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As the Publisher of Richmond Magazine, I am extremely excited about this new venture and believe the timing could not be better to introduce a publication like ours. The City of Richmond is about to embark on an aggressive marketing campaign to promote — not only its business friendly environment — but its long-term revitalization plans that will benefit the entire Richmond community. Bottom line? The City will use Richmond Magazine to help deliver its message to give its citizens reasons to think of Richmond first for dining, shopping, entertainment, and personal services.
 Richmond Has A New AttitudeOver the last few years, one could see that “change was in the air” in and around Richmond. New businesses and shops are moving into the historic downtown area. Developers are investing in commercial projects and residential communities on both the north and south side of the city limits. And equally as important, an investment is being made in our infrastructure — both above and below ground — to support this growth. Adding to this excitement, Richmond was just named as one of the top 10 Texas cities to retire. The Del Webb master planned community, in conjunction with Richmond’s charm and host of other new amenities are driving this success.
 A digital version of the magazine will be available on the City’s website, www.richmondtx.com, so that readers can post or share the news and features about our great city.
 On behalf of the dedicated staff behind the magazine, as well as the City of Richmond, please accept our invitation to be a part of this wonderful adventure that is Richmond Magazine.
 Kit JonesPUBLISHER - 713.269.2333
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From the Desk ofM AYO R E VA LY N M O O R EOn behalf of the City of Richmond I am pleased to announce the introduction of Richmond Magazine. It is just one of several initiatives the City is supporting as we begin a new journey of growth in Richmond. We all know how historic, charming and warm it is, but for our City to continue to evolve and prosper it is vital that we let the rest of the world in on what I consider the best-kept secret in Texas … and that is Richmond.
 I believe Richmond Magazine will play an integral role in the City’s expansion efforts. The sole intent of this publication is to showcase Richmond’s unique qualities, share its historical past and promote our future growth. By doing this we are supporting existing businesses that have already invested in our community and attracting new developers and boutique businesses to invest along the I-69 corridor, in North Richmond and our historic downtown area.
 The publisher Kit Jones, with Wheelwright Marketing Communications, Inc., is a long-time Richmond resident and local business owner. He is extremely passionate about the growth and image of our community and is committed to producing a magazine rich with interesting content. Kit is no stranger to the publishing industry and has formed an experienced team with a long and successful history in the publishing industry.
 As the Mayor, my staff plans to work very closely with Mr. Jones to ensure the pages of Richmond Magazine communicate the future vision of our City and promote a business-friendly environment to help us grow. The magazine will be mailed to a minimum of 20,000 Richmond area residents, key developers and local businesses.
 Sincerely,
 Evalyn MooreMAYOR, CITY OF RICHMOND
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Why? Because Richmond is poised to experience an unprecedented phase of long-term, community-defining growth that will bring many new residents to the area that want to know more about the character and qualities found in Richmond.
 It is our mission to introduce readers of Richmond Magazine to the City’s unique high-standard lifestyle and to the community resources that support it.
 Richmond Magazine is set to become the preeminent print marketing platform for the overall Richmond area. Through our unique approach to community-focused editorial content, we will be known for our support of the emerging Richmond lifestyle.
 Our readers will enjoy the presentation of articles, documentary features and relevant advertising that focuses on community events, resources and assets.
 The magazine will advance the marketing opportunities for local businesses while we spotlight the efforts of those in our area that are leading the way toward building a first-rate community.
 It’s Our Business to
 Promote Your BusinessIF YOU DO BUSINESS IN RICHMOND,THEN YOU NEED TO BE IN RICHMOND MAGAZINE.
 We Will Represent Richmond Well
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Soon to be the area’s preeminent print publication, Richmond Magazine will boast archive-quality features from cover to cover. By choosing the finest of printing options, our magazine will be set apart from lesser publications that are often recycled instead of read.
 Coffee Tables and BookshelvesOur advertisers will benefit from the impression that we make on our readers. The very touch of Richmond Magazine, with it’s high level of artistic production and design standards, quality paper and printing features, as well as its timely, community-centric approach will set Richmond Magazine apart and reinforce the perceived value of the information contained between its covers.
 Richmond Magazine will have the feel of a quality coffee-table book rather than a magazine. As such, it will impress its readers as being different and significantly more credible.
 By extension, readers will instinctively trust the products and services offered in the Magazine as they discover that it truly is a unique and legitimate information resource to be read, displayed, shared, and saved.
 Timely and relevant features presented through our quality publishing process standards will engage our readers’ interest and increase Richmond Magazine’s reader utility and shelf life from minutes to months.
 Sections and FeaturesThe sections of the magazine and featured articles found in it will highlight the best of what Richmond and the surrounding areas have to offer to residents, businesses, and visitors. Every effort will be made to attract and maintain high-value subscribers as we grow our subscription base and readership.
 As we emphasize the most positive upscale aspects of Richmond, we will endeavor to reinforce our readers’ understanding of the upscale Richmond lifestyle. By this, the magazine will engage its readers so that our advertisers will be their first choice when it comes to providing excellent products and services.
 TheMagazine
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Reach The Audience That Seeks Your ServicesRichmond Magazine is not a “shopper” publication, nor is it an “advertorial only” magazine. This magazine will contain real stories that are relevant to the reader and beautiful photography of Richmond and the surrounding area. We will uncover interesting and little known facts about the history of our great community, as well as feature entrusting people that have made a difference in the community. All of this adds up to an extended shelf life, and great pass along readership.
