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data systems tellstories about our lives
 ‘visit something outside your normal area of expertise’
 The originality that seems to dominate Koblin’s mind is considered outstand-ing by many people. An overview of his work makes it clear that he manages to be autonomous, while maintaining an appreciation by a large audience. His ideas reach a high social, techni-cal, economic and psychological level, although they are based and presented on an artistic platform and can be seen from an artistic, sometimes even entertaining, point of view. But what are these contrasts between the social, psychological and economic questions and his creative approach?
 a very large database of drawings: sheepfacing left.RadioheadAccording to Koblin, the approach is quite impulsive. He uses general life exposure to come up with these impulsive ideas. He likes to use broad topics that are socially resonant. That way, the work can appeal to a larger audience.In addition to his visual high-art works, Flight patterns, Traffic accident watcher, Mail visualisation, and SMS text statistics, he has done a video clip for Radiohead’s Thom Yorke and tons of other small projects. For The Sheep Market, Koblin created a web-based
 How will PICNIC 2008 affect the lives of visitors? How will the experience change them? I hope PICNIC will provide participants the opportunity to make real con-nections. I hope people will find new energy, get inspired by new ideas and start new conversations. Most of all, I hope that they will do something with all this. Because PICNIC is meant to be a starting point for new developments, a catalyst so to speak. We want things to happen.
 What’s PICNIC 2008 about?As our tagline suggests, PICNIC is about ‘creating the future’, not just discussing it. We offer a series of pre-sentations and seminars highlighting trends and developments in the fields of media, technology and the arts; and then we look for intersections.
 PICNIC looks at both the business perspective – what new services and companies have appeared – as well as the social perspective – what implica-tions might these developments have on our lives, how can we use them and what the cultural perspective is.
 But we also run a series of ‘labs’ in which people actually cooperate to develop new concepts. For example, there’s this explosion of information; there are new ways to keep up with what’s going on. The question is: what will we really do with all these new opportunities? How can we make in-formation meaningful?
 We need the visual sensibility of artists, the hunger for knowledge of research-ers, and the drive and ambition of entre-
 drawing application that appropri-ates the Mechanical Turk system to implicate thousands of workers in the creation of a very large database of drawings: sheep facing left.
 Wood and gearsAmazon’s Mechanical Turk is a system for harnessing the power of distrib-uted human intelligence. Intended for corporate use, MTurk is based upon the notion that certain tasks are simple for people and difficult for computers. Simply said, it’s a website where computer programs coordi-nate the use of human intelligence to perform tasks which computers are unable to do; it employs people on the internet. It was inspired by the wood-en chess playing machine created by the Hungarian nobleman Wolfgang von Kempelen, who, in 1769, gained notoriety in Europe for having created a mechanised chess player from wood and gears. The act was in reality a fraud. The machine was controlled by a human chess player cleverly con-cealed within the wooden case.
 Why sheep?Finally he collected 10,000 sheep, created by thousands of Mechanical Turk workers. The sheep drawings were collected and printed on collect-able stamps. So why sheep? Koblin: ‘Because sheep are the perfect cultural icons!’ Does he think that his work
 preneurs. And that holds for many areas PICNIC regards as interesting. It’s the same energy that drives artists, researchers and entrepreneurs. What is that? How does it work? What can we do with it?
 How does the theme of PICNIC 2008 relate to this?The theme this year is ‘collaborative creativity’. Now that we can eas-ily connect to so many people, what does this mean for creativity and innovation? What has changed? What processes can happen now that could not happen before? That’s something we’re exploring this year.
 As the director, what makes you most proud of PICNIC 2008?I’m proud of the fact that PICNIC is full of unexpected occurrences. We start with this idea of what PICNIC will be. We bring together all the partners we need; and as the event unfolds, something magical happens. PICNIC becomes a place to play. If that hap-pens again I will be proud.
