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JAN PHILIPP ALFES
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EDUCATION

STUDIES ABROAD09/2013 - 07/2014 | Architecture; cole
polytechnique fdrale de Lausanne, Switzerland

STUDIESsince 10/2012 | Architecture; RWTH Aachen, Germany |
Aiming at: M. Sc.10/2008 - 09/2012 | Architecture; RWTH Aachen |
Graduation: B.Sc., Mark: 1,9 [ger]10/2007 - 09/2008 | Mechanical
Engineering; RWTH Aachen

ACADEMIC HIGH SCHOOL07/1997 - 06/2006 | Ev. Gymnasium
Siegen-Weidenau, Germany | Graduation: A-Level

EXTRA-CURRICULAR EXPERIENCE

02/2012 - 09/2013 | Voluntary trainer of a basketball- team of
children

02/2002 - 09/2007 | Honorary organizing summer camps for
children

SINCE 1995 | Playing basketball in a sports club and football in
a hobby team

WORK EXPERIENCE

INTERNSHIPSINCE 09/2014 | Atelier dArchitecture Wonka; Sion,
Switzerland

RESEARCH ASSISTANT06/2011 - 09/2013 | Working at the chair for
building history and historic preservation, RWTH Aachen, under
Prof. Jan Pieper | Working in a team, in charge of building
measurement and documentation

CIVILIAN SERVICE07/2006 - 06/2007 | Voluntary social year at the
basketball-community south-westphalia; Siegen, Germany | Working
with children [tutoring, gym-courses]

JAN PHILIPP ALFES

CONTACT | Eicher Feldstrae 10 | 57258 Freudenberg | Germany |
+41 77 429 12 34 | [email protected]

INTERESTS

SPORT | Basketball, football, snowboard, moutainbikeART |
Drawing, paintingTRAVEL | Exploring _Brasil, Finland, Greece, Ita-
ly, France, Poland, Netherlands, Switzerland; Buka- rest,
Casablanca, Brussels, Vienna

SKILLS

LANGUAGES | German _fl uent | English _advanced | French

SOFTWARE | Revit Arch. _advanced | AutoCad Arch. | TopSolid |
Illustrator | InDesign | Photoshop | Word _basic | Excel | TachyCad
| PhotoToPlan


	
STUDENT PROJECTS_

RECENT PROJECTS_

ENDLICHMONTAG

| VIEW SOUTH| VIEWS NORTH14-17

14-1516-17

THE PLANK| VIEW SOUTH| VIEW EAST| VIEW INTERIOR

8-138-9

10-1112-13

LAWN ROOF

| POSITION PLAN| GROUNDPLAN| VIEW / CROSS SECTIONS| DETAILS|
CONCEPTION VIEWS| MODEL VIEWS

42-55

4445

46-4950-52

5354

MARKET

| CONCEPTION| FLOOR SECTIONS| CROSS SECTIONS| RENDERINGS|
ISOMETRY| MODEL VIEWS

30-41

32-3334-3536-37

383940

STAR ASSEMBLY

| STARTING PIECE| GEOMETRIC DEFINITION| ASSEMBLY CONCEPT|
ATYPICAL PIECE| ASSEMBLY VIEWS

20-29

2223-25

262728


	
5LEGO | CONCEPTION

BABEL | CONCEPTION

ONOMATOPEIA | CONCEPTION

_ARTWORK

72-73

74-75

76-77

ARENA | SECTIONS| MODEL VIEWS64-6966

67-68

SILENT HOUSING

| CONCEPTION| SECTIONS| MODEL VIEWS

56-63 58-59

60-6162

72-73

74-75

76-77


	
RECENT PROJECTS


	
THE PLANK

VIEW SOUTH

8

| A house for a family with 2 children on a very steep terrain
also offering a great view. The exterior concept of building is a
plank surfi ng on the terrain while the ter-rain grabs and
surrounds it from behind. The goal was to touch and change the
terrain as little as possible. The roof is accessible via stairs
connecting it with the terrace in order to offer some more greenery
that also hides the building from the neighbour who is living
behind to not interrupt his view. Both outer stairs are following
the exist-ing terrain and therefore dont need a handrail.

