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 Read Like a ReaderRead Like a Writer
 What do readers do when they read? Sounds like a strange question,doesn’t it? After all, readers just read, don’t they? Sort of. Actually, the whole ques-tion turns on what you think reading is.
 Your mind is very active while you process text. You may think you’re justsaying words to yourself and hearing them somewhere inside your head, butchances are there’s more going on — a lot more. Becoming aware of what yourmind is doing when you read helps you become a better reader.
 Nobody knows for sure what goes on in the mind of a reader. Frankly, there’sno way to tell and no two readers read exactly the same way. So, we have to makeup a theory about it. I like to think that there are two different ways to read:
 • Reading like a reader. We might think of this as the “normal”way of reading where we try to figure out what a piece of writingmeans by understanding the words a writer is using. But even this“normal” way is more complicated than it seems.
 • Reading like a writer. When we read from the perspective of awriter, we focus less on what the writer is trying to say and more onhow the writer is saying it. Specifically, we look at the techniques thewriter is using to get his or her message across and how those tech-niques affect us as we experience the text.
 These certainly aren’t the only ways to read. But I think they representinteresting and valuable ways of thinking about a text. The point of all this is tohelp us enjoy reading more by making it a more active and interactive process.When we read actively, we don’t just wait for the meaning to come to us, we goafter it — aggressively. We look deeply into the text hunting in certain specificways searching for clues as to what the writer is trying to say. When we readinteractively, we ask questions about the text and our reactions to it, and we usethe answers we to develop a sense of how the text works. It’s as if we start aconversation between the writer, the writing, and our self.
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 Read Like a ReaderWhat’s going on here? Personally, I find teaching reading to be rather intimidating because Ican never really know for sure how students are doing it. I can look out across a classroom and seea group of kids with their faces buried in between the pages of their books, but I have no way ofknowing what’s really going on. For all I can tell, they could be sitting quietly, thinking aboutnothing, and turning pages just to make me feel good.
 There’s no way to know for sure what goes on in a reader’s head. And every reader probably readsa little differently. But here’s a list of six things I think all readers do, things that make them moresuccessful, and make reading more fun. I call this “reading like a reader”:
 Question. Readers ask good questions about the things they read. What kinds of questions dothey ask? Just about anything that comes to mind: why something is happening or not happen-ing, why a character feels or acts a certain way, things we wonder about or are confused by, wordswe may not know the meanings of, and so on. Questions help readers clarify their understanding.
 Predict. Readers make guesses about what is coming up next. No reader, it seems, can resistthinking about what a writer is going to say next. It’s just part of human nature to anticipatethings. Predicting helps readers sort out important information from unimportant information, ithelps them organize their thinking as they encounter new material.
 Infer. Readers figure out things about what they read that aren’t actually written in the text.There’s almost always more to a story than just the words on the page. Often, writers leave “clues”that good readers can use to discover important information.
 Connect. Readers think about what their reading reminds them of. We can’t help but be re-minded of our own lives as we read. We’re also reminded of similar things we’ve read in othertexts and other parts of the same text we’re reading at the time.
 Feel. Readers have feelings while they read, they express emotions. Sometimes, it seems like wehave a direct connection to what we’re reading: sad parts make us feel sad, happy parts make usfeel happy, scary parts scare us, and so on. But often, the feelings we have are more subtle, wemay feel them only slightly, for example, when we read with more expression. Much of the mean-ing we get from a piece of writing comes from the emotions we feel when read it.
 Evaluate. Readers make judgments while they read. Is this good? If so, what’s good about it? DoI like it? Why? Should I keep reading or should I put this down and get something else? Readersare finicky, impatient, judgmental. The evaluations they make help them decide whether or notwhat they are reading is valuable and, if so, how they might use it.
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 Reading Like a ReaderEddie had always been able to fly, but it wasn’t until his fifth birthday party that he realized
 that it would turn out to be a bit of a social problem. Until that embarrassing day on theJohnsons’ lawn, Eddie’s parents had treated his airborne peculiarity as something of a childishwhim. “Boy’s gotta stretch out, learn what he can do,” said his father. “I just worry that he’ll hurthimself, you know, bump into the ceiling or get his eye poked out by a bird, I don’t know...” saidhis mother. For the young Eddie, flying was just another discovery about his developing body, likelearning that he could reach out his arm and ring the bell on his cradle railing, or finding thathe loved the taste of peas. The first time his parents came into the nursery and found Eddie hover-ing a foot or two off the floor it came as a bit of a shock. But, after all, parents are forever discover-ing special little things about their children. Eddie’s mother thought that perhaps they shouldtake their son to see a specialist, but his father vetoed the idea. “It’s not like anything’s wrong withhim, and I don’t want him getting a complex about it.”
 — Opening paragraph from Eddie Takes Off by Ben Hippen
 Question: Is this a fantasy story where people have special powers? Or is the author using theidea of flying to stand for something else? If he can really fly, why aren’t his parents a little morefreaked out about it?
 Predict: I think Eddie’s flying is going to get him in trouble. In the very first sentence, the au-thor refers to Eddie’s flying as “a bit of a social problem” and to me that hints that things canonly get worse.
 Infer: Eddie’s parents seem strange. They don’t sound like real people, more like characters froma bad TV show. I think the author is trying to tell us that they may not be very smart or very sensi-tive.
 Connect: This reminds me of Harry Potter where a boy has special powers. But it also makes methink of other kids I have seen who may be different. Sometimes, kids with unusual abilitiesaren’t accepted by other people.
 Feel: I feel sorry for Eddie. I get the feeling that he’s going to be lonely because people aren’t go-ing to understand him.
 Evaluate: I think the beginning is good. I’m curious about Eddie and his flying. I want to findout if he really can fly and if he’s the only kid in the story who can do something like this. I alsowant to see what trouble he gets into. The author has an entertaining and funny style. I especiallylike the way he describes Eddie’s parents though I don’t like them at all, especially Eddie’s father.This is exactly the kind of story I like: realistic but with a little bit of a twist.
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 Read Like a WriterThere’s another way to read? Normally, when we read, we focus on what the writer is try-ing to say. When we read like a writer, however, we focus on how the writer is saying it. Because weare writers ourselves, we pay close attention to the techniques a writer is using and how those tech-niques contribute to the meaning of the piece and improve its quality. We may even borrow thetechniques we learn for our own writing. I call this “reading like a writer.” When we read like this,there are six things we pay attention to:
 Ideas. Ideas are the heart of the piece — what the writer is writing about and the informationher or she chooses to reveal about it. When we read like a writer, we try to answer questions likethese: How does the writer reveal the main idea? What types of details does the writer use? Howdoes the writer achieve his or her purpose? How does the writer’s choice of ideas affect the reader?
 Organization. Organization refers to the order of ideas and the way the writer moves from oneidea to the next. When we read like a writer, we try to answer questions like these: What kinds ofleads does the writer use and how do they pull us in and make us want to read more? What kindsof endings does the writer use and how do they work to make the writing feel finished and to giveus something important to think about? How does the writer handle transitions? What techniquesdoes the writer use for sequencing? How does the writer control pacing?
 Voice. Voice is how the writing feels to someone when they read it, it’s the expression of the writ-er’s individual personality through words. When we read like a writer, we try to answer questionslike these: How does the writer demonstrate passion for the topic? How does the writer reveal emo-tions? How does the writer put personality into the piece?
 Word Choice. Word Choice refers to writer’s selection of particular words and phrases to expressideas. When we read like a writer, we try to answer questions like these: What techniques (simile,metaphor, strong verbs, etc.) does the writer use to make the word choice more specific, morememorable, and more effective?
 Sentence Fluency. Sentence Fluency is the rhythm and flow of the language as we read it, it’show the writing sounds when read aloud. When we read like a writer, we try to answer questionslike these: What kinds of sentence constructions does the writer use? How does the writer vary thelength and construction of his or her sentences? How does the writer use “sound” effects like allit-eration, rhyme, and rhythm?
 Conventions. Conventions are the ways we agree to use punctuation, spelling, grammar, andother things that make writing consistent and easy to read. When we read like a writer, we try toanswer questions like these: How does the writer use conventions to make the writing easy to readand more meaningful? Does the author use conventions in unusual ways that are successful?
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 Reading Like a WriterEddie had always been able to fly, but it wasn’t until his fifth birthday party that he realized
 that it would turn out to be a bit of a social problem. Until that embarrassing day on theJohnsons’ lawn, Eddie’s parents had treated his airborne peculiarity as something of a childishwhim. “Boy’s gotta stretch out, learn what he can do,” said his father. “I just worry that he’ll hurthimself, you know, bump into the ceiling or get his eye poked out by a bird, I don’t know...” saidhis mother. For the young Eddie, flying was just another discovery about his developing body, likelearning that he could reach out his arm and ring the bell on his cradle railing, or finding thathe loved the taste of peas. The first time his parents came into the nursery and found Eddie hover-ing a foot or two off the floor it came as a bit of a shock. But, after all, parents are forever discover-ing special little things about their children. Eddie’s mother thought that perhaps they shouldtake their son to see a specialist, but his father vetoed the idea. “It’s not like anything’s wrong withhim, and I don’t want him getting a complex about it.”
 — Opening paragraph from Eddie Takes Off by Ben Hippen
 Ideas: A flying baby boy, in the context of what appears to be a realistic setting, is a curious andcompelling idea.
