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NARRATIVE UNIT ENGLISH COMPOSITION

Page 2
						

LESSON 1: INTRODUCTION TO
 NARRATIVE WRITING CONTENT OBJECTIVE: I CAN DEFINE A PERSONAL NARRATIVE ESSAY
 LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE: I CAN DESCRIBE HOW PERSONAL NARRATIVE ESSAYS ARE DIFFERENT FROM NARRATIVES BY USING THE RHETORICAL TRIANGLE

Page 3
						

WHAT IS A NARRATIVE?
 Thought Question What makes a
 good story good?

Page 4
						

WHAT IS A PERSONAL NARRATIVE ESSAY?
 Narrative a story
 Personal narrative essay a story about your life that has
 a specific point; not a diary entry or fiction
 What is a narrative’s purpose?
 What is a personal narrative essays’ purpose?

Page 5
						

CHARACTERISTICS
 1. Written in the first
 person perspective
 2. Uses rich sensory details to “paint a picture” (show vs.
 tell)
 3. May use dialogue and have multiple characters

Page 6
						

CHARACTERISTICS (CONT’D)
 4. Has a conflict, climax, resolution
 5. Has a theme/ message/ larger
 point/ thesis
 6. Slows down time (i.e. makes use of “vertical time”)

Page 7
						

COMMON APP. ESSAY PROMPTS ▪ Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful
 they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.
 ▪ The lessons we take from failure can be fundamental to later success. Recount an incident or time when you experienced failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?
 ▪ Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea. What prompted you to act? Would you make the same decision again?
 ▪ Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma-anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution.
 ▪ Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal, that marked your transition from childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family.

Page 8
						

CHECK-IN PNE RHETORICAL TRIANGLE You are writing this essay for class, but IMAGINE that you are sending this essay to a
 college in an application (some of you may do this!).
 ▪ Audience: Who is receiving the communication? What do they expect in the communication? What is their relationship with the speaker?
 ▪ Purpose: Why is the speaker sending this message? What does he/she hope the message will do?
 ▪ Subject: What is the message that the speaker is communicating? What details does the audience need to know to understand the message?
 ▪ Speaker: Who is communicating? How will the speaker show the audience that he/she is credible?

Page 9
						

LESSON 2: PERSONAL NARRATIVE ESSAYS:
 STRUCTURE AND THESIS ENGLISH COMPOSITION

Page 10
						

REVIEW 1. 1st person perspective
 2. Rich sensory details
 3. Dialogue, multiple characters
 4. Conflict, climax, resolution
 5. Theme/ message/ larger point/ thesis
 6. Slows down time (i.e. makes use of “vertical time”)

Page 11
						

COMMON STORYTELLING STRUCTURE

Page 12
						

CONFLICT: TWO MAIN TYPES
 External Internal Between a character and an outside force
 Within a character
 No visual or tangible opposition

Page 13
						

EXTERNAL CONFLICT: SIX CATEGORIES
 Man vs. Man
 Man vs. Society
 Man vs. Nature
 Man vs. Fate
 Man vs. Mach-
 ine
 Man vs. Super-natural
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INTERNAL CONFLICT
 Man vs. Self
 •Struggle takes place in his/ her own mind
 • Oftentimes dealing with making a choice (sometimes between right and wrong)

Page 15
						

CLIMAX ▪The point of the greatest tension, emotion, etc.

