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Matheran 120 Km From Pune 120 Km From Pune. Itwas set up by Collector of Thane - Sir Mallet in 1880. Mode of transport is by horse or walking. As no vehicles are allowed here. Hence there is no pollution. It is famous for the mini
 train that links Matheran to proper broad gauge which is a Neral. This train covers the distance of 21 Kms. The train takes you through dense forest. The real beauty of Matheran is best viewed in monsoon. It is situated 800 mts high in the ghats . The climate is cool and pleasant with a beautiful lake & many points worth a visit. It is nearest hill station from
 Bombay. Points In Matheran
 Porcupine Point:- The Sun-set point. It is about 5 kms. from main market. 'Prabalgad' fort can also be viewed from this point. Deep forest surrounds this place.
 Sharlott Lake :-- lake is 1.5 kms away from the main market. Matheran receives water from this lake.
 Panorama Point :--The 'Sun-Rise' point. Almost 5.5 kms away from the market place.
 Beside these there are many famous points in Matheran like............
 Loisa Point , Pemastar Park , Echo Point , Chowk ( One tree Point ) , Garbett Point , Eleward Point &  Navaloji Lord Garden .
 How To Reach : Local train are available from station till Neral and after Neral the small train takes you to Matheran.
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Mahabaleshwar
 Mahabaleshwar Also Known As : Queen Of All Hill StationsLocation : Situated In The Heart Of Sahyadri Hills In Satara District.Distance  : 120 kms from Pune - For Road Map Click Here
  237 kms from Mumbai Via Mahad - For Road Map Click Here305 kms from Mumbai Via Pune - For Road Map Click Here20 kms from Panchgani - For Road Map Click HerePrivate & Govt. Buses are available at regular intervals from most of the cities. Private taxis also run to and fro from Mahabaleshwar & Panchgani.
 Nearest Airport : Pune - ( Lohegaon ) ( PuneDiary.Com )Nearest Rail : Pune is the convenient railway station at 120 kms
 But Wathar is Nearest railway station.Average Climate : 160 in winter & 300 in summerBest Time to visit : September to Mid June http://www.punediary.com/Significance :  A Delightful Hill Station For People Who Love Boating And Horse Riding.The name 'Mahabaleshwar' is derived from a temple of Lord Mahadev and three Sanskrit words, "Maha" (great), "Bal" (power) and "Ishwar" (God).Mahabaleshwar, Queen of all Hill Stations, is situated at an altitude of 1,372m in the heart of Sahyadri Hills in Satara District.The jungle of Mahabaleshwar is thick & produces many commercial as well as medicinal trees & plants. The wild life is limited to foxes, jackals, & wild boars. Deers & bisons are found in the brahma aranya area. Panthers are rare. The famous bird in the urdu poetry, Bulbul is found everywhere in the plateau. The weather of Mahabaleshwar & healthy & contains an ideal of 20% oxygen which is often agumented in  foggy weather of late summers & early monsoon, when the pleateau is covered by thick mist. The water contains a meager percentage of iron which helps to increase hemoglobin in the blood. The hill station has a legendary past.  But, some say that the name 'Mahabaleshwar', which simply means very mighty God, seems to have a mythological past.PuneDiary.ComIt was discovered by the governor of Mumbai - Sir John Malcolm in 1828. And later established as a Health Resort. Earlier called Malcolm Peth. It used to be summer capital of the government. This place has become a common destination for Honeymooners, Families and all those simply looking for a change from their hectic lifestyle. Mahabaleshwar is famous for its scenic beauty and the splendid views of the valleys and the sea. Things which keep an impact on ones mind long after leaving Mahabaleshwar are its Cool Climate, Video Games and Slot Machines in the Market, Boating and Horse Riding. Mahabaleshwar is by far the best of any holiday spot in Maharashtra for climate,
 5
 http://www.punediary.com/html/pune-mumbai.html
 http://www.punediary.com/html/pune-mumbai.html
 http://www.punediary.com/html/pune-mumbai.html
 http://www.punediary.com/html/pune-mumbai.html

Page 6
						

excursions, sports and many other activities. Thats why its called "Queen of all Hill Stations"
   Some of the Popular points worth visiting in Mahabaleshwar are : Arthur's Seat
 Babbington point  Kate's point 
 Lodwick point W aterfalls Pratap Gad
   Bombay pointConnaughat   peak
 Helen's pointVenna LakeWilson pointGaolani Point
 Where To Stay ? Some Best  Hotels In Mahabaleshwar
 Arthur's Seat (1470m)
 Arthur's Point, named after Arthur Malet.It is 12 kms. away from main market. Said to be the Best of all points. There was a man named Arthur Malet who was the first to come here and build a house for himself  hence the point is named after his name. It is the only palce which shows the geographical distinction between the Konkan and the Deccan territories of Mahabaleshwar.
 Arthur's Seat is Queen of all points. Some compare the stractification of rocks on southern side to the world famous stratification of rocks of the Grand Canyon of Colarado. USA. It is facinating to see the barren deep valley Savitri on the left & shallow green valley on the right. It is more facinating to know that Arthur's seat is the only place showing geographical distinction of kokan & Desh (Deccan), two territories of Mahabaleshwar, so clear & so near. If you go by the steps you come across a spring known as Tiger's spring which is supposed to be the source of the river Savtri. Immediately below the seat is window point. You have to go deep by steps to reach the window point. Kates Point: Offers breathtaking view of krishna valley & deep waters of the dhom dam. From southern side it looks like an elephants head. There is also an echo point.
 Back To Top
 Babbington point (1294m)
 2.5 kms. from main market. Makarandgadh ,Solshi and Koyna valley  can be easily seen from this point. On the way to Babington point is the Bishop tank- live streams , which are worth visiting.This point also presents a view of
 saddle back .
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Back To Top
 Kate's Point (1289m)  Here you find the famous Echo point. It is a huge rock which stands 50 mts high. It is about 6 km away from  Venna Lake. Founder of Mahabaleshwar was sir  John Malcom he had a daughter named Kate and this point is
 named after her name. Offers breathtaking view of krishna valley & deep waters of the dhom dam. From southern side it looks like an elephants head. 
 Back To Top
  Lodwick Point (1239 m) Elephant's Head Point as it is commonly called. If viewed from a specific point one can see Pratapgad from here. General Lodwick after whose name this point is named was the first European to visit Mahabaleshwar. Long back
 it was also called as the Sydney Point. The surrounding scenery is beautiful.
   Back To Top
  Wilson Point (1435 m) Wilson Point is also commonly known as Sunrise Point. It is a vast plateau. There are three masonary round platforms to see the sunrise. You are advised to see sunrise from platform no:2. It is about 1 km away from
 Mahabaleshwar Market. When you are on this point believe it you are 4735 ft above sea level and at the highest point in Mahabaleshwar.  Other points that can be viewed from this point are Kshetra Mahabaleshwar, Connaught
 Pick Point and Elphinston Point. You can see sunset also from this point.
 Back To Top
  Bombay Point (1294 m) It is commonly known as Sunset Point. It was on the old road to Bombay hence the name. Pratapgadh is seen at the north of this point. It is one of the most popular and oldest point in Mahabaleshwar. Crowd gathers to see the
 beautiful Sunset over here. 
   Back To Top
  Connaught Peak (1385 m) 7 kms. from Mahabaleshwar market Connaught Peak is the second highest point in Mahabaleshwar. Presents
 panoramic view of a green carpet. You can see sunrise as well as sunset from this point. At its north you can see Torana, Kamalgadh and Rajgadh. To its east are Pasarani Ghat and Panchgani. Ajinkyatara is at the south. To the
 west is Pratapgadh.  Elphinston Point and Kshetra Mahabaleshwar are at north-west. It was formerly known as Mount Olympia.
   Back To Top
  Helen's Point (1280 m) This place is also known as Blue Valley. You can see a beautiful water fall at this place which is followed by River Salshi. It is 4 kms. away from main market. Other points in this area are Gavalani Point, Robbers Caves and North
 coat point.
   Back To Top
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 Venna Lake  In spite of being within Mahabaleshwar this Lake has its own identity, and is capable of drawing ones attraction
 towards it. The main attraction over here is Boating which is enjoyed by everyone. Venna lake is covers an area of about 27 acres. Water supply to Mahabaleshwar is through this Lake. Prior permission has to taken for Fishing in
 this Lake. 
 Back To Top
  Water Falls  The Venna falls, the Chinaman's fall and Dhobi's falls are the three main waterfalls. Beauty of these falls
 enhances during the rainy season.
 Lingmala Waterfalls present an enthralling sight of cascading water as it scatters from atop a steep cliff into thin silver streaks, often encircled by rainbow colors. The other water falls-chairman and Dhobi, are popular with
 picnickers. The former can be reached by the Carviali Road. Dhobi waterfall is on a bridle path connecting Petit Road with Old Mahabaleshwar Road. A boat ride on the tranquil, crystal-clear waters of Lake Venna entices one
 beyond appreciation. The cool whispers of the surroundings add to the serenity of the landscape.
   Back To Top
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Panchgani : Hill StationLocation : Situated In The Heart Of Sahyadri Hills In Satara District.Distance  : 100 kms from Pune  266 kms from Mumbai Via Mahad  20 kms from Mahabaleshwar 
 Private & Govt. Buses are available at regular intervals from most of the cities. Private taxis also run to and fro from Panchgani.
 Nearest Airport : Pune - ( Lohegaon ) ( PuneDiary.Com )Nearest Rail : Pune is the convenient railway station at 120 kms
 But Wathar is Nearest railway station at 62 kmsAverage Climate :160 in winter & 300 in summerBest Time to visit : September to Mid June
 Panchgani a quite place situated at an altitude of approx. 1335 m it is just 40 m below Mahabaleshwar. It is situated on five hills from which it derives its name as
 Panchgani. Panchgani is the native place for maximum number of schools and boarding . Best time to visit here is in August - September when the flowers like buttercup and sweet pea abound on the hill side which gives it a total flower bed
 9
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look. Grover's of casuarinas and silver oak are common sight in this scenically beautiful weekend get away.
    It is the twin sister town to Mahabaleshwar,a famous hill station. The scenic beauty
 is a treat to the eye and a total satisfying time is promised to those who have a camera eye to click away to their hearts content especially during the monsoons.
    In spite of most of the hotels and resorts been closed down for the monsoons ,there is a steady flow of tourists who come here to enjoy the rains and the natural beauty
 which is in abundance. The hoteliers too make the most of the season by offering discounted packages to attract tourists.
 Places worth a visit in Panchgani are ...Bhim Chula, Harrisons valley, Parsi Point and the famous Table Land. 
 Parsi Point : This is the most windy point in Panchagani. It is near the Dhom dam. Table Land : Table Land is one of the Largest Table land in Asia, and many films
 have been shot here. This point is the most famous point of all the points in Panchagani.
 Bhim Chula an exaggerated name for this place and Harrision valley both are breath taking points in Panchgani.
 Taxies horses & bicycles are easily available to go around in Panchagani .Nearest Places from Panchagani
 Lonavala-Khandala
 The most favorite monsoon picnic spot of Puneits and Mumbaikars. It is at a height of 620m above sea level. From Bombay Lonavala  is 128 km by railway and 92 km by road. Government Holiday homes are about 6 km. To Reach Lonavala Trains take about 2.30 hours from Mumbai and 1 hr from Pune. Local Trains from Pune take 1 hr 30 min. to reach Lonaval. There is are 2 cinema theaters. Points worth visiting here are  Bhushi Dam, Nagpani,
 Rajmachi Point, Duke's Nose, Kune Point, Khandala Dari,  Rye-wood Park, Tiger's Leap, Tungarli Lake, Valvan Dam, Yoga Institute, Ghambirnath Caves, Bhusir Lake, I.N.S. Shivaji (A Navy Tranning Center).
 Besides all these the Lonavala Chikki is the most popular sweet  over here. Here is a Little bit about places you need to know before visiting them.
 Rey Wood Park Bhushi Dam  Gambhirnath CavesTiger's Leap  Dukes Nose Khandala ValleyPavna   Lake . Tungarli Lake
 For Railway Station From Pune To Lonavala  Click Here
 For Caves And Forts Near  Lonavala  Click Here
 For Lakes And Dams Near Lonavala  Click Here
 For Some Of  The Other Points  Click HereRey Wood Park :
 10
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This park is nearest from Lonavala station about one Km away from it. Hence this is the one visited first by most visitors. It is a park with various flowering trees in it. 
 Bhushi Dam:Ideal time to visit this place is in the month of August. The Dam overflows and fun lovers hate to miss this golden opportunity. The extra water overflows from the staircase like structure. This is like a outlet for the water and this
 is the point after coming where one feels like being in Lonavala that one has heard of. 
 Gambhirnath Caves :The most adventurous place over here is Gambhirnath Caves. This place lies between Monkey Hill and Thakarwadi while going towards Mumbai. After bearing some amount of  nuisance you reach this place. Coming here includes
 climbing the narrow path on the hill. When you enter the cave you will feel the underlying suspense and darkness in this place.
 Tiger's Leap :Popularly known as Vagdari. You also find the Echo point over here. Nagphani and Tiger's Leap close to each
 other, hence often visited at a time. Dukes Nose :
 Also known as Nagphani, Duke's Nose is a place ideal for those who like adventures. Mahadevi temple has been  built recently built over here. At the end of rainy season Maharashtra's Everest "Kalsubai" is visible from here. 
 After reaching Khandala when you walk a certain distance towards khopoli water electricity centre, you can see a rock oddly penetrated into the hill, that is Duke's Nose.
 BACK TO TOPKhandala Valley :
 Popularly known as Khandal Dari or even Canian Track for some. This is the only place which is advised not to be visited in rainy season. The place is favorite of all trekkers.  This place lies in between Rajmachi Point and
 Rajmachi fort. You come across Ulhas river in this valley. Easiest way to reach the bottom is to first reach the Kune point and then walk to the bottom.
   Pavna lake : This beautiful Lake on Pavna Dam.
  Tungarli Lake:This lake is at north of S. T. Stand near Tungarli village. The hill gives a beautiful view of Rajamachi, Lohagad,
 Visapur fort and Lonavala City.
 Some Useful And Interesting Information About LonavalaRailway Stations From Pune To Lonavala And Their Postal Pin Code Numbers
 City Pin Code No. City Pin Code No.Pune 411 001 Dehu Road 412 101
 Shivajinagar 411 005 Begdewadi(Via -Talegaon ) 411 506
 Khadaki 411 003 Ghorawadi 411 506Dapodi 411 012 Talegaon 411 506
 Kasarwadi 411 012 Wadgaon 410 506
 11
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Pimpri 411 018 Kamshet 410 405Chinchwad 411 019 Malavli 410 401
 Akurdi 411 035 Lonavala 410 401
  