 Organization: The opening line is great. It certainly gets our attention and makes us want tofind out more. The author has us wondering about three things: Eddie’s flying ability, his parentsstrange reaction, and the embarrassing incident on his fifth birthday.
 Voice: The author’s voice is light-hearted and playful, just as one might imagine a flying babyboy to be.
 Word Choice: The phrase “airborne peculiarity” in the second sentence is both unusual andmemorable. It also seems like the perfect way to describe Eddie’s unique talent as viewed by hisparents, as though it were something just slightly odd or mildly eccentric. In the last sentence, thestrong verb “vetoed” tells a lot about how Eddie’s mom and dad interact: Eddie’s dad is sort of likethe “president” of the family; any time he wants he can cancel his wife’s ideas.
 Sentence Fluency: The parallelism of the two quotes works nicely. And the last sentence, laidout in four pieces, with just a little bit of alliteration near the end, sounds smooth and satisfying.
 Conventions: Normally, when quoting characters in a story, we have to start a new paragraphfor each new speaker. But here the author quotes the two parents inside a paragraph. The use ofthe ellipsis at the end of the mother’s comment makes her seem even more vague than her cli-chéd words imply.
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 stan
 d ho
 w Ed
 die
 be-
 have
 s an
 d ho
 w th
 e wo
 rld re
 acts
 to h
 is be
 havio
 r. Th
 elit
 tle b
 its a
 bout
 dia
 per c
 hang
 ing
 and
 closin
 g th
 e su
 nro
 of o
 n th
 e ca
 r are
 ver
 y cle
 ver.
 Orga
 niza
 tion
 : The
 wor
 ds “
 In fa
 ct,”
 pro
 vide
 an e
 asy
 trans
 ition
 from
 the
 last
 sen
 tenc
 e of
 the
 prev
 ious
 para
 grap
 h. T
 he fi
 rst s
 ente
 nce
 is a
 perfe
 ct “
 topi
 c”se
 nten
 ce. T
 he re
 st o
 f the
 par
 agra
 ph c
 onsis
 ts o
 f de-
 tails
 that
 serv
 e as
 exa
 mpl
 es. T
 his i
 s a lo
 ng p
 arag
 raph
 (as
 was
 the
 prev
 ious
 one
 ). Th
 e pa
 ce h
 ere
 at th
 e be
 -gi
 nnin
 g is
 slow.
 The
 aut
 hor s
 eem
 s to
 wan
 t us
 to fo
 -cu
 s on
 one
 or t
 wo b
 ig id
 eas
 at a
 tim
 e as
 he
 sets
 up
 his s
 tory
 .
 Voic
 e: O
 n th
 e one
 han
 d, it
 ’s cle
 ar th
 at al
 l the
 adul
 tsar
 e be
 com
 ing
 “exa
 sper
 ated
 ” wi
 th E
 ddie
 . But
 the
 para
 grap
 h ha
 s a
 very
 cal
 m, e
 asy-
 goin
 g qu
 ality
 to it
 that
 mak
 es m
 e fe
 el lik
 e th
 e ad
 ults
 are
 ove
 rrea
 ctin
 g.Th
 e vo
 ice h
 ere
 is un
 ders
 tate
 d ev
 en th
 ough
 wha
 t’sbe
 ing
 desc
 ribed
 is n
 ot.
 Wor
 d Ch
 oice
 : I lo
 ve th
 e ph
 rase
 , “a
 look
 so
 full
 of‘N
 o!’”
 It’s
 per
 fect
 and
 yet
 I’ve
 nev
 er h
 eard
 it b
 efor
 e.Ov
 eral
 l, th
 e wo
 rd c
 hoice
 in th
 is pa
 ragr
 aph
 is te
 rrific
 .Th
 ere
 are
 man
 y go
 od s
 trong
 ver
 bs (“
 exas
 pera
 ted”
 ,“d
 esist
 ed”,
 “pro
 vokin
 g”),
 som
 e te
 rrific
 adj
 ectiv
 esan
 d ad
 verb
 s (“
 addl
 ed”,
 “sul
 kily”
 , “re
 ticen
 t”),
 and
 som
 e ve
 ry m
 emor
 able
 phr
 ases
 (“av
 oid
 pare
 ntal
 dis-
 plea
 sure
 ”, “
 prov
 okin
 g aw
 kwar
 d qu
 estio
 ns”,
 “a
 gent
 lere
 stra
 inin
 g ha
 nd”)
 .
 In fa
 ct, E
 ddie
 ’s fly
 ing
 soon
 bec
 ame a
 n an
 noya
 nce t
 o hi
 s par
 ents.
 Bro
 ken
 light
 fixt
 ures
 , cra
 yon
 mar
 ks o
 n th
 e cei
 lings
 , and
 lost
 obje
 cts t
 hat h
 ad to
 be r
 e-tri
 eved
 from
 the t
 ops o
 f boo
 kcas
 es so
 on ex
 aspe
 rate
 d th
 em. O
 nce w
 hen
 Eddi
 ewa
 s thr
 ee, h
 is ra
 ther
 seni
 le g
 rand
 mot
 her c
 ame f
 or a
 visit
 . As s
 he w
 as si
 tting
 inhe
 r fav
 orite
 arm
 chai
 r wat
 chin
 g TV
 , Edd
 ie, w
 ho h
 ad b
 een
 play
 ing
 behi
 nd th
 ech
 air,
 appe
 ared
 in th
 e air
 over
 his
 gran
 dmot
 her,
 read
 y to
 drop
 a ru
 bber
 bal
 l on
 her g
 rayi
 ng, a
 ddle
 d he
 ad. H
 is fa
 ther
 shot
 him
 a lo
 ok so
 full
 of “
 No!”
 that
 Edd
 iede
 siste
 d at
 onc
 e and
 sulk
 ily sp
 ent t
 he re
 st of
 the d
 ay fi
 rmly
 seat
 ed o
 n th
 e car
 pet.
 As th
 e mon
 ths a
 nd ye
 ars p
 asse
 d, E
 ddie
 lear
 ned
 to b
 e ret
 icen
 t abo
 ut h
 is ab
 ility
 in o
 rder
 to a
 void
 par
 enta
 l disp
 leas
 ure;
 this
 had
 the a
 dded
 ben
 efit
 of n
 ot p
 ro-
 voki
 ng a
 wkwa
 rd q
 uesti
 ons f
 rom
 gra
 ndpa
 rent
 s and
 visit
 ing
 rela
 tives
 . Edd
 ie’s
 mot
 her a
 nd fa
 ther
 also
 took
 certa
 in p
 rude
 nt p
 reca
 utio
 ns su
 ch a
 s a g
 entle
 re-
 strai
 ning
 han
 d du
 ring
 diap
 er ch
 angi
 ng a
 nd re
 mem
 berin
 g to
 clos
 e the
 sun
 roof
 of th
 e fam
 ily ca
 r whe
 n Ed
 die w
 as in
 side.
 Sent
 ence
 Flu
 ency
 : The
 auth
 or sh
 ows w
 onde
 rful v
 ari-
 ety i
 n se
 nten
 ce le
 ngth
 and
 terr
 ific co
 ntro
 l ove
 r sen
 -te
 nce
 stru
 ctur
 e. T
 he fi
 rst s
 ente
 nce
 has
 two
 part
 s. Th
 ese
 cond
 sen
 tenc
 e, th
 ree.
 The
 nex
 t sen
 tenc
 e ha
 s tw
 oag
 ain.
 But
 the
 sent
 ence
 afte
 r tha
 t has
 five
 par
 ts a
 ndis
 36 w
 ords
 long
 . Yet
 , it’s
 stil
 l cle
 ar a
 nd v
 ery
 read
 -ab
 le. T
 here
 ’s al
 so s
 ome
 nice
 allit
 erat
 ion
 here
 : “su
 lkily
 spen
 t” a
 nd “p
 rude
 nt p
 reca
 utio
 ns.”
 Conv
 enti
 ons:
 The
 aut
 hor h
 as d
 one
 good
 wor
 k he
 rewi
 th “i
 nsid
 e” p
 unct
 uatio
 n: g
 reat
 use
 of c
 omm
 as a
 nd a
 sem
 i-col
 on to
 mak
 e lo
 ng s
 ente
 nces
 eas
 y to
 read
 . Ial
 so lik
 e th
 e us
 e of
 the
 pass
 ive v
 oice
 in th
 e se
 cond
 sent
 ence
 . Thi
 s sin
 gle
 para
 grap
 h co
 uld
 have
 bee
 n br
 o-ke
 n up
 into
 thre
 e bu
 t kee
 ping
 it a
 ll tog
 ethe
 r in
 one
 big
 bloc
 k slo
 ws u
 s do
 wn a
 s we
 read
 and
 con
 tribu
 tes
 to s
 low,
 pat
 ient
 feel
 ing
 I thi
 nk th
 e au
 thor
 wan
 ts u
 s to
 have
 .
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 Read
 Like
 a Re
 ader
 , Rea
 d Lik
 e a W
 riter
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 READ
 ER
 Ques
 tion
 : Wha
 t kin
 d of
 trou
 ble
 is Ed
 die
 goin
 g to
 get i
 n no
 w? W
 hy is
 som
 e ne
 ighb
 or o
 fferin
 g to
 thro
 w a
 birt
 hday
 par
 ty fo
 r Edd
 ie?
 Pred
 ict:
 Som
 ethi
 ng’s
 goi
 ng to
 hap
 pen
 at th
 e pa
 rty
 that
 get
 s Ed
 die
 in tr
 oubl
 e ag
 ain.
