


	
		×
		

	






    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

                
                    
                        
                    
                

                
                    
                        
                            
							
                        

                    

                

                
                    	
                            Log in
                        
	
                            Upload File
                        


                

            


            
                
                    	
                            Most Popular
                        
	
                            Art & Photos
                        
	
                            Automotive
                        
	
                            Business
                        
	
                            Career
                        
	
                            Design
                        
	
                            Education
                        
	
                            Hi-Tech
                        


                    + Browse for More
                

            

        

    



    
        
            
                
                

                
                	Home
	Documents

	The "Greening of Richmond" April 2013 Richmond Magazine



                

    
        
            

                
                    

                        
                            
                                


                            

                        


                    

                

            

        

    


    
        
            prev

            next

        

        
            
                
            

            out of 2

        

    








                
                    The "Greening of Richmond" April 2013 Richmond Magazine


                    
                                                Download PDF
                        
                        Report
                    

                    
                        	
								Upload

									jeanette-mckittrick
								

							
	
                                View

                                    223
                                

                            
	
                                Download

                                    0
                                

                            


                    

                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                    
Facebook

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
Twitter

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
E-Mail

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
LinkedIn

                        

                        
                        
                            
                            
Pinterest

                        

                    


                    
                

                

                    
                    Embed Size (px)
                        344 x 292
429 x 357
514 x 422
599 x 487


                    

                    

                    
                                        Citation preview

                    	
7/28/2019 The "Greening of Richmond" April 2013 Richmond
Magazine

1/2

Lowdown,{@I4'*tw$'~fM.?~

R e n d er in gs b y 3 no rth s h owp la ns to re s to re M o n
ro e P a rk ,a m o ng o th e r g re e n- s pa c ep ro je c ts o n
th e c ity 's a ge nd a .

The Greening of RichmondPublic garden designer Lynden M iller
helps inspire improvement ifpublic spaces' ake it gorgeous, andthey
will come."Fiveyears ago,public gar-

den designer LyndenMiller shared this

mantra while speaking
atTheCommon-wealthClubaboutaddinglushgreenspac-estoRichmond's urban
landscape.Miller's words stuck with Jeannette

McKittrick of the Three Chopt GardenClub, inspiring her and
others to createCapital Trees, apartnership among fourchapters of
the Garden Club of Virginiaandthecity,in2010."Webelieve in the
power of awell-

planted, well-maintained place to trans-formcity lifeand
thewaypeoplebehaveand feel about Richmond,"
McKittricksays.Inaddition, addingmoregreenspaceincreases theoverall
treecanopy,subduescity noise, and reduces pollution andstormwater
runoff into theJamesRiver.In md-January, Miller, renowned for

herworkbeautifyingNewYorkCity'sCen-tral andBryantparks,returned
foranothertour ofRichmond'spublicspacesonbehalfof Lewis Ginter
Botanical Garden, Capi-

tal Treesand 3north. Onadreary winterafternoon, she and agroup
ofmorethan40peoplehuddled intheconferenceroomat 3north
foraround-table discussion ofgreen-spacerevitalization
inRichmond."I think you are right on the cusp of

somethingveryexcitinghappening," Mill-ersaid.During her visit,
shegotaclose-upof

the RMA Plaza, located off Byrd Streetbetween Ninth and
10thstreets, atoptheRMAExpressway. Thecity
hasbudgeted$850,000tomaintain thebridgestructureand renovate the
surfacepark, while it'sexpected that renovation costsabovethat-
including adding trees, gardens, seat-ingandpublicgatheringspaces-
will befunded through privatedonations.While discussing the plaza's
poten-

tial, Miller ventured her own ideas -adding terraces for
seating, creating acurvy footpath tommc the
flowoftheJames,andadding plants and stonealongthepath to look like
ariver bank.Oneoftheprojectsinspired byMiller's

2008visit was theurban canopy createdon 14thStreet between Bank
and Main

40 I aprit 2Cll3

streets. In February 2012,atriple alleeofginkgoesand
swampwhiteoaks- alongwith lush rain gardens of grasses, irisesand
liriope - were planted by CapitalTrees to break up the "concrete
canyon"between twogovernmentparkinggarages.Designandengineering
isnowunder wayto extend the allee north to
BroadStreetandtheMCVIVCUcampus, animportantgatewaytoRichmond
from1-95.Also on the agenda is the Jefferson

Greenway,inspired byThomasjefferson'svision of ahilltop Capitol
facing the fallline of the JamesRiver. This project willretrofit
10thStreet fromtheCapitol southto the canal, adding new trees,
plantingsand stormwater management. The citycontributed
$30,000toprelimnary inves-tigation and collaborated with
CapitalTreesandtheAlliancefortheChesapeakeBaytoreceivefunding,
saysMichael Wal-lace,acityspokesman.Then there's the restoration of
Mon-

roePark, which will add new pathways,lighting, landscaping and
eco-friendlyinfrastructure. Theestimated cost is$6.2mllion,
accordingto3north,whichhas ~

Renderings courtesy of 3north
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.Banking the Easy Way!Local Decision Making,) Fast Loan Approval
&Experienced Bankers
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PREMIER BANK320N. First Street, Richmond, VA

(804) 771-5200www.premerbankinc.com

...,news cont'doffered its design and engineering
servicesprobono fortheproject, aswell asothers.

"Wewant tomake it feelmorelikeaparkrather than apiece of land
with roads cut-ting through it," says3north's Scott Ukrop,who hopes
to seeMonroe Park completedbefore the 2015 UCI Road World
CyclingChampionships bring visitors fromaroundtheworld
toRichmond.

The city will fund all undergroundimprovements at an estimated
cost of$3million, including streetlights, utilities,stormwater
management and surface res-toration, while it's estimated that
privatedonations will fund theabove-ground workto the tune of
$3.2million, with improve-ments such as landscaping, lighting
andamenities, aswell as the restoration of thepark's Checkers
House, including a smallcafe with outdoor seating. Fundraising
isongoing.

"Thepark has been neglected, andtherehave been attempts over the
years to fix itup. And the plans were drawn and weretoomuch
ofadeparture," Ukrop says. "Thislatest effortwill bring itback
toaperiod ofsignificance - 1904."

"That is when the park was at its hey-day," says Alice Massie,
amember of theMonroe Park Conservancy, agroup creat-ed in
2010toadvise the city onwhat to dowith the park. "It didn't decline
until alotlater; 1904was a really good time for thepark, and wehad
alotofdocumentation astowhat was there."

While most of the city's green-spaceprojects are currently in
the planning andfundraising stages,onepark should beopencome
summer. Great Shiplock Park, over-looking the James River, is being
sprucedup as the terminus to the 55-mileVirginiaCapital Trail,
linking the city toWilliams-burg along theRoute5corridor
viabicycle.Thepark project isslated forcompletion bylateMayor early
June, with improvementssuch asnew lighting, bike racks, new
land-scaping and stormwater management. Theproject, costing
alittlemorethan $500,000,is funded privately, according to the
Vir-ginia Capital Trail Foundation.

"I really feel like there is some power-ful work going on
locally," says RandeeHumphrey, director of education at LewisGinter
Botanical Garden. "Itgivesusalottobehopeful about. It'sabout
creating beautythat lifts our spirits and builds economicprosperity
and provides good civil life."- Marissa Hermanson
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