 Caves And Forts
 Caves And Forts Name Distance From Lonavala Railway Station
  Bedsa Caves  21 km
 Bhaja Caves 14 kmKarala Caves  12 km  Korigad Fort  20 kmLohgad Fort 14 km
 Rajmachi Fort 20 kmVisapur Fort 14 km
  
 Lakes And Dams
 Lakes And Dams Name Distance From Lonavala 
  Bushi Dam & Lake Approx 04.00 km
 Lonavala Dam & Lake Approx 02.40 km
 Pavna Dam & Lake Approx 32.00 km 
  Shirota Dam & Lake  Approx 11.00 km 
 Tungarli Dam & Lake Approx 03.00 km
 Valvan Dam & Lake Approx 03.00 km
  
 Some Of  The Other Points 
 12
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1. Rajmachi Point Or Rock Garden : It is about 6.5 km from Lonavala Railway Station.  Regular S.T. Buses run in between Rajmachi Point And Lonavala S.T. Stand.
 2. Bairamji Point : It is 8 km from Khandala Station.
 3. Reversing Point : It is near Rajamachi Point It is know for the panaromic view.
 4. Kune Point : Midway to Lonavala And Khandala On the highway. It is know for its scenic beauty.
 5.Barometer Hills : It is 24 km from Lonavala Railway Station with Tungi and koregad fort is an extensive  table and called sakur Pathar, famous for healthy climate.
 6. Ambavance Villege : It is 22 km from Lonavala.
 7. I.N.S. Shivaji : This is a basic naval camp.
 8. Kaivalydham : It is 22 km from Lonavla.
 9. Tata Duct Line : 3 km from Khandala Railway Station
 Caves:
 Karla & Bhaja Caves
        40 kms away from Pune, on the Pune-Mumbai highway are Karla and Bhaja Caves. Karla caves are 4 kms North towards from Malavli station. These caves are about 2000 years old. There is a Ekveera Devi temple on the
 hill. Ideal picnic spot for a one day return trip.
 Bhaja caves are 2 kms south from Malavali station.
        These are basically Buddhist caves with fine Sculpture. Chaityagriha can be seen in Karla. The goddess is known as Amba Mata. A certain amount is charged to enter the temple. There are total 16 caves in Bhaje.
 Railways and S.T. buses are available which take you to these caves.
 Bedsa Caves
           70 kms away from Pune Bedsa caves are one of the most old in Maharashtra. These are 15 kms to the South of Kamshet railway station. The Trio kept incomplete by Karla and Bhaja is completed by Bedsa. There is a village named Bedsa near the caves. These are at the south of Raut wadi. Though a very good place to visit is not
 13
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very often crowded. The beauty of these caves is best viewed in the mornings. 
            These caves are 1000 years old. There is a strange story told by villagers about these caves that - The details about the caves and the entire history of the caves was painted and carved on the walls of the cave. But it so happened that a Senior British Officer was to visit the caves, hence a local officer painted the entire caves and the details were lost behind the paint. The truth of this story is not yet known but still it is an interesting story to listen.
 Dam & Lakes:
 Panshet Khanapur
           12 kms away from Pune is a beach like spot which is of  military importance because of the  National Defense Academy (NDA). Khadakwasala Panshet and Varasgaon are the Dams that provide water to Pune. These have now
 turned out to be picnic spots. Sinhagad and Peacock Bay are also attractions of Khadakwasala. Boating can also be enjoyed here. 
           In 1961 when Panshet dam collapsed entire Pune city was gabbed by water. Panshet and Varasgaon dams are Popular because of  Speed Boats and Water Scooters and other Water Sports. Way to Panshet is through dark
 green woods.
 Mulshi Dam:
 Mulshi Taluka falls to the west of Pune. This area receives heavy rainfall.  It is the hilly region of Pune, with one of the biggest mountain ranges in Maharashtra  i.e. Sahyadri. Most of the area is covered with Forest. Sag, Teak, Oak, Mango, are the trees found in the forest. Rabbit, Deer, Wolf, Fox, Tiger and Leopards are the wild animals found in this areas. Peacock, Bulbul, Parrot are some of the birds found in this area. Rice is grown in this region. Rice named Kamod is grown here on a large scale. There is also a  dam in this Taluka.
 14
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Tapola
 Dam, River, Lake and deep forest together contribute to make Tapola 'The Mini Kashmir'. Tapola is about 150 kms away from Pune. River Koyana and river Solshi both meet at Tapola. If you are looking for a holiday which is really
 relaxing Tapola is the right choice. 
 The Shivsager Dam in Tapola is the biggest one in Maharashtra. Boating can be done at this spot. You can enjoy Motor Boats, Scooter riders and Speed boats at nominal charges. The view of Koyana river on right side and Solshi
 river on the left is beautiful.
 Vasota the famous forest is over here. It is dense forest and has many wild animals within it. Jaygad is also of this sort. Because of these Lakes, Dense Forests and other amazing things over here it is worth calling it The Mini
 Kashmir.
 Dams / Lakes
 Pashan LakeSituated 12 km from Pune a treat for bird watchers specially in winter
 as many birds make it their home.
 Venna LakeThe Lake is popular and has boating facilities. Prior permission has to be obtain for fishing.
 Bhatgar Dam40 kms from Pune is a beautiful place called Bhatgar. It has recently developed as a picnic spot. Bhatgar Dam is on
 the river Velvandi, it is one of the highest river dams wall in India. Bhatgar Dam is also known Lloyd Dam.Beautiful gardens with water sports have been developed in the surrounding areas. Surrounding area is also worth
 watching.How to reach :
 S.T. buses are frequent between Pune-Bhatgar. MANIKDOH DIMBHE DAM CHASAKMAAN DAM GHOD PAWANA MULASHI DAM VARASGAON BHATGHAR PANSHET KHADAKWASLA PASHAN SHISURFAD
 FORTS
 Sinhagad
 Sinhagad is the most prominant and popular fort in Pune. Sinhagad  was once known as " Kondhana " . It is 25 km away from Pune. It is on a high hill  1290 m high.
 Tanaji Malusare - Shivaji's trusted and one of the brave generals fought a battle here all alone with the Mughal army. He fell dead while fighting in this place and after
 his death Shivaji renamed this Kondana fort as "Sinhagad ". Sinhagad means fort of the Lion i.e. it was
 named so because Tanaji fought like a lion.    More Details
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It is a popular picnic spot. Special buses are available to go to this place. 
 PURANDAR FORT ( 40 KM ) :
 This is yet another fort situated at a height of 1350 m. It served as the capital of marathas of Shivaji for brief period. It now has the Academy of National Cadet Corps.
 SHIVNERI FORT ( 92 KM ) :
 This is the birth place of Shivaji. The mosque the fort is particularly noteworthy and is flanked by two minarets joined each other by graceful arch.
 More Details
 PRATAPGADH FORT:
      At a distance of 24km from Mahabaleshwar ,this fort constructed in 1656 is famous for encounter between Shivaji and Afzal Khan one of the Generals of the 
 ruler of Aurangzeb-which ended with the death of latter even he was stabbed by Shivaji's 'Tiger Claws'.
 More Details
 LOHGAD AND VISAPUR FORTS (52 KM) :
 The twin forts are a km away from each other and situated on a hill. The lohgad fort was at one time one of Shivaji's strongholds.
 A stretch of rigid separates it from Visapur Fort. The hill is ideal for hiking and trekking.
 More Details
 Other FortsSONORIGAD 36 KM
 TORANA 50 KMRAJGAD 85 KMRAIGAD 140 KM
 PRATAPGAD 142 KM
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Forts:
 Sinhagad
   Sweet curd, Buttermilk, Kanda bhaji, Pithle-Bhakari  and Chicken are things which drag many tourists here. Sinhagad is the most prominent and popular fort in Pune. Sinhagad  was once known as " Kondhana " . It is 25 km away from Pune. It is on a high hill  1290 m high.                                                          
 Tanaji Malusare - Shivaji's trusted and one of the brave generals fought a battle here all alone with the Mughal army. He fell dead while fighting in this place. On hearing of his death Shivaji  said, "we won the fort but we lost the lion" ( "Gad Ala Pan Sinha Gela" ),  and so after his death Shivaji renamed this Kondana fort as "Sinhagad ". Sinhagad means fort of the Lion i.e. it was named so because Tanaji fought like a lion. It is a popular picnic spot. Panshet, Varasgaon and Khadakwasla dams and Torna fort can be seen from here. Plenty of  buses are available to go to this place. Sinhagad can be viewed from any part of the city - this is because of the Doordarshan Tower which has been erected on it. To reach Sinhagad one goes via the Khadakvasla dam.  There is a village called Kalyan. So from the Kalyan entrance or after crossing from the Katraj tunnel then climbing a few hills and then after walking  13 kms when you reach Sinhagad it gives you a tracking experience. Besides these there are bungalows of Lokmanya Tilak and G.D. Madgulkar. There is a tank called the Dev Taki in which you get sweet water to drink. 
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Rajmachi
            55 kms from Pune is Rajmachi. It is just 20 kms from Lonavala. An easy trek through the Tungarli lake takes you to Rajmachi. The way is too far but still interesting. You come across forest, waterfalls and Tungarli Lake on the way. Rajmachi of comprises two peaks viz Shrivardhan and Manaranjan.
            3250 feet high Shrivardhan is called the Bale Killa of Rajmachi.  It was built to keep a close watch on Konkan. Manaranjan is 2700 feet high, with several water tanks, strong walls and  with 3 doors. Points like Bhimashankar, Matheran, Nagphani and Karnala can be seen from here. Khondave Caves and Bhairoba Temple are also famous over here.
 Torana
          50 kms away from Pune 1440 mts high Torana is one of the most highest forts in Maharashtra. It is to the right of Sinhagad. Torana is also called as 'Prachandagad' because it is a wide spread fort. Because it had a lot of
 'Toran trees' on it, people started calling it Torana. It is one of the most toughest forts to climb and tests each trekker. When Shivaji conquered this fort he found 22 pots full of gold coins in it, this wealth he used in building
 Rajgad fort on the 'Muramba Devi' mountain.
          Torna has lots to view. Devi Mengai a very old temple is of religious importance over here. Rajgad can be seen from this temple.
           From the fort itself one can see other forts like Raigad, Pratapgad, Rajgad and Sinhagad. When coming from Velhe you cross first Bini and then the Kothi Darwaja. Not very far from the doors are the temples of Torneshwar and Toranaji. Konkan Darwaja, Hanuman Buruj and Bhel Buruj are places to see on this fort.
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Karnala
 125 kms away from Pune is a lovely place called Karnala. It is very close to Panvel. It is a fort at the bottom of which is a bird sanctuary. The Bird Sanctuary is spread over an area of 5 kms. and incorporates more than 125
 species of birds in it.
 Maharashtra Government declared it as a Bird Sanctuary in 1989. Bird lovers spend a great time with birds over here. Navigating through the sanctuary gives one a look of many species of birds which many of us have not seen
 before.
 Climbing Karnala can be a great experience for trekkers. Trekking can be dangerous in the rainy season so it can be done in rest of the year. While climbing the fort you come across many species of birds in nature. River
 Patalganga is towards the east of the fort. Greenery covers and surrounds the fort of Karnala.
 A true trekking experience and a few moments with beautiful birds, completes the trip to Karnala.
 Raigad
        Raigad is 3000 feet high above sea level. 'Rairi' was its original name. Shivaji's Coronation Ceremony took place over here.
        After getting down at the Cheet Darwaja, to the right is a way to climb the fort. After crossing Valsura Khind and climbing about 90 steps you reach the Maha Darwaja. Another way to reach the fort is by the Wagh Darwaja, but is a very difficult path and often avoided by the tourists, but trekkers may like to go by this way. After climbing
 100 mts from Maha Darwaja to the right is a Iron Pillar. 'Hatti Talav' falls to the Left. Before reaching the 'Main Darwaja' you cross the 'Ganga Sagar Talav' which is towards the Left. Going by this way you reach  the Hirkani
 Buruj.
        The Hirkani Buruj is also popular amongst the tourists. There is a story behind this place naming Hirkani Buruj. The story is - Hirkani was a mother of an infant. She used to sell milk on the fort. One day she got late on the fort and the doors were closed, as a result she got stuck on the fort. No one opened the doors for her. Her
 baby was alone at home. As she had no other choice to reach at her baby, she climbed down the fort at night. When Shivaji came to know about this he built the Hirkai Buruj on that place and also honored Hirkani.
         The Statue of Shivaji situated at he center of the fort is a beautiful one. Other places to see on the fort are Shirkai Temple, Jagdishwar Temple and Koli Lake. The 'Takmak Tok' is the most breezy spot on the fort. You can
 even see the arms and ammunition of those days on the fort. 'Bhavani Tok' is 2 kms away from the Wagh Darwaja. 'Kolimb Talav' is to the Left.
          Torna, Rajgad and Lingana can be seen towards the East of Raigad. Towards the South are Vasota, Pratapgad and Makarandgad.
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Shivneri       90 kms away from Pune is the fort where Shivaji Maharaj was born, it was in 1627. The fort is very difficult to climb hence safe from enemies, so Shahaji kept Jijabai in this fort during her pregnancy. Shivaji was named after the name of a goddess 'Devi Shivai'. Shivaji spent his childhood on this fort. He acquired all the skills and training on this fort which he used while establishing Swaraj. He learnt the early lessons of Swaraj on this fort.
       Near to the fort is Nane ghat to give a great view of Konkan Plateau and natural scenery. Close from here there is another fort named Jivdhan which is famous for trekking. If one goes by the road to the fort he has to go through 7 doors to reach the actual fort. 'Devi Shivai' temple is also on the road to this fort.
        At the center of the fort is a water pond which is called 'Badami Talav'. To the South of 'Badami Talav' are the statues Jijabai and child Shivaji.
       Other places to see on this fort are Dongarmatha, Kaman Take and Kadeloot Tok.
 Lohagad - Visapur forts.
 Ideal for trekking these forts are just a km away from each other. Lohagad & Visapur Forts are 52 kms from Pune. Lohagad is at a height of 3450 feets and Visapur is at the height of 3550 feet. 
 This place is of historical importance. When Shivaji raided Surat all the wealth was brought to this fort under the supervision of Netaji Palkar. Shivaji used to keep a watch on Konkan and Bhor Ghat from these forts. 
  There is village nearby to Lohagad from where are four doors to the fort they are 'Narayan Darwaja', 'Maha Darwaja', Ganesh Darwaja' and 'Hanuman Darwaja'. There are some ancient sculptures on the Maha Darwaja.
 Pawana dam can be viewed from this place.
  Purandar, Sinhagad, Tung and Tikona can be viewed from Visapur. There is a 12 feet long Mortar on the fort.
 21