 It’s
 goi
 ng to
 hav
 eso
 met
 hing
 to d
 o wi
 th h
 is fly
 ing.
 Infe
 r: E
 ddie
 live
 s in
 an
 uppe
 r mid
 dle
 class
 , sub
 ur-
 ban
 neig
 hbor
 hood
 whe
 re s
 tay-
 at-h
 ome
 mom
 s ha
 velo
 ts o
 f tim
 e on
 thei
 r han
 ds to
 set
 up
 impo
 rtan
 t soc
 ial
 even
 ts fo
 r the
 mse
 lves
 and
 thei
 r chi
 ldre
 n. T
 hese
 even
 ts s
 erve
 to “
 sort
 peo
 ple
 out”
 , to
 let e
 very
 one
 know
 who
 is im
 port
 ant a
 nd w
 ho is
 not
 . Edd
 ie’s
 mot
 h-er
 see
 ms
 very
 inte
 rest
 ed in
 the
 “soc
 ial”
 oppo
 rtun
 ityhe
 re. S
 he p
 roba
 bly s
 ees
 it as
 an
 oppo
 rtun
 ity to
 raise
 her s
 tand
 ing,
 and
 that
 of h
 er fa
 mily
 , in
 the
 neig
 hbor
 -ho
 od. S
 he’s
 obvio
 usly
 attra
 cted
 to th
 e Jo
 hnso
 n’s
 be-
 caus
 e of
 thei
 r pos
 ition
 in th
 e co
 mm
 unity
 . I th
 ink
 she’
 sm
 ore
 inte
 rest
 ed in
 soc
 ial s
 tand
 ing
 than
 she
 is in
 be-
 ing
 a go
 od m
 om. A
 fter a
 ll, wh
 y isn
 ’t sh
 e th
 rowi
 ng th
 epa
 rty f
 or E
 ddie’
 s bi
 rthd
 ay?
 Conn
 ect:
 I di
 dn’t
 grow
 up
 in a
 nei
 ghbo
 rhoo
 d lik
 eth
 is bu
 t I kn
 ow p
 eopl
 e wh
 o di
 d. T
 houg
 h I n
 ever
 exp
 e-rie
 nced
 any
 thin
 g lik
 e th
 is di
 rect
 ly, I
 alway
 s fe
 lt th
 at it
 exist
 ed. S
 omet
 imes
 frie
 nds
 woul
 d te
 ll me
 stor
 ies
 that
 sort
 of s
 ound
 ed lik
 e th
 is pa
 rty.
 Feel
 : With
 eac
 h pa
 ssin
 g pa
 ragr
 aph,
 I fe
 el a
 little
 wors
 e fo
 r Edd
 ie. N
 ot o
 nly
 is he
 diff
 eren
 t tha
 n ot
 her
 kids,
 I fee
 l like
 he’
 s gr
 owin
 g up
 in a
 fam
 ily a
 nd in
 aco
 mm
 unity
 whe
 re c
 onfo
 rmity
 is h
 ighl
 y va
 lued
 and
 dif-
 fere
 nces
 are
 sou
 ndly
 reje
 cted
 .
 Eval
 uate
 : The
 sto
 ry is
 get
 ting
 bette
 r and
 bet
 ter.
 The
 auth
 or is
 lead
 ing
 us to
 up
 to s
 ome
 kind
 of tr
 ou-
 bles
 ome
 even
 t and
 I ca
 n’t w
 ait t
 o fin
 d ou
 t wha
 t it i
 s.
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 WRI
 TER
 Idea
 s: In
 trodu
 cing
 the
 idea
 of E
 ddie
 ’s m
 om a
 s a
 stat
 us-c
 onsc
 ious
 socia
 l-clim
 bing
 subu
 rban
 hou
 sewi
 feis
 a gr
 eat “
 back
 sto
 ry”
 deta
 il tha
 t give
 s Ed
 die’
 s sit
 u-at
 ion
 a ric
 h co
 ntex
 t. He
 ’s c
 erta
 inly
 on h
 is ow
 n he
 re,
 not e
 ven
 his
 mot
 her i
 s lo
 okin
 g ou
 t for
 his
 inte
 rest
 s.
 Orga
 niza
 tion
 : As
 with
 the
 prev
 ious
 par
 agra
 ph, t
 heau
 thor
 use
 s a
 simpl
 e tw
 o wo
 rd tr
 ansit
 iona
 l phr
 ase
 (“An
 d th
 en,”
 ) to
 get u
 s in
 to th
 e ne
 xt s
 ectio
 n. T
 heen
 ding
 of t
 his p
 arag
 raph
 sets
 us u
 p pe
 rfect
 ly fo
 r the
 next
 . All o
 f a s
 udde
 n, th
 e st
 ory
 isn’t
 abou
 t Edd
 iean
 ymor
 e, it
 ’s a
 bout
 his
 mot
 her.
 Voic
 e: T
 he to
 ne s
 eem
 s to
 hav
 e ch
 ange
 d he
 re ju
 st a
 bit.
 In th
 e pr
 evio
 us p
 arag
 raph
 , I fe
 lt lik
 e Ed
 die’
 s fly
 -in
 g wa
 s a
 harm
 less
 , tho
 ugh
 frust
 ratin
 g, th
 ing
 for h
 ispa
 rent
 s. N
 ow I
 have
 the
 feel
 ing
 that
 it’s
 goi
 ng to
 be
 a hu
 ge d
 eal f
 or h
 is m
 om a
 nd a
 hug
 e pr
 oble
 m fo
 rhi
 m.
 Wor
 d Ch
 oice
 : I lo
 ve th
 e ph
 rase
 “a
 little
 birt
 hday
 bash
 .” I
 can
 just
 see
 two
 wom
 en g
 iggl
 ing
 over
 the
 idea
 as
 they
 pla
 n it
 out.
 Sent
 ence
 Flu
 ency
 : Aga
 in, e
 ach
 sent
 ence
 flow
 ssm
 ooth
 ly. S
 ente
 nce
 leng
 ths
 are
 varie
 d al
 thou
 gh it
 ’sbe
 com
 ing
 clear
 that
 , at l
 east
 at t
 his
 poin
 t in
 the
 sto-
 ry, t
 he a
 utho
 r fav
 ors
 long
 er s
 ente
 nces
 .
 Conv
 enti
 ons:
 Nice
 use
 of a
 col
 on in
 the
 sent
 ence
 that
 beg
 ins
 “Edd
 ie’s
 mot
 her w
 as s
 ecre
 tly p
 leas
 ed...
 .”Th
 is br
 eaks
 a p
 oten
 tially
 long
 sen
 tenc
 e in
 to tw
 o,sh
 orte
 r par
 ts th
 at a
 re e
 asy
 to re
 ad a
 nd u
 nder
 stan
 d.Co
 rrec
 t pla
 cem
 ent o
 f the
 apo
 stro
 phe
 in “J
 ohns
 ons’
 ”af
 ter t
 he “
 s”. I
 ofte
 n ge
 t tha
 t wro
 ng.
 And
 then
 , sho
 rtly b
 efor
 e his
 fifth
 birt
 hday
 , Edd
 ie’s
 mot
 her r
 ecei
 ved
 a ph
 one
 call
 from
 her
 nei
 ghbo
 r thr
 ee h
 ouse
 s dow
 n. M
 rs. J
 ohns
 on w
 as o
 fferin
 g to
 thro
 wa
 little
 birt
 hday
 bas
 h fo
 r Edd
 ie’s
 fifth
 with
 som
 e of t
 he n
 eigh
 borh
 ood
 kids
 . Ed-
 die’s
 mot
 her e
 ager
 ly a
 ccep
 ted,
 and
 the t
 wo a
 gree
 d ho
 w wo
 nder
 ful i
 t wou
 ld b
 efo
 r Edd
 ie a
 nd th
 e Joh
 nson
 s’ fiv
 e-ye
 ar-o
 ld, A
 lex,
 to m
 ake f
 riend
 s. Ed
 die’s
 mot
 her
 was s
 ecre
 tly p
 leas
 ed a
 t the
 invi
 tatio
 n fo
 r ano
 ther
 reas
 on: M
 r. Jo
 hnso
 n wa
 s on
 the c
 omm
 unity
 coun
 cil,
 and
 the J
 ohns
 ons l
 ived
 in th
 e big
 gest,
 nic
 est h
 ouse
 inth
 e cul
 -de-
 sac.
 This
 mig
 ht b
 e a g
 reat
 soci
 al o
 ppor
 tuni
 ty fo
 r the
 par
 ents
 as w
 ell
 as th
 e chi
 ldre
 n.
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 Read
 Like
 a Re
 ader
 , Rea
 d Lik
 e a W
 riter
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 READ
 ER
 Ques
 tion
 : Can
 Edd
 ie re
 ally
 fly?
 I kee
 p as
 king
 mys
 elf
 if Ed
 die
 is lit
 eral
 ly fly
 ing
 or if
 the
 auth
 or is
 sor
 t of
 play
 ing
 with
 the
 idea
 a lit
 tle b
 it. I
 don’
 t kno
 w wh
 y I
 get t
 his
 feel
 ing.
 May
 be it
 has
 som
 ethi
 ng to
 do
 with
 the
 way a
 dults
 ofte
 n ex
 agge
 rate
 the
 beha
 viors
 of l
 ittle
 kids.
