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Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 2 > Unit 1 > Lesson 1 > Answers and Notes 1-1-A
 English Banana.com This free material from http://www.englishbanana.com is 100% photocopiable!
 6 Well, Denise is sunbathing and Chloe is making sandcastles on the beach.
 etc.
 Note: parts of the text in italics will vary. SS should use their own ideas:
 1. Chloe is making sandcastles on the beach.
 In this sentence present continuous indicates: now / at the moment.
 Who is making sandcastles on the beach? / Chloe is. / Is Chloe making sandcastles on the beach? / Yes, she is. / Is Bob making sandcastles on the beach? / No, he isn’t. Bob isn’t making sandcastles on the beach. / So…
 What is Chloe doing on the beach? / Making sandcastles. / Is Chloe making sandcastles on the beach? / Yes, she is. / Is Chloe reading a book on the beach? / No, she isn’t. Chloe isn’t reading a book on the beach. / So…
 Where is Chloe making sandcastles? / On the beach. / Is Chloe making sandcastles on the beach? / Yes, she is. / Is Chloe making sandcastles in the park? / No, she isn’t. Chloe isn’t making sandcastles in the park. / So…
 2. He’s meeting them at one o’clock for lunch.
 In this sentence present continuous indicates: future.
 When is he meeting them for lunch? / At one o’clock. / Is he meeting them at one o’clock for lunch? / Yes, he is. / Is he meeting them at two o’clock for lunch? / No, he isn’t. He isn’t meeting them at two o’clock for lunch. / So…
 What is he doing at one o’clock? / Meeting them for lunch. / Is he meeting them at one o’clock for lunch? / Yes, he is. / Is he playing golf with them at one o’clock? / No, he isn’t. He isn’t playing golf with them at one o’clock. / So…
 Why is he meeting them at one o’clock? / For lunch. / Is he meeting them at one o’clock for lunch? / Yes, he is. / Is he meeting them at one o’clock for dinner? / No, he isn’t. He isn’t meeting them at one o’clock for dinner. / So…
 Who is he meeting at one o’clock for lunch? / Them (that supplier). / Is he meeting them at o’clock for lunch? / Yes, he is. / Is he meeting his dentist at one o’clock for lunch? / No, he isn’t. He isn’t meeting his dentist at one o’clock for lunch. / So…
 3. They’re hoping to finish two orders by five o’clock.
 In this sentence present continuous indicates: now / at the moment.
 What are they hoping to finish by five o’clock? / Two orders. / Are they hoping to finish two orders by five o’clock? / Yes, they are. / Are they hoping to finish four orders by five o’clock? / No, they aren’t. They aren’t hoping to finish four orders by five o’clock. / So…
 What are they hoping to do by five o’clock? / Finish two orders. / Are they hoping to finish two orders by five o’clock? / Yes, they are. / Are they hoping to finish four orders by five o’clock? / No, they aren’t. They aren’t hoping to finish four orders by five o’clock. / So…
 When are they hoping to finish two orders by? / (By) five o’clock. / Are they hoping to finish two orders by five o’clock? / Yes, they are. / Are they hoping to finish two orders by three o’clock? / No, they aren’t. They aren’t hoping to finish two orders by three o’clock. / So…
 Who are hoping to finish two orders by five o’clock? / They (the lads) are. / Are they hoping to finish two orders by five o’clock? / Yes, they are. / Are your parents hoping to finish two orders by five o’clock? / No, they aren’t. My parents aren’t hoping to finish two orders by five o’clock. / So…
 Extensions: Use other sentences from the text (or sentences written by SS on the same topic) and practise building sentence blocks using a variety of question words. SS work individually, in pairs, in small groups, or as a whole class. Or SS could focus on the verb form in question – present continuous – to create more starting sentences and sentence blocks. See Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook for further ideas.
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Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 2 > Unit 1 > Lesson 1 > Answers and Notes 1-1-A
 English Banana.com This free material from http://www.englishbanana.com is 100% photocopiable!
 5 Non-Literal English – Idioms, Phrasal Verbs, and Slang
 Treat yourself! e) do something that you enjoyholiday of a lifetime h) a trip you can only afford oncegetting on alright a) working without problemschecking up on us b) spying on somebodywhile the cat’s away, the mice will play f) people won’t work hard if the boss is absent everybody’s working flat out c) working very hardTime is money d) if you waste time you waste cashWhat on earth i) why??control freak j) somebody who must be in chargeworkaholic g) a person who lives to work
 Extensions: 1. SS could translate the non-literal phrases into literal ones, and practise the dialogue again so that it is entirely literal – wholly grey language – instead of having the colour that the idioms, phrasal verbs, and slang bring. 2. Find other idioms, phrasalverbs, and/or slang on the same topic of work and holidays.
 About Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 2
 The aim of any Talk a Lot course is for students to practise and improve their speaking, listening, and pronunciation skills. Along the way the student will learn plenty of new vocabulary – including non-literal English expressions, such as idioms, phrasal verbs, and slang – and also practise reading, writing, and grammar skills, e.g. verb forms, word order, parts of a sentence, and so on.
 This two-page spread provides an organised sequence of learning activities for students at intermediate level (CEF B2). We believe that there is easily enough material here for a 90-minute lesson. Of course, how long the material lasts will depend on a variety of factors, such as the level of your students, and how familiar they are with Talk a Lot techniques. If you used some or all of the extension activities, you could make the material last much longer.
 Although many of the activities in this book can be used without having previously studied with Talk a Lot material, e.g. the reading comprehension tests, this is the second Talk a Lot Intermediate course book and the author has assumed that students will have some prior knowledge of Talk a Lot methodology, e.g. knowing how to make sentence blocks, and how to find the stressed syllables and sounds in a word or phrase; or how to read the New English Alphabet. If you or your students feel a bit lost with some of this material, you may practise the techniques with any of the previous Talk a Lot course books:
 Talk a Lot Elementary Books 1-3 Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook Talk a Lot Foundation Course Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 1
 All of these books – and much more – may be downloaded for free from http://www.englishbanana.com/ and they are all covered by our Free Copying Licence and Free Licence to Run Courses, which means that you may freely print, copy, adapt, distribute, sell, and give them away. Please visit our website for full details.
 We hope that you will really enjoy using this free material, whether you are a student or teacher of English! If you have any questions or comments, please do get in touch with us here: [email protected]. If you and your students come up with further extension activities, please contact us and let us know what you did! It would be great to hear from you! If you can provide photo or video evidence we’ll happily put it online so that other students and teachers can learn from your experience. ☺
 Note: in this book, as with most English Banana.com material, we generally use British English.
 Pictures used with kind permission. Source: http://www.4freephotos.com/ and http://www.flickr.com/photos/olois/
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Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 2 > Unit 1 > Lesson 2 > Page 1 1-2-1
 Source: 2011 Absence management survey report, http://www.cipd.co.uk/ (What about you? What is the figure in your country?)
 English Banana.com This free material from http://www.englishbanana.com is 100% photocopiable!