| A part of the ground fl oor for daytime and another one for
the night are separated by a kink in the middle that also contains
the entry to the building. The daytime-part is turned so that its
corner is pointing directly to the south. This corner therefore is
completely glazed and together with an open ground fl oor creating
a big room which is fl ooded by sunlight while also framing the
great view.The basement supporting the upper living area is a bit
off-set to stress the character of the plank.
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THE PLANK

VIEW EAST
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THE PLANK

VIEW INTERIOR
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ENDLICHMONTAG

VIEW SOUTH| Participation in a contest conerning an addition to
an existing school complex in Grimisuat, Switzerland. The volume
extends the established building trying to give an answer to the
complicated situation on site re-garding different building styles.
It is generally orien-tated to an open space offering a football fi
eld as well as a small park with a little lake in it.
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| On its backside it encompasses an internal schoolyard and
enables the connection to the main entrance and parking. While the
space allocation plan mostly contains school-specifi c rooms there
is one multi-purpose room which is also used by the com-mune for
certain events. Therefore this space is a little bit disengaged of
the volume turning in the direction of the evening sun and also
assigned with an inde-pendent entrance.

| Wonka Architecture | 2014

ENDLICHMONTAG

VIEWS NORTH


	
1717


	
STUDENT PROJECTS
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1/2 b

1/2 b

| The rise of 3D printers, improvement of automation,and serial
production are increasingly infl uencing ar-chitecture. Buildings
are starting to be designed inalmost any parametrical shape or are
already evenabout to be printable by themselves. This project
isabout getting in touch with those mechanics.

STAR ASSEMBLY

STARTING PIECE
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| This project develops a self-interlocking standard piece that
can be assembled by a robot, building up a locked system of many
pieces. It was conceived as parametrical, defi ning the exact
geometry and the mechanical constraints and searching for an easy
way to produce it in series. The fi nal task was programmi-ng and
adjusting a robot and the space around it to assemble several
pieces.
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STAR ASSEMBLY

GEOMETRY PIECE
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STAR ASSEMBLY

ASSEMBLY CONCEPT
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STAR ASSEMBLY

ATYPICAL PIECE

1/2 A
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STAR ASSEMBLY

ASSEMBLY VIEWS


	
| EPFL Lausanne | 2014 | 12weeks | teamwork 3p.
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MARKET

CONCEPTION

| Rising online shopping platforms like Amazon and shopping
malls,growing like mushrooms, on one side. Private sellers via EBay
andfl ea markets on the other side. One concept to combine them
all...

| In Cologne, Germany, nearby the mosque and wellconnected to
infrastructure, is a building lot thatshould be used for any kind
of market, existing orinnovative.

| In the appearance of a storage hall,accessible and providing
certain func-tions of a shopping mall, integratingthe ability to
sell and buy goods by the people via the internet combinedwith the
character of a fl ea market.


	
| Abstract imagination: Sorting all the goods offe-red by Amazon
and EBay all around the building lot.Organizing them from big to
small around an openspace in the middle and providing them with the
storage type they need. Finishing by adding an in-frastructure
provision and a protective skin.