 Do you have any extra tips for the visitors of PICNIC 2008?I realise that the amount and variety of subjects and speakers can make it hard to decide what to do: missing a part of PICNIC is the normal state of being. But the tremendous variety is also one of the attractions. My tip would be to find an event or a subject that’s outside your normal area of interest or expertise. And last but not least, try to be open to new ideas and new people: this will help you to be even more creative – and it’ll make you happy.
 can be called art rather than merely a complex of statistics that show us the way things are. ‘I think it’s mainly a social/economic complex that can be seen as art (if so, I take it as a compli-ment). Art is an interesting medium to reflect on technology, social and economic aspects.’
 > More like thistoday the Visible City will be presented at piCNiC. What if we could view an entire city from above, as if from an airplane – and see not only the buildings and squares but also all the hu-man beings populating it, outdoors and indoors?thursday 25 sept 15:15 - 15:40 Conference hall (Zuiveringshal West)
 > see also www.currentcity.org where text messages from amsterdam are visualised.
 This first highlight of PICNIC’08 was the entertaining artist Aaron Koblin. ‘Art is an interesting medium to reflect ontechnological, social and economic aspects.’by raMóN kailaNi
 Interview with Monique van Dusseldorp, Programme Director of PICNICby ViCtor eNgbers
 aaroN kobliN Makes his poiNt photo by gabriele Merolli
 boomerang creativeiMage: ZeptoNN.NlZeptoNN is oNe of the 6000 CreatiVes that are aCtiVe oN booMeraNg.Nl Curious to see More of his Work or Work by the others? go to WWW.booMeraNg.Nl
 MoNique VaN dusseldorp image by lotte keizer
 We_loVe_the_sMell_of_iNk good_old_CoMfortiNg_paper
 picnic back channel report wednesday by MaarteN leNs-fitZgerald (dutChCoWboy, Mobile MoNday aMsterdaM, sprxMobile)
 people are talking everywhere at piCNiC. also talking on the virtual side of piCNiC: the back channel.this channel is accessible everywhere, via computer or phone, as long as there’s a connection. people use twitter for short messages, flickr and Mobypicture for their pictures and some even use video via services like seesmic. What were people talking about today?
 grrr. philip rosedale (linden lab, second life) is on and my battery is almost empty ... #picnic08by olando7 twitter 16:54
 following ‘fake following’ on social networks on picnic’08 live stream with half an ear. thinks it a pity he isn’t thereby siefken on twitter 16:41
 Jyri thank you! Nice presentation ;-) - #picnic08by rogiertje on twitter 16:29
 #picnic session by Jiri about potatoes as social objectsby mathys on twitter at 16:29
 i am loving piCNiC in amsterdam ...by simone_brunozzi on twitter at 16:24
 linda stone starts with film facebook in real life - #picnic08by karlijn on twitter 16:23
 uterus bells @ #picnic08 wtf ;)by wilbertbaan on twitter 16:10
 #picnic08 “i don’t need to get a real life! i’m a gamer. i have lots of lives!”by jeroenbottema on twitter 14:29
 http://picnic.slandr.net/
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boomerang creative
 nicpics
 dagaN CoheN
 The story about slow communication, what people are willing to do to have one these days, was hilarious. That is, it would have been if he had meant it to be. Unfortunately he was seri-ous, which made the whole thing a bit pathetic. I couldn’t relate to it.
 sabiNe WildeVuur
 Slow communication, that’s the key-word now. According to Stefan … so also according to me. Activismon demand! Need to run now…
 iNge VaN briNk
 It was a weird story about a swimming pool where people with watertight helmets could converse in peace. It was obviously a metaphor for the lack of ‘nor-mal’ communication in this hectic time of mobile phones, wireless internet and virtual reality. I am not a slave to technol-ogy, so the story didn’t appeal to me.
 exit poll at the distance lab
 spotted
 We asked three people what they thought of thekeynote speechgiven by StefanAgamanolis, chief executive and re-search director of Distance Lab.by peter bas MeNsiNk
 iMage: elMiro.NlelMiro is oNe of the 6000 CreatiVes that are aCtiVe oN booMeraNg.Nl Curious to see More of his Work or Work by the others? go to WWW.booMeraNg.Nl
 by MarJoliJN Mayer & suZaNNe MortoN-taylor
 photos by ruud aNd fred byrMaN, gabriele Merolli,
 e-art: low- and high-tech,useful and baloney
 The museum features 28 art projects from around the world. Twenty-seven of them inside, one in the caravan out-side. The uninitiated visitor really has to experiment to figure out how stuff works – it’s not always self-explanatory. The e-art varies from high-tech in-ventions to low-tech findings. All are consistently surprising. Most of them appeal to the visual.