 Work Getting You Down? 1 Non-Literal English – Phrasal Verbs
 Check the meaning of any new phrasal verbs. Use them to complete the gaps in the text below. Change forms where necessary.
 2 Discussion
 a) Read about four different employees who are havingproblems at work:
 b) Discuss with your partner: what would you do in each situation?
 get away with sth fight off sth
 get sby down get by throw up
 get sth out of sth come up with sth
 play up come on crack on with sth
 Tom, 28, from Luton: I’m so busy at work normally that I never have enough time to do all my housework, and now my partner’s nagging me to a) __________ a spot of decorating. She’s bought the paint and rollers and she’s told me I’ll have to take a few days off work. I can’t think I’ll be able to b) __________ a good enough excuse – or even if I’ll c) __________ – but I don’t know who I’m more scared of upsetting – my boss or my girlfriend…
 Gloria, 34, from Stirling: Last week I rang in sick and pretended I’d been d) __________ all night, and was suffering from a bad case of diarrhoea. I laid it on thick and I could tell the guy who answered the phone didn’t want to hear all the details… I usually tell them that my back’s been e) __________. The real problem is that I’m being bullied at work by one of my colleagues, but I can’t discuss it with my line manager, because he’s one of her best friends…
 Frank, 36, from Swindon: I enjoy my job, although I feel that I should be getting paid more, because I’ve been there for more than ten years. Recently I was told that I wouldn’t be getting a pay rise this year, and the staff Christmas party has been cancelled due to lack of funds. Would you believe it!
 I sometimes think about quitting and getting a new job, ’cause I don’t i) __________, but all of my friends, you know, are there and I can’t be bothered – to be honest – to look for anything different. I guess I’ll just have to keep pulling sickies, but I don’t really like doing it ’cause I know it’s wrong. So… I’m sure they can j) __________ without me though.
 Suzy, 23, from Nottingham (above): I fell out with a woman at work – well, now we’re former friends, I suppose. I said something I shouldn’t have done and things just got out of hand. You know, other people found out and they, well, most of them anyway, ended up taking her side, and I’ve been persona non grata ever since.
 So I phoned in sick on Monday and told them I’m f) __________ an infection, which g) __________ suddenly. I’ve been at homeall week, too frightened to go back to work. It’s really h) __________, because it feels like they’ve all got it in for me…
 Quick Fact > The average worker in the UK has 7 days off sick from work each year
 TIP: sth = something sby = somebody
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 what (x2) / why / which English Banana.com This free material from http://www.englishbanana.com is 100% photocopiable!
 3 Discussion
 Look at the reasons that people sometimes give for being off work sick. Imagine that you are an employer, and say whether you would consider them to be valid excuses or not – and why:
 4 Discussion Words
 Look at the words and phrases in pink type. Find the strong-stressed syllable in each one and circle all of the Schwa sounds.
 5 Pronunciation – Sound Connections
 Look at four phrases from the text (in blue). What are the sound connections between them? Should we use intrusion or elision? Explain why, then practise saying them:
 a) She’s bought the paint and rollers…b) Recently I was told…c) the guy who answered the phone…d) So I phoned in sick on Monday
 and told them… 6 Role Plays
 Work with your partner to create a short role play or dialogue based on each situation in the text. You could imagine each one from the point of view of different characters, e.g. the employee, their boss, their partner, their colleagues, and so on. You could also show what happens next in the situation, or the events that led up to it…
 7 Sentence Blocks – Present Perfect Passive
 Practise the sentence blocks. What time does present perfect passive indicate? Why is passive voice used here?
 The staff Christmas party has been cancelled due to lack of funds.
 stomach bug
 I hate my job
 I’m being bullied at work
 food poisoning
 sickness and diarrhoea
 I’ve just split up with
 my partner
 I’m caring for a sick
 relative
 Sometimes I just fancy a duvet day!
 flu symptoms
 taking the car to the
 garage
 splitting headache
 appointment at
 the dentist’s
 RSI
 (repetitive strain injury)
 I’m a lone parent and
 I need to sort out
 something
 I’ve got a migraine
 problems with childcare
 crippling back pain
 going to a job interview
 stress
 I’ve earned a long weekend
 Quick Fact > The most common cause of sick leave in the uk is stress Source: http://www.guardian.co.uk/ 05.10.11 (Have you ever been off work due to stress?)
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Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 2 > Unit 1 > Lesson 2 > Answers and Notes 1-2-A
 English Banana.com This free material from http://www.englishbanana.com is 100% photocopiable!
 Title
 “Work getting you down?” is a short question form of the phrasal verb “to get sby down” (see below). It literally means: “Is work making you feel unhappy at the moment?”
 Pictures
 Extensions: SS describe the pictures and how they are related to the lesson. SS look for other relevant pictures on the internet.
 1 Non-Literal English – Phrasal Verbs
 Phrasal Verb: Literal Meaning: Gap: Form in the Text:
 get away with sth be not caught doing something wrong c) get away with itfight off sth recover from sth, e.g. an illness or infection f) fighting offget sby down make somebody feel upset or depressed h) getting me downget by manage / handle sth / cope j) get bythrow up vomit / be sick d) throwing upget sth out of sth benefit or profit from doing sth i) get anything out of itcome up with sth think up / invent b) come up withplay up cause discomfort or pain e) playing upcome on start g) came oncrack on with sth a colloquial form of “get on with sth”, meaning a) crack on with
 to continue working on a project after a break
 Extensions: See Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 1 for more interesting ways to practise phrasal verbs.
 2 Discussion
 b) Answers will vary. Encourage SS to look up any new words and expressions.
 Extensions: SS could write a formal email or letter to their manager explaining how they feel about their job, and what they would like to change about it.
 3 Discussion
 Answers will vary. Encourage SS to look up any new words and expressions.
 Extensions: The pair or small group discussion could lead into a wider class debate, with SS putting their views on both sides of the argument, e.g. a zero-tolerance (strict) approach to staff absence versus a more “softly-softly” (lenient) approach. For example, if an employer comes down very hard on somebody who has taken a duvet day, it could be counter-productive in that the employee might start actively looking for another job. But if the employer is too lenient, however, it could lead to further working days being lost due to unnecessary sick leave. SS could research and debate the different points of view.
 4 Discussion Words
 The strong-stressed syllable(s) are underlined. Schwa sounds are indicated in grey type:
 stomach bug bullied food poisoning sickness diarrhoea split up relative
 flu symptoms splitting headache appointment RSI repetitive strain injury lone parent
 migraine childcare back pain job interview stress long weekend duvet day
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 Extensions: Use the Discussion Word Questions from Talk a Lot Elementary Books 1-3 or Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 1, or use the Big Word Game or Talk a Lot Bingo from Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook. You might decide to focus on the topic of sound connections, which is practised in the next exercise. You can find out more about this topic in Talk a Lot Foundation Course. You could also get SS to put each word or phrase into their own sentence, using a verb form of their (or your) choice.
