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THE AMAZINGPROPHECY OFNAMES
 DDuring World War II, myfather-in-law spent 18months in a prisoner-of-war
 camp. In the camp, loudspeakersoften played music, and one of thesongs that was heard repeatedly was“Lili Marlene.” Somehow it gave himhope, and he fell in love with thebeauty of that name. Years later hegave that name, which was filledwith personal significance, to hisonly daughter—my wife Marlene.
 Names are like that. They havegreat importance in humanrelationships. Nowhere, however, isa name more important than in ourrelationship with the living Lord. Ina way that sets Him apart from allothers, He ties His name to Hisreputation, and then to His own self-introduction as “God with us.”
 This booklet is about theamazing prophecy of Isaiah 9:6,where the prophet, 700 years beforethe coming of Messiah, describedthe One whose names reveal Hisimportance to us.
 Bill CrowderManaging Editor: David Sper Cover Design:Terry BidgoodScripture quotations are from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by ThomasNelson, Inc. Used by permission.All rights reserved.© 1996,2002 RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, Michigan Printed in USA
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?
 WWhat’s in a name?SShakespeare’s
 Romeo And Julietmade this question famous.They fall in love beforelearning they bear thenames of rival families.Romeo is a Montague andJuliet a Capulet. Willing todeny name before love,Juliet cries out, “Romeo,Romeo! Wherefore art thou,Romeo? Deny thy fatherand refuse thy name. Or ifthou wilt not, be but swornmy love, and I’ll no longerbe a Capulet.” A few lineslater, Juliet asks, “What’s ina name? That which we calla rose, by any other namewould smell as sweet.”
 In other settings, thefamily name can seem moreimportant. I remember as ayoung boy watching myfather go through the pain ofa failed business that left myparents several thousand
 dollars in debt. Rather thandeclare bankruptcy, he wentto each of his creditors andtold them he would paythem back every cent if ittook him until the day hedied. On his handshake andhis name, each creditor tookhim at his word—and hekept his promise to the full,furthering his credibility andtestimony of integrity in thebusiness community.
 A name is important.From the day of our birth,our parents use our nameto link us to their ownpreferences and values.People name their sonsPeter and Paul, and theirdogs Nero and Brutus. But no one uses the nameJudas—not even for a dog.
 2
 “A good name is tobe chosen rather
 than great riches.”Proverbs 22:1
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The significance of aname was particularly truein Bible times. In both Oldand New Testaments, nameswere used to reflect personalexperience or express orinfluence character:
 Jacob (Gen. 25:26).Jacob (which means“supplanter”) was so namedbecause, though the secondof twin brothers, he wouldovertake his brother, Esau,in position and significance.This was foreshadowedduring his birth, andbecame reality as Jacobstole both the blessing and the birthright from his firstborn brother.
 Naomi (Ruth 1:20).The name Naomi means“delightful one.” Upon her return from the land of Moab, however, shechanged her name to Mara,meaning “bitter.” Why?Because in Moab she hadsuffered the bitter loss of ahusband, two sons, and adaughter-in-law.
 Samuel (1 Sam.1:20). In the openingchapter of 1 Samuel,Hannah, in extremeanguish of heart, prayedintensely for God to give alife to her barren womb andbless her with a son. Shepromised to commit thatson to the work of Godamong His people Israel.God graciously granted herrequest and gave her a son,who would be the finaljudge of Israel. He wouldalso anoint Israel’s first twokings, Saul and David. Thename she gave to that sonwas Samuel, which means“heard of God,” becauseGod had heard and grantedher request.
 Barnabas (Acts4:36). In the NewTestament, we find a mannamed Joseph, who was soactive in caring for peopleand encouraging others thathe received a new name—anickname. That name wasBarnabas, which means
 3
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“son of consolation” or “sonof encouragement.”
 Names are important to the people of the Bible.Nowhere is this moresignificant than in the one who, according to theNew Testament, has aname that means “Savior.”In Matthew 1:21, we read words attributed to an angelic messengerspeaking to Joseph:
 She will bring forth aSon, and you shall callHis name Jesus, for Hewill save His people from their sins.The name Jesus means
 “Jehovah our Savior.” It is the New Testamentequivalent of the Hebrewname Joshua, Yeshua, orHoshea. While others worethese names in honor ofGod, Jesus bore His nameas an expression of theSavior-God that the NewTestament says He was.
 Whether or not we haveaccepted the claims of the
 New Testament regardingChrist, it’s important for usto see that the Scriptureshonor the name Jesus forseveral reasons. Accordingto them:• It is the name by
 which we must besaved. “Nor is theresalvation in any other,for there is no othername under heavengiven among men bywhich we must besaved” (Acts 4:12).
 • It is the name that isto set the tone foreverything a Christiandoes. “Whatever you doin word or deed, do all inthe name of the LordJesus, giving thanks toGod the Father throughHim” (Col. 3:17).
 • It is the name atwhich, one day in thefuture, every knee shallbow. “That at the nameof Jesus every kneeshould bow, of those inheaven, and of those on
 4
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earth, and of those underthe earth, and that everytongue should confessthat Jesus Christ is Lord,to the glory of God theFather” (Phil. 2:10-11).It is just as clear,
 however, that from the time of Jesus’ birth untilnow, many have missed ordismissed the significanceof His name. In the days of His childhood, Hisneighbors knew Him as theson of Joseph the carpenter.In our generation, many ofour neighbors know Jesusonly as an expression ofanger, alarm, or profanity.Many more have only acasual understanding of thescores of additional namesgiven to Him in the Bible.For that reason, in thefollowing pages we will lookat four significant namesthat are used in anticipationof a coming Messiah morethan 600 years before thebirth of Jesus.
