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Chapter ObjectivesSection 5: Europe Encounters America• I can describe Viking and Spanish
 explorations of North America. • I can summarize Columbus’s journeys and their
 impact on Native Americans and Europeans.
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Click the Speaker button to listen to the audio again.Click the Speaker button
 to listen to the audio again.
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The Vikings Arrive in America• Evidence shows that the first Europeans
 to arrive in the Americas were the Norse, or Vikings, a people who came from Scandinavia.
 • In A.D. 1001, Leif Ericsson and 35 other Vikings explored the coast of Labrador and stayed the winter in Newfoundland.
 • Viking attempts to settle permanently in the Americas failed, mainly because Native Americans opposed them.
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• In the A.D. 200s, the Greek-educated Egyptian geographer and astronomer Claudius Ptolemy drew maps of a round world.
 • In 1406 Ptolemy’s Geography was rediscovered, and it was printed in 1475. His maps used the basic system of lines of latitude and longitude that are still used today.
 Spain Sends Columbus West• In the mid-1400s, Christopher
 Columbus, an Italian navigator, became interested in sailing across the Atlantic.
 (pages 39–41)(pages 39–41)
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• As a result, Christopher Columbus miscalculated the distance from Spain to India.
 • Columbus tried, but failed, to get financial backing from the rulers of England and France for an expedition.
 • In 1492 Spain’s King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella finally agreed to finance Columbus’s expedition.
 • Ptolemy’s Geography made the earth seem much smaller that it actually was.
 Spain Sends Columbus West (cont.)
 (pages 39–41)(pages 39–41)
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• Columbus and his three ships left Spain in August 1492.
 • After a long, frightening trip across the Atlantic Ocean, they landed in the Bahamas, probably on what is today San Salvador Island.
 • He called the Taino people he met Indians because he thought he had reached the Indies.
 • Columbus also found the islands of Cuba and Hispaniola.
 (pages 39–41)(pages 39–41)
 Spain Sends Columbus West (cont.)
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• In March 1493 he returned to Spain with gold, parrots, spices, and Native Americans.
 • Columbus impressed Ferdinand and Isabella and convinced them to finance another trip by promising them as much gold as they wanted.
 (pages 39–41)(pages 39–41)
 Spain Sends Columbus West (cont.)
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• Columbus soon left for his second voyage with 17 ships and 1,200 colonists.
 • In November 1493 he landed in Hispaniola. • Many of the colonists felt that Columbus
 had misled them with promises of gold, so they returned to Spain.
 • Columbus stayed and explored Hispaniola where he found some gold.
 • In 1496 he went back to Spain.
 Spain Sends Columbus West (cont.)

Page 10
						

• His brother Bartholomew stayed and founded Santo Domingo in Hispaniola.
 • This was the first capital of Spain’s American empire.
 • Columbus made two more voyages to America.
 • He studied the Orinoco River in South America and mapped the American coastline from Guatemala to Panama.
 (pages 39–41)(pages 39–41)
 Spain Sends Columbus West (cont.)
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(pages 41–43)(pages 41–43)
 Spain Claims America• By the early 1500s, the Spanish had
 explored the major Caribbean islands, established colonies on Hispaniola, Cuba, Jamaica, and Puerto Rico, and begun to explore the American mainland.
 • In 1493 the Catholic Church’s Pope Alexander VI established a line of demarcation.
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• This imaginary north-to-south line running down the middle of the Atlantic granted Spain control of everything west of the line and Portugal control of everything east of the line.
 • In 1494 Spain and Portugal signed the Treaty of Tordesillas.
 • This gave Portugal the right to control the route around Africa to India.
 • Spain claimed the new lands of the Americas, except for what is now Brazil.
 Spain Claims America (cont.)
 (pages 41–43)(pages 41–43)
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• The Americas were named after Amerigo Vespucci, an Italian who repeated Columbus’s voyages in 1499 and 1501, and discovered that this large landmass could not be part of Asia.
 • Juan Ponce de Leon, the Spanish governor of Puerto Rico, discovered Florida in 1513.
 • Also in 1513, Vasco de Balboa became the first European to reach the Pacific coast of America.
 Spain Claims America (cont.)
 (pages 41–43)(pages 41–43)
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• In 1520 Ferdinand Magellan, a Portuguese mariner working for Spain, discovered the strait at the southernmost tip of South America.
 • His crew became the first known people to circumnavigate, or sail around, the globe.
 Spain Claims America (cont.)
 (pages 41–43)(pages 41–43)
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• Native Americans taught the Europeans local farming methods and introduced them to new crops and foods, such as corn, tobacco, and the potato.
 • Europeans also adapted many devices invented by the Indians, such as the canoe.
 The Columbian Exchange• The Columbian Exchange was a series of
 interchanges that permanently changed the world’s ecosystems and changed nearly every culture around the world.
 (pages 43–44)(pages 43–44)
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• The Europeans introduced the Native Americans to many crops, such as wheat, oats, and barley and to domestic livestock.
 • The Europeans introduced the Native Americans to technologies, such as metalworking.
 • Europeans also brought diseases that killed millions of Native Americans because they lacked immunity to the diseases.
 The Columbian Exchange (cont.)
 (pages 43–44)(pages 43–44)
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Pass the Popcorn Native Americans perfected the popular American snack of popcorn at least 5,000 years ago. In order to pop, a corn kernel must contain at least 14 percent water. When heated, this water turns into steam, which expands and forces the kernel to explode into its familiar shape. Native Americans developed corn with a high water content suitable for popping, as well as sweet corn to eat off the cob and feed corn for animals. According to legend, popcorn made up part of the menu at the first Thanksgiving feast in 1621.Archaeologists have found kernels of popcorn in Utah and Peru that they estimate to be over 1,000 years old. Almost all of the world’s popcorn is grown in the United States.

Page 20
						

Spain, 1492 Christopher Columbus proudly carried the Spanish banner of Castile and Leon to the shores of the Bahamas. The flag’s castle represented Queen Isabella. The lion symbolized her husband, King Ferdinand.
 The current Spanish flag incorporates the coat of arms that includes the castle and lion symbols.
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A recurring element in the art of the Olmec is the jaguar. The animal appears in carvings and on pottery. Another common image found in Olmec art is a creature that appears to be half jaguar and half human.

Page 22
						

Mayan and Aztec calendars both had 365 days. It is believed that the Mayan calendar was the basis for all calendars in civilized Mesoamerica.

Page 23
						

Totem Poles are large cedar logs that were carved, painted, and mounted vertically by Native American peoples who lived along the northern Pacific coast. Totem poles were used for specific purposes. For example, some totem poles were designed to support the roof of a house while others were created as memorials.

Page 24
						

Makkah, also called Mecca, is the birthplace of the Prophet Mohammed, the founder of Islam. This holy city is located in what is now western Saudi Arabia. Every day Muslims face Makkah as they pray, and each year more than a million Muslims make a pilgrimage during the last month of the Islamic calendar. One of the tenets of Islam is that every person who is able should make a hajj, a pilgrimage to this holy city during his or her lifetime.
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Some historians believe that the compass was independently invented in China and Europe at about the same time.

Page 26
						

Salt Salt has been used throughout the ages to season and preserve food. It has also been used in religious ceremonies and as a medium of exchange. The word salary is derived from the Latin word salarium that referred to the ration of salt issued to soldiers.
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Cartography Cartography is the science and art of making maps. A mapmaker is a cartographer.
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