines by asking for newsprint from the mill. Encourage them to increase the recycled fiber used at their other mills. Inform AbitibiBowater of your purchasing policy for recycled newsprint.
 2. Encourage full disclosure between AbitibiBowater and its fiber suppliers. Insist that they know the initial source of fiber even if it is obtained through a third party.
 3. Encourage AbitibiBowater to obtain FSC certification in addition to (or in place of) other certifications until those certifications are equivalent to FSC. Let AbitibiBowater know that you support their decision to obtain FSC certification in certain tenures in Canada and encourage them to broaden the number of tenures seeking FSC certification.
 4. Ask for a detailed fiber tracking (chain of custody) document for paper coming from the company’s mills.
 5. Encourage continued collaboration with local stakeholders to identify critical habitats.
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 Boise Inc. Boise Inc. has a mill in DeRidder, Louisiana but does not own any forestland, so it obtains fiber from third parties. The mill is located near the Western Gulf Coastal Plains, South Central Plains, and Mississippi Alluvial Plains ecoregions. Because the mill is located in the coastal plains, we can say with reasonable certainty that it does not source from High Conservation Value Forests like those in the Cumberland Plateau region. However, the mill is very near coastal regions, and in particular, the Coastal Louisiana Forests. Conversion of forests and logging near the gulf has been linked to wetland loss, which results in less storm protection and decreased coastal biodiversity. While we do not have enough information to determine the exact relationship between DeRidder’s operations and wetlands, we encourage purchasers to inquire further about this major source of concern.
 Mill Location
 Annual Production (metric tons)
 Recycled Content
 Certification FSC Bleaching
 DeRidder, LA 750,000 35% SFI NONE ECF Issues of Concern
 • The recycled content of DeRidder’s newsprint is low compared to leaders in the industry, meaning that the mill derives a significant amount of its fiber from forests.
 • The DeRidder mill is located near the Louisiana Coastal Forests, where wetland loss leads to less storm protection, increased erosion, and lower water-filtering capacity. Logging and conversion of natural forests can destroy wetlands, so assurances that the mill is not contributing to this problem, which could be attained via FSC certification, are vital.
 Key Recommendations for Boise Inc. Customers
 1. Encourage Boise Inc. to increase recycled content in its DeRidder, LA mill. Given that it is relatively isolated from other mills, it should have ready access to recycled materials in Louisiana and bordering states with metropolitan areas, such as Texas.
 2. Emphasize preference for FSC certification over SFI certification due to the more rigorous standards of FSC.
 3. Encourage Boise Inc. to exercise due diligence and ensure that fiber sourcing does not lead to wetland loss.
 4. Ask for a detailed fiber tracking document for paper coming from the company’s mill.
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 White Birch Paper Company White Birch Paper Company is headquartered in Greenwich, Connecticut and operates mills in Ashland, Virginia and throughout Quebec. It also acquired SP Newsprint in 2008, which has mills in Dublin, Georgia and Newberg, Oregon. White Birch is a private family business, and it is the second largest newsprint producer in North America after AbitibiBowater with 18% of the market. The mill in Ashland does not have certification from any of the leading forestry certification schemes. Little information is available concerning the environmental impacts of the Ashland mill. SP Newsprint’s mill in Dublin, GA produces over 550,000 tons of newsprint annually. It is the largest newsprint mill in North America (and third largest in the world) to use 100% recycled paper in its production. SP Newsprint’s subsidiary, SP Recycling, collects old newspapers, corrugated, and other paper products. It has established a program for purchasing old newspapers from local residents. Overall, the plant uses a total of 750,000 tons of old newspaper for its annual production. The mill receives two million gallons of water per day from the City of Dublin municipal sewage treatment plant after tertiary treatment. This reduces its withdrawal from the Oconee River and virtually nullifies municipal discharge from the city. SP Newsprint does not withdraw groundwater for papermaking, and it recycles water an average of six times before releasing it as effluent. Also, it returns essentially the same amount of water as it withdraws, and its on-site treatment plants cool and aerate effluent and remove solids before returning it to the Oconee River. SP Newsprint also owns a mill in Newberg, OR, which it purchased in 1999. Currently, the mill has 340 employees and produces 440,000 tons of newsprint per year. Its newsprint is 50% recycled, and the plant recycles 260,000 tons of old newspapers. SP Newsprint is considered an industry leader in environmental stewardship. It has earned a number of awards, including the Air Protection Award from the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and the Environmental and Energy Achievement and Outstanding Achievement in Water Quality Management Awards from the American Forest and Paper Association.