Page 22
						

Beaches:
 Alibaug
 Beautiful Sea, a Fort that gets surrounded by sea water, a few temples and a lot of fun. Alibag is the ideal place for a one day return trip. Alibaug is 145 kms away from Pune. There are a few beaches to visit in this place.
 There are Uma Maheshwar and Balaji temples. The Kulaba fort lies 2 kms inside the sea. Kulaba fort gets surrounded by sea water at the time of tide. You can walk to the fort only at the time of the fall. So be aware of the
 tide timings before going to the fort.
 It is safe to go in the fort before or after 1 hours of fall. But one should always keep in mind that he should come back within 1 hour after the full fall. If you get stuck inside the fort you cannot come back for at least for 5 hours.
 Goa
 North Goa
 Mayem Lake, a cool  lake placed on hill top is the most frequented picnic spot.Vagator Beach, A beach famous for its seclusion with the Chapora Fort as its imposing backdrop.Anjuna Beach, A popular haunt of hippies.Calangute Beach, Widely Known as the Queen of Goa's Beaches. Here school holidays & beat shows draw hundreds of people.Aguada Fort, A famous 17th century Fort now made even more famous by 5 star hotel complex. Temples, Their are temples of Lord Vital, Lord Vandevata, Lord Ravalnath & Goddess Laxmi to be seen.Narayan Mapusa, Capital of Bardez famous for its Friday Bazar where people converge to buy & sell everything from lime to Live stick.
 Colva Beach
 Se Cathedral
 Shree Shanta Durga Temple
 South Goa
 Miramar, A short but sweet beach. Here lies the samadhi of Goa's First Chief Minister late Dayanand Bandodkar.
 Old Goa Churches
 (1) Bom Jesus, In Bom Jesus Basilica lies the incorruptible remains of St. Francis Xavier.
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(2) Se Cathedral, The largest of its Kind in the East.
 Temples
 (1) Mangueshi, Dedicated to Lord Shiva, built in 16th Century.(2) Shantadurga, Is one of the richest temples dedicated to Shantadurga, the Goddess of peace. Famous for its Golden Palanquin.
 Ancestral Goa, A century old Miniature Village. India's Longest.Margao, Commercial city of South Goa.Colva Beach, Longest beach in Goa, only rival to Calangute in Popularity.
 Dona Paula
 Getting Started:      The former Portuguese City has always been ranked high in travellers dictionary for quite some time now. Goa has always been the hotspot for tourists all over the world. In spite of the fact that the Portuguese left the city four
 decades ago, the Roman Catholicism remains a major religion in Goa. The Goa landscape consists of old Portuguese churches, paddy fields, dense coconut tree plantation and huge forts. The people earn their livelihood
 through  farming, fishing, tourism and mining .
 Beaches:     Goa being surrounded by Arabian sea is famous for its beaches. People from the west have been flocking  to
 this place since early 1960s.Indians from various parts of the country also come here. Selection of beach may vary according to your stay and how much action you want to see. Calangute, Baga, Candolim and Colva are mostly
 occupied by the package tourism, so they can be very happening . Anjuna the traditional rave center is still popular, while Vagator and Chapora are not that happening. Arambol in the north and Palolem in the south are the
 beaches if you are quiet, simple person. Nudism on beaches is illegal though Goa may appear to be very  welcoming, friendly and liberal.
 Special Events :
       Mostly occupied by Christian community the feast and festivals here have a strong Christian influence. Therefore Christmas and New Year are worth watching . Events such as arrival of monsoon give opportunity for Goans to celebrate feast days. The Feast of St Anthony in June has got its own significance. It is said that if the
 monsoon god does not favour the Goans by the time of this feast day, a statue of the saint is to be dipped in the family well to wake the monsoon god . If the monsoon arrives the St John feast is a thanking one to the almighty.
 Accommodation & Food :      Accommodation depends in which season you land up here. High season is normally from December to
 January. Rates are very high during the last week of December on the eve of Christmas & New Year. Specially if you trying to get in Titoos, one of the most happening pub in Goa on New Year the entry for couples is Rs 2000. If you are  in Goa for the other part of the year the rates are almost half. The Goa Tourism  distributes nice booklet
 listing the main hotels and guesthouses. Food here is cheap and delicious too. Sorpotel is pig's liver dish. Xacuti is a chicken or meat dish. Bangra is Goan mackerel. Christmas sweets are Dodol and Bebinca. Liquor shops are
 available almost every next door. Alcohol here is cheap than anywhere in India. Feni made from coconut is the favorite drink of the Goans.
 Traveling :    There are number of  government and private buses which run throughout Goa and the tickets are cheap. Bus
 services are regular so there is no need to wait for too long before you get into one. You can also hire a car though it is expensive but comfortable. Though most of the tourist prefer hiring a motorcycle in Goa as it is easy and
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cheap. It takes a minimum of Rs 400 to hire a motorcycle for a day. The most fascinating about traveling in Goa are the ferries. A ten minute ferry ride for Rs 75 is really worth spending. The ferry is lit with lights in the night and
 the music is on which makes it look really beautiful .
 Panaji & Old Goa:
        Panaji is one of the smallest state capitals of India. It overtook Old Goa as capital in 1843.Situated on the bank of Mandovi river is a place worth a visit. Most of the market is here. The market is closed after 7'o clock in the evening so better check yourself in the afternoon or early morning. St Francis Xavier's church is one thing you
 don't want to miss on your tour to Goa. One just can't describe how beautiful it is. You may travel through Panjim on your way to most of the beaches. Old Goa is situated  9 km east of Panjim which was once the capital of
 Portuguese. Mostly occupied by old buildings there are few museums to look for. Once upon a time it had large palace of Adil Shah of Bijapur which is no more now.
 Religious Places
 Shirdi:
  