 5 Pronunciation – Sound Connections
 Phrase: Sound Connection: We Should Use: NEA (Phonetic) Translation:
 a) bought the cc elision Bor_ th
 Why? We remove the t at the end of “bought” to make it easier to say the two consonant sounds together. We should also use a glottal stop to make the transition sound more natural.
 b) Recently I vv intrusion Ree sn_ lii yai
 Why? When two vowel sounds meet, we need to add a consonant sound – w, y, or r. In this case, the y sound occurs naturally between “Recently” and “I”.
 c) who answered vv intrusion hoo Warn sd
 Why? As in b), above, we need to add a consonant sound, in this case the w sound occurs naturally between “who” and “answered”.
 d) told them cc elision Teul_ thm
 Why? We remove the d at the end of “told” to make it easier to say the two consonant sounds together. We should also use a glottal stop to make the transition sound more natural.
 Extensions: SS look at sound connections between phrases taken from the text, or from the discussion words, above, or any phrases that they can find or invent. In this exercise we focus on two features of connected speech – intrusion and elision – but you could extend the exercise to include any or all of the other features, i.e. glottal stop, linking, assimilation, contraction, and r-linking. SS could write each phrase using the NEA (as above) to show which sounds are used and which are missing or have been added.
 6 Role Plays
 Answers will vary. Why not have a class competition to see which pair or group can come up with the best short drama?
 Extensions: See Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook for more ideas and guidance on developing role plays. One tip is to start to add more detail to the scene. SS could invent more information about each character, e.g. in the first short text we know that Tom is from Luton and has a partner, but do they have any children? Do they want to have children? Are they planning to get married? Have they just moved into their house? Is that why his partner wants him to hurry up and do the decorating? What’s her name? Are they happy together? SS work together to add layers of detail which make the role play much richer. Of course, there are no right or wrong answers here: the idea is for SS to use their imaginations and to create something that can be assessed by the teacher in terms of spoken English, pronunciation, use of English, vocabulary, and so on.
 7 Sentence Blocks – Present Perfect Passive
 Note: parts of the text in italics will vary. SS should use their own ideas:
 The staff Christmas party has been cancelled due to lack of funds.
 In this sentence present perfect passive indicates: recent past, e.g. in the last 24 hours. The use of passive voice indicates that either we don’t know who cancelled it, or that this information is so well-known that it is not worth mentioning it – i.e. the manager, or the board of directors, etc.

Page 11
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 English Banana.com This free material from http://www.englishbanana.com is 100% photocopiable!
 What has been cancelled due to lack of funds? / The staff Christmas party. / Has the staff Christmas party been cancelled due to lack of funds? / Yes, it has. / Has the children’s carol concert been cancelled due to lack of funds? / No, it hasn’t. The children’s carol concert hasn’t been cancelled due to lack of funds. / So…
 What has happened? / The staff Christmas party has been cancelled due to lack of funds. / Has the staff Christmas party been cancelled due to lack of funds? / Yes, it has. / Has the deputy manager dressed up as Santa Claus? / No, she hasn’t. The deputy manager hasn’t dressed up as Santa Claus. / So…
 Why has the staff Christmas party been cancelled? / Due to lack of funds. / Has the staff Christmas party been cancelled due to lack of funds? / Yes, it has. / Has the staff Christmas party been cancelled due to lack of interest? / No, it hasn’t. The staff Christmas party hasn’t been cancelled due to lack of interest. / So…
 Which party has been cancelled due to lack of funds? / The staff Christmas party. / Has the staff Christmas party been cancelled due to lack of funds? / Yes, it has. / Has the children’s party been cancelled due to lack of funds? / No, it hasn’t. The children’s party hasn’t been cancelled due to lack of funds. / So...
 Extensions: Use other sentences from the text (or sentences written by SS on the same topic) and practise building sentence blocks using a variety of question words. SS work individually, in pairs, in small groups, or as a whole class. Or SS could focus on the verb form in question – present perfect passive – to create more starting sentences and sentence blocks. See Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook for further ideas.
 About Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 2
 The aim of any Talk a Lot course is for students to practise and improve their speaking, listening, and pronunciation skills. Along the way the student will learn plenty of new vocabulary – including non-literal English expressions, such as idioms, phrasal verbs, and slang – and also practise reading, writing, and grammar skills, e.g. verb forms, word order, parts of a sentence, and so on.
 This two-page spread provides an organised sequence of learning activities for students at intermediate level (CEF B2). We believe that there is easily enough material here for a 90-minute lesson. Of course, how long the material lasts will depend on a variety of factors, such as the level of your students, and how familiar they are with Talk a Lot techniques. If you used some or all of the extension activities, you could make the material last much longer.
 Although many of the activities in this book can be used without having previously studied with Talk a Lot material, e.g. the reading comprehension tests, this is the second Talk a Lot Intermediate course book and the author has assumed that students will have some prior knowledge of Talk a Lot methodology, e.g. knowing how to make sentence blocks, and how to find the stressed syllables and sounds in a word or phrase; or how to read the New English Alphabet. If you or your students feel a bit lost with some of this material, you may practise the techniques with any of the previous Talk a Lot course books:
 Talk a Lot Elementary Books 1-3 Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook Talk a Lot Foundation Course Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 1
 All of these books – and much more – may be downloaded for free from http://www.englishbanana.com/ and they are all covered by our Free Copying Licence and Free Licence to Run Courses, which means that you may freely print, copy, adapt, distribute, sell, and give them away. Please visit our website for full details.
 We hope that you will really enjoy using this free material, whether you are a student or teacher of English! If you have any questions or comments, please do get in touch with us here: [email protected]. If you and your students come up with further extension activities, please contact us and let us know what you did! It would be great to hear from you! If you can provide photo or video evidence we’ll happily put it online so that other students and teachers can learn from your experience. ☺
 Note: in this book, as with most English Banana.com material, we generally use British English.
 Pictures used with kind permission. Source: http://www.kozzi.com
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English Banana.com Test Your Vocabulary Skills
 100 Great English Oxymorons – Phrases that Contradict Themselves!
 For more fun tests, quizzes and games log onto www.englishbanana.com now!
 This worksheet can be photocopied and used without charge
 English Banana.com 2007
 absolutely unsure accurate estimate active retirement act naturally advanced beginner all alone almost always awfully nice bad health bad luck boxing ring calculated risk civil disobedience civil war classic rock & roll clean toilet clear as mud cold sweat common courtesy completely destroyed conservative liberal consistently inconsistent controlled chaos criminal justice crisis management critical acclaim deafening silence definite maybe eloquent silence essential luxury fatally injured foreign national free credit friendly fire genuine imitation graduate student great depression group of individuals half full home office homework humanitarian invasion ill health incomplete cure incredibly dull initial conclusion intense apathy last initial limited freedom liquid gas
 lower inflation minor disaster minor miracle modern history never again new tradition non-alcoholic beer non-working mother nothing much numbing sensation open secret one hundred and ten percent one size fits all only choice organized chaos original copy partially completed passive aggressive peacekeeping force perfectly normal permanent substitute personal computer practice test pretty ugly pure 100% orange juice from concentrate real polyester recent history relative stranger required donation resident alien retired worker safe bet safety hazard same difference school holiday science fiction second best seriously funny short distance single copy social outcast student teacher think out loud toll free tough love unbiased opinion unfunny joke virtual reality working party young adult
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 Title
 “The Work Fun Day – and Other Oxymorons”. In the UK it is traditional for company employees to get involved with fundraising activities on certain days of the year, to support causes such as the BBC’s Children in Need telethon (held once a year in November), and Comic Relief’s Red Nose Day (held every two years in March). Some companies hold their own “fun days” to raise money for particular causes, as described in this lesson. On such fun days, employees are given licence to behave in a more relaxed way and to do silly things, such as the fundraising activities shown in the Picture Quiz on Page 2. Some employees don’t want to get involved, perhaps because they object to this kind of institutionalised “fun” – being told by their bosses when they can have a good time. Or maybe because they prefer to keep their work life and social life separate. It may be that they don’t want their colleagues or superiors (who may not be their friends) to see them in a more informal mood – or even in non-work clothes. In the dialogues Jack declines to get involved, and his sarcasm is used as an angry weapon against the company which he feels is forcing him to conform and have fun at work.
