


	
		×
		

	






    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

                
                    
                        
                    
                

                
                    
                        
                            
							
                        

                    

                

                
                    	
                            Log in
                        
	
                            Upload File
                        


                

            


            
                
                    	
                            Most Popular
                        
	
                            Art & Photos
                        
	
                            Automotive
                        
	
                            Business
                        
	
                            Career
                        
	
                            Design
                        
	
                            Education
                        
	
                            Hi-Tech
                        


                    + Browse for More
                

            

        

    



    
        
            
                
                

                
                	Home
	Documents

	The Narrative Essay -...



                




    
        
            
                
                    
                        

                        
                        
                    

                    
                        
						1

3
                        
                    

                    
                        
                        100%
Actual Size
Fit Width
Fit Height
Fit Page
Automatic


                        
                    

					
                

            

            
                
                    
                    
                    
                

                
                    

                    

                    
                        
                         Match case
                         Limit results 1 per page
                        

                        
                        

                    

                

            

            
									
    
        
        

        

        

        
        
            http://www.edhelperblog.com/cgi-bin/vspec.cg The Narrative Essay By Brenda B. Covert 1 Don't let the term narrative essay alarm you. A narrative essay is simply a personal story, and we all have at least a few of these to tell. Sometimes plays and movies have a narrator, a person who stands to the side and tells his or her story. The narrator describes actions as well as thoughts and feelings. For the purpose of this lesson, you are the narrator. The story you choose to write will be your narrative essay. One of mine was published in a national magazine in 1999. 1 wrote about my personal experience with adoption. Many magazines publish personal narratives; readers are interested in other people's lives and how they handled danger, conflict, or uncertainty. Take a moment to jot down three of your own true-life, personal story ideas. 2 Unlike some other essay forms, the narrative essay is written in the first person viewpoint. Because this is your story, you can pepper it with the words "I," "me," "my," and "mine." This is a personal experience piece. While an opinion essay would also be written in first person, it would dwell more on thoughts and ideas than on events. Your narrative essay will be event-driven. 3 For example, take this sentence: "I was never more scared than the day I lost my little sister hi a crowded mall." With that opening statement, the reader knows they are about to learn the details of that day, from the moments leading up to the child's disappearance, to your terrified scramble to find her, and finally to your reunion at the security office. You will draw them into the story with your descriptions of your fears and your attempts to locate your sister. 4 Your story will be written in the storytelling style complete with setting, characters, plot, climax, and ending. Let's use my adoption story as an example. It was laid out like this: Setting: the quiet home of a childless couple, the social services office, the wife's office Main Characters: a white husband and wife and two black foster babies Plot: Will this couple ever have children? Will the babies ever have parents? Climax: the birth parents choose to give up the babies for adoption Ending: the couple joyfully adopts both babies and completes their family 5 Now look back at your three narrative ideas. Can they be outlined in the above form? If so, choose one and list the setting, characters, plot, climax, and ending. If for any reason your ideas won't work for your essay, I'll help you by providing a few Iof3 10/23/09 8:33 AI 
        

        
    






				            

        

    









                
                    The Narrative Essay - Wikispacesorchardfarms5thgrade.wikispaces.com/file/view/Narrative+Essay.pdf · The Narrative Essay By Brenda B. Covert 1 Don't let the term narrative essay alarm


                    
                                                Download PDF
                        
                        Report
                    

                    
                        	
								Upload

									vuongque
								

							
	
                                View

                                    256
                                

                            
	
                                Download

                                    4
                                

                            


                    

                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                    
Facebook

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
Twitter

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
E-Mail

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
LinkedIn

                        

                        
                        
                            
                            
Pinterest

                        

                    


                    
                

                

                    
                    Embed Size (px)
                        344 x 292
429 x 357
514 x 422
599 x 487


                    

                    