Infl uence of neighbourhood

Organisation of goods

33
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MARKET

MAIN FLOOR 1
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51

51

| The space reserved for each good is based on ananalysis of the
amounts of different products sold viaAmazon and EBay, with some
adjustments for furni-ture and jewelry, whose average sizes differ
signifi -cantly from other goods.

| The ground fl oor is left free to allow swapping of thegoods
during peak times, which is typical for online markets. Permanent
swapping is accomplished by agrid of varying size that adapts to
the growing sizeof goods in three steps (600, 900, 1200) but is
always amultiple of 300mm. Thus, the structure in general iseasily
convertible. This grid is also found in the paver of the groundfl
oor, which culminates in a little stage in the middle.
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MARKET

UPPER FLOOR1

1

BB

CC

AA

2

2

3

3

| The second fl oor basically consists of a path through the
entire hall, providing different uses depending on the good stored
underneath it. For example, opportu-nities to sit down to read a
book or fi tting rooms for trying on clothes.
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MARKET

SECTIONS


	
3737

| There is a basement that provides parking spaces, delivery
areas, and cellars for extremely high peaks of books, clothes, and
jewelry.


	
MARKET

RENDERINGS

38
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MARKET

MODEL VIEWS| For a certain number of days, the storage areas can
open their doors to fl ood the outside area enclosed by the
building, turning it into a huge open-air fl ea market.


	
| RWTH Aachen | 2013 | 12 weeks
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LAWN ROOF

POSITION PLAN| Due to changes in the education system in 2012,
theRWTH in Aachen, Germany, is experiencing a highvolume of
students, who are fl ooding German univer-sities. Therefore, there
is a need for a temporary struc-ture that provides a lecture hall
and seminar roomsduring the time of the student peak, and is
otherwiseusable or recyclable afterwards.
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LAWN ROOF

GROUNDPLAN| The Project is orientated to the sun on one side,
while also offering an entrance to the other side, where the
student apartments and the opening street are located.Afterwards,
there would be no use for the temporary lecture installations
anymore, and they can be remo-ved easily as they are built in
drywall installation. With a relatively free ground fl oor left
over, there are many possibilities to use the established space in
the future.
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LAWN ROOF

VIEW | SECTION| A big roof that can provide several
possibilities inusing the space beneath it. The top surface is used
asa huge lawn for students who live in student housingapartments
close to it or who have their lessons in the lecture installations
underneath it.
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LAWN ROOF

DIAGONAL SECTION

48


	
| The big lecture hall in the middle, following the angle of the
roof. In the back, where the ceiling is lower, are seminar rooms
and toilets.

49
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LAWN ROOF

DETAIL 1:20| To make the roof seem to be as free, as
independentand as massive as possible, the details are conceivedin
a way that all installations appear to be garaged.
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LAWN ROOF

DETAIL 1:20| Working with shadow gaps and an overhanging roof to
stress the autonomy of it.
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LAWN ROOF

DETAIL 1:5
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| Details are disappearing in the ceiling and in thefl oor to
make both surfaces as fl at as possible. Thedetails are hiding from
the view.
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LAWN ROOF

CONCEPTION| Intended (utopian) effect: Lawn on top with
sky-lights enabling natural lighting underneath and theroof
stretching over the space being totally free. (Co-lumns were added
to make it feasible.)
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LAWN ROOF

MODEL VIEWS


	
| RWTH Aachen | 2011 | 12 weeks | teamwork 6 p.
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SILENT HOUSING

CONCEPTION&

$%

$

$

$

&

&'()*

| At a building lot in Maastricht, Netherlands, there shouldbe a
house providing equally spaced living and working room for fi ve
different parties. With a river in the front, asmall inner space
park in the back, there is beauty in theview and orientation to the
backside, but also an unplea-santness in a heavilyfrequented road
in the front, full ofnoise but also providing a good connection to
the public.

| Analyzing noise emissionswith the help of
Maastrichtssgovernment.

| Creating a pufferzone to pro-tect sensitive housing parts.
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SILENT HOUSING

CONCEPTIONPRIVATE ROOMS

| sleeping| dressing

| being concerned with sth [moved away]

-/

*2 1

-

-

KITCHEN

| eating [dining with sb]

| cooking, cleaning| eating [alone, quickly]| storing

-

---

-

*2

TOILETS

| showering| cleaning| using the toilet

| bathing

--

-4

-

*2

LIVING ROOMS

| reading, writing| relaxing

| talking| watching tv, playing games

|Examining housing parts in detail and looking at daily actions
in order to separate noise-sensitive activities from noisy
activities and giving them an architectural context:

| Building up a natural barrier by fading from noisy and
noise-tolerating activities to silent and sensitive activities
within the organization of the apartments.

| NOTES TO THIS ISOMETRY:

RIGHT | being concerned with sth Moved from private rooms into
the buffer zone and containing activities like working or engaging
in a hobby.