 As we consider these
 names, keep in mind thatwhile others use aliases tohide their true identity, the
 Scriptures use many namesfor Christ to help us get toknow Him. By discoveringthat He is a person of manynames, we will be led deeperinto an understanding ofwho He is and why Hedeserves our trust.
 5
 “Unto us a Child is born, unto us aSon is given; andthe government will be upon His
 shoulder. And His name will becalled WonderfulCounselor, MightyGod, EverlastingFather, Prince
 of Peace.”Isaiah 9:6
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THE PREDICTEDNAMES OFMESSIAH
 NNo Old Testamentprophet had moreto say about the
 promised Messiah of Israelthan the prophet Isaiah. Ina period spanning at least64 years, Isaiah (whosename means “the salvationof Jehovah”) was God’sspokesman to Israel duringthe reigns of four kings—Uzziah (or Azariah),Jotham, Ahaz, andHezekiah.
 Isaiah predicted acoming messianic agemarked by world peace. Heforesaw a world governmentin the last days that wouldturn the eyes of theinternational community on Jerusalem (Isa. 2:1-4).He also described thecoming of a Servant-Rulerwho would bring amysterious blend of powerand suffering (Isa. 53; 61:1-
 3). But the character of thiscoming Servant is mostclearly stated in Isaiah 9:6,where the prophet declared:
 Unto us a Child is born,unto us a Son is given;and the government willbe upon His shoulder. AndHis name will be calledWonderful Counselor,Mighty God, EverlastingFather, Prince of Peace.Here, Isaiah says
 several things that remaineda mystery until the comingof Christ. While it was clearthat he was predicting acoming world leader and the inevitability of amessianic age, what couldnot have been seen untilafter Jesus’ life, death, andresurrection is that Isaiahwas actually predicting thearrival of the Son of God.All of this we can now see packed tightly andprofoundly into a series ofnames Isaiah used for thecoming Servant of God.
 Before we look more 6
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closely at these names, let’s review the scope of this amazing prophecy. Let’s share the wonder of a passage that could beunderstood clearly onlyafter the prophecy’s partialfulfillment in the firstcoming of Christ.
 The Birth OfMessiah. “Unto us a Childis born, unto us a Son isgiven . . . and His name willbe called . . . Mighty God,Everlasting Father, Prince ofPeace.” Because of suchprophecies, generations ofJewish women dreamed ofbeing the mother who wouldgive birth to the promised
 and long-awaited Messiah. Ever since the Bethlehem
 arrival of Jesus, it has beenclear that this prophecyanticipated far more thanthe birth of an eventualworld leader. We can nowsee in the phrase “unto us a Son is given” the entranceof God’s own Son into thehuman race that He hadcreated.
 The Kingdom OfMessiah. “. . . and thegovernment will be upon Hisshoulder . . . .” These arewords filled with bothprophetic and practicalsignificance. Prophetically,Isaiah saw the day when ason of Israel would bearupon his shoulder theweight of world leadership.In chapter 2, Isaiahpredicted that in the lastdays the house of the Lordwould be established inJerusalem. He said the Lord Himself would “judgebetween the nations, andrebuke many people; they
 7
 The Son of Godbecame the Son of Man, so that
 sons of men could become sons of God.
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shall beat their swords intoplowshares, and their spearsinto pruning hooks; nationshall not lift up swordagainst nation, neither shallthey learn war anymore”(Isa. 2:4). Revelation, thelast book of the NewTestament, says that on thatday an angel of God willdeclare, “The kingdoms ofthis world have become thekingdoms of our Lord and ofHis Christ [or Messiah], andHe shall reign forever andever!” (Rev. 11:15).
 Those who have bowedtheir knee to this comingMessiah and Lord can findpresent encouragement inthat future day. While weregard as mythology theimage of Atlas bearing onhis shoulder the globe ofthe world, we can see inGod’s Messiah a real Lord who can carry thecombined weight of all human problems.Inexpressible comfort canbe found as we discover
 that the “shoulders” whichwill someday carry thegovernment of the world arelarge enough to bear anypersonal weight or burdenthat we bring to Him now.
 The Character OfMessiah. “. . . and Hisname will be called . . . .”Remember, Hebrew namesare significant. In this finalportion of the verse, theprophet used a marvelouslydescriptive set of names tounfold to us the veryessence of the person of theMessiah. In order to give us
 8
 The shoulders that will bear thegovernment of the
 world are largeenough to bear the weight of all
 of the problems ofall of His people.
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a full understanding of thecoming Redeemer, Isaiahused four compoundnames, each giving adifferent window throughwhich to view the Son ofGod who was to becomethe Son of man for us.These four names shapeour understanding of whoGod’s Messiah is. They canhelp us develop a personalrelationship with Him, andshow us in moments of fearwhere to find Him.
 Let’s take these namesone at a time. The first ofthem is “WonderfulCounselor.”
 A GUIDING NAME:“WONDERFULCOUNSELOR”“Unto us a Child is born,unto us a Son is given . . . .And His name will be calledWonderful Counselor.”