 Shirdi  
 24

Page 25
						

How to Reach
 Many buses are available for Shirdi. There is no direct train to Shirdi. You could otherwise directly reach Shirdi by taking a car
 which can take you from your place directly to Shirdi.
 Daily Schedule at the Mandir :
 Events TimeBhupali 5.00 am
 Kakad Aarti 5:15 amHoly Bath of Baba 6:00 amDarshan Begins 7:00 am
 Abhishek 9:00 amSatyanarayanpuja 9:00 am
 Afternoon Aarti  12:00 noonPravachan 4:00 pm
 Dhupa Aarti Sun-setShejarati 10:00 pm 
 Places to Visit
 Samadhi Mandir :
         The Samadhi Mandir was initially owned by Shreemant Gopalrao he was from Nagpur, he was also a big Sai devotee. The Mandir is made up of stone and the Samadhi is of White Marble. The railing which surrounds the
 Samadhi is full of ornamental decorations. The two silver pillars in front of the Samadhi are beautiful with artistic designs on it. There is also a marble statue of Sai Baba.
         Above the statue is an open, silver umbrella. The front of the Mandir has an assembly hall which can accommodate about 550 people. You can see pictures on the first floor which depict the life of Sai Baba.
 Dwarkamai :
          This is the masjid where Sri Sai Baba lived continously for sixty years. Sai Baba had come to Shridi with a marriage procession. Here he cured the sick. There are two levels of Dwarkamani. The first level has a big stone on
 which Sai Baba used to sit. There are two rooms over here, one has a Palkhi and the other has a Chariot. The second level has that stool on which Sai Baba used to sit while having bath. There is a beautiful painting of Sai Baba
 sitting in a carved wooden Shrine.
 Gurusthan :
          Gurusthan is the place where Sai Baba was first seen sitting under a Neem tree. Sai Baba first came to Shridi in the form of Bal Yogi. The present day temple in Gurusthan was renovated in 1941. There is a big portrait of Baba
 on a elevated platform of this shrine. Shivling and the Nandi are just in front of the portrait. 
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         At a short distance from here is the Chavadi where Sai Baba used to sleep every alternate days. This place is divided in to two parts. One of which has a large portrait along with a wooden bed and a white chair which
 belonging to him. There is also a cottage of Abdul Baba. From a little distance from the cottage is a Maruti temple.
 Lendi Baug :
          The Baug got its name after a Nalla which once upon a time was flowing there. Every morning and evening Baba use to come here to have rest under a Neem tree. Baba had dug a hole under the Neem tree and kept a Deep lit in it. In memory of this place a Nanda Deep has been built which burns all day. This place also has a Samadhi of
 the horse which belonged to Baba & the well dug by Baba.
 Some Instructions to the Devotees
 Reception centers have been opened opposite the S.T. Bus stand for proper guidance and assistance, here you can get any information that you need to know.
 A locker is available at nominal charge and against a deposit, which may be booked at the enquiry office, and used for keeping luggage or any other valuables.
 Devotees should note that all religious functions and Poojas in the Sansthan premises are to be arranged and performed through the office of the Sansthan. Necessary payments for these are to be made at the office against a receipt. Boxes have been provided by the Sansthan in the Mandir itself to receive the
 devotees' offerings by way of Dakshina. Offering to Shri Sai Baba in cash or kind should always be made at the office against a receipt.
 As all the necessary assistance and guidance is readily available to the devotees at the Reception center of the Sansthan, so avoid assistance from unauthorized guides at the S.T. stand or else where.
 Devotees are warned against practitioners of black magic professing allegiance to Shri Sai Baba, and also against those circulating chain-letters, asking the receiver to send a certain number of copies of the letter to
 others. Literature about Shri Sai Baba containing authentic information has been published by the Sansthan and is
 readily available at book shops near the Samadhi Mandir. A complaint or a suggestion book is always kept in the office for the use by the devotees.
 Avoid sending cash or currency notes in postal envelopes, donations should always be sent by Money Orders, Postal Orders, Crossed and A/c. Payee Cheques or Drafts to ensure safe delivery of the same.
 All donations for oil for the Nanda-deep and for firewood for Dhuni in the Dwarkamai are to be given in the Accounts office only.
 Devotees desirous of feeding the poor can arrange to do so against cash payment to be made to the Prasadalaya itself or the account office.
 Ashtavinayak     Sankasti Chaturthi
 Ashtavinayak
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        Everybody should visit the Ashtavinayak in Maharashtra at least once in a  life time. According to
 Shastra, first you have to visit Moreshwar of Moregaon. Then visit Siddhatek,Pali, Mahad, Theur, Lenyandri, Ozar, Ranjangaon and then again Moregaon will end
 you Ashtavinayak Yatra.
 Moregaon Siddhatek
 Pali Mahad
        "Vinayaka" is another name of Lord Ganesh, the God loved and worshiped by every Hindu. Lord Ganesh
 is the protector of his devotees. Eight effigies found among the nature, sculptured by nature have been
 housed in the temples created ages ago at the places where the effigies were first identified. These
 'Swayambhu' effigies. Now the sacred idols, is the  famous "Ashta Vinayak." Special S.T. buses ply
 between Pune and all the Ashta Vinayak temples. Tours are also organized by private operators. Dharmashala, Lodges and M.T.D.C. resorts almost at all the places for
 visitors to reside. Ashta Vinayak Temples are within the range of only 20 to 110 Kms.
 Theur Lanyadri
 Ozar Ranjangaon
 Click Here to see how to start your Ashtavinayak Trip From Pune.
        Shirdi                  Shree Ganesh Aarti             Sankasti Chaturthi
 Click for Ashtavinayak Map
 Distances  and Routes from Pune to Ashtavinayak
 From-To Distance Route viaPune-Theur 25 km. Pune-Hadapsar-Loni-Theur
 Theur-Moregaon 70 km. Loni-Yavat-Supa-MoregaonMoregaon-Siddhatek 65 km. Supa-Choufula-Patas-Daund-SiddhtekSiddhatek-Rajangaon 92 km. Daund-Kashti-Belvandi-Shirur-Rajangaon
 Rajangaon-Ozar 100 km. Shikrapur-Chakan-Rajgurunagar-Narayangaon-OzarOzar-Lenyandri 15 km. Ottur-Lenyandri
 Lenyandri-Mahad 134 km.Junnar-Narayangaon-Manchar-Rajgurunagar-
 Chakan-Wadgaon-Lonvala-Khopoli-Mahad
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Mahad-Pali 42 km. Khopoli-PaliPali-Pune 111 km. Khopoli-Lonavla-Wadgaon-Pune
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Morgaon
  Shree
 Moreshwar
  The temple is in the range of Pune District. It is just 56km from Pune. This temple is situated next to the river Kara in the village Moregoan this name is derived from the name of the bird named peacock, in
 Marathi means more (the peacock) and goan (village), the reason was there used to be a lot of peacocks in this village in the ancient time.
 And the other reason is the shape of the village is also like a peacock. As we all know peacock is our nation bird people enjoys to see these place & visit these place. The temple looks like a mosque with lots of
 stone steps. A big stone  idol of a mouse (which is considered as a vehicle of the lord Ganesh) with a Ladu (a sweet ) in between his paws facing towards the idol of the Ganesh and a idol of a  Nandi (the god in
 form of bull) is the main center of attraction. The best way to reach here from Pune is by road as it is just 64 km from here. The
 S.T. buses are very frequent. By railways you need to get down at either at Jejuri or at Nira and a local bus from there. 
 The route from Pune to Moregaon is : Pune - Hadapsar - Loni - Yewat - Chauphula - Supa - Maoregaon.
 The place is very beautiful and the right time to visit is in rainy season as you can see a lot of peacocks in these season.
 Pali
 Shri Ballaleshwar PALI
 These temple is situated in Pali in Raigad district. Route from Pune to Pali is : Pune, Lonavala, Khopoli
 and Pali, its 111 kms. You can reach the temple only by road as there is no railway service avalable. When the sun rises and the rays of the sun falls on the idol every morning, this is the main attraction over here, the walls of the temple is very strong as is made of
 huge stone clusters. The eyes are made of jewels and the navel. There is Huge Bell made with 5 metals was brought from Europe by Peshwas during there raid in a
 Church in Vasai & Sashti. As it rains very heavily here accept rainy season all other season is suitable to visit there.
 Click For Ashtavinayak Map
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THEUR
 Shri Chuintamani
 The temple is build during the rule of Peshwas. The total cost of expenditure incurred to make the temple was Rs. 40,000  which in today's world amounts to Rs 400 million. The temple is made so strong that it still has the same structure even after 400 years of existence, the gathering hall is still original made with wood.
           As Peshwas visited these place very frequently, the two 5 metal bell bought from Europe from the church was one kept in Mahad  and other one was kept here . As after the death of Madhav Rao Peshwa, his wife went for sati, the beautiful  garden was made in her memory is very attractive to see.
 The Lord Ganpati here is also named as Chitamani.
 To visit these place you will have to travel through S.T. buses or any other road means of transport, these is the only way to reach here. The temple comes in the range of Pune district.
 Ozar 
 Shri Vighneshwar
 Ozar