 Pictures
 Extensions: SS describe the pictures and how they are related to the lesson. SS look for other relevant pictures on the internet.
 1 Dialogue – Parts 1-3
 SS should be encouraged to work in pairs and practise their pronunciation by reading each dialogue out loud. It would be better to work through the lesson in sequence, rather than reading the dialogues together. There may be some unfamiliar vocabulary and expressions, including examples of colloquial speech, e.g. “I reckon…”, “Are you gonna…?” and “party pooper” in Dialogue 1. SS could use their dictionaries or the teacher could pre-teach such vocabulary. SS could look online for further audible examples of sarcasm, e.g. in films, TV shows, as well as in everyday life, then play them back to the rest of the class. SS could have their own sarcastic conversations with each other – if they are not doing so already!
 Extensions: See Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook for more ideas and guidance on developing dialogues and role plays. One tip is to add more detail to the scene. SS could invent more information about each character, e.g. what is the relationship between Keisha and Jack? We know they work in HR, but what are their roles? What did they have for breakfast this morning? Even trivial details can make the characters come alive, for example, perhaps Jack woke up late and didn’t have time for breakfast, which put him in a bad mood. SS work together to add layers of detail which make the role plays much richer. SS could imagine what happened before Dialogue 1 and after Dialogue 3 – did they go out for a drink? – as well as what happens in between the dialogues. Of course, there are no right or wrong answers here: the idea is for SS to use their imaginations and to create something that can be assessed by the teacher in terms of spoken English, pronunciation, use of English, vocabulary, and so on.
 2 Discussion Words & Pronunciation Focus
 a) Stressed syllables are shown in blue type.b) The suffixes are underlined:
 Management, Human Resources (HR), Finance, Legal, Sales, Marketing, Production, Distribution, Information Technology (IT), Research and Development (R&D), Customer Service, Maintenance.
 Extensions: Use the Discussion Word Questions from Talk a Lot Elementary Books 1-3 or Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 1, or use the Big Word Game or Talk a Lot Bingo from Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook. There is also related practice on the topic of suffixes in the Handbook. You could ask SS to think of more examples of departments in a company, or research different companies online and find out what departments they have – and what they do. SS could think about which departments are necessary in different-sized companies, e.g. small, medium, large, and multinational. SS could discuss working for a company department, if they have this kind of experience.
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 3 Information Exchange
 Here is the completed grid, including answers to the Listening task (Exercise 7):
 a) The Maintenance Department has raised the most before lunch. Reasons will vary, for example, perhaps it is abig department, or perhaps they did some daring stunts, or provided the most interesting fundraising activities. b) Answers will vary.
 Extensions: You could ask SS to think about the results of the morning’s fundraising. Why did the Finance Department raise the least? Perhaps because there are usually fewer employees in this department than in other departments; or because they are used to encouraging people to be frugal with money, so the role of fundraising doesn’t come naturally to them…? Why did the Marketing Department raise much more? Perhaps because there are more employees, or the employees in this department are more creative and gifted at persuading people to take action – and so on.
 SS could do the activity again with a different partner, taking the other role, e.g. A if they were B, and vice versa. Or repeat the activity using different figures, e.g. higher or lower amounts raised, or different department names. Or you could encourage SS to write their own definitions of what the company departments do, before beginning the information exchange activity.
 SS could focus on question forms and write down the questions they used to get the missing information, e.g. for completing column 1 SS need to ask: “What are the main responsibilities of the ________ Department?” or “What does the ________Department do?” etc. To complete column 2, SS need to ask: “How much did the ________ Department raise between 8am and1pm?” or “…in the morning?” or something similar. You could encourage SS to think of some comparative/superlative questions and answers too, e.g.
 “The ________ Department raised more than the ________ Department, but the ________ Department raised the most.”
 or, if the SS enjoy maths problems: “The ________ Department raised £________ more/less than the ________Department, etc.
 Picture Quiz – Fundraising Activities
 1. d) 2. a) 3. c) 4. b)
 Extensions: SS research online and find out about each kind of activity – adding more that they know of. They could watch videos and swap accounts of their own fundraising initiatives. SS might be so inspired by this lesson that they decide to organise their own Fun Day in aid of a good cause – and actually take part in some of the activities discussed!
 1 2 3 4 Department Main Responsibilities Funds Raised
 (8am - 1pm) Funds Raised
 (1 - 4pm) Funds Raised (Dept. Total)
 Management planning the way forward; troubleshooting
 £467.13 £130.25 £597.38
 Human Resources (HR) finding new staff; caring for employees’ needs; training
 £228.10 £102.47 £330.57
 Finance payroll; doing the accounts £104.35 £66.40 £170.75
 Legal dealing with legal issues; giving legal advice
 £249.79 £156.79 £406.58
 Sales selling the products £580.23 £246.18 £826.41
 Marketing making sure customers know about the products
 £779.12 £482.97 £1,262.09
 Production manufacturing the products £668.43 £422.44 £1,090.87
 Distribution getting the products in front of customers
 £454.56 £234.68 £689.24
 Information Technology (IT) providing and maintaining computer equipment and software
 £547.90 £108.61 £656.51
 Research and Development (R&D)
 coming up with new products £487.19 £216.88 £704.07
 Customer Service ensuring the customer is happy and will order again
 £640.53 £240.02 £880.55
 Maintenance taking care of equipment, property, and vehicles
 £833.86 £427.90 £1,261.76
 Total Raised: £8,876.78
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 5 Non-Literal English – Oxymorons
 The eight other oxymorons are below. Each phrase is a contradiction in terms, because the first word disagrees with the second word. While the phrases don’t make sense literally, they work as idioms because each has a fixed meaning.
 Dialogue 1:
 Oxymoron: Literal Meaning: Where’s the Contradiction? It’s a definite maybe I’ll think about it; I might come; it’s a possibility if something is definite, then there is no
 doubt about it – there is no maybe!
