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What’s the difference between story and plot?A story is a series of events recorded in their chronological order.
 A plot is a series of events deliberately arranged so as to reveal their dramatic, thematic, and emotional significance.
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Key Narrative Terms: Cause and Effect: creates
 momentum and pace, keeps stories
 moving forward with minimum of
 audience confusion.
 Causality: answers questions that
 hook you into the drama.
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Causality How will Cinderella ever get to the ball?!
 With the help of the fairy godmother!
 How will the prince find his true love again?!
 Why with the slipper of course!
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9TIDthcIHU
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Key Narrative Term: Plot PointStory event that turns the narrative into
 a new direction.
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Key Narrative Term: Omniscient Narrative/ Narration
 Story presented through a number of characters (the audience can know more than any one character).
 Can create suspense
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Is0LttqtGY
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Key Narrative Term: Restricted Narrative/ NarrationStory often presented via one character in particular. Audience might not know as much as the character.(Restricted POV)
 Can create mystery or surprise.
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IAJFCxAP_Y
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Key narrative term: hierarchy of knowledge
 Who knows more than who?
 Does the spectator know more or less than any of the characters?
 Which characters know more than the others?
 • Mystery: characters and audience know the same• Surprise: characters know more than audience• Suspense: audience knows more than character
 The Truman Show (dir. Weir, 1998)
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9lBvg5clr0
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=md6folAgGRU
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Key TermsStory: Everything that happens in fictional
 world between beginning & end including events
 that viewers infer or presume to have happened.
 Plot: What viewers see on screen & hear to
 allow them to construct story in their heads. Plots
 can begin anywhere on chain of story events & can
 jump back & forth in time & space.
 Narrative: Flow of story information
 constructed by the plot at any given moment.
 Narrative implies POV (either one character -
 restricted or an all seeing narrator - omniscient).
 Un Chien Andalou (dir. Buñuel, 1929)
 https://www.google.co.uk/search?sa=X&biw=1920&bih=974&q=Luis+Bu%C3%B1uel&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MDRNzilQgjDNcquytMSyk6300zJzcsGEVUpmUWpySX4RAJ3Eh7gwAAAA&ved=0ahUKEwjs_dyCiNbQAhUnCMAKHf7DBjAQmxMIpQEoATAY
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIKYF07Y4kA
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Opening suggests: we must see with a different eye.Viewed with a different perspective.
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Dali on the film’s themes: “the pure and correct line of ‘conduct’ of a human who pursues love through wretched humanitarian, patriotic ideals and the other miserable workings of reality.”
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Buñuel: “Our only rule was very simple: No idea or image that might lend itself to a rational explanation of any kind would be accepted. We had to open all doors to the irrational and keep only those images that surprised us, without trying to explain why.”
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Key Term: Narrative Structure
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Key Narrative Term: Structure3 Part Structure (Classic/ Traditional)
 Act 1:
 Story setup, prepares audience for what’s to come.
 Introduced to main characters, location and setting.
 Initiates principal conflict.
 Sets scene.
 Fill in backstory/ information audience may need:
 exposition
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Key Narrative Term: Structure
 3 Part Structure
 Act 2
 Longest act, main bulk of film.
 Series of actions that escalate the
 conflicts, often offering false
 resolutions, leading to third act;
 known as rising action.
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Key Narrative Term: Structure 3 Part Structure
 Act 3
 Brings climax of story. Conflicts brought to head.
 Pacing of film often increases.
 Heightened pitch of excitement in film.
 After the climax, the story reaches a conclusion
 and conflicts are resolved or sometimes left
 unresolved.
 Post climactic moment is called denouement.
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Key Narrative Idea: Tzvetan Todorov.Equilibrium
 Dis-equilibrium
 (New) Equilibrium
 Key Narrative Term: Circular Narrative
 1. Narrative starts with an equilibrium
 2. An action or character disrupts the equilibrium
 3. A quest to restore the equilibrium begins
 4. The narrative continues to climax
 5. Resolution occurs and equilibrium is restored.
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Key Narrative Idea: Tzvetan Todorov.1. Narrative starts with an
 equilibrium 2. An action or character
 disrupts the equilibrium3. A quest to restore the
 equilibrium begins4. The narrative continues to
 climax5. Resolution occurs and
 equilibrium is restored.
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Classical Hollywood Narrative
 1917 to 1960 during this period a distinctive cinematic style developed. (Bordwell and Thompson 1988)
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Classical Hollywood Narrative High degree of narrative closure (loose ends tied up, protagonist achieves goals, enigma resolved, order restored). Doesn’t always have to be happy though.
 Motivations of characters move story along – usually male protagonist sets narrative in motion
 Basic structure of enigma/resolution or equilibrium/disequilibrium/equilibrium
 Linearity + cause/effect logic
 Psychologically rounded characters as active narrative agents
 Spatial & temporal verisimilitude/realism
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Key Narrative Term: Verisimilitude A term used to refer to the illusion of a ‘’realistic’’ or plausible world on screen created through use of mise-en-scene, editing, cinematography, and consistency in the narrative arrangement of time and space.
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Classical Ending?
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toHHdqSmnsg
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Key Narrative Term: Alternative Narratives•Non-linear narrative.•Discontinuity editing. •Treatment of time can be confusing/ non-linear.•Unexplained characters/ relationships.•Unclear motivation of characters.•Incoherence.•Fragmentation.
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Alternative Narrative Example 1: Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (dir. Gondry, 2004)
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7Lvyd0HUAo
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Alternative Narrative Example 2: Run Lola Run (dir. Tykwer, 1998)
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppeZQ8inevE
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Stock characters in films?
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Key Narrative Idea: Propp’s (1928) CharactersHeroes (Traits)
 ● Acts heroically.● Good.
 ● Principal point of
 identification.
 ● Expected to display
 positive active character
 traits in order to achieve
 goals.
 ● Or to develop traits.
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Hero?
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Hero?Internal obstacles rather than a ‘external’ villain in the narrative.
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Villains● Function in narrative?
 ● Provide goal and
 complicate plot.
 ● Creating obstacles for
 hero to overcome.
 ● Disrupt happy balance
 of everyday life.
 ● Cause a state of
 imbalance that has to
 be corrected.
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Sidekicks & Helpers
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Propp: ● The hero - goes on a quest.
 ● The villain - tries to defeat the
 hero.
 ● The dispatcher helper or donor -
 sends off, assists or gives the
 hero some kind of magical object
 such as a potion.
 ● The princess - prize for the hero.
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Assessment 1 Reminder
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FINAL DEADLINE: 12th December 2016 4pm
 DRAFT DEADLINE: 5th December 2016 4pm
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What’s coming up next: Assessment 2 : Class Test
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