 Or p
 ossib
 ly it
 has
 som
 ethi
 ng to
 do
 with
 the
 real
 -ist
 ic se
 tting
 of t
 he s
 tory
 and
 the
 fact
 that
 Edd
 ie’s
 pare
 nts
 reac
 t so
 non-
 chal
 antly
 abo
 ut h
 is ab
 ility.
 If he
 isn’t
 real
 ly fly
 ing,
 then
 wha
 t is
 he d
 oing
 ? So
 me
 little
 kids
 are
 very
 qui
 ck a
 nd th
 ey lik
 e to
 jum
 p. M
 aybe
 that
 ’s wh
 at h
 is “f
 lying
 ” is
 like.
 Pred
 ict:
 Edd
 ie’s
 mom
 is g
 oing
 to tu
 rn a
 gain
 st h
 imbe
 caus
 e he
 just
 em
 barr
 asse
 d he
 r soc
 ially
 . She
 ’s g
 o-in
 g to
 pun
 ish E
 ddie
 and
 he’
 s go
 ing
 to fe
 el re
 ally
 bad
 abou
 t wha
 t he
 did
 even
 thou
 gh h
 e wa
 s ju
 st tr
 ying
 topr
 otec
 t him
 self.
 Infe
 r: E
 ddie
 ’s m
 othe
 r is
 very
 sel
 f-cen
 tere
 d. S
 hepa
 ys n
 o at
 tent
 ion
 to E
 ddie
 . She
 doe
 sn’t
 even
 not
 icewh
 en h
 e be
 gins
 hav
 ing
 troub
 le w
 ith A
 lex. A
 lso, a
 fter
 the
 incid
 ent,
 she
 igno
 res
 him
 whe
 n he
 trie
 s to
 tell
 her w
 hat h
 appe
 ned.
 Conn
 ect:
 I th
 ink
 anyo
 ne w
 ho h
 as e
 ver b
 een
 wron
 gly
 blam
 ed a
 nd th
 en ig
 nore
 d wh
 en tr
 ying
 to m
 ake
 an e
 x-pl
 anat
 ion
 coul
 d re
 late
 with
 this.
 Feel
 : I’m
 pas
 t fee
 ling
 sorr
 y fo
 r Edd
 ie. N
 ow I’
 m g
 et-
 ting
 mad
 . I d
 on’t
 like
 the
 way
 he is
 trea
 ted
 by th
 ead
 ults
 or t
 he o
 ther
 kid
 s.
 Eval
 uate
 : Thi
 s is
 anot
 her v
 ery
 succ
 essf
 ul s
 cene
 . I’m
 impr
 esse
 d by
 the
 auth
 or’s
 abi
 lity
 to p
 rovid
 e su
 chcle
 ar e
 xam
 ples
 a s
 ingl
 e pa
 ragr
 aph
 at a
 tim
 e. H
 e ob
 -vio
 usly
 know
 s hi
 s ch
 arac
 ters
 wel
 l and
 has
 a s
 olid
 gras
 p of
 wha
 t he
 want
 s to
 say
 .
 On th
 e big
 day
 , Mrs
 . Joh
 nson
 met
 Edd
 ie a
 nd h
 is m
 othe
 r at t
 he Jo
 hnso
 ns’
 front
 doo
 r and
 show
 ed th
 em to
 the b
 ack
 yard
 afte
 r a b
 rief t
 our o
 f the
 hou
 se.
 Eddi
 e and
 Ale
 x, a
 fter s
 ome p
 relim
 inar
 y shy
 ness
 , got
 dow
 n to
 the s
 erio
 us b
 usi-
 ness
 of p
 layi
 ng w
 ith a
 set o
 f toy
 truc
 ks, a
 nd ev
 entu
 ally
 seve
 n ot
 her y
 oung
 sters
 arriv
 ed, e
 scor
 ted
 by va
 rious
 par
 ents
 and
 baby
 sitte
 rs. E
 ddie
 was
 trea
 ted
 to a
 larg
 e ass
 ortm
 ent o
 f pre
 sent
 s and
 Mrs
 . Joh
 nson
 ’s ca
 ke p
 rove
 d po
 pula
 r with
 bot
 hch
 ildre
 n an
 d ad
 ults.
 Soo
 n th
 e bed
 lam
 of c
 hild
 ren
 who
 have
 eate
 n to
 o m
 uch
 suga
 r rei
 gned
 , so
 nobo
 dy n
 otic
 ed th
 at E
 ddie
 and
 Ale
 x we
 re h
 avin
 g a
 disa
 gree
 -m
 ent o
 ver p
 osse
 ssio
 n of
 one
 of t
 he to
 y tru
 cks.
 Alex
 , who
 was
 larg
 e for
 his
 age,
 was k
 eepi
 ng a
 par
 ticul
 arly
 des
 irabl
 e blu
 e gar
 bage
 truc
 k ou
 t of E
 ddie
 ’s re
 ach.
 Eddi
 e’s cr
 ies o
 f “M
 ine,
 min
 e!”
 went
 unn
 otic
 ed b
 y his
 mot
 her,
 who
 was s
 tand
 -in
 g wi
 th h
 er b
 ack
 to th
 e yar
 d ne
 ar th
 e hou
 se w
 ith M
 rs. J
 ohns
 on, l
 isten
 ing
 sym
 -pa
 thet
 ical
 ly to
 the t
 rials
 of th
 e life
 of a
 com
 mun
 ity co
 unci
 l-mem
 ber’s
 wife
 .Al
 ex, g
 rowi
 ng im
 patie
 nt w
 ith E
 ddie
 ’s di
 sput
 atio
 n of
 the t
 ruck
 ’s ow
 ners
 hip,
 be-
 gan
 hitti
 ng E
 ddie
 with
 a ch
 ubby
 , hal
 f-clo
 sed
 fist,
 hold
 ing
 the b
 lue g
 arba
 getru
 ck ju
 st ou
 t of E
 ddie
 ’s re
 ach
 with
 the o
 ther
 arm
 . Alth
 ough
 this,
 too,
 esca
 ped
 the a
 ttent
 ion
 of E
 ddie
 ’s m
 othe
 r, sh
 e was
 insta
 ntly
 awa
 re se
 cond
 s lat
 er th
 at a
 llof
 the c
 hild
 ren
 and
 adul
 ts in
 the b
 acky
 ard
 had
 simul
 tane
 ously
 falle
 n co
 m-
 plet
 ely s
 ilent
 . Eve
 n be
 fore
 she t
 urne
 d ar
 ound
 , Mrs
 . Joh
 nson
 ’s ga
 ping
 star
 e tol
 dhe
 r wha
 t she
 wou
 ld se
 e. Th
 ere,
 in th
 e mid
 dle o
 f the
 yard
 , Edd
 ie fl
 oate
 d, s
 ever
 alfe
 et a
 bove
 Ale
 x, o
 ut o
 f the
 reac
 h of
 the c
 hubb
 y fist
 . Ale
 x sta
 red
 up in
 such
 shoc
 k th
 at h
 e dro
 pped
 the b
 lue g
 arba
 ge tr
 uck,
 ever
 ybod
 y else
 in th
 e yar
 d wa
 ssp
 eech
 less
 . Edd
 ie ca
 ught
 his
 mot
 her’s
 eye,
 and
 one l
 ook
 at th
 e exp
 ress
 ion
 onhe
 r fac
 e tol
 d hi
 m a
 ll he
 nee
 ded
 to k
 now;
 he i
 mm
 edia
 tely
 dro
 pped
 out
 of t
 he a
 irin
 to a
 hea
 p on
 the g
 roun
 d.
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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 READ
 LIK
 E A
 WRI
 TER
 Idea
 s: T
 he a
 utho
 r con
 tinue
 s wi
 th th
 e ba
 sic th
 eme
 of E
 ddie
 ’s fl
 ying
 getti
 ng h
 im in
 trou
 ble.
 Thi
 s is
 the
 first
 tim
 e, h
 owev
 er, t
 hat s
 uch
 an in
 ciden
 t has
 occ
 urre
 dwi
 th a
 noth
 er ch
 ild. A
 nd, p
 redi
 ctab
 ly, it
 ’s th
 e wo
 rst
 thin
 g th
 at’s
 hap
 pene
 d to
 Edd
 ie so
 far.
 Orga
 niza
 tion
 : Onc
 e ag
 ain,
 the
 write
 r int
 rodu
 ces
 the
 para
 grap
 h wi
 th a
 brie
 f tra
 nsiti
 onal
 phr
 ase
 (“On
 the
 big
 day,”
 ). Si
 nce
 he’s
 don
 e th
 is in
 eve
 ry p
 ara-
 grap
 h so
 far,
 I’m s
 urpr
 ised
 that
 it’s
 not
 get
 ting
 mo-
 noto
 nous
 . But
 it’s
 not
 . As
 in e
 ach
 of th
 e pr
 evio
 uspa
 ragr
 aphs
 , thi
 s on
 e ha
 s a
 clear
 and
 effe
 ctive
 pro
 -gr
 essio
 n of
 idea
 s. It’
 s lik
 e a
 “min
 i-sto
 ry”
 unto
 itse
 lf.
 Voic
 e: S
 omet
 hing
 abo
 ut th
 e to
 ne h
 ere
 is no
 t qui
 terig
 ht to
 my
 ear.
 The
 lang
 uage
 see
 ms
 a bi
 t for
 ced,
 not
 as n
 atur
 al a
 s in
 pre
 vious
 par
 agra
 phs.
