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Narrative Analysis: Contrasting Point of View
 California Reading Standard 3.5 Learning Objective: I will identify
 different points of view in narrative text
 Created by Mrs. Lutz
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What is Point of View? Generally, it means how people see or perceive things.
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In Literature the definition is:
 Point of view is the style an author uses to convey the plot to the reader.
 Who is telling the story? Is the person in the story or outside the story?
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Explanation of key words: Narrative: A story, or an account of events,
 could be spoken or written Narrator: Person telling the story Text: Written Word Convey: To get Across, To Tell, To Explain so
 others understand Omniscient: Has knowledge of what is going
 to happen and what everyone thinks. All Knowing.
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Non Example: Not Narrative; no one is talking
 Written Directions; steps on how to do something
 Recipe Statements: Today is Tuesday. Non-fiction
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Importance: Why learn Points of View?
 It is on the DBA –District Benchmark Assessment
 It is on the CST- California State Test Will need to know for ELA in high school
 and college classes Can you think of another reason?
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Definition & Styles of Point of View
 Point of view is the style an author uses to convey the plot to the reader.
 Who is telling the story? Is the person in the story or outside the story?
 1st Person 3rd Person: Three Types
 Subjective Objective Omniscient
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How to know the difference in types of narrative: Skill Development
 Look for pronouns How much information is being told to
 the reader? Is the reader being told only what one
 person thinks or more than one? Is the reader getting “omniscient”
 information?
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1st Person Narrative The narrator is a
 character in the story. It uses “I” , “my” and “we”
 We know what the character is feeling or thinking FROM his point of view (how he sees it)
 Example: “The Night the Bed Fell”
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Example 1st Person
 Friday night I went to Family Fun Night at Silas Bartsch. It was an exciting night. I liked selling tickets to people who were eager to win a basket.
 What clues tell you it’s first person?
 Pronoun “I”

Page 11
						

Subjective
 • Reader knows thoughts and feelings of character as he experiences events in the plot
 Omniscient
 • Reader knows EVERYTHING
 about the character
 and the story
 Objective
 • Reader is told ONLY about events. No thoughts from the character. Unbiased like a newspaper
 Narrative Modes3rd Person
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3rd Person Subjective Reader experiences the story through
 the character (usually main character) Reader only knows what narrator is
 aware of (limited) Narrator tells what character’s opinions,
 feelings, and experiences are Refers to characters in the story
 using pronouns he/she/ it/ they Narrator is not involved in the plot
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Example 3rd Subjective Mrs. Spencer was amazed at the variety
 of wonderful baskets that were on display.
 What clues tell you it’s 3rd person subjective?
 Narrator is telling the reader her feelings.
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Can you tell which is which? I went to the
 dentist this afternoon. I had to sit in the dentist chair for two and half hours!
 George thought the cold rainy day was depressing. He loves the sunshine.

Page 15
						

Can you tell which is which? I went to the
 dentist this afternoon. I had to sit in the dentist chair for two and half hours!
 1st person Uses I The narrator is
 telling about herself.
 George thought the cold rainy day was depressing. He loves the sunshine.
 3rd Person Tells what the
 person is thinking and feels
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Concept Review Closure part 1
 Concept: Narratives are stories being told
 Books are narratives
 There are two main styles writers use convey the story
 1st Person• Story is about the person
 telling it.3rd Person
 • Narrator is telling the story about someone else.

Page 17
						

Partner Practice: Pair Share #1 As I watched the sunset I thought
 what a wonderful day it had been. #2 The dog ran across the street nearly
 missing being hit by a car as it raced by. #3 Enjoying his peanut butter and jelly
 sandwich at lunch Brandon wondered if they would have recess outside.

Page 18
						

Independent Practice: #1 “Ouch, that hurt!” said, Becky. #2 I can hardly wait until Christmas
 Vacation.
 Write one sentence in 1st person about yourself. Use “I’
 Write one sentence about your partner or best friend. Use he/she (and say something nice.)