 What is themeaning of the name “WonderfulCounselor”? This name
 literally translates, “awonder of a counselor.” But what does it mean?Let’s look at it in two parts.
 “Wonderful.” The first is the word Wonderful. TheHebrew word pala indicates“something uncommon orout of the ordinary.” Itreflects “a phenomenonlying outside the realm ofhuman explanation; thatwhich is separated from thenormal course of events;something that cannot beexplained.”
 The same Hebrew word is used in Psalm139:6 in just this way:“Such knowledge is toowonderful for me; it is high,I cannot attain it.” It issomething miraculous! Theproblem is that we have alow view of the miraculous,and therefore a limitedsense of wonder.
 Think of some of theways we routinely use theword miracle. In 1980, whenthe US Hockey Team won
 9
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gold in the Olympics, Al Michaels’ now-famouscry was, “Do you believe in miracles? Yes!” In a once-popular television ad, a monk is able to getproductive work out of hisphotocopier, and all presentexclaim, “It’s a miracle.” Acollege student comes out ofa classroom holding herexam paper, which bears thegrade “A+” and says to herfriend, “This is a miracle! Ididn’t think I was anywherenear ready for that test.”
 In reality, however, those things are notmiracles. They can all beexplained—though somemay take a little more effortto explain than others.
 Do we have a sense of wonder that goes beyond all human, rationalexplanation? Or have thesuccesses of human scienceand technology robbed us ofour ability to worship a Godof miracles? Do we honestlybelieve that the greatest
 “miracles” are not come-from-behind victories by ourfavorite sports team, or thelatest in technologicalwizardry, or the wonderdrug that calmed our hayfever? All of those can beexplained.
 A real wonder issomething beyond humanexplanation. And theprophet Isaiah declared thatthe coming Child and Sonwould be a wonder. This not only describes what Hedoes, it describes who He is.Do you see Him that way?He, Himself, is the wonder!
 10
 Wonder is foundnot merely in
 what is difficult to explain, but inthat which cannot
 be captured byhuman reason.
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“Counselor.” The secondpart of this compounddescription of the comingMessiah is Counselor. In itshistorical Hebrew usage, theword is used to picture aking giving counsel to hispeople. To that end, Micahdeclared the dilemma of thecaptives in Babylon thisway, “Now why do you cryaloud? Is there no king inyour midst? Has yourcounselor perished?” (4:9).
 Long before the Child was ever born, long before the Son wasgiven, Isaiah foretold that God was planning tosend a Counselor for thebrokenhearted people of theworld. And long after Jesus’entrance into the world wecan see that He personifiedthe kind of counsel that willgo out from Jerusalem in thelast days.• “He will teach us His
 ways, and we shall walkin His paths. For out ofZion shall go forth the
 law, and the word of theLord from Jerusalem”(Isa. 2:3).
 • “. . . the Spirit of wisdomand understanding” (Isa. 11:2).
 • “. . . the Lord of hosts,who is wonderful incounsel and excellent inguidance” (Isa. 28:29).What is the
 evidence that Jesus Christ is the WonderfulCounselor? For us wholive on this side of the life,death, and resurrection ofChrist, these statements arenot just theory. We can see them fleshed out in aPerson. We now can read,and reflect, and appeal forhelp from the One “whobecame for us wisdom fromGod” (1 Cor. 1:30). Fromour point in history we can see that Jesus is thevery wisdom of God.
 When you take all thatwe know about Christ, itadds up to a marvelous
 11
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truth—He is the God whois, and who is called, a“Wonder of a Counselor.”
 His Wonder. If a wonder is anything thatexcites amazement, then itdescribes everything aboutthe One who came infulfillment of Isaiah’sprophecy. In 1 Timothy 3:16,Paul expressed the wonderof the Lord who clothedHimself in human flesh:
 Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God wasmanifested in the flesh,justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preachedamong the Gentiles,believed on in the world,received up in glory.The wonder of this
 brief statement disturbsphilosophers, delightsbeggars, and comforts thebrokenhearted. It speaks ofthe Hero of heaven whogathers little children toHimself. He is the Son ofGod who offers to bring
 people of all nations to HisFather, and who invites allwho trust Him to be part of His family forever.
 What He did in His work of redemption for us isbeyond comprehension. Tryto imagine what it will meanto enjoy for all eternity awondering, worshiping,loving relationship with the Creator God, the Son ofheaven who became sin forus (2 Cor. 5:20-21). Thinkabout Him: God the Son,deity in every way, yetwilling to bear our sins in His body on the tree.Everything about Him
 12
 We now can seethe principle ofwisdom fleshed out in a Person
 of unlimitedunderstanding.
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should stir our hearts inwonder-filled submission!
 His Counsel. Even as achild of 12, Jesus astoundedJewish rabbis with Hiswisdom (Lk. 2:46-47). Lukerecorded that “the Childgrew and became strong inspirit, filled with wisdom;and the grace of God wasupon Him” (2:40). In Hispublic life, people wereamazed at the truthfulnessof His counsel. “When He had come to His owncountry, He taught them intheir synagogue, so that theywere astonished and said,‘Where did this Man get thiswisdom and these mightyworks?’” (Mt. 13:54). Later,the apostle Paul wrote thatin Him “are hidden all thetreasures of wisdom andknowledge” (Col. 2:3).