                    
                                        Citation preview

                    Page 1
						
						

http://www.edhelperblog.com/cgi-bin/vspec.cg
 The Narrative EssayBy Brenda B. Covert
 1 Don't let the term narrative essay alarm you. A narrative essay is simply apersonal story, and we all have at least a few of these to tell. Sometimes plays andmovies have a narrator, a person who stands to the side and tells his or her story. Thenarrator describes actions as well as thoughts and feelings. For the purpose of thislesson, you are the narrator. The story you choose to write will be your narrativeessay. One of mine was published in a national magazine in 1999. 1 wrote about mypersonal experience with adoption. Many magazines publish personal narratives;readers are interested in other people's lives and how they handled danger, conflict, oruncertainty. Take a moment to jot down three of your own true-life, personal storyideas.
 2 Unlike some other essay forms, the narrative essay is written in the first personviewpoint. Because this is your story, you can pepper it with the words "I," "me,""my," and "mine." This is a personal experience piece. While an opinion essay wouldalso be written in first person, it would dwell more on thoughts and ideas than onevents. Your narrative essay will be event-driven.
 3 For example, take this sentence: "I was never more scared than the day I lost mylittle sister hi a crowded mall." With that opening statement, the reader knows they areabout to learn the details of that day, from the moments leading up to the child'sdisappearance, to your terrified scramble to find her, and finally to your reunion at thesecurity office. You will draw them into the story with your descriptions of your fearsand your attempts to locate your sister.
 4 Your story will be written in the storytelling style complete with setting,characters, plot, climax, and ending. Let's use my adoption story as an example. It waslaid out like this:
 Setting: the quiet home of a childless couple, the social services office, the wife'sofficeMain Characters: a white husband and wife and two black foster babiesPlot: Will this couple ever have children? Will the babies ever have parents?Climax: the birth parents choose to give up the babies for adoptionEnding: the couple joyfully adopts both babies and completes their family
 5 Now look back at your three narrative ideas. Can they be outlined in the aboveform? If so, choose one and list the setting, characters, plot, climax, and ending. If forany reason your ideas won't work for your essay, I'll help you by providing a few
 I o f 3 10/23/09 8:33 AI
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http://www.edhelperblog.com/cgi-bin/
 topics from which you can choose.Alternative Topics for Narrative Essay
 • The Biggest Lie I Ever Told and Its Consequences• The Weirdest Thing That Ever Happened to Me (or My Family)• The Best Decision I Ever Made• My Favorite Childhood Memory
 6 Have you outlined your story yet? Let's move on to the next step-filling in thedetails. If you follow your outline, you won't get sidetracked by irrelevant details.You will introduce your characters-that being yourself and anyone else involved in theevent-and the setting where the event began. Include a statement about the plot inyour first paragraph so that your readers know what to expect. Your essay willdescribe the events that led up to the climax or turning point of your story, and it willend with the final results.
 7 Your essay will not include details that don't move your story forward. Forexample, in my adoption story I didn't write about other people's experiences withadoption or the ways adoption law has changed over the years; those elements wouldhave stalled the story. I could have added details about my happy childhood in thecountry or my friend who admitted to living in a foster home, but those elementswould have detracted from my plot and weakened my story. Remember to stick totelling one story, and tell it well.
 8 Your narrative essay-your personal experience story-should make and supportone point. It should also share specific details. Sharing your feelings throughout theessay is one way to add detail. Next, think of your five main senses-sight, smell,hearing, taste, and touch. Whenever possible, include those types of details in yourstory. Your descriptions of the way something looked, smelled, sounded, tasted, or feltto the touch will draw the reader right into the story. Just don't overdo it. You want toflavor the story, not overwhelm it. A little salt makes food taste better; a lot justmakes you want to spit! Choose details that help explain and support your story.
 9 After you've planned the topic, the outline, and the best details, think aboutadding some conversation. Relevant dialogue adds interest to any story. Did you knowthat it is permissible to "clean up" any quotations that you use? For instance, if you arewriting about the moment you learned that your best friend was moving away, itwouldn't be necessary to quote word for word what was said. You can change, "Well,um, ya know, my Dad, uh, he got a new job, and—well—we're moving across thecountry," to "My Dad got a new job. We're moving across the country."
 10 Your ending should be like the beautiful bow that tops a colorfully gift-wrapped
 2 of 3 10/23/09 8:33 A!
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 box. It adds a little extra "oomph" to the piece. This is where you will emphasize thevalue of your personal experience to yourself and perhaps even to others. You mayoffer words of wisdom here, or maybe a punchline if your experience fits thehumorous category. You'll only need three or four sentences, so make them count.You might write several different endings and have a friend choose the best one. Payparticular attention to your last sentence; it will summarize your narrative essay. Inthat previously mentioned adoption story, the last line could have doubled as the firstline-although it didn't. "While this wasn't the vision of family with which I grew up,today I can't imagine life without our two little blessings."
 11 Finally, remember that this is one of the easier writing assignments; all the"research" is already in your head, waiting for you to release it to paper! What are youwaiting for?
 Copyright © 2009 edHelper
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