 Dialogue 2:
 Oxymoron: Literal Meaning: Where’s the Contradiction? it’s the same difference to me it doesn’t matter to me either way; I’m not bothered;
 I don’t mind the same and difference are two opposite concepts
 it’s an open secret it’s officially a secret, but everybody knows about it if something is open then by definition it cannot be secret
 a bit of a minor disaster a failure; a problem; something that didn’t work out something minor is fairly small, while a disaster is a very big problem
 completely destroyed ruined; totally destroyed something complete is whole, while something destroyed is broken apart
 Dialogue 3:
 Oxymoron: Literal Meaning: Where’s the Contradiction? a social outcast a person that other people don’t want to know social means “with others” while an
 outcast doesn’t spend time with other people
 an eloquent silence when I don’t speak it indicates more than if I replied when somebody is eloquent they speak very well, while there is silence when nobody speaks
 almost always usually; most of the time; nine times out of ten almost indicates a non-definite time period, while always indicates a definite time period
 Extensions: SS could use each oxymoron in a new sentence, or make up a new dialogue that includes many or all of them. Or look for more oxymorons and think about how to apply them in an everyday conversation. SS might even have fun making up their own oxymorons, taking two opposite concepts and putting them together in a phrase. (For more examples of oxymorons, please see the worksheet “100 Great English Oxymorons” on page 5 of this pack.)
 6 Listening – Track 1.3a
 You can download the recordings for the lesson here:
 Track 1.3a (full audio) http://www.englishbanana.com/tali2-track1.3a.mp3 Track 1.3b (voice only – without sound effects) http://www.englishbanana.com/tali2-track1.3b.mp3
 See completed grid (above) for all the amounts raised.
 a) The Marketing Department has raised the most funds for charity.b) The company has raised £8,876.78 in total.
 Extensions: SS read the transcript and study the new vocabulary and expressions – which could be tested in the next lesson. SS could write and read out their own final speech giving the same results as in the audio, or the teacher could read out the address, but change the amounts raised – to provide further practice of listening for numbers. Or SS write and read out an address given by Bernard Good at lunchtime, which announces the morning fundraising results and encourages the employees to raise even more money. Or SS could imagine Jack and Keisha’s sarcastic commentary as they listen to Bernard Good’s address – the teacher plays the audio file, while SS improvise their comments over the top.
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 About Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 2
 The aim of any Talk a Lot course is for students to practise and improve their speaking, listening, and pronunciation skills. Along the way the student will learn plenty of new vocabulary – including non-literal English expressions, such as idioms, phrasal verbs, and slang – and also practise reading, writing, and grammar skills, e.g. verb forms, word order, parts of a sentence, and so on.
 This two-page spread provides an organised sequence of learning activities for students at intermediate level (CEF B2). We believe that there is easily enough material here for a 90-minute lesson. Of course, how long the material lasts will depend on a variety of factors, such as the level of your students, and how familiar they are with Talk a Lot techniques. If you used any or all of the extension activities, you could make the material last much longer.
 Although many of the activities in this book can be used without having previously studied with Talk a Lot material, e.g. the reading comprehension tests, this is the second Talk a Lot Intermediate course book and the author has assumed that students will have some prior knowledge of Talk a Lot methodology, e.g. knowing how to make sentence blocks, and how to find the stressed syllables and sounds in a word or phrase; or how to read the New English Alphabet. If you or your students feel a bit lost with some of this material, you may practise the techniques with any of the previous Talk a Lot course books:
 Talk a Lot Elementary Books 1-3 Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook Talk a Lot Foundation Course Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 1
 All of these books – and much more – may be downloaded for free from http://www.englishbanana.com/ and they are all covered by our Free Copying Licence and Free Licence to Run Courses, which means that you may freely print, copy, adapt, distribute, sell, and give them away. Please visit our website for full details.
 We hope that you will really enjoy using this free material, whether you are a student or teacher of English! If you have any questions or comments, please do get in touch with us here: [email protected]. If you and your students come up with further extension activities, please contact us and let us know what you did! It would be great to hear from you! If you can provide photo or video evidence we’ll happily put it online so that other students and teachers can learn from your experience. ☺
 Note: in this book, as with most English Banana.com material, we generally use British English.
 Pictures used under licence with kind permission from: http://www.kozzi.com, http://www.flickr.com/photos/anniemole/, http://www.flickr.com/photos/finnbiff/, http://www.flickr.com/photos/minnellium/, and http://www.flickr.com/photos/nigeyb/
 Sound effects used under licence with kind permission from: http://www.soundjay.com and http://www.pacdv.com/
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 1 Listening – Find 20 Differences
 Work in groups of 4. Students C & D follow the text (introduction and first column) as A & B read the alternative text (see Notes). Students C & D listen and mark 10 differences between the texts. Then swap over – A & B follow the rest of the text and mark 10 more differences, as C & D read. Check any new vocabulary in your dictionaries.
 Welcome to Time Travelling Job Swap – the reality show that lets YOU change jobs with an employee from the past! This week, Cro-Magnon hunter-gatherer Borag travels forward 15,000 years to become a supermarket checkout operator for a week.
 2 Discussion Questions
 Work in pairs. Use the questions above to ask and answer questions about your work.
 3 Discussion Words – Work
 a) Find the following words and phrases in the text and circle themb) Find the stressed syllable in each, and write the strong vowel sound:
 ambition status working conditionshours perks job securityjob satisfaction pleasure role career path leave promotionsalary goal colleagues
 Time Travelling
 Name: Borag the Brave Age: 22 From: Southern France Time: 13,120 BC Job: Hunter-Gatherer
 We grabbed an exclusive interview with Borag, ahead of this week’s episode. He spoke via a special time travel interpreter:
 Why do you work? I work to get food for my clan. If I didn’t go out hunting, we wouldn’t eat, so it’s absolutely vital! Why did you choose your present career path? My father was a hunter-gatherer and he showed me the ropes: how to trap a bear in a cave; how to skin a reindeer; how to fish. Pretty much all the men in my clan go out hunting. If you’re young, fit, and strong, you have to bring back food for the group. Tell me about your role in the company. Does it offer you status, job security, job satisfaction, and promotion opportunities? My specific role is to cut up the animals after they’ve been killed. I’m quite a valued member of the hunting team. My job is safe because I’m pretty handy with a knife! I get a lot of pleasure from my work – particularly when I’m eating thedelicious results! I’d like to work my way up from apprentice to assistant butcher, but I’m happy for now. What do you value in your job? What do you dislike? I love being out in the open air – running; chasing wild beasts. I love the feeling of the rain on my back and the wind in my hair; the excitement of discovering a herd of bison or perhaps a baby woolly mammoth that’s been separated from its mother. I hate it when we can’t find anything to eat and we have to return to our clan and face them with empty hands.
 Tell me about your colleagues. We’re a mixed group in terms of age and experience, but all are strong and dedicated to the job in hand. Whether we’re harpooning fish or capturing wild horses, it’s a team effort. You know that you’re working together for the good of the whole clan. It’s a great feeling!