LEFT | Two columns carrying the upper fl oor, framing the view
to the backyard while also providing an opportu-nity to sit
down.
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SILENT HOUSING

FLOORS

| Apartments in the back with quiet activities and sleeping
facing the backyard. Private and public working spaceswith
connection to the public and an all-connecting andaccessing
stairway in the front.
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SILENT HOUSING

MODEL VIEWS| The building frontier lining the road is brought
abruptly to a close by the project, appearing like a bolt, due to
its massive appearance. It is one volume extruded out of the
building lot and cut in by the accessing path. This path eats the
volume like a worm, while building up a lounge area halfway up and
ending in a music demonstration room on the top where a pianist,
one of the inhabitants, is able to give public concerts in front of
a great view over the river.


	
| RWTH Aachen | 2010 | 12 weeks
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ARENA

SECTIONS

| An underground basketball fi eld where a basketball tournament
takes place during the summer. A skewed shaft surrounded by the
accessing way, which follows the shaft like a helix to the bottom
and generates different spaces by adapting itself to daylight and
the necessary function. The ceiling always adapts itself to the
angle of the sun, letting the sun lighten the way and the room at
eve-ry time of day.

| An utopian subterranean place somewhere on earth36m under sea
level. A place where some people couldlive for at least several
days without relying on electricallight usage.


	
6767

| Functions / rooms are for example: Opportunities forthe
players of the tournament to sleep during the night (no light
needed), regenerate their bodies in the evening after the games
(evening-light needed) or toilets (indirect lightning needed).
Every time the accessing way passesthe southern side of the shaft
it builds up spaces for visi-tors turning the huge shaft into a
subterranean basketballarena.The angle of the shaft aligns with sun
in the summer, al-lowing the usage of direct sunlight on
approximately 14days in summer. Around noon the basketball fi eld
on thebottom is mostly lit up, allowing the games to take
place.


	
68

ARENA

MODEL VIEW| The idea of a path following the structure and not
just being a path but also providing different opportunities in
this small project is subtly repeated in later projects.


	
| RWTH Aachen | 2009 | 6 weeks


	
ARTWORK


	
72

LEGO

CONCEPTION| The facination of small simple bricks that are able
to form almost anything complex when used in a system. Here rough
Lego-bricks are put in a real context, rebuilding existing things
and taking a photo in a way that the border between Lego and
reality fades.

| RWTH Aachen | 2009/10
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BABEL

CONCEPTION

LMFJOTUFSFJO[FMUFJMDIFO

KFEFTGVFSEBTBOEFSF


dEJFLFSOCBIOJTUFJOHSPTTFSBVG[VHHFOBVJOEFSNJUUMFSFOBDITFEFSTUBEUe

dVOEWFSCJOEFUEJFFJO[FMOFOTUBEUWJFSUFMNJUFJOBOEFSe


d[VNBVTTUFJHFOOVU[FOTJFFJOGBDIFJOFEFSCSVFDLFOEJFTJFJOEBTHFXVFOTDIUFWJFSUFMMFJUFUe

+FVUFNPSHFOIBCFOTJFTDIPOXJFEFSFJOQBBSCFXPIOFSXFHHFTQFSSU

0BOFS[BFIMUTJDIEBTTTJFFJOF

CFTUJNNUFBLUJPOJNNFSVOEJNNFSXJFEFSBVTGVFISFO

JOEFSUBU(JOFCFVOSVIJ

HFOEFFOUXJDLMVOH

herzlich willkommen im obersten viertel der stadt, dem
pentviertel.