 The temple is situated in the Junnar District Pune. Chimajiappa, the younger brother of  Peshwa made a golden top of the temple after he defeated the Portuguese in a war. The renovation of the temple was
 done between 1958 to 1968 and was brought to its original glory. The temple is also known as Vighneshwar. 
 It is believed that after visiting this place God takes away your problems. The temple is surrounded by a long stone wall which acts
 as compound. The idol of a running mouse inside the temple is a delight to see. The eyes of Lord Ganesh is made of diamond which
 gives the real look to God.
 The best time to visit here is during Tripuri pournima, it is a 4 day festival.
 You can visit these place through S.T. buses available from Pune, Mumbai, Nasik, to Narayangaon from here another S.T. bus to Ozar.
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Sidhatek
  Shri Sidhatek
 The temple situated next to river Bhima. The place next idol was made by Ahilya Bai Holkar. Amazing thing about these place is it is so
 silence that even the river Bhima when flooded doesn't make any noise, which states the dept of the river.
      These idol of  Ganpati is also well known as Sidhivinayak.
 As the temple is in Nagar district , you can reach the place either by bus or by train. if you would like to travel by rail you will need to get
 down Daund or Boibel and from these stations you can take the bus to reach the temple.
 VardaVinayak (mahad)
 Shree Varad Vinayak
 The temple is in  Raigad district. The idol Lord Ganesh named as Varda Vinayayak was build in 1725 during Peshwa rule. The structure of the temple looks like a ordinary house. The mysterious idol of lord Ganesh was found under the well behind temple, and this is
 the main center of attraction. As Konkan railways is function ,this is the most easiest way to reach there. And by road you can reach the place through S.T. bus from Karjat, Khopoli
 and Thane.
 To reach here from Pune one needs to go from Pune - Lonavala - then after Khopoli a way goes to Mahad. Distance from Pune to Mahad is 84 kms.
 The place is very nice and can visit any time round the year.
 Lenyadri 
 Shri Girijatmaj
 A beautiful temple placed on the hill top. The hall which is 50 feet wide and 60 feet long which is carved on a single rock with no pillar in
 between area. As the idol is facing back side, strong attempt was made to find out the front side but no success was achieved. As it is near from Pune, the devotees visit here every day in large amount.
 The pollution free environment impresses the visitors a lot.
 Reaching here is very convenient as there is a direct S.T. bus to Junnar from Pune, and by railway till Talegaon and then a S.T. bus to Junnar.
 On the Pune - Nasik high way, Chakan - Rajgurunagar - Mancher - then
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Lenyadrifrom Narayangaon via Junnar road you reach Lenyadri. This distance is
 94 kms.
 As it is placed inside the caves it is not known who has build it.
  Ranjangaon
 Shri Maha Ganapati
 The temple is in the range of Pune district. According to the history the temple was build in between 9th & 10th century. Madhavrao  Peshwa  made a room in the basement of the temple to keep the idol of the lord Ganesh. Later on Sardar Kibe of Indore renovated it.
 You will be surprised to know that the idol of these lord Ganesh is also named as 'Mahotkat', and it is said that the idol has 10 trunks and 20 hands.
 While going from the Pune - Nagar high way the route is Pune - Koregaon - then via Shikrapur Rajangaon is 21 kms before Shirur. From Pune its 50 kms.
 Jejuri
 40 kms away from Pune is a well known place for the Khandoba Temple. The mountain next to it is pleasing to see. This place is also known as the Khandobachi Jejuri. Jejuri station is on Pune-Miraj railway route.
 "Yatra" is held over here in the months Chaitra, Margashirsh, Paush and Magh (months of Hindu Calendar) 
 While on the way to the temple one gets a view of Dive Ghat. Deep Mala is popular over here. Deep Mala are a range of lights mounted on stones. 
 Dhangar one oldest tribes in Maharashtra. Khandoba is their God. Khandoba temples can be seen when you are on the way as they are on a hill. To reach the temple one needs to climb about 200 steps. The temple is a beautiful
 one which has two bells and beautiful idols. Mandap and Gabhara are those which constitute the Temple.
  Jejuri is also historical important. It was considered as an important region towards the South. Shivaji and Shahaji had discussed the strategy against the Mughals over here. Various weapons of those times can be seen over here.
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Bhimashankar         125 kms away from Pune Bhimashankar is an ideal place to go if you like to be in natures company. If one goes by road the way is : Pune-Rajguru nagar-Mancher-Bhima Shankar. 
       This is the place where the Bhima river originates. It has the beautiful Shiva temple. It is one of the 5 Jyotirlingas in Maharashtra. In all there are 12 Jyotirlingas in the country. Nana Phadnis had built the Mahadev Temple and some part of it was build by his widow after his death. It has been built with black stones, their is a statue of Nandi in the corridor and a big bell which was fabricated by iron bars. The lake near the temple gets water through nearby flowing river. Every year approximately 30-40 thousand devotees visit this temple. Near Bhimashakar are the hills of Manmad. On these hills are the carvings of Bhootling, Amba-Ambika and Bhimashankar. These are Buddha style carvings.
        Though Bhimashankar has religious importance, it is place worth visiting for all nature lovers. Its beauty enhances in Monsoon and Winter. Gupt Bhimashankar, Origin of river Bhima, Sakshi Vinayak, Hanuman Lake etc. are places to see here. Bhimashankar is conserve red forest area and wildlife sanctuary where a variety of animals, birds, flowers, plants can be seen.
 Shivthar Ghal
          Shivthar Ghal falls in Raigad District. Shivthar Ghal though not very close to Pune but is worth visiting when you are some where near Pune. It should be mainly visited in winter season. It is small place but still a beautiful one. It is in the Sahyadries.
          The hall where Ramdas Swami used to pray, sit and write is still over here. This place is also famous as Sundar Math. This is the same hall where he sat and wrote the famous Manuscript Dasbodh. Ramdas Swami dictated Dasbodh to Kalyan Swami and he wrote it down, it took them 12 years to complete it. Mountains, high water falls, rivers and trees in abundant are the best of this place. One gets a complete peace of mind and relaxation in this place. Shivthar Ghal is 20 mts long and 15 mts broad. Shivthar ghal can be divided in three parts. One out of which has statues of Samarth Rama the foot of Varanda Ghat. If you are planning to go walking then you need to cross the Bhatghar Dam by a Boat to reach the Sanghvi village. And after that walk to your destination.
 Baneshwar
      30 kms to the south from Pune is a beautiful place called Baneshwar. It has an old temple of Lord Shiva which was built by Bajirao Peshwa-1. The idols of  Lord Vishnu, Goddess Laxmi and Lord Mahadev in the temple are
 beautiful.
      As the temple is in dense woods and it seems like a Jungle, hence called 'Baneshwar'.  There are five Shivlings.
      It is also a famous picnic spot. There is a beautiful garden, a small water fall, hence a stream of water all these make up Baneshwar a nice picnic spot.
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Vadhu  Tulapur
  Previously known as Nagargaon, Tulapur is famous for its Lord Shiva temple. Vadhu and Tulapur are two places next to each other. Temple is also known as Sangameshwar. Rivers Bhima, Indrayani and Bhama flow near
 Tulapur. 
 Vadhu and Tulapur are historically very much important as Shambhaji the son of Shivaji was killed here. Sambhaji was arrested by Aurengzeb in Sangameshwar-the temple. Sambhaji was killed in Tulapur and his Samadhi is in
 Vadhu which is very near from Tulapur. There is also an idol of Sambhaji in Vadhu.
 One can experience the greatness of this Maratha at this place. The temple is a very beautiful.
 Shri Vardhan
 Beautiful beaches, plenty of temples and a great historical background partially describes Shri Vardhan.
 Shri Laxminarayan Temple is the main temple in Shri Vardhan. The idol in the temple is very old and issaid to be of the Hoyasal style. Other temples are Jivaneshwar, Bhairav, Kusumdevi and Somjai.
 When we go down in history Shri Vardhan tells the story of Peshwas origin. Maharashtra was ruled by Peshwas for nearly 105 years. The Peshwai started in Shri Vardhan in 1713. The First Peshwa Balaji Vishwanath continued
 Peshwai till 1818. Third Peshwa Balaji Bajirao had built a house here in 1750 which is at present under the control of Municipal Corporation. The statue of Balaji Vishwanath Peshwa has bee recently established here.
 Besides this Shri Vardhan is a very good Picnic spot. Swimming can be enjoyed on the beaches. Beaches are calm and quite hence safe to swim.
 Bhandara
 Spiritually important but a fabulous picnic spot. Bhandara is a place which was liked by Sant Tukaram the spiritual Gem of Maharashtra. It is 7 kms towards the west of Pune-Nasik highway. 
 Though Sant tukaram resided in Dehu he liked to spend his time over here. The Bhamchandra caves were his favorite. Bhamchandra cave is a big one in which 10 people can easily be at a time.  One gets mesmerized by
 the beauty of the Mahadev temple.
 Any bus that goes via Chakan will take you to Bhandara. You reach Bhandara after crossing the bridge over river Indrayani.
  Besides all these Bhandara is a wonderful place for picnic lovers.
 34

