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Picnic Table
 By Cecilia Liu
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The clouds are drifting through the sky. I can feel the heat of the sun on my back but the
 slight breeze balances everything out. People all around me are enjoying themselves and
 just having fun. It’s one of those picture perfect summer days you only see in movies.
 I can hear dad calling my name from the picnic table we had picked out. Today is one
 of the rare days I got to spend with my parents, just the three of us doing something,
 together. They both even look happy. Everything is great today, everything is
 perfect.
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Then suddenly I’m back in the flat.
 Outside the clouds are swirling, thunder is booming, and lightning is lighting up the
 sky.
 Dad is at the office working another late shift. Mom is probably out with some of her friends. I’m alone. Now everything is
 just back to normal
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“Alex? Alex…ALEX!”
 I jump up from my napping position on top of my Manhattan Daily desk to see my best friend walking towards me.
 “Ugh, Sarah, some of us aren’t bright and shiny morning people like you.”
 “Sorry.” She says smiling. Somehow I don’t buy her “apology”.
 “The boss has something new for you.”
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“Great…what is it this time? A riveting piece on the exciting lives of Central Park pigeons?”
 “Nope. Apparently the discovery of the century has been made.”
 I doubt that.
 Really?” I ask, more as a statement than a question.
 She throws me a file. “Well according to a Mr. James Burnham it is anyways.”
 I inwardly groan as I start to flip through it.
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“Do we know what kind of discovery? Like is it a cheese in a can kind of thing or a real discovery like genetic mutation?” I have a feeling it’s the former.
 She shrugs, “I don’t know. Maybe it’ll be something worthwhile.”
 With my kind of luck I’d be better off visiting the pigeons again.”
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After an hour drive I arrive in front of a large doorway with one of those old fashioned cast iron knockers. I reach out to grab it and suddenly the door is swung open.
 “Mr. Burnham?” I start, “I’m from the Manhattan Daily…” Before I even finish my sentence he just turns around and walks into the house motioning for me to follow him.
 I follow him into the dark, dusty house. Books are piled high and newspaper articles are tacked to the walls. It doesn’t look like anyone has cleaned up around here in a while.

Page 8
						

He stops in a large room in the back of the house. There is no light except for a desk lamp in the center of the room. The desk, like the rest of the house, is a mess. There seems to be endless amount of paper piled everywhere, so much that you can’t even see the desk top.
 Suddenly he speaks up, “Do you believe in second chances?”
 “Shouldn’t we get started…?”
 “Do you believe in second chances?” He asks, this time with more force.
 “What do you mean?” I ask.
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“If you had the chance to go back in time, or rather, relive your youth. Would you?”
 I think briefly back to that dream I had this morning. Only some parts of it would I want to relive.
 “You mean like a time machine?” So the discovery of the century is a “time machine”?
 “No no no. No machines of any kind. In fact it would be just like drinking a glass of water.”
 I stare blankly at him. A glass of water? I’m sure he can tell I’m confused at this point.

Page 10
						

“Do you believe in second chances?” He asks, once again.
 “I guess so, yes.” I say cautiously.
 “Good. Yes very good.” He mutters, almost to himself.
 He turns around and walks toward the back of the room to a door I hadn’t noticed before. He opens the door and walks through leaving me. I quickly follow him through to the next room and immediately the sound of running water fills my ears.
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Like the rest of the house it is dark and a bit musty. But there, in the center of the room, is a huge fountain. Water is gushing out of the top and flowing down the sides until it reaches the bottom like a never ending stream. The fountain itself is like a perfectly chiselled sculpture. It’s not unlike a garden fountain but the sheer size of it separates it from the smaller counterpart.
 “What is this?” I ask feeling a bit foolish standing there gaping at the fountain.
 “This is your second chance.” He pauses as if for dramatic effect. “This is the Fountain of Youth. One drink from this fountain and you immediately go back in time to your youth.”
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Would a second chance be that easy? Getting to relive all my best memories from childhood and being able to correct the mistakes I’ve made in life would be amazing. But nothing in life is this easy. He can’t expect me to trust him on this. I’ve only just met him and I’ve learned there is always a catch of some sort.
 He continues, “Would it not be wonderful to relive your life making different choices. You could be wild, you could be spontaneous, you would be able to do things you never dared to try before.”
 I stand there letting this sink in. “My second chance?”
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“Everyone has something that they would like to change about their lives. Don’t you?”
 Humiliations, bad decisions, and not taking the chance when it was still there. All things I would want to change.
 “Given the chance, which you have been, would you take that chance? What would you change?”
 How could all of life’s problems be solved with a simple cup of water? Besides the Fountain of Youth is just a legend. Maybe he’s just another fake trying to get some attention in this world.
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I think back to my parents. The countless lonely nights I spent at home and the disappointment of cancelled birthday dinners and holidays.
 “Perhaps something as small as an embarrassing moment?”
 The Family Reunion of ’99. I still shudder when I think about it.
 That day I left home and never looked back.
 “Or maybe you have some bigger skeletons in your closet.”
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“Maybe instead of changing the events in your own life you would change someone else’s.”
 Is this fountain really real? I could go back in time and not only relive my life with better choices but make a difference in someone else’s as well. I could relive my youth only this time avoiding all the awkward situations.
 “Wouldn’t you like that?” He asks.
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He’s about to speak again when I cut him off. “Yes.”
 It all sounds great. What’s the worst thing that could happen? If it doesn’t work I’d only be stuck here, which I expect. “Yes.” I say again.
 “Yes?” He repeats.
 Without saying another word he walks toward the fountain. He reaches out for a glass on a nearby table and slowly fills it up. He walks back towards me and hands it to me.
 I stare at it for a few seconds before taking a long sip.
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Slowly the world starts slipping away from me.
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I see flashes from my childhood, my teenage years, and my adult life; the good, the bad, and the embarrassing experiences.
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Then suddenly everything is clear again. I smile to myself as I hear my dad calling my name from that picnic table.
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The End
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