 If you could change one thing about your job, what would it be? Nothing really – I love my job. Although, we don’t have weekends or holidays, as such, so I would love to have a bit more free time to spend with my wife and my three children. I’m away from home a lot – travelling for long periods at a time. What are the working conditions like? (hours, salary, leave, perks, etc.) We work when we have to – often from early morning till late at night. If we’ve had a really big kill, we might not have to work for a few days. If that happens we can rest, and we might pass the time making jewellery or painting pictures on the walls of our caves. We get paid in meat, so if we don’t work we will go to sleep hungry for sure. What is your ambition? Where would you like to be in five years’ time? Like I said before, I’m hoping to become an assistant butcher, but five years is too far ahead for me to think, really. The most important goal is to stay alive – and that means dodging wild animals, avoiding hypothermia and infections – and most importantly bringing back food for my clan. If you could do any job in the world, what would it be? I would say to be chief hunter in our clan! What an honour! Because they get to wrestle with wolves and bears – and everybody respects them. If you could take on any job from history, what would it be? Well, I’m swapping places this week with Lee, a young guy from Finchley. He works as a cashier in a supermarket, so I’m looking forward to my first shift tomorrow. Bring it on!
 Borag is more used to fighting off starving wolves than scanning cereal packets and soup. How do you think he will get on?
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 4 Pronunciation
 a) Look at the sentences from the text below. Mark the strong stresses.
 1. it was nice to meet his friends there
 2. Lee lives in a warm, dry flat
 3. It’s really made me think about why we work.
 4. I had to wear this horrible uniform all day
 b) Look at the unstressed syllables. How many Schwa sounds are there?How many short i sounds are there?
 5 Sentence Blocks
 Which wh- question words can be used with each sentence above? Practise making sentence blocks with your partner. Check the stress!
 7 Reading
 It’s the end of the week on the checkout, and we’ve managed to catch five minutes with Borag, who looks completely fed up:
 8 Role Plays
 a) Work with a partner or group to make the following role plays. b) Use the questionsabove to do a final interview with each time traveller at the end of the role play.
 a) Imagine what happens next week when Lee travels back to Borag’s timeb) Imagine what would happen if YOU swapped jobs with either Borag or Leec) Imagine swapping places with any employee from history, for example, an Aztec warrior,a courtier in the palace of The Sun King, or a chimney sweep from Victorian England…
 JOB SWAP 6 Discussion & Function Words
 Fill in the missing function words in the text and discuss the reasons why we work with your partner. Order them from 1-15, where 1 is the most important reason and 15 is the least. What are YOUR main reasons for working?
 Why Do We Work?
 * to buy luxury items, e.g. 1. ________ expensive holiday* to pay 2. ________ our own living space* to help other people* to achieve a higher status 3. ________ our friends* to be able to afford non-essential items, e.g. a better car* to get money to buy food 4. ________ drink* because money gives 5. ________ control over our destinies* to be able to pay our bills, e.g. light, heat, insurance, etc.* to spend time 6. ________ other people and not be alone* to save so that we have money when 7. ________ need it* so that we 8. ________ become bored* so that we can purchase essential items, e.g. furniture* to challenge ourselves* money allows us to 9. ________ more independent* for pride – 10. ______ feel fulfilled by doing something we
 are good at
 How did you get on? Oh, it was too boring! Lee showed me the ropes, and it was nice to meet his friends there, but the actual work itself was tedious. I felt like a robot having to scan every product – and the queue of people seemed endless! What were the main differences compared with your current job? I found it really hard to sit still for such long periods of time. Also the repetitive nature of the job was really getting to me by the end. I couldn’t cope with the lack of physical exercise. I mean, human beings have got legs! We’re meant to move. Humans are among the greatest runners on the planet. I found myself clock-watching all day, and dealing with idiotic comments from customers who seemed to look down on me. I had to wear this horrible uniform all day and my line manager told me I had to have a bath before going to work. Where I come from it doesn’t matter how you’re dressed or whether you smell nice. For some reason here it’s a big deal! What surprised you the most? I didn’t expect to have to deal with a female boss! In my clan the women have to raise the little ones and guard the camp. It was quite hard being told what to do by a woman. Also I was surprised at how… well, how overweight and unfit people from your time are! In my time we haven’t got a chance to become fat. We’re always on the move – and usually because we’re pursuing our food! What did you enjoy the most? It was good to feel safe – without the threat of a violent death every minute of the day.
 Lee lives in a warm, dry flat and he told me there are no wild beasts roaming the streets of England any more – so that gave me confidence and peace of mind. Would you like to swap jobs permanently? No thanks! I miss my wide open spaces and fresh air. The rolling valleys, the hills, the mountains, the thrill of the chase as a dozen reindeer gallop off in terror… swap that for sitting on a till all day, in a supermarket for six days a week? No chance! I’ll take my time over yours any day of the week! What will you take away from this experience? It’s really made me think about why we work. I mean, in my time it’s really simple: you have to work to put food on the table; but in your time you seem to have invented loads of different motivations for going to work. You want to have a career and job satisfaction. You want to get paid more and buy more things. You always need a bigger house, a better car, a more exotic holiday, nicer furniture… You need to challenge yourselves, get promoted, achieve a higher status… But really it’s all about just getting enough for food for our bodies and making a safe place to live… isn’t it? Next week: discover what happens when Lee (below) swaps his scanner and “Here to Help” badge for a long-handled spear and a joint of barbecued reindeer!
 Find out whether he eats or gets eaten in next week’s exciting episode of Time Travelling Job Swap!
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 1 Listening – Find 20 Differences
 Alternative Text – Part 1
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- Students A & B read the first part of the text with 10 differences – shown in bold type. Students C & D should underline each word that has changed, and if possible write the new word:
 A or B: Time Travelling Job Swap
 Welcome to Time Travelling Job Swat [Swap] – the reality show that lets YOU change jobs with an employee from the past! This week, Cro-Magnon hunter-gatherer Borag travels forward 15,000 years to become a supermarket checkout operator for a week. We grabbed an exclusive interview with Borag, ahead of this week’s episode. He spoke via a special tile [time] travel interpreter:
 A Why do you work?
 B I work to get food for my clan. If I didn’t go out hunting, we wouldn’t eat, so it’s absolutely vital!
 A Why did you choose your present career park [path]?
 B My father was a hunter-gatherer and he showed me the ropes: how to trap a bear in a cave; how to skin a reindeer; how to fit [fish]. Pretty much all the men in my clan go out hunting. If you’re young, fit, and strong, you have to bring back food for the group.
 A Tell me about your role in the company. Does it offer you status, job security, jog [job] satisfaction, and promotion opportunities?
 B My specific role is to cut up the animals after they’ve been kilt [killed]. I’m quite a valued member of the hunting team. My job is safe because I’m pretty handy with a nice [knife]! I get a lot of pleasure from my work – particularly when I’m eating the delicious results! I’d like to work my way up from apprentice to assistant butcher, but I’m happy for now.
 A What do you value in your job? What do you dislike?
 B I love being owl [out] in the open air – running; chasing wild beasts. I love the feeling of the rain on my back and the wind in my hair; the excitement of discovering a hurl [herd] of bison or perhaps a baby woolly mammoth that’s been separated from its mother. I hate it when we can’t find anything to each [eat] and we have to return to our clan and face them with empty hands.