Page 35
						

Raireshwar
        A temple surrounded by hills, surroundings covered by natural beauties, lots of places to see around the prime spot - briefly describes Raireshwar.
 Stone structured temple  of the 16th century is the main attraction of Raireshwar. Waghjai temple cannot be omitted in this trip. In rainy season beautiful flowers grow on the platue, temple is on this platue itself. Kenjalgad
 can be viewed from this fort.  
 Raireshwar is historically important, Shivaji Maharaj took the Oath of Swaraj. After this he kept on conquering forts and Established Swaraj.
 Surrounding area of Raireshwar is also worth visiting. Ambawade village is of this sort.  There is a beautiful monument of Shankaraji Narayan Sachiv and a Nageshwar temple.
 Narayanpur
 Towards the south of Pune  is the village of Sant Changdev called Narayanpur. Narayanpur is famous for the Datta temple.
 Pilgrims visiting here worship the old 'Audambar' tree. There is a Narayaneshwar temple. The sculptors in the temple are of the Yadav era.
 To reach Narayanpur one has to go via Dive Ghat and Saswad. Purandar fort is nearby to Narayanpur. The Purandar Valley is  a beauty to watch. In spite of the rough roads towards the temple, the journey is enjoyable
 because of the lovely nature.
 Alandi
      Alandi is 25 kms away from Pune. Popularly known as Devachi Alandi (God's place) has samadhi and a temple of the Saint-poet Dynaeshwar. The temple over here was built in 1570. Sant Dynanehswar wrote the Marathi
 translation of the Bhagwat Geeta called as 'Dyneshwari'. 
 The other famous places in Alandi are Vitthal-Rakhumai temple, Ram temple, Krishna Temple, Muktai temple.
      Sant Dynanehswar spent most part of his short lifespan in Alandi. There is a fair held here twice a year. It also has the temple of Jalasan Baba a famous  Gujarathi saint. The Palkhi which is in the month of Ashadh that goes
 from Alandi to Pandharpur covers almost 150 kms of distance. Thousands of devotees take part in this Palkhi. Alandi is situated on the banks of river Indrayani.
 35