 The most eye-catching project consists of nine cones filled with dirty water. A visualisation of how dirty our sur-roundings can appear during an ordi-nary week in an ordinary street of Den Haag, compared to pre-industrial times. It’s as simple as it is striking. Next to it, you’ll find a more advanced tool that achieves a similar effect: a small box that measures the demands of house-hold appliances and represents them in colours, kilowatts or costs. It’s a shame
 they didn’t bring a European adaptor to actually show how it works…. These are just two of many examples demon-strating how visual awareness can be created about what we consumers do to the environment every day.
 There’s another category though: art which uses existing technologies for purposes they haven’t been invented for. Here again there’s a distinction between high- and low-tech findings. Consider the praised and prized Loca.Lab for example. Loca uses Bluetooth technology on mobile phones to ‘ac-company’ people along their daily routines. At first it becomes a ‘friend’, sending messages to people close to the host. It literally follows people down the street, jumping to conclu-sions after having monitored their movements and behaviours. If the befriended hang around for a while or
 three guys, a bicycle, a couple of chairs and a dusty carpet. What on earth brought you to piCNiC? We’re here to organise a private party, for fücken grüven people in the heart of the West at 7pM on thursday.
 fücken what?it’s a party to get dusty people to do things they normally wouldn’t dream of doing at a serious conference. you have to be fücken grüven to do it!
 such as?think of karaoke, musical chairs or naked network drinks. it’s common knowledge that doing things
 one normally wouldn’t boosts peoples creativity. What do i need to do to get an invitation?We’re here all day long sneaking around in search of fücken grüven people. so if you enjoy drawing flowers on the back of the bald head of the guy sit-ting in front of you, we will definitely find you.
 and what if you haven’t found me, but i really want to attend?you’ll have to convince us at the door that you have the right spirit. don’t worry. We’ll recognise you!
 fücken grüven. if you can’t pronounce it, you won’t get in.
 keep visiting spots close to the host, Loca becomes more of a haranguing intruder to the recipients. Neighbour-ing Loca is an old-fashioned Remington typewriter connected to a flat screen which shows your typing emotions in bold, thick characters when struck firmly and small, ‘soft’ characters when handled with care.
 The contrasts of most e-art also reflect its accessibility. Part of it is barely explicable and doesn’t seem to have a concrete function. Don’t, however, let this keep you from visiting the mu-seum. There’s something to interest everyone, but ultimately only the test of time will determine if we see proj-ects transformed into practical, future applications.
 > the MuseuM is opeN to the publiC – froM 11.00 to 18.00 daily.
 At the heart of the festival under a signature white dome just opposite the Pacific Parc restaurant, art and e-culture straight from the creative industry can be found. Playful, handy, intel-ligent and futuristic, it’s at times surprisingly handy and at other times amazingly difficult. by peter bas MeNsiNk
 the colour of money? green!
 In keeping with the conference’s green theme, competition organisers asked people all over the world for carbon-reducing products and sustainable services that consumers will adopt.
 Last year’s inaugural award went to Igor Kluin, who applied the idea of a local area network (as in a wireless in-ternet) to sharing and using renewable energy within local communities.
 This year’s prize will give one of four finalists (out of 235 entries) a similar opportunity to help change the world for good.
 ‘We looked in detail at the contribu-tion each entry could make to sus-tainability, as well as feasibility. It has to be more than just a great plan on paper. The PICNIC Green Challenge’s objective is for the winner to bring his or her product or service to the market within two years,’ says Femke Rotte-veel, chairman of the preliminary jury.