 It’s appropriate, then, to ask ourselves whether we are as astonished at the wonder of a counseloras Isaiah was. Are wecaptivated by His charm,
 insight, and practicalgenius? Where else can we go to learn how to love,how to cry, how to live, andhow to die? Where else can we be so assured of theacceptance and forgivenessand comfort of God? Whereelse can we look into a facethat is the face of ourCreator, Savior, andCounselor?
 What is theimportance of thename “WonderfulCounselor” tobelievers today? Howdoes this “Wonder of aCounselor” give us help?How does He impart Hiswisdom, and how shouldwe seek it? It would be aserious error to think thatwe can now come to Himthe way a person comes toa fortune teller or a spiritualmedium.
 Because the WonderfulCounselor whom Isaiahpredicted is also ourCreator and Savior, and
 13
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because He is thefulfillment of all that both Old and NewTestaments teach, Hiscounsel is found whereverwe can find the words andprovisions of God.
 The Old Testament is His story. The NewTestament Gospels are therecord of His conversationswith the people of His day.The letters of the rest of theNew Testament representthe practical application ofHis teaching to life.
 We find His counsel inthe Sermon on the Mount,and in His conversationswith Peter, James, and John.We find His teaching andwisdom in the letters of theapostle Paul. We find Hisinsight in the letters to theseven churches ofRevelation.
 Our WonderfulCounselor urges us to letHim bring us to the Father.He offers Himself as thesacrifice for our sin and the
 basis of our acceptancewith God. He offers to befor us everything we needfor this life and the next. Hewas not just telling us whatwe want to hear when Hereassuringly said:
 Do not worry, saying,“What shall we eat?” or“What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?”For after all these thingsthe Gentiles seek. Foryour heavenly Fatherknows that you need allthese things. But seek firstthe kingdom of God andHis righteousness, and all these things shall beadded to you. Thereforedo not worry abouttomorrow, for tomorrowwill worry about its ownthings. Sufficient for theday is its own trouble(Mt. 6:31-34).How then does our
 Wonderful Counselor help us with our problemsand lead us to a place ofsecurity, satisfaction, and
 14
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enjoyment? He does sothrough His Word andprayer (Ps. 119:24; Jas.1:5). He does so byreminding us that there issafety in a multitude ofgood counselors (Prov.11:14). But most of all Hedoes so with the assurancethat because of who He isHe can help us in ways thatgo far beyond our ability tounderstand (Ps. 32:8).
 Our WonderfulCounselor’s ability to help us goes far beyond the limited help that we areable to offer one another.
 I was reminded of ourown limitations to help oneanother while on a briefstopover in London on areturn trip from Israel.While standing on a cornerof Oxford Street, a mancame to me and asked mefor directions to a certainplace in London (where Ihad now been for a total ofabout 18 hours). No matterhow concerned I was for
 this man, or how sincerely I wanted him to reach hisdestination, the problemwas that he was asking thewrong person for directions.I simply was not equippedto give him the guidance heneeded (and told him so).
 Christ is able to give usthe needed direction for life.How thankful we should be that Isaiah spoke of aWonderful Counselor, whois also rightly named the“Mighty God.”
 A POWERFULNAME:“MIGHTYGOD”“Unto us a Child is born,unto us a Son is given . . . .And His name will be called. . . Mighty God.”
 What is themeaning of the name“Mighty God”? Thename “Mighty God” is anOld Testament title hereapplied to the comingMessiah. It is the compoundHebrew El Gibbor, and both
 15
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parts of the name need tobe understood.
 “God.” The first part ofthe title is El, which is usedin the Old Testament to referto the one true God (thoughon occasion it is used ofmighty heroes, or even falsegods). It is the singular formof the word Elohim.
 Even though JesusHimself pointed out that thetitle is sometimes used ofmighty sons of men (Jn.10:34), the title is so oftenused of God, and only God,that the prophet Hosea usedEl to set God in contrast toman in Hosea 11:9. Isaiahhimself used El in the sameway when he declared,“Now the Egyptians aremen, and not God [lit. El];and their horses are flesh,and not spirit. When theLord stretches out His hand,both he who helps will fall,and he who is helped willfall down; they all will perishtogether” (Isa. 31:3).
 That Isaiah 9:6 was
 predicting One who wouldbe far more than a man isindicated not only by thethird name “EverlastingFather” and by otherprophetic references such asIsaiah 2:1-4, but by the NewTestament record of Christ.The Christ who walked onwater, died voluntarily forour sin, and then rose bodilyfrom the dead is the Onewho also said, “BeforeAbraham was, I am” (Jn.8:58). He is the One ofwhom John wrote:
 In the beginning was theWord, and the Word waswith God, and the Wordwas God. He was in thebeginning with God. Allthings were made throughHim, and without Himnothing was made thatwas made (Jn. 1:1-3).“Mighty.” The other part
 of the name is Gibbor, whichmeans “strength, power,hero.” What a statement! Ina world where heroes aredetermined by their athletic
 16
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prowess or financial power,we are told that the onlyOne truly worthy to beadored is the One whosemight is unparalleled! Isaiah10:21 describes Him as therefuge of the remnant, andDeuteronomy 10:17 declaresthat He is the “great God,mighty and awesome.”
 The focus of Isaiah’sprophecy is El Gibbor, the Mighty God who is our true Hero. What thisprophet in the seventhcentury BC anticipated, theNew Testament confirms.Because the Messiah wouldbe God, He would haveGod’s power. But to Isaiah,
 the amazing thing was thatthe Messiah would not onlyhave the power of God, Hewould be the God of power!