Page 36
						

     The famous wall on Sant Dynaneshwar flew to meet Changdev is also present here.
 S.T. buses are available from Pune Station. 
 Historical Places In Pune[Shaniwarwada]  [Agakhan Palace]  [Lal Mahal]  [Kelkar Museum]  [Shinde's Chatri]
 [VishramBag Wada]  [Ambedkar Museum]  [Tilak Museum]  [Swamy Vivekanand Museum][Tribal Museum]  [Phule Wada]  [National War Museum]
 Shaniwarwada
 This palace was build  by Bajiroa 1st in the 18th century. It was a 13 storey building . It used to be the head quarter of the Peshwas and it symbolizes Pune 's culture. Currently renovated & there are plans to have a lights & music show. The main part is left is Nagarkhana which gives good inside view. This is an expansive palace with its impressive fountains and gardens. The palace was the seat of Peshwa power
 and later was destroyed by a fire in 1828. All that remains are the walls that fortified this palace, with their sturdy doors, studded with spikes for added protection. Nearby is a street where the Peshwas
 unleashed elephants to trample dissidents to death.
 Shaniwarwadaa
 More Details....
 Agakhan PalaceAgakhan Palace
 This is a famous landmark in Pune city. Agakhan Palace is the place where Mahatma Gandhi, Karturba Gandhi and Mahadeobhai Desai were imprisoned during the "Quit India Movement" in 1942. Marble
 memorials were put later on in the memory of Kasturba and Mahadeobahi, both of them breathed their last in this place.
  More Details...
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Lal Mahal
 In Pune, Dadaji built a palace 'Lal Mahal', for Shivaji and his mother Jijabai. At the age of sixteen (1643 A.D.) Formerly Synagogue, Now it is newly Re- constructed by Pune Muncipal Corporation .It is a red
 brick structure standing very prominently in the heart of the city. There is a statue of "Jijamata " (  Shree Shivaji's Mother ) and there is garden also for small kids to spend their evenings.This place is just next to
 Shaniwarwada .
 Lal Mahal
  More Details....
 Kelkar MuseumKelkar Museum
 One man show is the way to describe this museum. It is a collection of Mughal antiques which include paintings, instruments, lamps & different types of nut crackers. The  Mastani Mahal which was made over
 here after dislodging it from its original place takes the cake.Route to Kelkar Museum
  More Details....
 Shinde's Chatri
 The building built in the memory of Mahadji Scindia  who was great Maratha noble man. It is about 4kms away from Pune camp. The carving and beauty of the temple is worth a look.
  
 Shinde's Chatri
  More Details....
 Vishram Baug WadaVishram Baug Wada 300 years back Bajirao Peshwas ( II ) built this place .The carved woodwork of the balcony which
 surrounds the entrance of this building is the example of the fine work of ancient Maratha rulers .After Peshwas this place was used as a jail .Pune Municipal Corporation is soon changing this place as museum. It is a 3 floor building in the heart of the city on Bajirao road ,next to laxmi
 road the huge market for clothing. 
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 More Details....
  Next Page     Next Page
 Historical Places In PuneDr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Museum 
 Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar is a name in the Indian Freedom struggle which cannot be overseen by anyone. He was the one who wrote the Indian Constitution. As soon as you enter the Museum one gets to know many things about
 this man right from his birth till his death. As you enter from the door to your left there is a chair,  on which  Dr. Ambedkar wrote the constitution for a country with various religions, castes, creeds etc.
 The two chairs, on which Dr. Ambedkar used to rest could be seen. In the same way his footwear, the clothes and a fur cap remind about the 4th conference on Buddhism held in Nepal (14 Nov 1953). His travel accessories and gardening scissors, the dining table and chairs on which Ambedkar's family had their food, their utensils which
 give an idea of his family life, reminding the precious time of his life is a wall clock, his two suitcases which he took while traveling outside India and the Violin which Babasaheb used to learn could also be seen. The bed on which 
 Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar breath his last and the portrayal of his lying on that bed can be seen. 
 There is a silver ink bottle on which the Queens picture can be seen, which was presented to him by the then Governor General of India Lord Mount Batten . In the same way a letter in his own hand writing, night lamp, a
 paper weight on which the name of Babasaheb Ambedkar has been carved, on the small cupboard the silver frame of this specs are kept in the museum. After the museum finishes we see a statue of his which is made up of
 marble. When you climb up the stairs you can see the lines written on the Bharat Ratna award which he received from President K. R. Venkatraman. It is worth spending time in this museum.      
 Mahatma Phule Museum
 In the Mahatma Phule Museum you can see various industrial products, agricultural and handicraft articles. It was started in 1890 by the name of ' Lord Ray Museum' . It is situated on Ghole Road, Shivaji nagar in Pune. The
 peculiarity of this museum is that there samples of the body structures of all animals from elephants to seal fishes. If you are wishing to see this museum you can go here by hiring a auto rickshaw.      
 Kesari Wada
 Telltale signs of modern civilization stare one in the face. Cement dampers stand outside the courtyard where once Sayajirao Gaikwad, the prince of Baroda state used to live. The Wada built by the Gaikwads is being pulled down to make way for a modern structure. This was the Wada where nightlong discussions were held on how to overthrow colonial rule. Bal Gangadhar Tilak bought the Wada from Sayajirao Gaikwad in 1905. Tilak brought out his two newspapers, the Kesari, in Marathi and Maratha in English from here. The Wada continues to house the offices of Kesari, and mementos of Tilak, including his writing desk original letters and documents, and the first India national flag unfurled by Madame Cama. A statue of Tilak indicates the building in which he resided. The Wada is visited by a large number of people during the Ganapati festival, the public celebrations of which we started by Tilak in the courtyard of this Wada over a century ago. Kesari WadaTelltale signs of modern civilization stare one in the face. Cement dampers stand outside the courtyard where once Sayajirao Gaikwad, the prince of Baroda state used to live. The Wada built by the Gaikwads is being pulled down to make way for a modern structure. This was the Wada where nightlong discussions were held on how to overthrow
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colonial rule. Bal Gangadhar Tilak bought the Wada from Sayajirao Gaikwad in 1905. Tilak brought out his two newspapers, the Kesari, in Marathi and Maratha in English from here. The Wada continues to house the offices of Kesari, and mementos of Tilak, including his writing desk original letters and documents, and the first India national flag unfurled by Madame Cama. A statue of Tilak indicates the building in which he resided. The Wada is visited by a large number of people during the Ganapati festival, the public celebrations of which we started by Tilak in the courtyard of this Wada over a century ago.
 Tilak Museum
 This Museum is in 'Kesari' Press in Narayan Peth. It is only few kms away from Pune station. Any auto will take you to this place. All things used by Lokmanya Tilak are kept here. The copy of famous granth 'Gita Rahasya' wrote by
 Tilak in 'Mandale' is the main attraction of this museum. 
 Phule Wada
 It was the residence of Mahatma Jyotiba Phule. It is Ganj Peth, which is a few kms away from Pune station. Now it is a National property. There is a half statue of Mural in the memory of Mahatma Jyotiba Phule at this place. Visiting
 this place will not be a difficult job because any auto can easily drop you at this place.
 National War Museum 
 The idea of the National War Memorial was first put forth in 1996. The citizens of Pune, under the sponsorship of the Express Citizens' Forum, set up the War Memorial fund. The comittee asked the citizens of the city to
 contribute to the fund. From the ordinary common citizen to the Big corporates, all contributed whole heartedly for the museum. The Foundation  was laid in November 1997 and inaugurated in October 1998.The memorial is a 25-
 foot stone pillar. Tribal Museum
 This Museum falls to the East of the Railway station. This museum incorporates in itself some excellent documentation on the Maharastra's tribal communities. It mostly documents the cultures of the communities from
 the Sahyadri and Gondhavana regions. The museum is open for all in the week days from 10 am to 5 pm.
 Kokan Darshan
 Religious Places In Pune
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 [Ashtavinayak] [Churches] [Shiv Yatra] [Shirdi] [Temple's] [Masjeed's & Dargas] [Gurudwaras] [Kasba Ganpati] [Parvati] [Pataleshwar Temple] [Gurudwara ( Ganesh Peth )] [Derasar ( Guruwar Peth )] [Omkareshwar Temple] [Lal Dewal]
 [Talyatala Ganapati] [Shree Dagadusheth] [Chaturshrungi] [Alandi] [Jogeshwari][Other Temples]
 Kasba Ganpati Kasba Ganpati Kasba Ganpati is the GRAM DAIVAT of Pune. Kasba Peth is near Lal Mahal & the Kasba Ganpati is the Ganpati of First Honor in Pune. So it has the First previlage in the Ganesh Utsav procession.Shivaji Maharaja's mother Jijabai had put up the statue of Ganesh. On her behalf Dadoji Kondadev had put on a tent in front of the statue of Ganesh.Recently Jija mata Garden has been made next to it, and the statue of Jija mata has also been set there.
 More Details
 Parvati http://www.punediary.com/html/parvati_hillinfo.html
  