 Jochen Mundinger of Switzerland has developed a software tool for travelling in an eco-friendly, efficient way, door to door. The tool computes the carbon ‘footprint’ generated by each leg of a journey with full integration of road, rail and air transport. This improves upon the practice of calculating only one leg of a journey (say, a flight).
 Capra J’neva and partner Emilie Fetscher of the United States have invented easy-to-use consumer solar
 panels that can be installed almost anywhere, turning the traditional idea of roof-based solar arrays on its head.
 Eben Bayer and Gavin McIntyre, also from the United States, offer sustain-able ecological alternatives to conven-tional synthetic building materials. In particular, their Greensulate product offers an eco-friendly alternative to styrofoam, a traditional insulating material.
 The third US team of Peter Yeadon and Martina Decker has created an intelli-gent shading system for windows and glass facades that uses no electricity.
 In truth, each of these projects has the potential to contribute to the reduc-tion of carbon emissions and the cre-ation of a more sustainable planet.
 Spare a thought then for the judges, including Prince Carlos Bourbon de Parme, representatives from the Lon-don Assembly and Greenpeace, as they ponder the pros and cons. Who will get the green light? Find out tonight.
 > piCNiC greeN ChalleNge deciding roundthursday 25 september 10.30 -12.30transformer room
 > aWard CereMoNythursday 25 september 18.00-19.30transformer room
 One of the highlights of this year’s PICNIC will be the announcement of the winner of the 500,000 euro Green Challenge. by daVid prater
 thaNk_you_Very_MuCh_beN! rgb_is_so_yesterday
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RFID: lIke a cow wIth a yellow tag
 Picnic and Prejudice
 Some 25 years later, Mediamatic continues this on the internet. Mediamatic also organises exhibitions and workshops in the fields of culture and media. The company even has its own world-wide, online cultural dating service. ‘A museum is a great place to meet someone. If you want to visit, why not get a date first to meet someone inte-resting? It’s more fun than admiring paintings on your own’, says Willem.
 2008 sees the third PICNIC take place. What is PICNIC?‘There are a lot of social networks on the internet. So you can easily sit like a zombie in front of your monitor and count your prospects, but you can also use these networks as an extra tool to meet people in daily life. The thing you have to do is to really get to know who’s behind all those profiles. Find them and speak to them. That’s what we do here at PICNIC. It’s the connection between the virtual world and real life.’ Why? ‘Chatting with people you know is easy. PICNIC gives you the opportunity to meet new people in your line of work.’
 And what exactly is Hackerscamp? It sounds like heavy stuff. You’re wearing an Obama-for-president shirt. Did you all hack Palin?‘During Hackerscamp about thirty very talented computer gigs created all kinds of new applications based on RFID technology. It is what you can do with an I-tag. You can start running and find yourself – if you run fast – in the top rankings on a large screen. You can tag to print business cards or get a free beer to cheer on a new con-tact. There’s a lot more. Find out! RFID isn’t a new technology. Have you seen cows with yellow tags in their ears? Farmers have been using the same technique for a long time.’ Will I need
 a manual? ‘No, the applications are small and simple. PICNIC itself is no event for gigs. We want to give you new tools to communicate. It’s about being friendly in a virtual environment. Be-ing friendly is not something designers often look for. They’re mostly focused on hardcore technical stuff – on performance, not on how to create possibilities for people to meet and make time for each other beyond saying hello or goodbye.”
 Is there any kind of competition in it? For instance, to meet as many people as you can – and get free drinks – along the way? “Orcut was the first online network I think. It had three lines of competition: most friends, most fans and also larg-est network. People were fanatically working on their rankings. But soon it became boring. It meant nothing at all. In the beginning it was fun – oh, look at all the friends I’ve got – but in the end you ask yourself: what really is
 in it for me? What can it really do for me? On the PICNIC network we keep track of your activities. They will be published on the site. But we don’t use them for marketing purposes. There’s no need to explain or analyse the data. Tags can only be read from a short distance. So don’t worry. It’s no big brother experience. It’s impossible to register what you do from a distance.’