 In other parts of hisprophecy, Isaiah gave moredetails of what this mightypower would look like. Forinstance, in a messianicsection of his prophecy,Isaiah declared:
 The Spirit of the Lord Godis upon Me, because theLord has anointed Me topreach good tidings to thepoor; He has sent Me toheal the brokenhearted, toproclaim liberty to thecaptives, and the openingof the prison to those whoare bound; to proclaimthe acceptable year of theLord, and the day ofvengeance of our God; tocomfort all who mourn, toconsole those who mournin Zion, to give thembeauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, thegarment of praise for thespirit of heaviness; that
 17
 The Messiah would not only
 have the power ofGod, He would bethe God of power!
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they may be called treesof righteousness, theplanting of the Lord, that He may be glorified(61:1-3).What is the
 evidence that JesusChrist is the “MightyGod”? Jesus used Isaiah61:1-3 to make His claim asthe Messiah (Lk. 4:16-21).But because He onlypartially fulfilled thisprophecy in His firstcoming, He was onlypartially recognized. By His resurrection, perfect life,sacrificial death, and manymighty signs He showed wecould trust Him to returnone day to rule the world.Most of His own peoplerejected Him. John wrote,“He came to His own, andHis own did not receiveHim” (Jn. 1:11).
 In many cases, however,He was recognized as thelong-awaited Messiah.Nicodemus, a rabbi ofIsrael, recognized Him
 (cp. Jn. 3 with Jn. 19). The disciples recognizedHim (cp. Mt. 8:27 with16:16). Mary Magdalenerecognized Him, and herlife was transformed (Lk.8:2). Others’ lives werechanged as well, even thelife of the church’s mostfeared persecutor, Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9).
 These and thousands of other first-century Jewsbelieved—and for goodreason. Jesus Christ provedHimself to be El Gibbor asHe displayed His life-changing might and power.
 For those who see theirneed of a Savior, theevidence of Christ’s mightypower is overwhelming. Forthose who sense their ownweakness and inability tolive up to God’s standard,the apostle John wrote, “Asmany as received Him, tothem He gave the right tobecome children of God, tothose who believe in Hisname” (Jn. 1:12).
 18
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What the NewTestament provides is anopportunity to see thefullness of the “MightyGod” Isaiah was predicting.Before we go on, let’s makesure we understand what aMighty God our Savior andChampion is to those whotrust Him.
 Jesus as the MightyGod before His birth. Theclear statement of the Wordof God is that Christdisplayed His might in thecreation of the world beforeHe physically entered theworld. John 1:3 says, “Allthings were made throughHim, and without Himnothing was made that was made.” Colossians 1:16 agrees: “For by Him allthings were created that arein heaven and that are onearth, visible and invisible,whether thrones ordominions or principalitiesor powers. All things werecreated through Him andfor Him.”
 Christ displayed Hismight in the very act ofcreation itself, and He did soin a way that distinguishedHim from mere men. Manhas the ability to makethings, but he requires somebasic raw materials. Christ,however, showed His mightin the ability to create—tomake something out ofnothing! While ingenuity,genius, and creativity are all commendable andnecessary in inventing andmaking new things, it takesdivine might to create. Christdemonstrated that power inthe most profound way.
 Jesus as the MightyGod during His earthlylife. Look at the way Jesus showed His right to be recognized as the MightyGod that Isaiah predicted.He demonstrated powerover nature (Lk. 5:1-11),power over disease (Mt. 9:18-26), power over demons (Lk. 8:26-39),power over sin (Mk. 2:3-12),
 19
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and power over death (1 Cor. 15:1-19). Throughoutthe course of His public life,Christ revealed His divinemight in ways that not onlywere undeniable (Acts 2:22),but were also intentional
 validations of His claim of deity (Jn. 20:30-31).When we see the otherwiseinexplicable demonstrationsof the might and power ofGod in the unparalleled lifeof Christ, it becomes clearwhy Paul would call Jesus“the Son of God with power” (Rom. 1:4) and“Christ the power of Godand the wisdom of God”(1 Cor. 1:24).
 What is theimportance of thename “Mighty God”to believers today? Inthe midst of evidence thatshows Christ to be theMighty God, it is importantto remember that this ismore than just theologicaldata. It is divinely inspiredevidence that urges us tosee and respond to Christ asHe is—our “Mighty God.”
 He is the source of ourpower. In Acts 1:8, Jesuspromised to send the powerof the Holy Spirit to enableus to be His representativesin all the world. Inherent tothis provision of the Spirit isthe fact that He wants us tolive distinguishable livesand to display an honestyof heart in an impure worldas evidence of His presencein us.
 He is the strength ofour lives. In Philippians4:13, Paul wrote, “I can doall things through Christwho strengthens me.” What
 20
 What the Old Testament
 foreshadows, theNew Testament
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a great promise! He will strengthen us for all the circumstances andinevitabilities of life. Thisdoesn’t mean that we will never know pain orhardship, but that we, byHis might, can endurehardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. How can wedo that? Only as we do it inHis power, not in our own.
 He secures oureternity. The apostle Peterwrote that we are “kept bythe power of God” (1 Pet.1:5). Nothing can overcomethe divine power that keepsus in Christ. What a greatassurance it is to know thatwe are not secure becauseof our own strength to holdon to Him, but because ofHis power by which Heholds on to us.
