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            Louis Kahn (1901-1974) K S VENKATARAMAN Finding simple shelters for protection from unfavorable climate and wild animals might have been the first consideration for man to think of structures. But development of architecture has been the essential parameter of all civilizations. Some civilizations are remembered the most for the heights they had reached in the art of architecture. For example, we may mention the Ishtar Gate decorated with brightly glazed tiles, which was a part of the fortified wall that surrounded the city of Babylon in the late 500’s B.C. The colossal structures called pyramids (burial chambers for early pharaohs) built by the Egyptians in 1000s B.C. may be cited as another example of amazing skills of construction. The Greeks and the Romans also developed their distinctive styles of architecture with tremendous passion. It seems that the people of Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa civilization did not believe in any lavish display that was common with Egyptian and Mesopotamian counterparts. 1 Instead they had mastered the art of providing independent houses and forming streets; and more specifically in town planning with drainage facilities. The human history gives the details of a number of styles and schools of architecture, depending on the emphasis given and commonality of features. We group the structures under several classifications like the Greek Architecture, Christian Architecture, Gothic Architecture, Renaissance Architecture and so on. Neoclassicism Quiet unwilling to discard the impressive classic styles, and efficiently incorporating the modern needs, neoclassicism emerged. Italian Renaissance architect Andrea Palladio may be remembered here as one of the pioneers in these efforts. His work was published in English in 1715. 
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                                        DESCRIPTION

                    Louis Khan has carved out a niche for himself in the field of Modern Architecture. He would continue to be a source of inspiration for the global youth as a professional, artist and creative designer.
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Louis Kahn (1901-1974)K S VENKATARAMAN
 Finding simple shelters for protection from unfavorable climate and wild animals
 might have been the first consideration for man to think of structures. But
 development of architecture has been the essential parameter of all civilizations.
 Some civilizations are remembered the most for the heights they had reached in
 the art of architecture. For example, we may mention the Ishtar Gate decorated
 with brightly glazed tiles, which was a part of the fortified wall that surrounded the
 city of Babylon in the late 500’s B.C. The colossal structures called pyramids (burial
 chambers for early pharaohs) built by the Egyptians in 1000s B.C. may be cited as
 another example of amazing skills of construction. The Greeks and the Romans also
 developed their distinctive styles of architecture with tremendous passion. It seems
 that the people of Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa civilization did not believe in any
 lavish display that was common with Egyptian and Mesopotamian counterparts.1
 Instead they had mastered the art of providing independent houses and forming
 streets; and more specifically in town planning with drainage facilities.
 The human history gives the details of a number of styles and schools of
 architecture, depending on the emphasis given and commonality of features. We
 group the structures under several classifications like the Greek Architecture,
 Christian Architecture, Gothic Architecture, Renaissance Architecture and so on.
 Neoclassicism
 Quiet unwilling to discard the impressive classic styles, and efficiently incorporating
 the modern needs, neoclassicism emerged. Italian Renaissance architect Andrea
 Palladio may be remembered here as one of the pioneers in these efforts. His
 work was published in English in 1715.
 Virginia’s State Capitol building at
 Richmond, Virginia: Typical of
 neoclassical architecture
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Thomas Jefferson’s design for Virginia’s State Capitol building recalling ancient
 Roman temple may be described as typical of neoclassical architecture.
 In his ‘Account of the Capitol in Virginia’, Jefferson has explained that the temple
 form was derived from "the Temples of Erectheus at Athens, of Balbec, and of the
 Maison quarrée. “All of which are nearly of the same form and proportions, and are
 considered as the most perfect examples of cubic architecture, ad the Pantheon of
 Rome is of the spherical" (quoted in Brownell et al 214). Of these, the only structure
 Jefferson actually saw was the Maison Carrée at Nîmes in the south of France. It is
 not clear what Jefferson meant by "cubic architecture," but he set a precedent by
 using a temple form for an important secular building.2
 Modern Architecture
 Modern Architecture emerged to meet the rapid changes that took place in the last
 two centuries. The availability of new building materials like wrought iron, steel,
 reinforced concrete etc. opened up several possibilities. The new ways of living and
 corresponding needs demanded structures suitable for them. The factories,
 railroads, airplanes etc., called for special provisions and facilities. The relevance
 and use of designs came to be appreciated. For example the principles of design
 created by the American architect Louis Sullivan for the Wainwright building
 (1891) are found useful even today in skyscraper designs.
 The Wainwright Building
 Location: 709 Chestnut Street, St. Louis,
 Missouri, USA
 Architect: Louis Sullivan and Dankmar
 Adler
 Year: 1890-91
 Height: 44.81 meters / 147 feet
 Stories: 10
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Louis Sullivan’s theory is based on the principle that tall office buildings should be
 designed in three parts, viz., the base, the middle and the top level.3
 At some point of time in modern architecture ‘ornamentation’ was frowned upon.