 What do you expect from visitors?‘To enjoy the conference. But the conference is only the beginning. There is so much more you can do; there are all kinds of events. You can’t do them all, you shouldn’t want to. Just do what you like. Try to sneak in wherever you can.’
 And what are you looking forward to?‘Just walking around. I’ll see what happens. It’s a lot of fun but it’s also doing business.’
 > soCial rfid gaMes different lcations
 As a student in the 1980s, Willem Velthoven (50) founded Mediamatic with some friends. Their first initiative was the publication of an international magazine addressing culture and media, whose objective was connecting people. by rolf de boer
 WilleM VelthoVeN photo by Jessica brouwer
 This is Zoë from caterer ‘De Laurier’. Together with her staff she literally picked the apples on offer at Picnic. She looks remarkably composed while more than seventy staff members are busy preparing thousands of baguettes and sandwiches for hungry Picnicers.
 Visit one of the four venues and get yourself an organic breakfast or lunch. Try the fresh apple juice.
 Not macs but apples at Laurier catering
 Behind the scenes...
 by MarJoliJN Mayer & suZaNNe MortoN-taylor
 Juha van ‘t Zelfde (top)& richard de Wal (below)
 Juha about richard‘he’s wearing adidas shoes,
 so i think he’s either in mediaor advertising. he might
 also be a designer. i thinkwe have a lot of mutual
 acquaintances. it’s hisfirst time around and
 he doesn’t have a fixed programme but likes to be surprised.again, judging by the
 comfortable shoes, he’s in for the full
 three days.’
 richard about Juha‘he is somehow involved
 in the organization. i think he might have designed
 the artwork – like banners and the programme leaflet.
 he’s here to check if everything’s in place and if
 the piCNiC brand is well communicated.
 he doesn’t know the programme by heart, but he likes to drop in at the different
 seminars.’
 Juha about himself‘i’m a real hardcore visitor,attending everything for the full three days. i feel at home at piCNiC. as project manager of the amsterdam Museum Night, i organise the open Museum symposium which takes place on thursday. it might interest you.’
 richard about himself‘i took the train at 7.00 this morning from hoogeveen, where i work as team leader at the library on a youth and education project. today i’m visiting the Waag society specials. unfortunately i’m only here for the day, but your symposium sounds interesting. do you have a business card? “
 Note from the editor: a perfect match was made!
 leoNieke Verhoog (Virtueel platforM) photo by Mark rooker
 The New DigiTalParaDigm
 3 out of 100
 Always wanted to hook up with the hottest Dutch talents in new media? Today your dreams may come true. At Westerliefde, Virtueel Platform has organised an inspiring afternoon with a flaming-hot pitch, sizzling-hot speakers and spicy debates.
 If you do decide to come, be prepared for a mixed crowd. Of course game developers, information scientists and interactive media designers are all represented, but don’t be surprised if you run into a performance artist, a record label owner or even a mime.
 The unexpected variety within the hundred talents is, if not necessary, part of the deal, explains Leonieke Verhoog, initiator of the Hot100. Verhoog: ‘The new digital paradigm has led and, in the future, will lead, to new cultural forms. For example, new ways of handling information and staying in touch.’ She herself is something of a Twitter-fanatic (600 followers). ‘Yesterday I had dinner with twenty Twitter-girls that I’d never met before. In other words, Twitter adds a whole new social layer to my life.’ And yet there’s no telling what the future might bring: what will be the new Google, the new email or the new Twitter? Verhoog: ‘There are a lot of characteristics of the internet which have yet to be discovered and/or used. To do so, we need room for creativity. There has to be room to play.’
 The room to play is provided by Virtueel Platform, but where do you find 100 talents? The number itself was not a problem, says Verhoog: ‘Dutch schools and education have a lot of interest in new media these days.’ Still, it wasn’t easy to compile the Hot 100, simply because they don’t organise in traditional ways. So instead, the 100 (actually 101 announces Verhoog secretively) were nominated, handpicked if you will, by twenty new media teachers of as many Dutch schools and institutions.