Page 16
						

RESOLUTION ▪The solution to the problem ▪A realization of your message/point ▪A reflection on the conflict
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Reaction to winning a basketball game. What are the players saying and doing?
 Reflection after the basketball game. What do you think the players are thinking about?
 RESOLUTION
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▪Think about sayings or quotes that teach a lesson
 ▪Think about lessons learned from stories you have read
 ▪Think about a time when you learned something valuable
 ▪Read your own journals (or social media posts!) for a time something happened worth telling others about
 ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS FOR YOUR THESIS
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▪What it is not: ▪A traditional thesis ▪A three point thesis ▪A topic
 “The theme is friendship.”
 NOOOOO!!!!
 THESIS
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▪What it is: ▪The lesson, moral, or larger message of your essay. ▪The “serious message” of the story (a topic plus a comment/opinion)
 THESIS
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In a field one summer's day, a Grasshopper was hopping about, chirping and singing to its heart's content. An Ant passed by carrying a heavy kernel of corn back to his home.
 "Why not come and chat with me," said the Grasshopper, "instead of toiling and working so hard?"
 "I am helping to gather food for the winter," said the Ant, "and I recommend you to do the same."
 "Why bother about winter?" said the Grasshopper. “We have got plenty of food at present."
 But the Ant went on its way and continued its toil. When the winter came, the Grasshopper had no food and found itself dying of hunger, while it saw the ants distributing every day corn and grain from the stores they had collected in the summer.
 THESIS
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LESSON 3: RICH SENSORY DETAIL
 ENGLISH COMPOSITION

Page 23
						

DESCRIPTIVE WRITING ▪ Rich sensory details

Page 24
						

DESCRIPTIVE WRITING ▪Purpose?
 Engross the reader; experience Show off your writing skills
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PRACTICE

Page 26
						

FAMOUS WRITERS DO THIS A giant of a man was standing in the doorway. His face was almost completely hidden by a long, shaggy mane of hair and a wild, tangled beard, but you could make out his eyes, glinting like black beetles under all the hair.
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PRACTICE (CONT’D) See Smell Taste Feel/Touch Hear

Page 28
						

STRATEGIES & TECHNIQUES
 Make a sensory details chart
 Read; circle boring words/descriptions;
 replace
 Have a friend read your essay and give
 you feedback
 Read model texts and try to imitate the writer’s style
 Think about “semantic gradients”
 Pretend you’re making a film…

Page 29
						

SEMANTIC GRADIENTS sweltering scorching hot stifling warm toasty tepid
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LESSON 4: PERSONAL NARRATIVE ESSAYS:
 VERTICAL TIME ENGLISH COMPOSITION

Page 31
						

▪Definition: when “time stands still” – moments of compressed thought when the story is not progressing forward with the action
 ▪You are “slowing down time” versus telling us a story in a fast, horizontal/linear manner
 VERTICAL TIME

Page 32
						

"When a man sits with a pretty girl for an hour, it seems like a minute. But let him sit on a hot stove for a minute and it's longer than any hour. That's relativity.”
 Who said this?
 VERTICAL TIME

Page 33
						

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2oHOv9p9dHQ
 VERTICAL TIME IN FILM
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2oHOv9p9dHQ
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▪The Mezzanine is a novel that spans just an elevator ride from beginning to end.
 Whoa!
 VERTICAL TIME IN LIT.
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"How's the chicken?" Stephen asked. The meat was dry and tough, but Mary wasn't going to admit it, not after it had been her idea to bring them to Franco's tonight and not their usual cheap steakhouse on Montgomery Street. She had known Stephen was mean when she married him, but in twenty-one years she had never known him pick anything but the cheapest main from the menu. "Delicious," she said.
 Stephen and Mary went to Franco's for their twenty-first anniversary dinner. Mary hoped to re-ignite some of their old passion, but they ended up arguing when Stephen moaned about the steep prices.
 VERTICAL TIME EXAMPLE
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VERTICAL TIME: HOW?
 Add description (sensory images – what do you feel, hear, taste, smell, see)
 Show internal monologue/ person thoughts and reflections
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▪I was walking through a dark alley.
 ▪I looked out my window and saw the mail delivery car drive away from my mailbox.
 ▪John sat under the tree to shade himself from the sun.
 VERTICAL TIME: PRACTICE
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▪ Compose a rough draft of your personal narrative essay based on one of the five Common Application questions. ▪Try your best to include: ▪a conflict ▪resolution (i.e. theme) ▪rich sensory details ▪vertical time.
 HOMEWORK

Page 39
						

▪Remember the two ways to create vertical time? Find three examples of each. ▪Sensory description
 ▪Character’s thoughts and feelings
 MENTOR TEXT: “THE WISH”