 Mill Location
 Annual Production (metric tons)
 Recycled Content
 Certification FSC Bleaching
 Ashland, VA 235,000 Up to 40% NONE NONE Dublin, GA >500,000 100% N/A* NONE
 Newberg, OR 400,000 50% N/A* NONE
 * Customers are encouraged to determine asking this supplier about certifications.
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 Issues of Concern
 • The Ashland mill is located in the mid-Atlantic coastal region, which is a hotspot for endemism. Thus, local fiber sourcing can degrade habitats and threaten biodiversity.
 • Wetland forests play a vital role in water filtration, so fiber sourcing around the Ashland mill can affect supplies of clean freshwater.
 • The Newberg mill uses water from Willamette River, which is home to endangered salmon and steelhead fish. As such, the mill is currently working with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to ensure that its intake system meets NMFS criteria to reduce risks of harming fish.
 • Although the Newberg mill’s newsprint uses 260,000 tons of old newspapers as a fiber source, only 86,500 tons of that is collected locally, with the remainder transported from more distant regions. The mill realizes that importing ONP from outside the Pacific Northwest increases its carbon footprint, so it is currently working with the state government to collect 65,000 tons of residential waste from curbside for recycling.
 Key Recommendations for White Birch Customers
 1. Encourage White Birch Paper Company to increase recycled content from its Ashland, VA and Newberg, OR mills. Encourage local sourcing of ONP.
 2. Encourage the company to make more information about its operations available. This will improve understanding of the environmental impacts of its mills and allow consumers to track the company’s progress over time.
 3. Ask for a detailed fiber tracking document for paper coming from the company’s mills. 4. Let White Birch know that you support their use of 100% recycled newsprint at the Dublin
 by requesting paper from the mill. Inform them of your purchasing policy for recycled newsprint.
 5. Encourage FSC certification of forests providing virgin wood fiber for the Newberg and Ashland mills.
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 Catalyst Catalyst purchased the Snowflake, Arizona newsprint mill from AbitibiBowater in February 2008. With an annual capacity of 375,000 metric tons, the Snowflake mill increased the company’s newsprint output by 60% and increased its market share to 8.6%. Catalyst is now the fourth largest newsprint producer in North America and the largest in the West. In addition to the Snowflake mill, Catalyst has three mills in Western Canada, and the company accounts for roughly one-third of the region’s total newsprint production. Catalyst’s mill in Snowflake, AZ collects 500,000 tons of ONP and OMG annually from within Arizona and surrounding states. It uses these materials to produce its 100% FSC Recycled newsprint – arguably the most environmentally responsible newsprint produced in the US.
 Mill Location
 Annual Production (metric tons)
 Recycled Content
 Certification FSC Bleaching
 Snowflake, AZ 375,000 100% N/A YES* Key Recommendations for Catalyst Customers
 1. Let Catalyst know that you support their production of 100% FSC Recycled newsprint requesting paper from their Snowflake mill. Inform them of your purchasing policy for recycled newsprint.
 2. Encourage local sourcing of ONP and OMG. * The Snowflake mill was certified by the FSC in April of 2009 making it the first FSC certified newsprint mill in the US.