 Wor
 d Ch
 oice
 : Som
 e of
 the
 word
 s an
 d ph
 rase
 s in
 this
 para
 grap
 h do
 n’t w
 ork
 for m
 e. “
 Gapi
 ng s
 tare
 ”do
 esn’
 t see
 m q
 uite
 righ
 t, th
 ough
 I th
 ink
 I kno
 w wh
 atth
 e au
 thor
 mea
 ns. A
 nd, “
 Eddi
 e’s d
 isput
 atio
 n of
 the
 truck
 ’s o
 wner
 ship
 ” se
 ems
 awkw
 ard
 and
 over
 done
 as
 does
 “So
 on th
 e be
 dlam
 of c
 hild
 ren
 who
 have
 eat
 ento
 o m
 uch
 suga
 r rei
 gned
 ”. O
 n th
 e pl
 us s
 ide,
 I lik
 e“c
 hubb
 y, ha
 lf-clo
 sed
 fist”
 a lo
 t. It
 desc
 ribes
 per
 fect
 lyho
 w 5-
 year
 -old
 s try
 to h
 it ea
 ch o
 ther
 .
 Sent
 ence
 Flu
 ency
 : I lo
 ve th
 e wa
 y th
 e au
 thor
 slo
 wsdo
 wn th
 e rh
 ythm
 with
 all
 the
 com
 mas
 in th
 e se
 nten
 cewh
 ere
 ever
 yone
 not
 ices
 Eddi
 e fly
 ing:
 “Th
 ere,
 in th
 em
 iddl
 e of
 the
 yard
 , Edd
 ie fl
 oate
 d, s
 ever
 al fe
 et a
 bove
 Alex
 , out
 of t
 he re
 ach
 of th
 e ch
 ubby
 fist
 .” I
 love
 the
 way b
 reak
 ing
 up th
 is se
 nten
 ce in
 crea
 ses t
 he su
 spen
 sean
 d fo
 rces
 us t
 o pa
 y mor
 e at
 tent
 ion
 as w
 e re
 ad.
 Conv
 enti
 ons:
 The
 re a
 re o
 ver 3
 00 w
 ords
 in th
 ispa
 ragr
 aph
 and
 man
 y lo
 ng s
 ente
 nces
 . And
 yet,
 itwo
 rks!
 In th
 e ph
 rase
 s “c
 omm
 unity
 coun
 cil-m
 embe
 r’swi
 fe”
 and
 “chu
 bby
 half-
 close
 d fis
 t” th
 e wr
 iter u
 ses
 hyph
 ens
 effe
 ctive
 ly to
 cre
 ate
 com
 poun
 d ad
 ject
 ives.
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 Read
 Like
 a Re
 ader
 , Rea
 d Lik
 e a W
 riter
 “Jus
 t wha
 t are
 you
 tryin
 g to
 pro
 ve?”
 sput
 tere
 d M
 rs. J
 ohns
 on. “
 I don
 ’t kn
 owwh
 at k
 ind
 of st
 upid
 tric
 k th
 is is,
 but
 you
 just
 scar
 ed th
 e bej
 eezu
 s out
 of a
 ll th
 ech
 ildre
 n. S
 omeo
 ne co
 uld
 have
 got
 ten
 hurt.
 Out
 , now
 ! I w
 ant y
 ou o
 ut o
 f my
 yard
 , and
 don
 ’t ev
 er c
 ome
 back
 !”Ed
 die’s
 mot
 her g
 rabb
 ed h
 im b
 y the
 han
 d an
 d be
 gan
 drag
 ging
 him
 awa
 y.Ed
 die’s
 des
 pera
 te a
 ttem
 pts a
 t exp
 lana
 tion
 disp
 lace
 d hi
 s tea
 rs. “
 Mom
 my,
 he w
 ashi
 tting
 me..
 .. He
 ’s bi
 gger
 than
 I am
 ....”
 But
 his
 plea
 ding
 was
 swal
 lowe
 d by
 his
 mot
 her’s
 mor
 tifie
 d sil
 ence
 . As t
 hey r
 each
 ed th
 e sid
 ewal
 k th
 ey co
 uld
 hear
 the
 agita
 ted
 mut
 terin
 gs o
 f the
 gro
 up o
 n th
 e law
 n be
 hind
 them
 : chi
 ldre
 n be
 ginn
 ing
 to cr
 y, pa
 rent
 s try
 ing
 to re
 assu
 re th
 em th
 at it
 was
 just
 a tri
 ck, t
 hat i
 t was
 n’t
 real
 . Ale
 x’s v
 oice
 reac
 hed
 them
 just
 as th
 ey tu
 rned
 on
 to th
 e sid
 ewal
 k to
 go
 back
 to th
 eir o
 wn h
 ouse
 : “W
 eird
 o!”
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 READ
 ER
 Ques
 tion
 :
 Pred
 ict:
 Infe
 r:
 Conn
 ect:
 Feel
 :
 Eval
 uate
 :
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 WRI
 TER
 Idea
 s:
 Orga
 niza
 tion
 :
 Voic
 e:
 Wor
 d Ch
 oice
 :
 Sent
 ence
 Flu
 ency
 :
 Conv
 enti
 ons:
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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 Read
 Like
 a Re
 ader
 , Rea
 d Lik
 e a W
 riter
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 READ
 ER
 Ques
 tion
 :
 Pred
 ict:
 Infe
 r:
 Conn
 ect:
 Feel
 :
 Eval
 uate
 :
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 WRI
 TER
 Idea
 s:
 Orga
 niza
 tion
 :
 Voic
 e:
 Wor
 d Ch
 oice
 :
 Sent
 ence
 Flu
 ency
 :
 Conv
 enti
 ons:
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 WRI
 TER
 Idea
 s:
 Orga
 niza
 tion
 :
 Voic
 e:
 Wor
 d Ch
 oice
 :
 Sent
 ence
 Flu
 ency
 :
 Conv
 enti
 ons:
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
 That
 even
 ing
 Eddi
 e lay
 in b
 ed, m
 isera
 ble.
 He tr
 ied
 snug
 glin
 g in
 to h
 issh
 eets;
 he t
 ried
 levi
 tatin
 g a
 few
 inch
 es a
 bove
 the m
 attre
 ss, w
 hich
 unt
 il to
 day
 had
 alwa
 ys co
 mfo
 rted
 him
 whe
 n he
 was
 tryi
 ng to
 get
 to sl
 eep.
 He f
 elt e
 mba
 r-ra
 ssed
 , ash
 amed
 that
 he h
 ad h
 urt h
 is m
 othe
 r. He
 felt
 expo
 sed
 in a
 way
 that
 was
 new
 to h
 im. A
 nd so
 Edd
 ie m
 ade a
 pro
 mise
 to h
 imse
 lf wi
 th th
 e int
 ensit
 y of a
 child
 ’s co
 nfus
 ed p
 ain:
 he w
 ould
 nev
 er a
 gain
 allo
 w an
 yone
 to se
 e him
 fly.
 For t
 he fi
 rst w
 eek
 or so
 afte
 r the
 par
 ty E
 ddie
 stuc
 k to
 his
 prom
 ise. H
 e con
 -tin
 ued
 to a
 mus
 e him
 self
 with
 an
 occa
 siona
 l loo
 p ju
 st un
 der t
 he d
 inin
 g ro
 omce
 iling
 , but
 nev
 er w
 hen
 his p
 aren
 ts or
 any
 one e
 lse w
 as p
 rese
 nt. A
 fter a
 coup
 leof
 wee
 ks h
 is pr
 omise
 fade
 d fro
 m a
 dai
 ly m
 antra
 to a
 vagu
 er in
 tent
 ion,
 but
 the
 habi
 t stu
 ck o
 f nev
 er le
 tting
 any
 one s
 ee h
 im fl
 y. Hi
 s par
 ents
 notic
 ed, o
 f cou
 rse.
 “I h
 ope n
 othi
 ng’s
 wron
 g,”
 said
 his
 mot
 her.
 “I ju
 st wa
 nt h
 im to
 be n
 orm
 al a
 ndha
 ppy l
 ike o
 ther
 child
 ren.
 ” “I
 t was
 just
 a ph
 ase,”
 said
 his
 fath
 er. “
 I fig
 ured
 he’d
 gro
 w ou
 t of i
 t.” A
 nd E
 ddie
 did
 seem
 hap
 py, w
 hich
 took
 som
 e of t
 he st
 ing
 out o
 f the
 fact
 that
 Edd
 ie’s
 mot
 her n
 ever
 was
 invi
 ted
 back
 to M
 rs. J
 ohns
 on’s
 hous
 e.
 * *
 *
 *
 *
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 Read
 Like
 a Re
 ader
 , Rea
 d Lik
 e a W
 riter
 Eddi
 e slo
 wly
 shuf
 fled
 out o
 f the
 scho
 ol b
 uild
 ing
 carr
 ying
 his
 book
 bag
 .On
 ly th
 ree d
 ays i
 nto
 nint
 h gr
 ade a
 nd a
 lread
 y it w
 as a
 dra
 g —
 bor
 ing
 clas
 ses,
 no n
 ew fr
 iend
 s, to
 o m
 uch
 hom
 ewor
 k. H
 e wal
 ked
 down
 the s
 idew
 alk,
 lost
 in d
 e-pr
 essin
 g th
 ough
 ts ab
 out s
 choo
 l, un
 til h
 e bec
 ame a
 ware
 , sec
 onds
 too
 late
 , of
 the f
 ootst
 eps o
 f thr
 ee b
 oys r
 unni
 ng u
 p be
 hind
 him
 . He f
 elt t
 he fi
 rst b
 low
 on h
 isba
 ck, c
 ausin
 g hi
 m to
 stum
 ble a
 nd d
 rop
 his b
 ag, w
 hich
 was
 pro
 mpt
 ly k
 icke
 din
 to th
 e bus
 hes b
 y ano
 ther
 of t
 he th
 ree.
