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Quick Review
 • “Quiz” • Parts of Speech Review
 Hey! Look at your computer tower?
 What is your computer tower #? Should be 213-_ _ Write this down!

Page 3
						

Lead Ins: The “front door” to your paper.Chpt 4, pg 81+
 Complete the quiz with your group.
 We will be resuming class @ 2:20pm. You may use “your time” as you’d like, as long as you are ready @ 2:20.

Page 4
						

Quiz!
 • In groups of 3-4 students• Select a packet of words• Organize the words into a sentence
 – Get your sentence checked with Mrs. T
 • Locate the Subject and main verb - do ALL of your steps! Physically pull those “non subject/Verbs” out! Don’t lose them!
 • Choose the appropriate column on the whiteboard for EACH word based on the job it is doing in your sentence.
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Review: Speech + Verbs
 The building blocks of writing
 SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT
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• =)
 EVERY VERB MUST AGREE WITH ITS SUBJECT
 SingularSubject
 PluralVerb
 PluralSubject
 SingularVerb
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The Stupidity of English Grammar
 • To make a noun plural, we add –s– Singular: girl – Plural: girls
 • To make a verb plural, we take away the –s.– Singular: he talks – Plural: they talk
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Remember the 3 irregular verbs:
 • DOSingular Plural– He does They do
 • HAVE– She has They have
 • BE– He is They are– She was They were
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Tip for Subject/verb Agreement
 Generally, if the subject doesn’t end in –S, the verb will.
 If the subject does end in –S, the verb won’t.
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The girl dances.
 No –S on subject
 -S on verb

Page 11
						

The girls dance.
 -S on subject
 No –S on verb
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Compound subjects joined by “and”
 • If there are two or more subjects joined by and, the subject must be plural, so the verb will not get an “s”.
 Example• The boy and the girl dance.
 (= They dance.)
 No –S on verb
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Compound subjects joined by “or”
 If there are two or more subjects joined by or, the verb agrees with the part of the subject closest to it.
 Examples:
 • The professor or the students walk the halls.• The students or the professor walks the halls.
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Possible PitfallsSometimes, several words come between
 the subject and the verb. The student, though she had lots of problems in other schools, finds/find (?) her new class easy.
 The student, though she had lots of problems in other schools, finds her new class easy.
 The student finds her new class easy.
 Appositive Phrase! Cross it out to find the
 subject!
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Prepositional phrases
 The subject can never be part of a prepositional phrase.
 ExampleThe students in my class study / studies hard.X
 Prepositional Phrase! Cross it out to find the
 subject!
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Possible Pitfalls
 Relative Pronouns (who/which/that) can be either singular or plural, depending on the word they refer to.
 – The student who works hard will succeed.
 – The students who work hard will succeed.
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Making Subjects and Verbs Agree –Practice
 1. Many companies today (tests, test) their workers for drugs.
 2. To many people it (seems, seem) an invasion of privacy.
 3. Employers (worries, worry) that bus and train drivers are using drugs on the job.
 4. They (doesn’t, don’t) want the lives of their passengers at risk.
 Subject____________
 Subject__
 Subject____________
 Subject_____
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Making Subjects and Verbs Agree – Practice
 5. Even operators of rides in amusement parks (undergoes, undergo) tests.
 6. Professional athletes on a team (has, have) special problems because of unwelcome publicity.
 7. Some factories (installs, install) hidden video cameras for surveillance.
 8. The General Motors Company (hires, hire) undercover agents as workers.
 Subject___________
 Subject_________
 Subject_________
 Subject____________________________
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Verb Tense Shifts
 • Verbs tell WHEN things happened in your story.
 • The TENSE of your story is not the same as the timeline of your story.
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Why is Tense a big Deal? AVOID UNNECESSARY SHIFTS!
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Compare and Contrast
 • Choose 1 plate per group• Divide each bar into pieces appropriately for
 your group (so that each group member gets an equal-ish portion)
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Both claim to be
 healthy
 Both contain chocolate
 Both are edible…
 Chewy Quaker Bars
 • Nutritional content1. Fats/sugars2. Nutrients
 • Taste/texture1. Excessively sweet
 • Ingredients1. Real chocolate2. Dipped in chocolate
 Fiber Plus bars
 • Nutrition1. Fats/sugars2. nutrients
 • Taste/texture1. Dry and tasteless2. Taste cheap
 • Ingredients1. Flax seed2. Carob not
 chocolate
 Compare Nutrition Bars – Block format
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Point by PointThesis: The Fiber Plus bar is far superior to the other.
 • Nutritional content1. Chewy Quaker is less healthy2. List the nutrients in Fiber Plus
 • Taste/texture1. Fiber Plus2. Chewy Quaker wins on this one
 • Ingredients1. Real chocolate in Chewy2. Fiber Plus

Page 24
						

Known Issues (pg 230-231)1. “So what?” –
 a) Why should your reader care? FIND A PURPOSE• Recommend a product/business/action
 b) Direct your thesis to a particular audience
 2. Describe your subjects clearly and distinctly3. Avoid a choppy essay – use transitions!
 (pg 231)
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Some additional topic options• stages of a person's life• Two places you have visited• Two perspectives on the same place: past and present• Two perspectives on the same place: morning and
 night• Two fast-food restaurants• An online class compared to a traditional class• The Toyota Camry hybrid and the Camry sedan• Two candidates competing for public office• Two pets in the same household• The rules set for you as a child and the rules you have
 set (or plan to set) for your own children• Two professional athletes• Two views of your parents: before and after you left
 home• Your experiences before and after giving up a bad
 habit• Two neighborhoods• Two vampires• Two ways to break a bad habit• A real vacation and a dream vacation• Two hosts of late-night talk shows• A good boss and a bad boss• Bulimia and anorexia
 • Two video games• Two classes in the same subject: one in high school
 and the other in college• The car you own and the car you dream of owning• Two types of exercise• Two ways of studying for an exam• Two sports fans• Two ways of losing weight: one healthy, the other
 dangerous• Microsoft’s Zune and Apple's iPod• Your family home and the house of your dreams• Harry Potter--on the page and on the screen• Two memorable teachers or professors• Two workplaces• Two coffee shops• Infatuation versus love• Two close friends• Living on campus and living off campus• A starting pitcher and a reliever• Two ways of downloading music or movies• Two versions of a movie• An active student and a passive student
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Assignment
 1. Choose your topic2. Do a pre-write for your topic
 – Venn diagram (Block format) OR Point-by-Point
 3. Determine what kind of information you will need for your quotes
 – Next week: how to introduce quotes
 4. Research. Find sources and appropriate quotes.

Page 27
						

Research• Each group member needs to research
 their own articles (2) about this topic. You will compare them next week.

Page 28
						

Homework
 • Compare/Contrast 1st draft DUE @ beginning of NEXT MEETING (50 points)
 • Read: Compare/Contrast Student Essays – pgs 233-239
 • Research Scaffold• Vocab – choose 10 words from the articles you
 research, that you will use in your paper
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