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A Very Brief History of theA Very Brief History of theMiddle East and North AfricaMiddle East and North Africa
 • Pre-1200 A.D.• Series of empires (Including Roman).• Flourishing culturally and scientifically.
 • Mongol Invasion of the Middle East• Ottomon Empire
 • Covered majority of the region by 1500• Not involved in global expansion during 18th & 19th
 centuries.• By early 20th century North Africa under European
 control.• World War I
 • Ottomon empire defeated• Possessions in the Middle East
 turned into “mandates” under European control.
 • Independence
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• World’s largest Religions• Christianity• Islam• Hinduism• Buddhism
 • Judaism • Not as many adherents• Significant influence due to diasporas and prevalence in western
 countries.
 • Universalizing Religions can be joined by anyone in any country and are actively seeking to increase their membership.
 • Ethnic religions are passed on through birth, and are closely tied to family and region.
 • Monotheistic Religions: Christianity, Islam, Judaism
 World ReligionsWorld Religions
 Christianity
 2.1 billion
 Islam 1.5 billionHinduism 1 billionBuddhism 375 million
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Major World ReligionsMajor World Religions
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• Birthplace of three monotheistic religions• Judaism
 • Appeared roughly 2000 B.C. • Based on the family lineage of Abraham.• Practiced in Israel, North America, Europe, and other small
 pockets worldwide.• Roughly 15 million adherents worldwide.
 • Christianity• Emerged as a minority religion in the first century A.D.• Initially spread into Europe.• Declared the official religion of the Roman Empire just before
 400 A.D.• Major branches (splits)
 • Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox • Protestant revolution
 Religion and the Middle EastReligion and the Middle East
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• Islam • Arose in early 600’s A.D. during the time of Muhammad. • Muhammad: God’s last and greatest prophet.• 800 – 1100 A.D. Golden Age of Islam
 • Major artistic, scientific, and military development.• Spread of Islam
 • 661 A.D. Sunni / Shia division• Dispute over succession following the death of the 4th Caliph.
 • Sunni Muslims• Majority (90%).• Moderate religious and political beliefs.• Extremists include the Taliban and Wahhabi (Saudi Arabia)
 • Shia Muslims• Majority populations in Iran and Iraq.• Historically isolationist, favoring clerical rule.• Extremists include Hezbollah (Syrian, Iran) and Hamas
 (Palestine)
 Religion and the Middle EastReligion and the Middle East
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Diffusion of Middle Eastern ReligionsDiffusion of Middle Eastern Religions
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Islam in Africa, Asia, and EuropeIslam in Africa, Asia, and Europe
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Migration and IslamMigration and Islam
 • Refugee Populations• Workers• Distribution of Middle Eastern Culture
 • Worldwide spread of Islam
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• Attempts to unify Islamic nations• Organization of the Islamic Conference (1970s)
 • Distortion of the term “jihad”.• War, invasions, and revolutions.
 • Arab-Israeli wars (1967-1973).• Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (1979).• Islamic revolution in Iran (1979).
 • Conflict between Arab nations.• Views towards “outsiders” (Iran and Saudi Arabia).• Iraqi invasion of Iran (1981).• Iraqi invasion of Kuwait (1990).
 • Late 1990’s – Current.• Islamist extremism pushed to the fringes.• Secular majority.• Perceived conflict with the West.
 Politicizing IslamPoliticizing Islam
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Q: Why is religion so important in a Q: Why is religion so important in a globalizing world? globalizing world?
 A: Because religion often affects the A: Because religion often affects the social, political, and economic social, political, and economic
 decisions of people and the state.decisions of people and the state.
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The Importance of Religion in a The Importance of Religion in a Globalizing World Globalizing World
 Religion
 Women’s Rights
 Fertility (TFR)
 Other Doctrine
 POPULATION
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The Importance of Religion in a The Importance of Religion in a Globalizing World Globalizing World
 Religion
 SymbiosisOwnership
 Attitudes Towards Nature
 Exploitation Stewardship Protection
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• “Female” private space• “Male” public space• Chador• Violence against women
 Religion and GenderReligion and Gender
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• Oil economies: Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Iran, Kuwait, U.A.E., Bahrain, Qatar, Libya, Algeria
 • Limited oil economies: Tunisia, Egypt, Sudan, Syria, Yemen, Oman• Little-to-no oil production: Morocco, Israel, Palestine, Lebanon,
 Jordan, Turkey
 The Geography of OilThe Geography of Oil
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Oil ReservesOil Reserves
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• Algeria & Libya remained involved in agriculture• Gulf states
 • allowed agricultural sector to erode• Used oil wealth to import food
 • Single industry development• Highly vulnerable • Need for diversification
 • Oil wealth• Historically in the hands of ruling families• More recently channeled towards diversification
 Textiles, food processing, port facilities, oil refineries, construction materials, tourism.
 • Income variation• Extreme wealth and extreme poverty.• Migrant/guest workers
 Oil EconomiesOil Economies
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Population Pyramid: KuwaitPopulation Pyramid: Kuwait
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DubaiDubai • City of capitalism and free market to the excess.• No income taxes, hardly any governmental
 intervention, lots of privatization.• Using oil money investments to diversify
 economy.• Wants to become a global center of tourism and
 finance.• Tremendous inequality.
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How is Dubai being built?How is Dubai being built?• Modern slaves • 1 Million Indian laborers• Squalid living conditions, living 8+ to a room.• Remittances: sending a portion of their salary
 home to family.• Workers often not paid for months (BBC).
 1990 Today
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• Created in 1960 by Persian Gulf states and Venezuela• Today 75% of membership is Arab • Coordinates the interests of oil producing countries
 by regulating world oil prices.• Oil embargo (1973)
 • Prices rose fourfold.• Investment in infrastructure and military.• Led to recession in oil dependent nations.
 • Moderately high but stable prices.• Keeping oil affordable increases revenue.• Keeping alternative fuel sources comparitevly more
 expensive.
 Organization of Petroleum Exporting Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)Countries (OPEC)
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• Discovery of oil coincides with independence of many Middle Eastern / North African states.• Alliances based upon military and material support.
 • Increasing demand from China and India• Volatility of the region
 • History of conflict related to religion and resources• Impacts felt worldwide
 • Petroleum and global warming• Can the region survive without demand for petroleum?• Economic interest in keeping alternative fuel sources off the
 market.• Political consequences
 The Politics of OilThe Politics of Oil
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