 Book
 s and
 pap
 ers f
 lew
 ever
 ywhe
 re. A
 she
 turn
 ed to
 face
 his
 atta
 cker
 s a fi
 st sla
 mm
 ed in
 to h
 is sto
 mac
 h, k
 nock
 ing
 the
 wind
 out
 of h
 im a
 nd ca
 usin
 g hi
 m to
 colla
 pse o
 n th
 e gro
 und.
 He h
 eard
 laug
 h-te
 r and
 a fa
 mili
 ar vo
 ice s
 hout
 “W
 eird
 o!”
 abov
 e him
 . The
 thre
 e boy
 s ran
 off,
 one
 of th
 em sa
 ying
 , “Go
 od o
 ne, J
 ohns
 on!”
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 READ
 ER
 Ques
 tion
 :
 Pred
 ict:
 Infe
 r:
 Conn
 ect:
 Feel
 :
 Eval
 uate
 :
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 WRI
 TER
 Idea
 s:
 Orga
 niza
 tion
 :
 Voic
 e:
 Wor
 d Ch
 oice
 :
 Sent
 ence
 Flu
 ency
 :
 Conv
 enti
 ons:
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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 Read
 Like
 a Re
 ader
 , Rea
 d Lik
 e a W
 riter
 Eddi
 e sat
 ther
 e for
 a m
 inut
 e try
 ing
 to re
 gain
 his
 brea
 th. T
 hen
 he cr
 awle
 dov
 er to
 the b
 ushe
 s on
 his h
 ands
 and
 kne
 es a
 nd h
 alf-h
 earte
 dly b
 egan
 colle
 ctin
 gth
 e spi
 lled
 cont
 ents
 of h
 is bo
 ok b
 ag. A
 s he r
 each
 ed fo
 r the
 mat
 h wo
 rksh
 eet d
 ueto
 mor
 row
 a sm
 all,
 delic
 ate h
 and
 wear
 ing
 nail
 glos
 s and
 a p
 inki
 e rin
 g gr
 abbe
 dit.
 He l
 ooke
 d up
 at t
 he o
 wner
 of t
 he h
 and.
 She
 was
 blo
 nd, w
 ith m
 ore f
 reck
 les
 than
 he’
 d ev
 er se
 en in
 his
 life.
 “Hi,
 I’m Ja
 ne. I
 ’m in
 your
 Sci
 ence
 clas
 s. He
 re, l
 emm
 e hel
 p yo
 u.”
 She
 pick
 ed u
 p th
 e rem
 aini
 ng b
 ooks
 and
 put
 them
 into
 Edd
 ie’s
 bag
 while
 he h
 eld
 itop
 en. “
 Wha
 t’s yo
 ur n
 ame?
 ”“U
 m, E
 ddie
 .”“N
 ice to
 mee
 t you
 , Edd
 ie.”
 She s
 mell
 ed g
 reat
 . “Th
 at A
 lex Jo
 hnso
 n is
 the b
 ig-
 gest
 jerk.
 I do
 n’t k
 now
 why h
 e’s so
 mea
 n. W
 ell, t
 hat’s
 all
 your
 stuf
 f. I g
 otta
 run.
 See y
 ou to
 mor
 row
 in cl
 ass.”
 As E
 ddie
 watch
 ed h
 er w
 alk
 away
 he d
 idn’
 t not
 ice h
 isac
 hing
 stom
 ach.
 And
 he d
 idn’
 t not
 ice th
 at h
 e was
 grin
 ning
 like
 an
 idio
 t.
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 READ
 ER
 Ques
 tion
 :
 Pred
 ict:
 Infe
 r:
 Conn
 ect:
 Feel
 :
 Eval
 uate
 :
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 WRI
 TER
 Idea
 s:
 Orga
 niza
 tion
 :
 Voic
 e:
 Wor
 d Ch
 oice
 :
 Sent
 ence
 Flu
 ency
 :
 Conv
 enti
 ons:
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
 READ
 LIK
 E A
 WRI
 TER
 Idea
 s:
 Orga
 niza
 tion
 :
 Voic
 e:
 Wor
 d Ch
 oice
 :
 Sent
 ence
 Flu
 ency
 :
 Conv
 enti
 ons:
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
 ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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 Read
 Like
 a Re
 ader
 , Rea
 d Lik
 e a W
 riter
 Eddi
 e sud
 denl
 y dev
 elop
 ed a
 n in
 tens
 e int
 eres
 t in
 Scie
 nce c
 lass
 . He t
 ook
 ad-
 vant
 age o
 f eve
 ry o
 ppor
 tuni
 ty to
 say a
 few
 word
 s to
 Jane
 : “He
 re, y
 ou d
 ropp
 edyo
 ur p
 en.”
 “Th
 ink
 it’ll
 rain
 dur
 ing
 gym
 clas
 s thi
 s afte
 rnoo
 n?”
 Once
 Edd
 ie a
 ndJa
 ne w
 ere l
 ab p
 artn
 ers.
 They
 fini
 shed
 the a
 ssig
 nmen
 t suc
 cess
 fully
 , alth
 ough
 Eddi
 e bur
 ned
 his t
 hum
 b on
 a B
 unse
 n bu
 rner.
 He b
 arel
 y eve
 n no
 ticed
 , he w
 asso
 ner
 vous
 . Jan
 e was
 alw
 ays p
 olite
 , but
 she n
 ever
 real
 ly g
 ot in
 volv
 ed in
 conv
 er-sa
 tion
 with
 him
 . In
 fact
 , she
 did
 n’t t
 reat
 Edd
 ie a
 ny d
 iffer
 ently
 from
 any
 of t
 heot
 her b
 oys i
 n th
 e cla
 ss. J
 ane,
 on th
 e oth
 er h
 and,
 was
 all
 that
 Edd
 ie co
 uld
 thin
 kab
 out.
 Eddi
 e wou
 ld li
 e awa
 ke in
 his
 bed
 at n
 ight
 thin
 king
 abo
 ut h
 er. H
 e wou
 ldslo
 wly l
 evita
 te o
 ff th
 e mat
 tress
 , rai
 sing
 his b
 rown
 com
 forte
 r fro
 m u
 nder
 neat
 h,lo
 okin
 g lik
 e a lo
 af o
 f bre
 ad ri
 sing
 in th
 e ove
 n.
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 Eddi
 e did
 n’t k
 now
 what
 to d
 o. O
 ne ev
 enin
 g he
 app
 roac
 hed
 his m
 othe
 r,wh
 o wa
 s sitt
 ing
 in fr
 ont o
 f the
 TV
 knitt
 ing
 som
 ethi
 ng la
 rge a
 nd b
 lue w
 ith g
 reat
 dete
 rmin
 atio
 n.“M
 om,”
 he s
 tarte
 d, “
 ther
 e’s th
 is gi
 rl in
 my S
 cien
 ce cl
 ass..
 ..”“W
 hat’s
 her
 nam
 e?”
 His m
 othe
 r kep
 t kni
 tting
 .“H
 er n
 ame’s
 Jane
 , and
 she’s
 ... w
 ell,
 I mea
 n, I
 kind
 of —
 ”“W
 hat i
 s it,
 dear
 ?” K
 nit,
 knit,
 kni
 t.“N
 ever
 min
 d, M
 om.”
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 The n
 ext e
 veni
 ng E
 ddie
 mad
 e up
 his m
 ind
 to ca
 ll Ja
 ne a
 nd a
 sk h
 er o
 ut o
 na
 date
 . He w
 aite
 d un
 til a
 fter d
 inne
 r, th
 en le
 ft hi
 s par
 ents
 in fr
 ont o
 f the
 TV
 tous
 e the
 ups
 tairs
 pho
 ne. H
 e pac
 ed fo
 r abo
 ut tw
 enty
 min
 utes
 , his
 palm
 s get
 ting
 swea
 ty. H
 e pic
 ked
 up th
 e pho
 ne, h
 eld
 it fo
 r a w
 hile
 , the
 n pu
 t it b
 ack
 down
 and
 pace
 d so
 me m
 ore.
 Fina
 lly, b
 arel
 y rea
 lizin
 g wh
 at h
 e was
 doi
 ng, h
 e pic
 ked
 upth
 e pho
 ne a
 gain
 and
 dia
 led
 Jane
 ’s nu
 mbe
 r. Sh
 e ans
 were
 d on
 the s
 econ
 d rin
 g.“H
 ello
 ?” E
 ddie
 coul
 dn’t
 mak
 e a so
 und
 com
 e out
 of h
 is m
 outh
 . “He
 llo? I
 s the
 rean
 ybod
 y the
 re?”
 Jane
 hun
 g up
 , lea
 ving
 Edd
 ie li
 steni
 ng to
 the d
 ial t
 one f
 or a
 min
 ute.
 Then
 he s
 et d
 own
 the p
 hone
 and
 wen
 t to
 bed.