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 Blue Heron Blue Heron’s newsprint mill in Oregon City, Oregon recycles over 500 tons per day of old newspapers, old magazines, and other paper. The mill produces newsprint containing 50% recycled fiber, with a daily production of over 450 tons. Blue Heron does not manage any forest-land; the company purchases wood fiber from local sawmills. Currently, Blue Heron does not plan to increase recycled fiber content or use agricultural residues in its newsprint, and the company does not require any certification schemes for its wood fiber providers. Woodchips are a controversial fiber source; industry claims that woodchips are a by-product of logging for lumber. However, woodchips comprise up to 50% of the revenue for logging companies, so most environmentalists agree that woodchip purchases are a significant driver for the logging industry. Blue Heron’s newsprint mill is located in northern Oregon, roughly 80 miles from the coastline. The mill is on the banks of the Willamette River in Oregon City. Land in the region is home to a number of endangered species, such as the Northern spotted owl and several types of salmon. Large-scale conversion of natural forests to plantations and logging of old-growth forests have been persistent threats to ecosystems in the region. Because Blue Heron sources wood fiber from small-scale, local sawmills, we do not have enough information to determine the exact relationship between Blue Heron’s operations and logging of forests with high ecosystem value in the Northwest. We encourage purchasers to inquire further about this major source of concern.
 Mill Location
 Annual Production (metric tons)
 Recycled Content
 Certification FSC Bleaching
 Oregon City, OR >325,000 50% N/A* NONE ECF
 * Customers are encouraged to determine asking this supplier about certifications.
 Issues of Concern
 • Blue Heron’s newsprint mill is located in northern Oregon, near forests with numerous endangered species, including salmon, the Northern spotted owl, the red tree vowl, and the marble murrelet.
 • The mill is located in a region surrounded by high value, old-growth forests. Blue Heron does not require any specific certifications schemes from its wood fiber providers.
 Key Recommendations for Blue Heron Customers
 1. Encourage Blue Heron to increase recycled content in its newsprint. Encourage the use of agricultural residues to replace wood fiber.
 2. Ask for a detailed fiber tracking document for paper coming from the company’s mills. 3. Encourage the company to work more closely with its wood fiber providers to prevent
 cutting of old-growth forests and to obtain FSC certification for fiber sourcing.
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 NORPAC NORPAC produces newsprint that has up to 40% recycled content for sales in California, but its average recycled content is 25%. NORPAC produces newsprint in a variety of grades and weights, and it exports a large amount of its paper to markets in Japan. The mill is located in Longview, which is along the southern Washington coast. Land in the region is home to a number of endangered species, such as the Northern spotted owl and several types of salmon. Large-scale conversion of natural forests to plantations and logging of old-growth forests have been persistent threats to ecosystems in the region. NORPAC’s deinking facility consumes 600-700 tons of ONP daily, and it uses chlorine-free bleaching technology and acid-free papermaking processes. The mill does not manage any forestland. It purchases woodchips from local saw mills as a source of wood fiber. Currently, NORPAC does not plan to increase recycled content of its products or use agricultural residues to replace wood fiber. Woodchips are a controversial fiber source; industry claims that woodchips are a by-product of logging for lumber. However, woodchips comprise up to 50% of the revenue for logging companies, so most environmentalists agree that woodchip purchases are a significant driver for the logging industry. Because NORPAC sources wood fiber from small-scale, local sawmills, we do not have enough information to determine the exact relationship between Blue Heron’s operations and logging of forests with high ecosystem value in the Northwest. We encourage purchasers to inquire further about this major source of concern.
 Mill Location
 Annual Production (metric tons)
 Recycled Content
 Certification FSC Bleaching
 Longview, WA 650,000 Up to 40% SFI NONE ECF Issues of Concern
 • NORPAC’s newsprint mill is located on the Washington coast, near forests with numerous endangered species, including salmon, the Northern spotted owl, the red tree vowl, and the marble murrelet.
 • The mill is located in a region surrounded by high value, old-growth forests. NORPAC does not require any specific certifications schemes from its wood fiber providers.
 Key Recommendations for NORPAC Customers
 1. Encourage NORPAC to increase recycled content in its newsprint. Encourage the use of agricultural residues to replace wood fiber.