 “The future is going to be hot.”Enter the Hot100. Today they will talk with companies, but mostly with each other. They will give an idea of what interests them and gather new ideas. A big chunk of the day is by invitation only, but everybody is welcome from 16.00 onwards. First, five of these brave new geeks will deliver a pitch to the audience, then the long awaited Hot100 debate will take place. Speakers like Werner Vogels (Amazon), Loïc Le Meur (Seesmic) and Stefan Agamanolis (Distance Lab) will debate. But in fact anyone can have a go at the inner talking circle. Afterwards you could have a cold drink in the Hot Café in the Gashouder, although hot cocoa might be more appropriate.
 Virtueel Platform Presents the Hot100 by ViCtor eNgbers
 Who?Joost de leij (26)What? i initiated red revolver (www.redrevolver.nl), a communication office that tries to combine art and commerciality, for example by connecting museums and corporations. our latest project is red bull 5 pics, in cooperation with foaM.hot? the future is going to be hot. Not only will the possibilities be unlimited, but in my opinion so will the problems.
 Who?renato Valdés olmosWhat?i am a designer, and one of the three founders of e (www.hellomynameise.com). e is a service that will expand your social networks and make business cards obsolete. With special hardware, e will forward your contact’s details to all of your social networks. hot?blogject. the combination of blog and object, as coined by bruce sterling.
 Who?ernst-Jan pfauthWhat?i like to call myself a dutch pro-blogger. i’ve been a full-time blogger since 16 october 2006, when i filmed a fight between a television presenter and our prime minister (www.spotlighteffect.nl). i’m also organising the Conference for bloggers blog 08: rock-stars of the Web on 24 october. hot?taking initiatives. a lot of people could be hot, if only they would seize the opportunity.
 ‘And when you do this, you get a breathing painting’ ‘Gamers are very social, as they need other gamers’ ‘I dont want to be known as the algae guy’
 ‘Control is not cause and effect,
 but creating conditions that make things possible’
 ‘There is a lady over there with an Excelsheet’
 ‘Somehow I feel like I’m being watched by sherry the picnic sheep’
 ‘Idiots of ants, funny speech...’
 ‘It’s only a building if it provides purpose,
 it’s only architecture if it provides delight’Zoë photo by gabriele Merolli
 booMeraNg_loVes_priNt hold_your_ik!tag_here
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boomerang creative
 soMethiNg_to_hold_oN_to
 iMage: daNiël disselkoeNdaNiël is oNe of the 6000 CreatiVes that are aCtiVe oN booMeraNg.Nl Curious to see More of his Work or Work by the others? go to WWW.booMeraNg.Nl
 2) thursday 25th september 18.30 - 19.30 piCNiC green Challenge award Ceremony Zuiveringshal West
 3) thursday 25th september 09.00 - 17.00 green City lab piCNiC Club
 4) a walk in the park that’s why we are here!
 5) friday 26th september 12.30 - 13.00 towards a sustainable future Zuiveringshal West
 6) thursday 25th september 10.30 - 12.30 green Challenge - deciding round transformer room
 7) greengraffiti an environmentally friendly form of media with a clear message: clean is better.
 8) an apple a day... Check our organic breakfast and lunches
 your green challenge> where is number 1?
 illustratioN by ZsuZsaNNa iliJiN
 CoNfereNCe photo by henri smeets
 COLOPHONCollaborators Picnic PrintedConcept PICNIC’08 and Boomerang MediaEls Steenhagen, Pola Zijlstra
 PublisherBoomerang Media
 Editor Gijs van Meurs
 Editor Boomerang Creative Pascale Bosboom
 Concept design & Art DirectionNine Fluitsma, Floortje Bouwkamp
 Copy editor Tim Muentzer
 Special thanks Amsterdam Weekly, NL Unlimited, Indrukwerk, PresTop
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