  
 Parvati This is one of the most famous landmarks of Pune. Though the hill is in the Southern half of the city, it is visible from almost every part of Pune. There are 108 steps that lead to the temple dedicated to Parvati and Devadeshwar. There are also temples dedicated to Vishnu, Ganesh and Kartikeya. Climbing to the top of the hill can be rewarding as one can enjoy an excellent paranomic view of Pune. 
 More Details  
 Pataleshwar Temple Pataleshwar Temple It has temple dedicated to lord Shiva which is supposedly the shrine. The Nandi and the pillars are carved from one single rock. Located in a part of Pune known as Shivajinagar, this Shiva Temple was made in the 8th century. Cut from one rock, this temple is reminiscent of the Kailasa temple at Ellora. It has a Shiva Shrine as well as one in honour of his bull Nandi.
 More Details  
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Gurudwara ( Ganesh Peth )
 http://www.punediary.com/html/gurudwara.htmlMore Details  
 Gurudwara ( Ganesh Peth )
 This Gurudwara is in Ganesh Peth. Sikhs come to this place in large numbers. It is about 2 kms away from Pune Station. The gurudwara is open to all people
 irrespective of their religion but your shoes must be removed and heads should be covered. The prayers in
 the Gurudwara  start in the early hours of morning.
 The birth anniversaries of the first guru, Guru Nanakdevji and tenth guru, Guru Govindsinghji are
 celebrated as festivals with great enthusiasm.
 Derasar ( Guruwar Peth ) This place is just 2 Kms away from Swargate. It is a prayer place for the Jains. Jains gather here with scared
 feelings. The carving of the place is worth watching.  
 Omkareshwar Temple
 http://www.punediary.com/html/omkareshwar.html
 Omkareshwar Temple
 Situated in Shaniwar Peth  it is famous for its stone structure & it held on even in the floods of Panshet in 1962. Amruteshwar and Omkareshwar Shivalayas. The Omkareshwar temple which is about 250 years old has even survived in the 1962 floods which came in pune.
 More Details  
 Lal Dewal 
 Lal Dewal 
 Formerly Synagogue, it is a red brick structure standing very prominently in the heart of the city. The clocks on its wall are a prominent feature of this building. It has been
 newly repainted recently.
 More Details   http://www.punediary.com/html/laldewal.html
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Second Page  Talyacha Ganapati ,  Shree Dagadusheth , Chaturshrungi , Alandi , Ashtavinayak , Jogeshwari Second Page
 Vithalwadi , Mahalaxmi Temple , Agam Mandir , Vaishnav Devi ( Pimpri ), Dargas, Churches  
  PILGRIM CENTRESSASWAD 30 KM BHIMASHANKAR 122 KM
 JEJURI 48 KM BANESHWAR 32 KMHULESHWAR 40 KM DEHU 35 KM
 NARAYANPUR 40 KM CHINCHWAD 16 KMKANIFHNATH 40 KM KHEDSHIVAPUR 25KM
 Temples ( Pune )Srimant Shree Dagdu Sheth Halvai Ganpati 
 This the most famous in whole of India. It is the richest Ganesh idol. It is covered with gold ornaments on it and its crown has diamonds  on it. During the Ganesh festival there is huge crowd is attracted here. Almost all those who believe in Lord Ganesh come to seek blessings from this place. Many famous personalities in India have
 donated gold ornaments to this idol.
 This was built by Bhim Giriji Gosavi during 1754 to 1770. Here is a shrine of a lord Ganesh sitting on a Peacock. This temple is built in stone & in Rajestani design enclave
 on it.
 Chaturshrungi TempleChaturshrungi Temple
 The Chaturshringi Temple is a small hillock dedicated to Goddess " Durga "  The Presiding deity is Goddess " Ambreshwari " An annual Navaratri Fair is held here in the
 month of " Ashwin " This temple is built in Shivaji era.
 Click Here For Details
 Ashtavinayak
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 "Vinayaka" is another name of Lord Ganesh, the God loved and worshiped by every Hindu. Lord Ganesh is the protector of his devotees. Eight effigies found among the
 nature, sculptured by nature have been housed in the temples created ages ago at the places where the effigies were first identified. These 'Swayambhu' effigies. Now the
 sacred idols, is the  famous "Ashta Vinayak." Special S.T. buses ply between Pune and all the Ashta Vinayak temples. Tours are also organized by private operators. Dharmashala, Lodges and M.T.D.C. resorts almost at all the places for visitors to reside. Ashtavinayak
 Temples are within the range of only 20 to 110 Kms.
 Click for more Details...
 Alandi
 Alandi is 25 kms away from Pune. Popularly known as Devachi Alandi (God's place) has samadhi and a temple of the Saint-poet Dynaeshwar. The temple over
 here was built in 1570. Sant Dynanehswar wrote the Marathi translation of the Bhagwat Geeta called as 'Dyneshwari'.
      The other famous places in Alandi are Vitthal-Rakhumai temple, Ram temple, Krishna Temple, Muktai temple.
 More Details
 Kokan Darshan
 1.Harihareshwar (Dakshin Kashi ) :  
 Harihareshwar is one of the finest places in Konkan. It is just 130 Kms. from Pune. It is famous for a temple on the seashore as well as the beach and the natural beauties here.Harihareshwar is only 25 Kms for Shri Vardhan. If one wants to enjoy travelling by sea, the launches are also available between the two towns. The temple here is one of
 the major attractions. Harihareshwar is known as Kashi of Southern India. The hill on the seashore at Harihareshwar is also known as 'Harihar' or 'Pushpadri'. The temple is old and the construction period of this
 temple can not be easily said.The temple might be constructed in Shivaji's Period as one can find such sculptures. But was re-constructed by First Bajirao Peshawa in 1723. The temple consists of idols of Brahma - Vishnu - Mahesh and Devi Parvati.The other temples in the premises are of Shri Kalbhairav and Shri Yogeshwari.Truly,Harihareshwar
 is a place of temples and beautiful seashore. The atmosphere here is very auspicious and creates pleasure. The seashore,beach,the dark woods near the sea and the temple are worth to visit.
 2.Alibag ( Sea Shore Near to Pune and Mumbai ) :When one is ready to start from Pune early morning and is ready to come back late night, at the same time when one wishes to enjoy the beauty of sea, there is no choice except Alibag. The journey Pune-Lonavala-Khandala-Khopoli-Shila fata-Pen-Wadkhala-Poyanad-Dharamtar-Karlekhind-Alibag - is of 140-145 kms and approx. 4.5 hrs. The fort Kulaba lies 1-2 km in the sea from Alibag. At the time of tide , the whole fort is encircled with water while at the time of fall; it is easy even to walk the fort. That is the reason why one needs to understand the sequence of
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tide and fall while visiting Kulaba fort. It is safe to go in the fort before or after 1 hours of fall. But it must be remembered to come back after the full fall, within 1 hour. Otherwise one cannot leave the fort for next 5-6 hours.Though Kanakeshwar and Sagargarh are nearer, they can not be covered within a day. Various places worth seeing in Alibag are Beaches , Observatory , Kanhoji Angre Samadhi , the market place , Uma-Maheshwar temple , Balaji temple etc. 
 3.Ganpatipule :
  
 Ganpatipule is in the  Ratnagiri distrect. The mountain look like in the shape of GANPATI and the actual temple and statue is at the footer area of this mountain. After the darshan you can see the greet view of sea. The area of ganpatipule beach is near about 2 k.m. To view the sunset from this beach, waking in the sand of sea, see the coconut trees at the beach   is a memorable experience. How you can go to Ganpatipule: For going to Ganpatipule first you have go to chiplun by State transport bus else you have to chatch the Pune- Ganpatipule bus , both bus are form swargate bus station. 
 4.Chiplun :
 Chiplun city is another visiting place in kokan. It now femous because it is near to Enron Electricity plant (Dabhole Prkalpa).Their are various visiting places in chiplun like Ramvardaine, Gandharaishwar, Vindhyawasini and near to the chiplun to view like guhagar beach, Haydavi Ganpati, Ganpatipule.How you can go to the chiplun : For chiplun you have to chatch the State Transport bus at Swargate. 
 5.Haydavi: 
 If you see the nature, you can also said that it is the natures blessings to this village situated in between mountains. The temple has construction at the time of  Peshwai period. It is situated at guhagar taluka. It said that the statue of ganesh is created at kashmir. This mandir celebrate ganeshjis Janmuttasav on marath month Magha Suddha 4,5 and 6. On Chturthi day the birthday  celebration of Ganesha is in the afternoon.How you can go to haydavi : for going haydavi u can take a state transport bus form pune to guhagar. And from Guhagar, haydavi is 27 k.m far away.
  6.Guhagar :
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You are come to chiplun and not see the Guhagar it means you  lost something that come closer to human to the nature. You can see Durgadevi, Uffrata Ganpati,Shri waidayshwar mandir and near places for visit are Anjanwel, welneshwar, Haydavi.How you can go to Guhagar : for going guhagar you can catch the State Transport bus from swargate to Guhagar.
 7. Historical Thiba Palace :
 The Thiba palace is in Ratnagiri city is historical building . This historical palace built in 1910-11 by the british. This palace area is about 25803 Sq. Meter. When british bring the King Thiba from Bramahadesh, they shifted him in Ratnagiri and for the King Thiba the palace is built. Thiba king go to the palace for live in the year of 1911. After the death of king Thiba  it will be taken by british again and it will be official of british officers. After the freedom, our governments 11 offices are live in this palace. The tomb of King Thiba is in the area of shivaji nagar in city. In 1962 , the separate residence is built  for indian officers and after that government polytechnic is started in the Thiba  palace. It will be shifted  in separate  place afterwords.Today  there is government polytechnic and boys hostel building in Thiba palace campus. Near the Thiba Palace there is Radio center is there you can see the Thiba point. Which is one the visitors attraction in Ratnagiri. Because of  the nice site of sunset from this point in aribian sea.
 8. Ratnadugha and Bhagwati Temple :
 This fort is at the West side of the Ratnagiri city. It is situated on one mountain Its total area is 120 eakers. There is sea around three sides of this fort and to forget to see the aribean sea from this fort. This fort is win by Shivaji Maharaj in 1670 from Aadilshah. In the fort , you can view the small lake and one deep well and near to that there is Shri. Bhagwatis shivkalin temple. This fort is 20 minute far away ftom the Ratnagiri distrect. 
 9. Lal Ganpati :
 This Lal ganpatis devstan is totally private and from last 500 years traditionaly in the marathi month bahdarpad at chathurthi  the celebration is stated. This Ganpati is situated in tali ali in the house of Kadar Shetty. 
 10. swrupanand's Pavas :
 From Ratnagiri near about 16 k.m. distance the pavas is situated. Where swami swarupanand is lived 40 years. The swami swarupanand is from Varkari sampradai. Other visiting places in pavas are the Ganesh temple, vishwaishwar temple, someshwar temple. This pavas is situated 15 k.m. from Ratnagiri.
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