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Page 24
						

Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 2 > Unit 1 > Lesson 4 > Answers and Notes 1-4-A
 English Banana.com This free material from http://www.englishbanana.com is 100% photocopiable!
 Alternative Text – Part 2
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- Students C & D read the rest of the text with 10 more differences – shown in bold type. Students A & B should underline each word that has changed, and if possible write the new word:
 C Tell me about your colleagues.
 D We’re a mixed group in terms of aid [age] and experience, but all are strong and dedicated to the job in hand. Whether we’re harpooning fish or capturing wild horses, it’s a team effort. You know that you’re working together for the good of the home [whole] clan. It’s a grape [great] feeling!
 C If you could change one thing about your job, what would it be?
 D Nothing really – I love my job. Although, we don’t have weekends or holidays, as such, so I would love to have a bit more free time to spend with my wife and my three children. I’m away from home a lot – travelling for long periods at a time.
 C What are the working conditions light [like]? (hours, salary, leave, perks, etc.)
 D We work when we have to – often from early morning till late at night. If we’ve had a really big kill, we might not have to work for a few days. If that happens we can rest, and we might part [pass] the time making jewellery or painting pictures on the walls of our caves. We get paid in meat, so if we don’t work we will go to sleep hungry for sure.
 C What is your ambition? Where wool [would] you like to be in five years’ time?
 D Like I said before, I’m hoping to become an assistant butcher, but five years is too far ahead for me to thing [think], really. The most important goal is to stay alive – and that means dodging wild animals, avoiding hypothermia and infections – and most importantly bringing back food for my clam [clan].
 C If you could do any job in the world, what would it be?
 D I would say to be chief hunter in our clan! What an honour! Because they get to wrestle with wolves and bears – and everybody respects then [them].
 C If you could take on any job from history, what would it be?
 D Well, I’m swapping places this wheat [week] with Lee, a young guy from Finchley. He works as a cashier in a supermarket, so I’m looking forward to my first shift tomorrow. Bring it on!
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------
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 Title
 “Time Travelling Job Swap”. This lesson is about a fictional TV show where people from the present day are able to exchange jobs with an individual from the past for a week to find out what their job was like. You could start by asking SS some warm-up questions, e.g. “What is your favourite period in history? Why?”, “What jobs did they do in the past that we don’t do today?”, and “If you could travel back in time and try any job for one week, where would you go and what would you do? Why?” etc.
 Pictures
 Extensions: SS describe the pictures and how they are related to the lesson. SS look for other relevant pictures on the internet.
 1 Listening – Find 20 Differences
 See Alternative Text on P.3 for instructions. SS should check any new words and expressions in their dictionaries, or you could pre-teach any vocabulary that you think may be new before starting the activity. When SS have finished the activity and checked their answers, ask them what they notice about the words that were exchanged. They should notice that in each case the final consonant sound of each word has been changed to make a different word.
 Extensions: a) SS could practise their speaking and listening skills by reading the interview in pairs, then changing roles and reading it again. b) They could repeat the listening activity but with different words changed, e.g. instead of final consonant sounds they could change the vowel sound in one-syllable words to make a different word, e.g. “get” changes to “got”, “eat” to “ate”, and so on.
 2 Discussion Questions
 SS should work in pairs and ask each other the ten questions from the text. SS should give answers about themselves. Here is the complete list:
 1. Why do you work?2. Why did you choose your present career path?3. Tell me about your role in the company. Does it offer you status, job security, job satisfaction,
 and promotion opportunities?4. What do you value in your job? What do you dislike?5. Tell me about your colleagues.6. If you could change one thing about your job, what would it be?7. What are the working conditions like? (hours, salary, leave, perks, etc.)8. What is your ambition? Where would you like to be in five years’ time?9. If you could do any job in the world, what would it be?10. If you could take on [try; do; have a go at] any job from history, what would it be?
 Extensions: SS could think of more questions on the topic of work. They could ask and answer the new questions either as themselves or as Borag. Or SS could conduct a survey by asking a variety of students from the class, and then compile their results into a short report which they then present to the class. To consolidate this, they could write out the report for homework.
 3 Discussion Words – Work
 SS should check any new words or phrases in their dictionaries. Here are the discussion words with stressed syllables underlined and strong vowel sounds indicated. The teaching point is that these strong vowel sounds are the most important sounds in each word or phrase, and therefore should be heard clearly.
 i ei er ambition status working conditions
 auw er uuw hours perks job security
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 a e eu job satisfaction pleasure role
 iy ee eu career path leave promotion
 a eu o salary goal colleagues
 Extensions: a) SS could match words and phrases that have the same strong-stressed vowel sound, i.e.
 working conditions and perks; role, promotion, and goal; job satisfaction and salary
 b) SS could think of more discussion words on the topic of work and repeat the activity above; then use the words and phrasesfrom the activity or the ones they have found (or both) to practise with any Discussion Words practice activities, i.e. from Talk a Lot Elementary Books 1-3 or Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 1. Or SS could use the Big Word Game or Talk a Lot Bingo from Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook. You could also get SS to put each word or phrase into a sentence, using a verb form of their (or your) choice, or to practise making collocations, e.g. verb and noun (apply for a promotion), or adjective and noun (a high salary), etc.
 4 Pronunciation
 a) The strong stresses are marked: Ob) Schwa sounds are marked: ● ; short i sounds are marked: ● ; other unstressed syllables are marked: o
 NEA Phonetic Translation: ● ● O ● O ● O O 1. it was nice to meet his friends there i_ w Znai st Mee ti Zfren Ztheir
 O O ● ● O O O 2. Lee lives in a warm, dry flat Lee Li vzi n Worm, Drai Flat
 ● O o O ● O ● o O ● O3. It’s really made me think about why we work. i_ Sriy lii Mei mi Tting k bau_ Wai wi Work.
 ● o ● O ● O ● ● O ● o o o4. I had to wear this horrible uniform all day uh ha_ t Weir thi So r bl Yoo n for morl dei
 SS should notice that the vowel sounds in the unstressed syllables in these sentences are mainly either Schwa sounds or short i sounds. This is true of unstressed syllables in an English sentence generally. Out of 22 unstressed sounds, there are 9 Schwa sounds, 7 short i sounds, and 6 other sounds. Note: in sentence 1 the preposition “there”, which is often an unstressed function word, is stressed because it occurs at the end of the sentence.
 Extensions: SS examine other sentences from the text – or that they have made up on the same topic – to see how many Schwa sounds, short i sounds, and other sounds comprise the unstressed syllables.