Page 40
						

▪ Imagine that the mother is watching the boy. What is her reaction? What does she see? What does she feel?
 ▪Why is the story called "The Wish"?
 ▪What is the conflict in the story?
 ▪What is the theme of the story?
 MENTOR TEXT: “THE WISH”
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LESSON 5: PERSONAL NARRATIVE ESSAYS:
 DIALOGUE ENGLISH COMPOSITION

Page 42
						

▪What is the purpose of dialogue? ▪To move the story forward
 ▪Help the reader get to know your characters better
 DIALOGUE

Page 43
						

▪How does this dialogue move the plot forward?
 DIALOGUE

Page 44
						

▪How does this dialogue reveal information about characters?
 DIALOGUE

Page 45
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DIALOGUE “Bad dialogue… stands out like a man wearing a clown
 costume to a funeral. (Unless it’s a clown funeral.
 Then it’s like a man not wearing a clown costume
 to a funeral.)”

Page 47
						

TED ED: “THREE ANTI-SOCIAL SKILLS TO IMPROVE YOUR WRITING”
 ▪According to the narrator, what is the purpose of dialogue?
 ▪What are the three “anti-social skills” the narrator describes?
 ▪ http://ed.ted.com/lessons/three-anti-social-skills-to-improve-your-writing-nadia-kalman
 http://ed.ted.com/lessons/three-anti-social-skills-to-improve-your-writing-nadia-kalman
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BASIC GUIDELINES ▪For each new speaker, create a new line and indent.
 “What do you mean,” said Mary. Johnny replied, “I mean that aliens are attacking us and we’re all going to die.”
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▪Only the exact words of the speaker go in the quotation marks. ▪The words used to introduce the quotation are called the “tag line.”
 BASIC GUIDELINES
 Mary screamed, “Why me?”

Page 50
						

▪1) Before the quote ▪ the comma always follows the tag line and the
 beginning letter of the quote is always capitalized
 ▪Use an end mark FOLLOWED BY a quotation mark at the end.
 THREE TYPES OF TAG LINES
 Joe asked, “Why is Mr. Hermansen so weird?”
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▪2) In the middle of the quote ▪A) In between TWO separate
 sentences (quotes): a period follows the tag line and the beginning of the second sentence (quote) is capitalized
 ▪B) When the tag line splits ONE sentence (quote) into two parts: a comma follows the first part of the quote and the tag line
 THREE TYPES OF TAG LINES “I wish I were as cool as Mr. Hermansen,” said
 Jane. “Don’t you?”
 “I do,” replied Mark, “but I’m not sure if I will ever reach that level of
 awesomeness.”

Page 52
						

▪3) After the quote ▪The ending punctuation after
 the actual quote (before the tag line) can NEVER be a period
 ▪ If the sentence would normally end with a period, substitute a comma. An exception to this rule is end marks for questions or exclamations.
 THREE TYPES OF TAG LINES “English
 Composition is the best,” said Jon.
 “Why can’t I go to English
 Composition every day?” asked John.
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Page 54
						

PUNCTUATING DIALOGUE ▪Use “ and ” in one color to denote that someone is saying something
 ▪Use / to denote a paragraph break with an indent

Page 55
						

1. margaux said i have two cats do you have any
 pets i have two sloths three narwhals and seven
 giraffes said tomas
 2. he hit the baseball so hard said zuzanna that it
 went flying out of the park
 PRACTICE #1

Page 56
						

▪Write five lines of sample dialogue.
 ▪Situation: a hero and a villain confront each other for an epic battle between good and evil. DUN DUN DUNNNNNNNN!
 PRACTICE #2

Page 57
						

agreed
 answered
 argued
 asked
 begged
 complained
 cried
 giggled
 hinted
 hissed
 howled
 interrupted
 laughed
 lied
 mumbled
 nagged
 promised
 questioned
 questioned
 remembered
 replied
 roared
 sang
 screamed
 screeched
 shouted
 sighed
 sighed
 snarled
 sobbed
 warned
 whispered
 yelled
 TAG LINES (OTHER THAN “SAID”)
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