 Adolf Loos, an Austrian architect argued powerfully that architectural
 ornamentation of any kind was no longer needed in a modern, advanced society.4
 Frank Lloyd Wright who mainly worked in Chicago locality, markedly improved
 the basic design of American house. He gave importance to openness and space;
 he named them prairie houses. His ideas were appreciated in Europe also.
 We need not think that Modernism is just another style. It has just accommodated a
 new way of thinking about architecture on a basis of needs. As shown in the few
 examples given below, the modern architects have drawn on several design
 philosophies to create buildings that are startling and unique.
 The Herbert F. Johnson
 Museum of Art at Cornell
 University is a Modernist
 building by I.M. Pei.
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Built in 1920, the Einstein
 Tower (Einsteinturm) in
 Potsdam is an Expressionist
 work by architect Erich
 Mendelsohn.
 Le Corbusier's
 United Nations
 Secretariat
 building in New
 York is a famous
 example of the
 International
 Style.
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Louis Kahn (1901-1974)
 Louis Kahn has carved out a
 niche for himself in modern
 architecture.
 Louis Kahn was born at Saarama (Saaremaa) in Estonia in 1901. His family
 migrated to the US in 1905. He studied in the Beaux Art School of Architecture and
 graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1924. He enriched his expertise
 by on the job experience as draughtsman and designer in a number of firms in
 Philadelphia. For the Sesquicentennial Exhibition (1925-26) he acted as the Chief of
 Design. He also served as Design Critic and Professor of Architecture at Yale
 University for 10 years from 1947; and then, he was also the Dean at the University
 of Pennsylvania. He took to design of public assisted housing during depression
 period. During the period from 1948 till last he was a freelancer.
 Louis Kahn is praised as one of the foremost architects of the 20 th century. He was
 recognized by the award of AIA Gold Medal in 1971. He also got the RIBA Gold
 Medal in 1972. He was elected a member of the American Academy of Arts and
 Letters in 1971.
 Kahn was well-rooted in the international style; but he valued his personal aesthetic
 sense and never curtailed his work from his own architectural urges and creative
 spirit. He also showed a perfect sympathy with the site. He showed his talent
 effectively both in contemporary and monumental types of architecture.
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Kahn was very interested in the look and feel of the materials. He used brick and
 concrete creatively. He always gave much importance to the use of sunlight. He
 made it a point that natural light should enter his buildings, for which he used
 interesting kinds of windows and openings. He wanted to use geometric shapes like
 squares, circles and triangles esthetically.
 Louis Kahn traveled a lot and gained first hand impressions of ancient Greek and
 Roman ruins. He made use of his tours in Italy, Greece and Egypt to appreciate
 them and their size and design had special impacts on his works. Their influence
 helped him to introduce combination of modern and ancient designs.
 Another important influence for Louis Kahn was the brick industrial structures with
 large windows in Philadelphia where he grew up.
 Kahn started with housing projects in Philadelphia. His first major project was the
 Yale Art Gallery in New Haven, Connecticut in 1950s. He used brick and limestone
 for the surface. It is the inside of the gallery that shows his depth and imagination.
 Particularly, the triangle-shaped walkway of steps inside the rounded concrete shell
 attracted all.
 Staircase at Yale University Art
 Gallery
 This building can be said to have been his springboard for his professional
 advancement. It made him very popular.
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The Salk Institute, a research center in La Jolla, California, built in 1960s, evidences
 his utilitarian approach. It can be said that he considered beauty and utility equally
 important. There is a marble garden area around which he has built two structures.
 He has deliberately left the outdoor marble area with a simple but striking design.
 All of the many rooms for laboratories command maximum advantage of natural
 light and also enchanting view of the Pacific Ocean.
 Another great architectural achievement of Louis Kahn is the Kimbell Art Museum in
 Fort Worth, Texas, built by him in 1970s. According to some experts, this is his
 best.
 The design of all long rooms with curved vaulted ceilings, facilitates fitting the art
 collections. The building is also special with regard to its look; it looks solid and airy
 as well.
 This art museum has really made him excel himself. In his own words, “The building
 feels…that I had nothing to do with it…that some other hand did it.” If he meant
 that he was able to finish it because of some divine guidance, the somewhat mystic
 and eternal quality associated with the building seems to confirm it.
 Though Kahn’s major contributions are public buildings such as museums and
 libraries, he has left proof for his talent in construction of houses. The Fisher house
 near Philadelphia, consisting of a number of box-shaped buildings, is a case in
 point. He has ideally gone for imaginative blend of glass, wood and stone for these
 buildings. He has also ensured that the windows provide excellent views.