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 For t
 he re
 st of
 the s
 choo
 l yea
 r Edd
 ie w
 as in
 cons
 olab
 le. H
 e no
 long
 er ev
 enha
 d th
 e cou
 rage
 to tr
 y to
 mak
 e sm
 all t
 alk
 with
 Jane
 . Whe
 n sh
 e wou
 ld m
 ake
 som
 e cas
 ual c
 omm
 ent t
 o hi
 m in
 clas
 s he w
 ould
 stam
 mer
 and
 flee
 as q
 uick
 lyas
 he c
 ould
 . It f
 elt l
 ike t
 he o
 nly s
 ocia
 l con
 tact
 he h
 ad fo
 r all
 thos
 e mon
 ths w
 asth
 e con
 tinua
 l bai
 ting
 and
 occa
 siona
 l bea
 ting
 from
 Ale
 x Jo
 hnso
 n. E
 vent
 ually
 itwa
 s spr
 ing,
 and
 then
 the l
 ast d
 ay o
 f sch
 ool.
 This
 was i
 t, Ed
 die k
 new;
 if h
 e did
 n’t
 ask
 Jane
 out
 toda
 y he w
 ould
 nev
 er m
 ake i
 t thr
 ough
 the s
 umm
 er. A
 fter t
 he la
 stcl
 ass h
 e wai
 ted
 in th
 e hal
 l nea
 r Jan
 e’s lo
 cker.
 Whe
 n he
 saw
 her w
 alki
 ng to
 her
 lock
 er h
 e ste
 pped
 towa
 rd h
 er, fo
 rcin
 g hi
 mse
 lf no
 t to
 thin
 k ab
 out a
 nyth
 ing
 ex-
 cept
 for w
 hat h
 e nee
 ded
 to sa
 y.
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 “Hi,
 Eddi
 e, it’
 s goo
 d to
 see y
 ou. H
 ow’re
 you
 doin
 g?”
 Jane
 smile
 d. It
 seem
 edlik
 e she
 was
 gen
 uine
 ly g
 lad
 to se
 e him
 . May
 be, j
 ust m
 aybe
 , she
 wou
 ld a
 gree
 toa
 date
 . Edd
 ie fe
 lt a
 surg
 e of o
 ptim
 ism. I
 n fa
 ct h
 e fel
 t alm
 ost g
 iddy
 , so
 gidd
 y tha
 the
 was
 on
 the v
 erge
 of l
 iftin
 g in
 to th
 e air
 with
 out e
 ven
 real
 izin
 g it.
 His
 heel
 swe
 re o
 ff th
 e flo
 or, l
 eavi
 ng h
 im st
 andi
 ng o
 n tip
 toe.
 If on
 ly Ja
 ne k
 new
 how
 spe-
 cial
 he w
 as! H
 e cou
 ld sh
 ow h
 er, sh
 e wou
 ld u
 nder
 stand
 ! He f
 elt s
 o ha
 ppy t
 hat h
 eha
 dn’t
 real
 ized
 that
 som
 eone
 was
 stan
 ding
 beh
 ind
 him
 . Bam
 ! He w
 ent f
 lyin
 gin
 to th
 e loc
 kers
 face
 firs
 t, th
 en cr
 umpl
 ed to
 the f
 loor
 .“W
 eird
 o!”
 “Ale
 x! P
 ick
 on so
 meb
 ody y
 our o
 wn si
 ze!”
 Jane
 was
 wat
 chin
 g Al
 ex Jo
 hnso
 nan
 d hi
 s frie
 nds r
 un a
 way d
 own
 the h
 all.
 She t
 urne
 d ba
 ck to
 Edd
 ie, w
 ho w
 aswi
 ping
 at t
 he b
 lood
 that
 was
 star
 ting
 to ru
 n fro
 m h
 is no
 se. “
 Are y
 ou o
 kay?
 ”“Y
 eah,
 I’m
 fine
 . Hav
 e a g
 ood
 sum
 mer,
 Jane
 .” E
 ddie
 wal
 ked
 down
 the h
 all
 and
 out o
 f the
 scho
 ol b
 uild
 ing
 as fa
 st as
 he c
 ould
 .It
 was a
 long
 , mise
 rabl
 e sum
 mer
 for E
 ddie
 .
 * *
 *
 *
 *
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 The s
 enio
 r pro
 m w
 asn’
 t tur
 ning
 out
 at a
 ll lik
 e Edd
 ie h
 ad ex
 pect
 ed. H
 e had
 neve
 r rea
 lly g
 otte
 n ov
 er Ja
 ne. H
 e had
 man
 aged
 a co
 uple
 of d
 ates
 with
 oth
 ergi
 rls d
 urin
 g hi
 gh sc
 hool
 , but
 they
 nev
 er re
 ally
 am
 ount
 ed to
 any
 thin
 g —
 com
 -pa
 red
 to Ja
 ne, a
 ny o
 ther
 girl
 fell
 shor
 t. Th
 e big
 gest
 impa
 ct sh
 e had
 wou
 nd u
 pha
 ving
 on
 his l
 ife w
 as th
 at si
 nce t
 hat h
 umili
 atin
 g la
 st da
 y of n
 inth
 gra
 de h
 eha
 d ne
 ver f
 lown
 aga
 in, n
 ot ev
 en in
 priv
 ate.
 He w
 asn’
 t sur
 e if h
 e was
 even
 still
 able
 to fl
 y, an
 d he
 was
 n’t s
 ure i
 f he c
 ared
 . Ove
 r the
 year
 s he h
 ad th
 ough
 t man
 ytim
 es a
 bout
 taki
 ng Ja
 ne to
 the s
 enio
 r pro
 m, b
 ut w
 asn’
 t rea
 lly su
 rpris
 ed to
 find
 him
 self
 here
 toni
 ght,
 not w
 ith th
 e girl
 of h
 is dr
 eam
 s, bu
 t with
 a co
 uple
 of h
 isbu
 ddie
 s, M
 ax a
 nd Je
 rry.
 “Sta
 g ni
 ght!”
 they
 ’d sa
 id to
 each
 oth
 er, a
 nd la
 ughe
 d.Lo
 ser
 nigh
 t, th
 ey’d
 thou
 ght t
 o th
 emse
 lves
 , and
 sigh
 ed. S
 till,
 the n
 ight
 had
 n’t
 been
 that
 bad
 , and
 Edd
 ie h
 ad a
 rran
 ged
 for t
 hem
 to w
 ind
 up a
 t an
 afte
 r-dan
 cepa
 rty th
 at h
 e kne
 w Ja
 ne w
 ould
 be c
 omin
 g to
 . At l
 east
 he w
 ould
 get
 a ch
 ance
 tose
 e Jan
 e ton
 ight
 , eve
 n th
 ough
 he k
 new
 that
 he w
 ould
 n’t b
 e abl
 e to
 talk
 to h
 erwi
 thou
 t goi
 ng to
 pie
 ces.
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 Read
 Like
 a Re
 ader
 , Rea
 d Lik
 e a W
 riter
 Jerr
 y cam
 e bac
 k fro
 m th
 e kitc
 hen
 carr
 ying
 thre
 e can
 s of p
 op to
 the c
 orne
 rwh
 ere E
 ddie
 and
 Max
 wer
 e sta
 ndin
 g. N
 one o
 f the
 m re
 ally
 kne
 w wh
 at to
 do
 at a
 party
 , so
 they
 stoo
 d th
 ere s
 ippi
 ng a
 nd tr
 ying
 to lo
 ok n
 onch
 alan
 t, wh
 en th
 efro
 nt d
 oor o
 pene
 d an
 d M
 ax sa
 id “
 Here
 com
 e som
 e hap
 py co
 uple
 s.” E
 ddie
 saw
 Jane
 wal
 k in
 to th
 e roo
 m. S
 he w
 as w
 earin
 g a
 long
 blu
 e dre
 ss w
 hich
 bar
 ed h
 erfre
 ckle
 -cov
 ered
 arm
 s. Sh
 e had
 her
 hai
 r swe
 pt u
 p on
 top
 of h
 er h
 ead.
 For
 a m
 o-m
 ent t
 he im
 age o
 f the
 gan
 gly n
 inth
 gra
 der t
 hat E
 ddie
 had
 firs
 t fal
 len
 for
 flash
 ed in
 fron
 t of h
 is ey
 es, o
 nly t
 o be
 repl
 aced
 by t
 he si
 ght o
 f the
 bea
 utifu
 lyo
 ung
 wom
 an sh
 e had
 bec
 ome.
 Eddi
 e twi
 tche
 d wi
 th a
 spas
 m o
 f hea
 rtach
 e.
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 Read
 Like
 a Re
 ader
 , Rea
 d Lik
 e a W
 riter
 Then
 he n
 otic
 ed w
 ho Ja
 ne h
 ad w
 alke
 d in
 with
 and
 spill
 ed h
 is po
 p on
 his
 rent
 ed tu
 xedo
 . Jan
 e’s p
 rom
 dat
 e was
 Ale
 x Jo
 hnso
 n. E
 ddie
 felt
 fain
 t. Th
 e blo
 oddr
 aine
 d ou
 t of h
 is fa
 ce. M
 ax n
 otic
 ed a
 nd a
 sked
 if E
 ddie
 was
 oka
 y. It
 soun
 ded
 like M
 ax’s
 voic
 e was
 com
 ing
 from
 the b
 otto
 m o
 f a sw
 imm
 ing
 pool
 . Ale
 xJo
 hnso
 n! E
 very
 inju
 stice
 , eve
 ry d
 isapp
 oint
 men
 t, ev
 eryt
 hing
 that
 had
 ever
 gon
 ewr
 ong
 in E
 ddie
 ’s en
 tire l
 ife se
 emed
 like
 not
 hing
 com
 pare
 d to
 this.