 5 Sentence Blocks
 Note: parts of the text in italics will vary. SS should use their own ideas:
 1. it was nice to meet his friends there (past simple)
 Who was it nice to meet there? / His friends. / Was it nice to meet his friends there? / Yes, it was. / Was it nice to meet his bank manager there? / No, it wasn’t. It wasn’t nice to meet his bank manager there. / So…
 What was it nice to do there? / To meet his friends. / Was it nice to meet his friends there? / Yes, it was. / Was it nice to do your homework there? / No, it wasn’t. It wasn’t nice to do my homework there. / So…
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 Where was it nice to meet his friends? / There. / Was it nice to meet his friends there? / Yes, it was. / Was it nice to meet his friends in a crowded lift? / No, it wasn’t. It wasn’t nice to meet his friends in a crowded lift. / So…
 2. Lee lives in a warm, dry flat (present simple)
 Who lives in a warm, dry flat? / Lee does. / Does Lee live in a warm, dry flat? / Yes, he does. / Does a prisoner live in a warm, dry flat? / No, they don’t. A prisoner doesn’t live in a warm, dry flat. / So…
 Where does Lee live? / In a warm, dry flat. / Does Lee live in a warm, dry flat? / Yes, he does. / Does Lee live in a cold, damp house? / No, he doesn’t. Lee doesn’t live in a cold, damp house. / So…
 What kind of flat does Lee live in? / A warm, dry one. / Does Lee live in a warm, dry flat? / Yes, he does. / Does Lee live in a horrible flat? / No, he doesn’t. Lee doesn’t live in a horrible flat. / So…
 3. It’s really made me think about why we work. (present perfect)
 What has it really made you think about? / Why we work. / Has it really made you think about why we work? / Yes, it has. / Has it really made you think about astrophysics? / No, it hasn’t. It hasn’t really made me think about astrophysics. / So…
 What has it really made you do? / Think about why we work. / Has it really made you think about why we work? / Yes, it has. / Has it really made you feel annoyed? / No, it hasn’t. It hasn’t really made me feel annoyed. / So…
 4. I had to wear this horrible uniform all day (past modal form)
 What did you have to wear all day? / This horrible uniform. / Did you have to wear that horrible uniform all day? / Yes, I did. / Did you have to wear casual clothes all day? / No, I didn’t. I didn’t have to wear casual clothes all day. / So…
 What did you have to do all day? / Wear this horrible uniform. / Did you have to wear that horrible uniform all day? / Yes, I did. / Did you have to stay in bed all day? / No, I didn’t. I didn’t have to stay in bed all day. / So…
 What kind of uniform did you have to wear all day? / This horrible uniform. / Did you have to wear that horrible uniform all day? / Yes, I did. / Did you have to wear a nice uniform all day? / No, I didn’t. I didn’t have to wear a nice uniform all day. / So…
 Who had to wear that horrible uniform all day? / I did. / Did you have to wear that horrible uniform all day? / Yes, I did. / Did your niece have to wear that horrible uniform all day? / No, she didn’t. My niece didn’t have to wear this horrible uniform all day. / So…
 How long did you have to wear that horrible uniform for? / All day. / Did you have to wear that horrible uniform all day? / Yes, I did. / Did you have to wear that horrible uniform for only a few hours? / No, I didn’t. I didn’t have to wear this horrible uniform for only a few hours. / So…
 Extensions: Use other sentences from the text (or sentences written by SS on the same topic) and practise building sentence blocks using a variety of question words. SS can work individually, in pairs, in small groups, or as a whole class. See Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook for further ideas.
 6 Discussion & Function Words
 1. an2. for3. than4. and5. us6. with7. we8. don’t
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 9. be10. to
 SS should discuss the reasons and put them into order from 1 (most important) to 15 (least important). There are no right or wrong answers here. SS could present the results of their discussion to the whole class. Or SS could interview each other – even recording the interviews (audio or video), where possible. SS could work in small groups or pairs and leave the classroom to go and find a group of employees to interview on the topic of “Why Do We Work?” – e.g. at the school, or at a company, then come back and edit their interviews together, and show them to the whole group.
 7 Reading
 SS should read the interview out loud with a partner, then change roles and read it again. They should check any new words and expressions in their dictionaries, or you could pre-teach any vocabulary that you think might be new before starting the activity. The reading may lead into a discussion about Borag’s attitudes towards work and the present day, and how they contrast with our modern attitudes – or it may lead directly into the role play activity.
 8 Role Plays
 Extensions: See Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook for more ideas and guidance on developing role plays. One tip is to start to add more detail to the scene. SS could invent more information about each character, e.g. we don’t know much about the character of Lee from the text, so students could flesh it out a bit. As SS work together to add layers of detail the role play will become much richer. Of course, there are no right or wrong answers here: the idea is for SS to use their imaginations and to create something that can be assessed by the teacher in terms of spoken English, pronunciation, use of English, vocabulary, and so on. If your SS are competitive, there could be a challenge between groups to see which produces the most professional role play. SS could record their performances on video, and since the lesson is based on a fictional TV show, it could be a good chance for SS to learn how to create and edit a short video in the style of a reality show (e.g. Undercover Boss). If the performances are particularly good, you could invite people from within your school (e.g. other classes or staff) and even people from outside the school (parents, friends, etc.) to watch the resulting work, as a form of promotion for your school.
 About Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 2
 The aim of any Talk a Lot course is for students to practise and improve their speaking, listening, and pronunciation skills. Along the way the student will learn plenty of new vocabulary – including non-literal English expressions, such as idioms, phrasal verbs, and slang – and also practise reading, writing, and grammar skills, e.g. verb forms, word order, parts of a sentence, and so on.
 This two-page spread provides an organised sequence of learning activities for students at intermediate level (CEF B2). We believe that there is easily enough material here for a 90-minute lesson. Of course, how long the material lasts will depend on a variety of factors, such as the level of your students, and how familiar they are with Talk a Lot techniques. If you used any or all of the extension activities, you could make the material last much longer.
 Although many of the activities in this book can be used without having previously studied with Talk a Lot material, e.g. the reading comprehension tests, this is the second Talk a Lot Intermediate course book and the author has assumed that students will have some prior knowledge of Talk a Lot methodology, e.g. knowing how to make sentence blocks, and how to find the stressed syllables and sounds in a word or phrase; or how to read the New English Alphabet. If you or your students feel a bit lost with some of this material, you may practise the techniques with any of the previous Talk a Lot course books:
 Talk a Lot Elementary Books 1-3 Talk a Lot Elementary Handbook Talk a Lot Foundation Course Talk a Lot Intermediate Book 1
 All of these books – and much more – may be downloaded for free from http://www.englishbanana.com/ and they are all covered by our Free Copying Licence and Free Licence to Run Courses, which means that you may freely print, copy, adapt, distribute, sell, and give them away. Please visit our website for full details.
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 We hope that you will really enjoy using this free material, whether you are a student or teacher of English! If you have any questions or comments, please do get in touch with us here: [email protected]. If you and your students come up with further extension activities, please contact us and let us know what you did! It would be great to hear from you! If you can provide photo or video evidence we’ll happily put it online so that other students and teachers can learn from your experience. ☺
 Note: in this book, as with most English Banana.com material, we generally use British English.
 Pictures used under licence with kind permission from: P.1 Hunta – Fotolia, http://www.flickr.com/people/43964931@N00, http://www.flickr.com/photos/nateone, http://www.kozzi.com
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