 In view of the predictiveevidence of Isaiah and thehistoric record of theGospels, how can we see ourLord Jesus Christ as anythingless than the Mighty God, El
 Gibbor? In 1885, J. B. Figgisdescribed in his bookEmmanuel the surprising yetingenious way in which theMighty God showed Himselfby miracles, as well as byHis disarming display ofapproachable meekness:
 Christ’s inimitablemeekness and patiencenever once forsook Him in a vexatious,ungrateful, cruel sphere.He never stepped out ofthe humble sphere inwhich He was broughtup; He does not seem tohave ever possessed forHimself so much as thesmallest coin, and whenHe died had no meansfor providing for Hismother, and could onlycommend her to one ofHis disciples. Yet, Hislife was infinitelysuperior to all others. IfJesus were no more thana man or a hero, why arethere not more men likeHim? What God did for
 21
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one man, God wouldcertainly do for others. It is unaccountable thatit has never been done.The incarnation, whenJesus came as “theMighty God,” alonehelps us to the solutionof such an enigma.
 A TIMELESS NAME:“EVERLASTINGFATHER”“Unto us a Child is born,unto us a Son is given . . . .And His name will be called. . . Everlasting Father.”
 What is themeaning of the name“Everlasting Father”?This name offers honor that goes far beyondrecognition given to theJewish national fatherAbraham. For centuries itwas a name, like “MightyGod,” that was shrouded inmystery. What mortal couldbear such a name?
 The symbolic use of theword father was an ancient
 Hebraism for “possessor of.” Notice that in Isaiah 9:6the Messiah is described asboth a Son (“unto us a Sonis given”) and a Father (“Hisname will be called . . .Everlasting Father”). Hebecame a child in time(through the incarnation),but He is the Father (andpossessor) of eternity. Thismeans several basic things:
 He inhabits andpossesses eternity. “Forthus says the High andLofty One who inhabitseternity, whose name isHoly: ‘I dwell in the highand holy place, with himwho has a contrite andhumble spirit, to revive thespirit of the humble, and torevive the heart of thecontrite ones’” (Isa. 57:15).
 His name is eternal.“His name shall endureforever; His name shallcontinue as long as the sun.And men shall be blessed inHim; all nations shall callHim blessed” (Ps. 72:17).
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He is the eternalprovider. “He said to me, ‘It is done! I am theAlpha and the Omega, theBeginning and the End. Iwill give of the fountain ofthe water of life freely tohim who thirsts. He whoovercomes shall inherit allthings, and I will be hisGod and he shall be Myson’” (Rev. 21:6-7).
 He is eternal in all thatHe is and all that He does!This implies several crucialtruths claimed for God’sMessiah in both Old andNew Testaments:
 He is preexistent.“Before the mountains werebrought forth, or ever Youhad formed the earth andthe world, even fromeverlasting to everlasting,You are God” (Ps. 90:2).
 He is self-existent.In Exodus 3 we find thename “I AM.” This namedescribes and defines theGod who is. He is totallyindependent of His creation,
 and totally independent oftime. He is the God who isAlpha and Omega, the Godof the eternal present tense.As self-existent, He iswholly and completely self-dependent. Frederick Faberwrote, “No age can keep itsoutward years on Thee, dearGod! Thou art, Thyself,Thine own eternity.”
 What is theevidence that Jesus Christ is the“Everlasting Father”?In the events recorded inJohn 8:12-58, a fascinatingdialog occurs. The exchangeis between Jesus and Hisreligious antagonists, thePharisees. Jesus called GodHis Father. The Phariseescalled Abraham their father.Jesus said that if Abrahamwere their father they woulddo the works of Abraham.They responded that atleast they were not born offornication (implying thatMary had been sexuallyactive before marriage), and
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then matched Jesus’ claimthat all have one Father—God. To this Jesus replied:
 If God were your Father,you would love Me, for Iproceeded forth and camefrom God; nor have Icome of Myself, but Hesent Me. Why do you notunderstand My speech?Because you are not ableto listen to My word. Youare of your father thedevil, and the desires ofyour father you want todo (Jn. 8:42-44). The Pharisees were
 making their claim toAbraham and to the God of Abraham, but Jesus wasn’t backing down. Moreimportant, He clarified thattheir link to Abraham wasonly physical. Spiritually theywere of their father the devil.
 Then Jesus made the mostamazing statement of all. Hesaid, “Before Abraham was, I am” (Jn. 8:58). To Hiscountrymen, He had finallygone too far. They recognized
 that by such a claim He wasmaking Himself equal withGod. (In Exodus 3:14, Mosesmet the God who identifiedHimself as the “I AM WHO I AM.”) As on several otheroccasions, Jesus so infuriatedthe Pharisees that theypicked up stones with theintent to kill Him.
 In retrospect, we can seemore than the Pharisees’rage. We can also see Onewho by His miraculous life,death, and resurrection has shown His right to thename Isaiah’s prophecy had
 24
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 linked Himself tothe ‘EverlastingFather’ Isaiah
 foresaw.
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given to the Messiah 600years before Jesus’ birth.
 The truth of theeternality of the Messiah is something that has comeunder continuous attack for centuries. But theinescapable fact is that all groups who reject theeternality of Christ alsoreject His deity. The two areinseparable! If Jesus is noteternal, He is not God—andvice versa. Yet Isaiah saidthat when Messiah came,He would be the physicalembodiment of theEverlasting Father.