 Richmond Magazine will be mailed to over 20,000 of Richmond’s finest homes and over 2,000 of the city’s most prominent businesses. In addition, the magazine will be prominently displayed on major newsstands throughout the state of Texas with heavy concentration within Richmond’s ETJ.
 A digital version of Richmond Magazine will also be available on the City’s website: www.richmondtx.com, which is the number one searched source for Richmond information. Advertiser hot links will also be embedded into the ads within the magazine.
 Inaugural IssueYou won’t want to miss this first issue. It promises to be a great one!
 • State of the City Address: recap and new branding campaign announcement• An interview with Evalyn Moore, Mayor of Richmond• A Dove Hunting feature by Doug Pike• The Revitalization of Historic Downtown Richmond• Lamar Little League Legends: Q & A Session with Randal Grichuk star of the 1994 Little League World Series and player for the St. Louis Cardinals• Consierge Medicine & Wellness - Why it’s becoming so popular• Giving the Gift of Land - Local foundations releasing property for progress• History of the Richmond Police Department building. Is it haunted? • And much, much more
 CITY/GOVERNMENTCOMMUNITY OUTREACH
 HISTORY
 PHILANTHROPYHUMAN INTEREST
 SPORTS/RECREATION
 ENTERTAINMENT HEALTH/WELLNESS
 PROGRESS/DEVELOPMENT
 A peek on the inside of the engine that drives the community
 Features on how the community supports its own
 The “Old 300”, early days of Richmond, the cemetery, Jane
 Long, impact of the railroad, historic buildings … there is so
 much to cover here
 Local foundations and how they support community growth
 Local personalities, Richmond celebrity profiles, etc.
 From youth sports to hunting, fishing and camping, we will
 uncover unique stories
 Where to go … what to see … and do
 Tips to healthier living, eating, and cooking
 We will keep the reader informed of new developments and
 businesses that are helping the city prosper
 Section Titles
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WRITTEN BY JOE DOGGETT
 season
 A juvenile cottonmouth,
 raises its head to look at its surroundings.
 Photo: @iStock.com/KristianBell
 More good news for local readers: Diamondbacks are not native to the Houston area. The eastern range extends along the upper Gulf Coast to Galveston County and extreme southern Harris County, but that’s a long gallop from, say, Fulshear.
 The most common poisonous snake in the Houston area is the southern copperhead, and if you’re going to get nipped by a pit viper this is the one you want. The copperhead is small, average about two feet, and the venom is weak. The envenomation might be unpleasant and may cause lingering issues but the snake poses no mortal danger to a healthy human.
 According to the Houston Zoo, about 100 poisonous snake bites occur each year in the Houston area, and almost all are from copperheads. Not only are copperheads relatively common, they can thrive in urban environs such as overgrown lots, wooded parks and bayou/creek banks.
 But, in defense, the copperhead is a retiring creature and you really have to press close to draw a strike. The inadvertent step or reach that violates its space will suffice _ but this is not the snake’s fault.
 Texas is the “snakiest” state in the country, and spring is the peak season for coiling, hissing, writhing encounters. The cold-blooded reptiles are most active during the daylight
 hours of April and May. Summers are too hot and winters can be too cold.
 At least 72 species of snakes (110, counting sub-species) have been documented in the Lone Star State (Texas Snakes, John Werler and James Dixon). I suppose that’s a good news/bad news situation, depending on whether you are horrified by them or fascinated by them.
 Regardless of which side of the nearest snake you might stand, a definite positive is the statistical fact that the likelihood of a venomous bite is slim. The great majority of snake species are harmless, and even the venomous ones typically avoid contact. Despite dramatic lore and legend, snakes prefer to hide or retreat rather than confront.
 Each year, approximately 7,000 poisonous snake bites are documented in the United States, and of that total approximately 1,000 occur in Texas.
 The numbers actually aren’t bad when you consider the staggering number of man hours spent recreating or working outdoors during the warm-weather months.
 More good news: The fatality rate among snake bites in Texas is only one to two per year. I don’t mean to downplay the misery of a twin-fanged double dose but you’ve got to like those chances.
 Most fatalities over the decades are from the western diamond-backed rattlesnakes common in South Texas and along the middle and lower coast. These are large pit vipers with powerful hemotoxic venom.
 Incidentally, a pit viper is defined as a snake with heat-seeking pits on either side of the snout, elliptical eyes, keeled scales, a bulbous head (large venom sacks), and retractable fangs in the roof of the mouth. The diamondback tops the Texas roster.
 cottonmouth
 Read more in an upcoming issue of Richmond Magazine.
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Richmond
 haunted
 secrets police department
 Richmond
 Built in 1897, the Richmond Police Department is said to be so haunted that in the past there have been officers afraid to go into certain parts of the building. “There are some officers who would rather not go upstairs by themselves at night,” said Master Sgt. Lowell Neinast, the public relations officer for the Richmond Police Department. Neinast, who has given tours of the department for nearly 15 years says the building was originally the county jail. “In the late 1800s and early 1900s, the sheriff lived on the first floor of the jail and the prisoners occupied the basement, second and third floors” he added. “And, a gallows still remains in the building where they used to hang prisoners inside the jail.”
 “We’ve heard people, and sounds like little kids running up and down the stairs.. but there is no one up there,” said a dispatcher who has worked the overnight shift for years. She also heard a voice over the intercom once say, “Get out!” Yet, no one else was in the building at the time.
 Read more in an upcoming issue of Richmond Magazine.
 Richmond 'sHAUNTED SECRETS
 secrets
 R
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