Page 19
						

Closure What did we learn today? How to identify different points of view in
 narrative text.
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3rd Person Objective Narrator tells story without bias we do
 not know what character’s opinions, thoughts, or feelings are
 Examples are non-fiction books and newspapers. Just tells the facts.
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Example 3rd Person Objective Friday night was Family Fun Night at
 Silas Bartsch.
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3rd Person Omniscient
 The narrator plays no part in the story but knows all the facts, including the characters' thoughts.
 Narrator can offer opinions on behalf of the characters
 Commonly used with longer stories
 Example: Lemony Snicket
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Example: 3rd Person Omniscient Many students went to Silas Bartsch’s
 Family Fun Night
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Guided Practice with teacher “ My mother drove me to the airport with the
 windows rolled down. It was 75 degrees in Phoenix, the sky a perfect, cloudless blue.”
 “Twilight”
 1st person? 3rd Objective 3rd Subjective 3rd Omniscient

Page 25
						

Guided Practice with teacher “ My mother drove me the airport with
 the windows rolled down. It was 75 degrees in Phoenix, the sky a perfect, cloudless blue.”
 “Twilight”
 1st person?

Page 26
						

Guided Practice with Teacher “The fire shrank into self, and in another few
 minutes, the tiny irregular flames would flicker out, would leave her in darkness and allow the chill to spread.”
 “Death of a Confederate Solider”
 1st Person 3rd Objective 3rd Subjective 3rd Omniscient
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Guided Practice with Teacher “The fire shrank into self, and in another
 few minutes, the tiny irregular flames would flicker out, would leave her in darkness and allow the chill to spread.”
 “Death of a Confederate Solider”
 3rd Omniscient

Page 28
						

Guided Practice with Teacher “Once upon a time, there was a an old lady who left
 her cottage and went for a walk in the woods. “The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything”
 1st Person 3rd Objective 3rd Subjective 3rd Omniscient

Page 29
						

Guided Practice with Teacher “Once upon a time, there was a an old lady who left
 her cottage and went for a walk in the woods. “The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of Anything”
 3rd Objective

Page 30
						

Guided Practice with teacher
 “ Once there was a tree and she loved a little boy. And everyday the boy would come and he would gather her leaves and play. The boy loved the tree very much. And the tree was happy”
 “The Giving Tree” 1st Person 3rd Objective 3rd Subjective 3rd Omniscient

Page 31
						

Guided Practice with teacher
 “ Once there was a tree and she loved a little boy. And everyday the boy would come and he would gather her leaves and play. The boy loved the tree very much. And the tree was happy”
 “The Giving Tree” 3rd Subjective

Page 32
						

Guided Practice with Partner “On Christmas eve, many years ago, I
 lay quietly in my bed. I did not rustle the sheets. I breathed slowly and silently.”
 “Polar Express” 1st Person 3rd Objective 3rd Subjective 3rd Omniscient
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Guided Practice with Partner “On Christmas eve, many years ago, I
 lay quietly in my bed. I did not rustle the sheets. I breathed slowly and silently.”
 “Polar Express” 1st Person
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Guided Practice with Partner “Twas the night before Christmas when
 all through the house, not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
 “The Night Before Christmas”
 1st Person 3rd Objective 3rd Subjective 3rd Omniscient
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Guided Practice with Partner “Twas the night before Christmas when
 all through the house, not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
 “The Night Before Christmas”
 3rd Omniscient
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Independent Practice “ A seal is a sea animal with fur. It can
 swim very well. A northern fur seal spends most of it’s life in the sea.”
 “Animals of the Sea &Shore”
 1st Person 3rd Objective 3rd Subjective 3rd Omnisicent
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Independent Practice “ A seal is a sea animal with fur. It can
 swim very well. A northern fur seal spends most of it’s life in the sea.”
 “Animals of the Sea &Shore”
 3rd Objective
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Independent Practice
 “At first we saw no elves. ‘They are gathering at the center of the city,’ the conductor told us. ‘That is where Santa will give the first gift of Christmas.’”
 “Polar Express” 1st Person 3rd Objective 3rd Subjective 3rd Omniscient
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Independent Practice
 “At first we saw no elves. ‘They are gathering at the center of the city,’ the conductor told us. ‘That is where Santa will give the first gift of Christmas.’”
 “Polar Express” 1st Person
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1!1
 Subjective
 •Reader knows thoughts and feelings of character as he experiences events in the plotOmni
 scient
 •Reader knows EVERYTHING about the character and the story Obje
 ctive
 •Reader is told ONLY about events. No thoughts from the character. Unbiased like a newspaper
 1st Person we are Told the story as it Happens to the characterWe know thoughts & feelings
 1 Closing Review
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Today I learned how to contrast the four different kinds of point of view.
 The narrative mode is: the point of view an author uses to convey the plot to the reader. It can be:
 1st Person 3rd Person: Three Types
 Subjective Objective Omniscient
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