 For
 tuna
 tely
 mor
 e and
 mor
 e peo
 ple w
 ere s
 howi
 ng u
 p at
 the p
 arty,
 so h
 e cou
 ld h
 ide i
 n th
 eco
 rner
 and
 sile
 ntly
 liste
 n to
 Max
 and
 Jerr
 y mak
 e stu
 pid
 joke
 s abo
 ut a
 rriv
 ing
 coup
 les a
 nd w
 hat t
 hey w
 ere w
 earin
 g. H
 e had
 no
 idea
 how
 muc
 h tim
 e had
 pass
 ed w
 hen
 he re
 aliz
 ed th
 at M
 ax a
 nd Je
 rry’s
 infa
 ntile
 com
 men
 tary
 had
 take
 na
 new
 turn
 . Max
 had
 ove
 rhea
 rd th
 at “
 ...so
 me o
 f the
 m a
 re g
 oing
 out
 to th
 e lak
 epa
 st th
 e Val
 ley A
 cres
 dev
 elop
 men
 t to
 build
 a b
 onfir
 e and
 stay
 up
 all n
 ight
 .”Ed
 die h
 eard
 him
 self
 say “
 Who
 ’s go
 ing?
 ”“A
 bun
 ch o
 f the
 m. G
 reg
 and
 Allis
 on, J
 erem
 y and
 Lisa
 , Ale
 x an
 d Ja
 ne —
 ”Je
 rry c
 him
 ed in
 : “Ye
 ah, t
 hey’
 re g
 onna
 hav
 e a re
 al p
 arty
 out
 ther
 e ton
 ight
 !”
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 Read
 Like
 a Re
 ader
 , Rea
 d Lik
 e a W
 riter
 Eddi
 e chu
 gged
 the r
 est o
 f his
 pop
 in o
 ne h
 uge g
 ulp.
 He l
 ooke
 d fo
 r Jan
 e in
 the c
 rowd
 , hop
 ing
 for o
 ne la
 st gl
 imps
 e of h
 er b
 efor
 e his
 life w
 as ru
 ined
 fore
 ver.
 Ther
 e the
 y wer
 e, Ja
 ne a
 nd A
 lex,
 stan
 ding
 a b
 it ap
 art f
 rom
 the r
 est o
 f the
 irfri
 ends
 . It l
 ooke
 d lik
 e the
 y wer
 e hav
 ing
 a di
 sagr
 eem
 ent.
 Jane
 kep
 t sha
 king
 her
 head
 , and
 Ale
 x wa
 s rai
 sing
 his v
 oice
 . As E
 ddie
 wat
 ched
 , Ale
 x gr
 abbe
 d Ja
 ne’s
 wrist
 , not
 very
 gen
 tly, a
 nd b
 egan
 dra
 ggin
 g he
 r in
 the d
 irect
 ion
 of th
 e fro
 ntdo
 or. A
 s Ale
 x je
 rked
 her
 into
 mot
 ion,
 Jane
 ’s ha
 ir ca
 me u
 ndon
 e and
 fell
 over
 her
 shou
 lder
 s. W
 ithou
 t thi
 nkin
 g, E
 ddie
 thre
 w do
 wn h
 is em
 pty p
 op ca
 n an
 d ru
 shed
 towa
 rds t
 hem
 . He s
 tretc
 hed
 out h
 is ar
 ms i
 n fro
 nt o
 f him
 and
 unc
 onsc
 ious
 lypr
 opel
 led
 his b
 ody b
 y fly
 ing,
 rush
 ing
 over
 the c
 arpe
 t so
 low
 that
 nob
 ody r
 eal-
 ized
 that
 he w
 asn’
 t jus
 t run
 ning
 . He s
 lam
 med
 into
 Ale
 x, w
 ho le
 t Jan
 e’s w
 rist g
 oan
 d sla
 mm
 ed in
 to th
 e wal
 l so
 hard
 that
 his
 head
 mad
 e a sm
 all i
 nden
 tatio
 n in
 the p
 laste
 r.
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 Read
 Like
 a Re
 ader
 , Rea
 d Lik
 e a W
 riter
 Ever
 yone
 in th
 e roo
 m st
 ared
 , fro
 zen
 and
 spee
 chle
 ss. A
 lex
 stood
 and
 turn
 edto
 face
 Edd
 ie, h
 is ha
 nds b
 allin
 g in
 to fi
 sts. B
 ut h
 e sta
 yed
 wher
 e he w
 as. S
 ome-
 thin
 g in
 him
 whi
 sper
 ed th
 at E
 ddie
 had
 hit
 him
 with
 mor
 e for
 ce th
 an sh
 ould
 have
 bee
 n po
 ssib
 le to
 bui
 ld u
 p by
 sim
 ply r
 unni
 ng a
 cros
 s the
 room
 . And
 som
 e-th
 ing
 abou
 t the
 surr
 ound
 ing
 crow
 d, st
 arin
 g an
 d sil
 ent,
 trigg
 ered
 a m
 emor
 y of
 a fiv
 e-ye
 ar-o
 ld b
 oy w
 ho h
 ad ju
 st dr
 oppe
 d a
 blue
 gar
 bage
 truc
 k an
 d wa
 s con
 -fro
 nted
 by t
 he im
 poss
 ible
 spec
 tacl
 e of a
 noth
 er fi
 ve-y
 ear-o
 ld b
 oy fl
 oatin
 g in
 mid
 -air
 abov
 e him
 . For
 a m
 omen
 t a b
 attle
 rage
 d in
 Ale
 x’s m
 ind:
 the c
 ocky
 teen
 ager,
 livi
 d wi
 th ra
 ge, s
 trugg
 led
 with
 the l
 ittle
 boy
 who
 se b
 ully
 ing
 had
 pro-
 voke
 d an
 impo
 ssib
 le, t
 errif
 ying
 situ
 atio
 n. T
 he li
 ttle b
 oy w
 on. A
 lex
 ran
 for t
 hefro
 nt d
 oor a
 nd b
 olte
 d ou
 tside
 . Mom
 ents
 late
 r eve
 ryon
 e in
 the h
 ouse
 hea
 rd th
 ero
 ar o
 f his
 Cam
 aro
 as h
 e spe
 d aw
 ay. E
 ddie
 bec
 ame a
 ware
 of J
 ane’s
 han
 d on
 his
 shou
 lder.
 “Oh
 , God
 ,” sh
 e sai
 d. “
 Let’s
 get
 out
 of t
 his p
 lace
 .” T
 he tw
 o of
 them
 walk
 ed o
 ut th
 e fro
 nt d
 oor t
 oget
 her.
 Nobo
 dy in
 the r
 oom
 had
 said
 a w
 ord.
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 Read
 Like
 a Re
 ader
 , Rea
 d Lik
 e a W
 riter
 Outsi
 de it
 was
 cool
 . The
 moo
 n wa
 s ful
 l and
 cast
 thei
 r sha
 dows
 in fr
 ont o
 fth
 em a
 s the
 y wal
 ked.
 Jane
 stop
 ped
 and
 turn
 ed to
 face
 Edd
 ie. “
 Than
 ks. I
 feel
 sostu
 pid.
 I do
 n’t e
 ven
 know
 wha
 t I w
 as d
 oing
 ther
 e with
 him
 . I sh
 ould
 hav
 ekn
 own
 it wo
 uld
 turn
 out
 bad
 .” S
 he p
 ut h
 er a
 rms a
 roun
 d Ed
 die a
 nd h
 ugge
 dhi
 m. H
 e put
 his
 arm
 s aro
 und
 her a
 nd h
 ugge
 d ba
 ck. H
 e sta
 rted
 to sa
 y som
 e-th
 ing,
 then
 stop
 ped.
 He s
 tarte
 d to
 mov
 e his
 face
 clos
 er to
 her
 s, th
 en st
 oppe
 d.Sh
 e loo
 ked
 up a
 t the
 moo
 n an
 d sa
 id, “
 It’s s
 uch
 a be
 autif
 ul n
 ight
 . I w
 ish th
 atwe
 coul
 d ju
 st ge
 t out
 of h
 ere.”
 Eddi
 e tig
 hten
 ed h
 is gr
 ip a
 roun
 d he
 r wai
 st. “
 May
 be w
 e can
 .” H
 is fe
 et li
 fted
 from
 the s
 idew
 alk.
 He f
 elt t
 he su
 rpris
 e in
 Jane
 ’s ar
 ms a
 s the
 y tig
 hten
 ed a
 roun
 dhi
 m. A
 nd th
 en, w
 ithou
 t wor
 d, th
 e two
 of t
 hem
 beg
 an ri
 sing
 into
 the c
 alm
 nig
 htai
 r.
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 24
 Please contact me any time!Even the best workshops and teaching materials can’t meet the needs of every teacher all the time.
 That’s why we need to stay in touch. Send me an e-mail any time you have a question.I’ll do my best to get back to you quickly with answers, additional teaching materials,
 or other resources.
 Let’s work together tomake your teachingthe best it can be.
 Please send suggestions, questions, and corrections to:[email protected]
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