 2. Ask for a detailed fiber tracking document for paper coming from the company’s mill. 3. Encourage the company to work more closely with its wood fiber providers to prevent
 cutting of old-growth forests and to obtain FSC certification for fiber sourcing.
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 Inland Empire Paper Company The Inland Empire Paper Company (IEP) manages 115,000 acres of company-owned timberland in Washington and Idaho. The largest contiguous block of IEP land is 60,000 acres in the vicinity of Mt. Spokane, Twin Lakes, and Spirit Lake. According to the company, it was one of the first in the inland Northwest to artificially regenerate forestland through tree planting. In the 1960s, IEP planted trees on thousands of acres of idle land, which they continue to manage to this day. The company has collected continuous data for its forest inventory and developed a silvicultural program for harvesting and regenerating timber. However, its pulp mill in Spokane, Washington no longer uses its managed forests as a fiber source; instead, it sources from chips from lumber manufacturers. IEP developed a recycled paper and transportation company called Fiber Reclaim. The company purchases recycled newspapers throughout the western United States to supply its ONP deinking. Its furthest sources of recycled fiber are in Chicago. IEP produces 350 tons of recycled fiber per day. Its newsprint is 40% recycled, and it sources wood fiber from local sawmills within 100 miles of the mill. Inland Empire does not require any forestry certification schemes for its providers. Woodchips are a controversial fiber source; industry claims that woodchips are a by-product of logging for lumber. However, woodchips comprise up to 50% of the revenue for logging companies, so most environmentalists agree that woodchip purchases are a significant driver for the logging industry. Because IEP sources wood fiber from small-scale, local sawmills, we do not have enough information to determine the exact relationship between Blue Heron’s operations and logging of forests with high ecosystem value in the Northwest. We encourage purchasers to inquire further about this major source of concern.
 Mill Location
 Annual Production (metric tons)
 Recycled Content
 Certification FSC Bleaching
 Spokane, WA 205,000 40% *N/A NONE
 * Customers are encouraged to determine asking this supplier about certifications.
 Issues of Concern
 • Inland Empire’s newsprint mill is located in eastern Washington, near forests with numerous endangered species, including salmon, grizzly bears, grey wolves, bull trout, Canadian lynxes, and woodland caribou.
 • The mill is located in a region surrounded by high value, old-growth forests. IEP does not require any specific certifications schemes from its wood fiber providers.
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 Key Recommendations for IEP Customers
 1. Encourage IEP to increase recycled content in its newsprint. Encourage the use of agricultural residues to replace wood fiber.
 2. Ask for a detailed fiber tracking document for paper coming from the company’s mill. 3. Encourage the company to work more closely with its wood fiber providers to prevent
 cutting of old-growth forests and to obtain FSC certification for fiber sourcing.
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 Appendix. Comparison of Forest Certification Standards
 Standards: Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), Canadian Standards Association (CSA), Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI), and Program for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC)
 FSC CSA SFI PEFC Allows for best identification and protection of endangered, and High Conservation Value Forests
 Yes No No No
 Prevents conversion of natural forests to monoculture plantations Yes No No No
 Requires consensus solution when conflicts arise with affected indigenous communities Yes No No No
 Prohibits use of illegally sourced wood Yes Yes Yes Yes
 Prohibits use of High Conservation Value Forests Yes No No No
 Location where certification is available Worldwide Canada USA and parts of Canada
 Worldwide
 Prohibits use of genetically modified trees Yes No No No
 Total area of certified forestland (hectares) 100 million 74 million 52 million >200 million (includes sum of FSC, SFI and CSA)
 Requires an equal balance of social, economic, and environmental considerations
 Yes No No No
 Is internationally recognized as the best standard in forest management by a wide range of environmental NGOs
 Yes No No No
 Most widely preferenced certification system by US book publisher and printers*
 Yes No No No
 * Data obtained from surveys conducted by an independent party for the Green Press Initiative/Book Industry Study Group Environmental Trends Report.
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