 The ability of Christ to bea timeless source of fatherlyprotection and provision isclaimed in a number ofways in the New Testament. • His character is
 described as eternallyconsistent andimmutable (unchanging).Hebrews 13:8 says,“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today,and forever.”
 • His New Testament titleAlpha and Omega (Rev.1:8) uses the first (alpha)and last (omega) letter ofthe Greek alphabet tosymbolize that Christ isbefore everything andwill surpass everything.
 • He declared that Hisdivine judgment will be an eternal one (Mt. 18:8).
 • John the Baptist, whosebirth preceded Jesus, stillrecognized the eternalityof Christ when he said,“This is He of whom Isaid, ‘After me comes aMan who is preferredbefore me, for He wasbefore me’” (Jn. 1:30).He is the eternal One!What is the
 importance of thename “EverlastingFather” to believerstoday? The self-existenceof God’s Messiah meansthat He will not leave us, asall earthly fathers eventuallydo. This, among many other
 25
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facts, makes the incarnationan amazing thing. TheEternal God took uponHimself the limitations of ahuman body so that Hecould bring us into aneverlasting relationship with Himself.
 The New Testamentreminds us that it is notproper for the children ofGod to act as if we do nothave all that we need. Eventhough this world is markedby unfairness, inequality,and suffering, those of uswho believe in God’sMessiah are in the hands of an Eternal Father andProvider.
 Let your conduct bewithout covetousness; becontent with such thingsas you have. For HeHimself has said, “I willnever leave you norforsake you” (Heb. 13:5).A. W. Tozer wrote, “We
 poor human creatures areconstantly being frustratedby the limitations imposed
 on us. The days of the yearsof our lives are short! Life isa short and fevered rehearsalfor a concert we cannot stayto give. Just when we appear to have gained someproficiency, we are forced tolay our instruments down”(The Knowledge Of The Holy,p.52). This is true, and itdemands that we turn fromour limitations to anuninhibited dependence on the Father of Eternitywho has no limitations!
 This is the Father whowill never leave us:• He provides the strength
 of “everlasting arms”(Dt. 33:27).
 • He ministers with an“everlasting consolation”(2 Th. 2:16).
 • He performs His workwith “everlasting power”(1 Tim. 6:16).
 • He rules over an“everlasting kingdom”(2 Pet. 2:11).
 • He maintains an eternalpresence (Mt. 28:20).
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• He gives us life that iseternal (Jn. 14:19).
 • He graciously providesfor those who realizethat the values that willnever end are whatreally count (Mt. 6:33).
 Eternal values are noteasy to think about. But we cannot afford to ignorethem! It is of everlastingprofit for us to ponder thetimeless vastness of ourGod. If He were only Godfor the length of our lifetimehere on earth, He wouldstill deserve our reverence
 and trust. But as the God ofeternity, He is worthy of ourfullest, unending devotionand most careful attention.
 Someone has said thatthe most important thingabout us is what we believeabout God. In that light,consider again the words of A. W. Tozer:
 It is not a cheerfulthought that millions ofus who live in the land ofBibles, who belong tochurches and labor topromote the Christianreligion, may yet pass ourwhole life on this earthwithout once havingthought or tried to thinkseriously about the beingof God. Few of us havelet our hearts gaze inwonder at the I AM, theself-existent Self, back ofwhich no creature canthink. Such thoughts aretoo painful for us. Weprefer to think where itwill do more good—about how to make a
 27
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 and die or leave usin our youth, oureverlasting Fatherwill never leave us
 nor forsake us.
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better mousetrap, forinstance, or how to maketwo blades of grass growwhere one grew before.And for this we are nowpaying a too heavy pricein the secularization ofour religion, and thedecay of our inner lives(The Knowledge Of TheHoly, p.34).May we take time to
 think about Christ, thetimeless One who invadedtime to rescue us from sinand self, the Father ofEternity who has giveneternal life to make itpossible for us to haveeternal peace with God and with one another.
 A COMFORTINGNAME:“PRINCE OF PEACE”“Unto us a Child is born,unto us a Son is given . . . .And His name will be called. . . Prince of Peace.”
 What is themeaning of the
 name “Prince ofPeace”? The name“Prince of Peace” is theHebrew Shar Shalom,which means “the one who removes all peace-disturbing factors andsecures the peace.” Thisautomatically sets Himapart from most humanrulers whose reigns often depend on bloodyconquest. His rule rests ona bloody sacrifice! What acontrast to such biblicalkings as Nebuchadnezzar,and even David, whose rulewas established on might,but not necessarily on right.
 The name “PeacefulPrince” helps to explainwhy Jesus disappointed His countrymen when Hecame! They did not want a peaceful prince. Theywanted a monarch whowould annihilate their foesand establish again theglories the kingdom ofIsrael knew in the goldendays of Solomon. They
 28
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wanted Rome taken away and all their otheroppressors with them.
 Peace or a sword?Jesus didn’t lift a fingeragainst Rome. He didn’tmake one internationalpeace treaty. How can Hethen be considered thePrince of Peace? Notice twovery different statementsfrom the New Testament:Luke 2:14 states, “Glory toGod in the highest, and onearth peace, goodwilltoward men!” But inMatthew 10:34, Jesus said,“Do not think that I cameto bring peace on earth. I did not come to bringpeace but a sword.”