DAs Pentviertel ist das villenviertel der stadt.

| This project is more theoretical. It is about developing a
utopia based on the history of the Tower of Babel and to represent
it and its imaginary architecture in a comic with the help of
typical characteristics and tools. The fi nal concept uses
references to Buck-minster Fuller, Peter Cook, bionics,
geome-trical symbolism, and Rubics Magic.

| RWTH Aachen | 2012

| In this utopia, the search for height and contamination of
nature, which are both already noticeable nowadays, escalates more
and more. As cities are becoming higher, the existing buildings are
used as a founda-tion for new city fl oors, allowing to build
higher and higher and leading to clusters of cities. This
verticalization culminates in a city called Babel, which
accomplishes the transition from being attached to the ground to fl
ying in the air, as well as to free itself from nature, which is
starting to de-fend itself and become inhospitable.

| The architecture of the utopia is based on a huge sphere, fi
lled with gas that is heated up by the sun and generating lift to
carry an entire city. The city is vertically orga-nized with towers
of the supporting struc-ture connected to bionic ropes, generating
a huge double helix that allows direct sun-light to fall into the
center. Infrastructure is enabled by elastic tubes, connecting the
different parts of the city and allowing for tolerances resulting
from the natural oscilla-tions of the suspended city. The
infrastruc-ture is located in the core of the double-he-lix,
traversing the rest of the city from there.
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Also, normaler-weise hat jeder einen

Chip, bekommt ihn kurz nach der geburt eingesetzt. er bildet

unsere schnittstelle zur technik. Mit ihm kommunizieren wir
mit

unserer umgebung. Wir identifi-zieren uns ueber ihn und sind
sogar drahtlos in eine art

stadtinternes intranet eingeklikt.

Es gibt eine kleine Minderheit an Menschen,

deren biologischer Koerper den Chip von Grund auf nicht

akzeptiert. Sie muessen eine Art Prothese tragen damit sie
trotzdem mit der Stadt kommunizieren koen-

nenn. Und diese Prothese ist ein Hut. Hier befindet sich der
Chip drin,

der urspruenglich fuer das Innere des Kopfes

gedacht war.

Natuerlich funk-tioniert er nicht so gut wie echte Chips und
das

macht uns letztendlich in den Augen der Chiptraeger

zu schlechteren Men-schen.

Und was ist mit mir?

Scher dich fort, hut!

Genaugenommen hast du naemlich gar keinen mehr.

NOrmalerweise...

Guten Abend!

...

Ach, Ignorier das!

MPTLPNNFTXJSECFSFJUTIFMMEVTPMMUFTUEJDICJTEBIJOFUXBTSFHFO

FSJFSFO

'PSUVOUFOTJFITUEVEJFTUBUJPOEFSLFSOCBIOEJFTFT

WJFSUFMT'PSUUSFGGFOXJSVOTVFCFSNPSHFOJOEFSGSVFIcVNEFJOFOIVU[V

IPMFO

.BQJUFMd.(51e

| The supporting structure is creating 3-di-mensional parcels
where a certain type of [apartment-]architecture can be inserted.
One wall and the fl oor of each parcel are fi lled with very small
nano-sized pieces, which are able to instantly build up or
dismantle almost any type of furniture, based on the classifi
ca-tion of the parcel, for example kitchen or living room.| Humans
communicate with this automated architecture via a little chip
inserted in their brains and this is where the story of the co-mic
begins...
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7676

| Onomatopoeic-themed jerseys for a foot-ball team where each
jersey has a unique ap-pearance but together they are still
similar.

| EPFL Lausanne |2013/14 |teamwork 2p.

ONOMATOPEIA

CONCEPTION

76
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to be continued...
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