 Louis Kahn’s contributions stand in evidence of his creativity and talent, not only in
 the United States but also in other countries like India and Bangladesh. The Dacca
 Government Center was his longest project. He was engaged in this project for
 twelve years (1962 – 1974). This single project included buildings for several
 purposes like the Parliament, government offices, mosque and dining halls.
 Surrounded by water, it looks like the building is floating. Actually, the building was
 completed only in 1983, that is, nine years after his demise. It is not an
 exaggeration when some experts remark that because of him one of the poorest
 countries of the world is in possession of one of the most beautiful buildings in the
 world.
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His choice of solidity and heaviness make his buildings look more like ancient
 buildings. While his contemporaries favored the use of glass and metal for building
 light and airy structures, he was different by choice from them in preferring stone
 and concrete to create somewhat solid and heavy structures. This has really suited
 for monumental buildings.
 There was a seamy side to his personality, at least from the point of view of buyers.
 He would not compromise his ideas of design. And, he would not also hesitate to
 change his own ideas at any stage; this he would do unmindful of time and money
 involved. He did not work for the sake of money. He worked hard to fulfill his high
 and noble architectural urges. Because of this, the world now has some great
 buildings of architectural excellence.
 Now we may see some of his creative designs that have earned him a name for
 originality, sense of utility, and power of visualization.
 Architect: Louis I. Kahn
 Time: 1960 -1965
 Type of Building: College Dormitories
 Date
 http://www.GreatBuildings.com/architects/Louis_I._Kahn.html
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Esherick House
 Chestnut Hill,
 Pennsylvania
 1959 to 1961
 Wood frame, Dark
 stucco, Large
 windows
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Exeter, New Hampshire School Library
 Reinforced Concrete
 1967 to 1972
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Kimbell Museum Fort Worth, Texas Art Museum
 Reinforced Concrete 1967 – 1972
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National Assembly Dacca, Bangladesh Concrete, Marble
 1962 – 1974
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A view of Institute of Public Administration, Ahmadabad, India e
 School of Government- Brick masonry and Concrete - 1963
 Conclusion
 Louis Kahn was also a nonpareil teacher. Many of his students are now famous in
 the field carrying on his legacy. Louis Kahn’s architecture remains alive and it is
 sure to continue as a positive influence for ever.
 Sources
 1. The New Book of Knowledge (Scholastic Library Publishing) 2006, Danbury,
 Connecticut; A – Page 240; ISBN 0-7172-0540—1 (set)
 2. http://www.bluffton.edu/~sullivanm/virginia/richmond/capitol/capitol.html
 3. http://architecture.about.com/od/skyscrapers/ig/Skyscrapers/Wainwright-Building-.htm
 4. The New Book of Knowledge (Scholastic Library publishing) 2006, Danbury, Connecticut;
 A – Page 374; ISBN 0-7172-0540-1 (set)
 5. http://www.greatbuildings.com/architects/Louis_I._Kahn.html
 6. http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish/2009-12-12-voa1.cfm
 http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish/2009-12-12-voa1.cfm
 http://www.greatbuildings.com/architects/Louis_I._Kahn.html
 http://architecture.about.com/od/skyscrapers/ig/Skyscrapers/Wainwright-Building-.htm
 http://www.bluffton.edu/~sullivanm/virginia/richmond/capitol/capitol.html
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Suggested readings
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 Romaldo Giurgola and Jaimini Mehta. Louis I. Kahn. Boulder, Colorado: Westview
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 Nathaniel Kahn, director. My Architect. DVD Release Date February 15, 2005. Also
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 December 2001. ISBN 1401009964. — Available at Amazon.com
 Heinz Ronner, Sharad Jhaveri. Louis I. Kahn. Birkhauser Verlag, August 1996. ISBN
 3-7643-1347-1. — The definitive complete works of Louis Kahn, in one large Kahn-
 style volume. Available at Amazon.com
 Joseph Rykwert. Louis Kahn. Harry N. Abrams, October 2001. ISBN 0-8109-4226-7.
 — Available at Amazon.com
 Vincent Scully, Jr. Louis I. Kahn. New York: George Braziller, 1962. LC 62-16265.
 NA737.K32S38. p113-114.
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 http://www.amazon.com/dp/1401009964?tag=artificeinc&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=1401009964&creative=373489&camp=211189
 http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0006Q93EM/ref=nosim?tag=artificeinc&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=B0006Q93EM&creative=373489&camp=211189
 http://www.ArchitectureWeek.com/2002/0710/culture_1-1.html
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