 How can these twostatements be reconciled?Can we blame Jesus’countrymen for rejecting thePrince of Peace if our ownworld is still engulfed inconflict as we move into thethird millennium?
 The two phases ofpeace. The answer of the
 New Testament must beconsidered. It claims thatthe first phase of Hiscoming was to establish abasis for peace with Godand to offer it to individuals
 of all nations. The NewTestament also claims thatHe will come a second timeto bring peace to the earth.
 According to the apostlePaul, the first phase ofMessiah’s coming produceda peace unknown to mansince the fall of Adam intosin. It is rooted in thesaving mission carried outby Christ on our behalf.Paul wrote:
 God was in Christ 29
 If the NewTestament can
 be trusted, Jesuswill bring peace in two phases.
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reconciling the world toHimself, not imputingtheir trespasses to them,and has committed to usthe word of reconciliation(2 Cor. 5:19).This means that the
 peace Jesus brought is morethan a negotiated ceasefirebetween ourselves andGod. It is a peace thatchanges us from enemiesinto the children of God.
 What is theevidence that JesusChrist is the “Princeof Peace”? This is seen in a variety of ways in theNew Testament Scriptures:
 His power. Sosignificant was the power of the Son of God that Hewas able to bring calm tothe natural storms on theturbulent Sea of Galilee.“He arose and rebuked thewind, and said to the sea,‘Peace, be still!’ And thewind ceased and there wasa great calm” (Mk. 4:39).
 His cross. So effective is
 His work on the cross thatit is able to make peacebetween God and man. “Itpleased the Father . . . byHim to reconcile all thingsto Himself, by Him,whether things on earth or things in heaven, havingmade peace through theblood of His cross. Andyou, who once werealienated and enemies inyour mind by wicked works,yet now He has reconciled”(Col. 1:19-21).
 His gospel. The goodnews of salvation in Christis acknowledged as the rootof peace in the hearts of theredeemed. “The word whichGod sent to the children ofIsrael, preaching peacethrough Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all” (Acts 10:36).
 His body. ThoughJudaism separated Jews and Gentiles, Christ has not only reconciled Godand man, He has reconciledJew and Gentile so that weare now one body in Christ.
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“He Himself is our peace,who has made both one,and has broken down themiddle wall of separation”(Eph. 2:14).
 What is theimportance of thename “Prince ofPeace” to the believertoday? Those who trustChrist as their Mediator andSavior are given by God anassurance that flows out ofa right relationship withHim. Once we are in Christ,the Prince of Peace showsus that He can bring peacewherever He rules. He canbring:
 Peace in life’s trials.“Peace I leave with you, Mypeace I give to you; not asthe world gives do I give toyou. Let not your heart betroubled, neither let it beafraid” (Jn. 14:27).
 Peace in life’smaturing process. “Nowmay the God of peaceHimself sanctify youcompletely; and may your
 whole spirit, soul, and bodybe preserved blameless atthe coming of our LordJesus Christ” (1 Th. 5:23).
 Peace in life’s victories.“The God of peace willcrush Satan under your feet shortly” (Rom. 16:20).
 Peace in life’srelationships.“. . . endeavoring to keepthe unity of the Spirit in thebond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).
 Peace in life’s witness.“The fruit of the Spirit islove, joy, peace,longsuffering, kindness,goodness, faithfulness,gentleness, self-control”(Gal. 5:22-23).
 What a treasure is ours in Isaiah’s predictedMessiah. He is ourWonderful Counselor,Mighty God, EverlastingFather, and Prince of Peace.May we give Him worship,as we ponder the great Godthat He is!
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WHAT DO YOUCALL HIM?
 JJesus asked His disciplestwo questions: “Whodo men say that I am?”
 and “Who do you say thatI am?” (Mk. 8:27,29). Thefirst question is significantbecause it allows us to get a read on the minds of thepeople around us. Thesecond question, however, iseternal because it is only byacknowledging Jesus Christand responding to His gift offorgiveness by faith that aperson can live forever.
 Isaiah made it very clearthat when the promisedMessiah would come, Hewould fulfill the matchlesstitles he had prophesied:“Wonderful Counselor,”“Mighty God,” “EverlastingFather,” and “Prince ofPeace.” Jesus Christ cameinto the world and provedbeyond a doubt that He wasthe Messiah by fulfilling allthose requirements. He was
 God in human flesh, cometo display deity and redeemhumanity. And on thestrength of His ability tofulfill all these things, Hemade this claim: “No onecomes to the Father exceptthrough Me” (Jn. 14:6).
 This is the claim of theBible, and the heartbeat ofthe Christian faith: JesusChrist is God and He cameinto the world to savesinners. What is yourresponse to that claim andto the evidence that He isthe only deliverer for sin-laden, lost people who arethe object of God’s love?Will you receive His gift offorgiveness and be saved?
 If you are already saved,having been rescued fromyour sin and its justpunishment, will you liveunder His perfect will andwisdom so that He mayguide you into a life thatpleases Him? May it ever be so, for He brings peacewherever He reigns!
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Our mission is to make the life-changing wisdom of the Bible understandable and accessible to all.
 Discovery Series presents the truth of Jesus Christ to the world in balanced, engaging, and accessible resources that show the relevance of Scripture for all areas of life. All Discovery Series booklets are available at no cost and can be used in personal study, small groups, or ministry outreach.
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