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Key Media Theories
 Theorists, Theories –Overview.
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Genre
 • Genres, according to Daniel Chandler, create order to simplify the mass of available information.
 • Tom Ryall– Genre provides a framework of structuring rules, in the shape of patterns/forms/styles/structures, which act as a form of ‘supervision’ over the work of production of filmmakers and the work of reading by the audience.
 • Steve Neale stresses that 'genres are not systems: they are processes of systematisation ... and that genres are instances of repetition and difference’.
 • David Buckingham argues that 'genre is not... simply "given" by the culture: rather, it is in a constant process of negotiation and change‘.

Page 3
						

Genre
 • Alastair Fowler suggests that genres first and foremost provide frameworks within which texts are produced and interpreted. Semiotically, a genre can be seen as a shared code between the producers and interpreters of texts included within it.
 • Tzvetan Todorov argued that 'a new genre is always the transformation of one or several old genres.’
 • Nicholas Abercrombie notes that 'television producers set out to exploit genre conventions... It... makes sound economic sense. Sets, properties and costumes can be used over and over again. Teams of stars, writers, directors and technicians can be built up, giving economies of scale‘.
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Genre +Marxists & Feminists Theorists
 • Marxist commentators see genre as an instrument of social control which reproduces the dominant ideology. Within this perspective, the genre 'positions' the audience in order to naturalize the ideologies which are embedded in the text.
 • Bernadette Casey comments that 'recently ...feminist theorists ... have focused on the way in which generically defined structures may operate to construct particular ideologies and values, and to encourage reassuring and conservative interpretations of a given text‘.
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Auteur Theory• André Bazin founder of Cahiers du cinéma an
 influential film critic magazine helped established the auteur theory, (literally meaning director as creative author) placing directors at the heart of filmmaking.
 • This movement started to take some of the focus off stars and genre as the reason behind a film’s success.
 ALFRED HITCHCOCK | AKIRA KUROSAWA | SPIKE LEE | WOODY ALLEN | QUENTIN TARANTINO
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Narrative
 • Michael Goldburg states that the Classic Hollywood narrative is linear, is structured (3 acts) with a clear beginning, middle and a distinct resolution at the end. The characters in Classical Hollywood Cinema have clearly definable traits, are active, and very goal oriented. They use continuity editing or "invisible" style, the camera, editing and the sound never call attention to themselves. Mise-en-scene is naturalistic.
 • The 5 Act structure is the new norm (Exposition \Development \ Complication \ Climax \ Resolution)
 • David Bordwell says narrative film employ fabula, which comprises the cues and perceptions the viewer receives from the film or story.
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Narrative• Tvzetan Todorov – equilibrium > disequilibrium >
 new equilibrium • Claude Levi-Strauss - constant creation of
 conflict/opposition propels narrative. Opposition can be visual (light/darkness, movement / stillness) or conceptual (love/hate, control/panic). Binary oppositions.
 • Roland Barthes – narrative codes, enigmas or hooks, “open” texts + multiple readings.
 • Vladimir Propp – archetypal characters and narrative actions
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Audience
 • The Hypodermic Needle Model suggests that the information from a text passes into the mass consciousness of the audience unmediated, iethe experience, intelligence and opinion of an individual are not relevant to the reception of the text.
 • This theory suggests that, as an audience, we are manipulated by the creators of media texts, and that our behaviour and thinking might be easily changed by media-makers.
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Audience
 • Paul Lazarsfeld, Bernard Berelson, and Hazel Gaudetsuggested that the information does not flow directly from the text into the minds of its audience unmediated but is filtered through "opinion leaders“, critics, YouTubers etc, thus being influenced not by a direct process, but by a two step flow.
 • This is sometimes referred to as the limited effects paradigm.
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Audience
 Uses and Gratifications Theory
 • Researchers Blulmer and Katz saw that audiences made choices about what they did when consuming texts. Far from being a passive mass, audiences were made up of individuals who actively consumed texts for different reasons and in different ways. They suggested individuals might choose and use a text for the following purposes (ie uses and gratifications):
 1. Diversion – pleasure, escape from everyday problems and routine. 2. Personal Relationships - using the media for emotional and other
 interaction, eg fans as friends, or substituting soap operas for family life
 3. Personal Identity - finding yourself reflected in texts, learning behaviour and values from texts
 4. Surveillance - Information which could be useful for living eg) weather reports, cultural norms, financial news, holiday bargains
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Audience
 • Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs
 • Like the Uses and Gratifications Theory, Maslow looked at how audiences placed elements of their lives into a system of importance. The most important form the base of the triangle and the pinnacle are the things people strive for. Consuming media texts often brings people together who have shared interests, or who look for praise by being fans of a franchise or experts.
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Audience Theory
 Reception Theory
 • Producers can try and position the audience and thus create a certain amount of agreement on what the text / code means. This is known as a preferred reading.
 • Using Stuart Hall's encoding/decoding model of the relationship between text and audience, we see the text is encoded by the producer, and decoded by the reader, and there may be major differences between two different readings of the same text / code as their individual circumstances (gender, class, age, ethnicity) affected their reading. Context is central to reception.
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Representation
 • Media Semiotics by David Chandler defines Media representation as:-
 • “Representation refers to the construction in any medium (especially the mass media) of aspects of reality such as people places objects events and cultural identities. The term refers to the process as well as to its products.”
 • “For instance into the key markers of identity (class, age, gender and ethnicity) representation involves not only how identities are represented within the text but also how they are constructed in the process of production and reception.”
 • This is often addressed by the use of stereotypes as a media shorthand to define groups of people.
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Representation & “Other”
 • Mediation – showing images that the media want people to see. A media production is mediated.
 • Stereotyping – easy short hand, based on widely accepted views - appearance & behaviour.
 • Hegemony – Gramsci suggests society works because we agree to an ideology put on us by the elite, via the media.
 • Pluralism – an opposing notion, we all read messages / images differently due to context.
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Representation
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Media Language / Moving Image(Semiotic Codes)
 In the piece of work studied look at how these are used:• Camerawork: why choose to use certain shot lengths, angles,
 movements & framing?• Editing: use of transitions, pace, screen time, cutaways, cross
 cuts etc? SFX?• Mise-en-scene: use of locations, dress code, nvc, props,
 lighting?• Sound: diegetic: ambient noise, dialogue? Non-diegetic:
 atmosphere tracks, mood music?Are the choices typical of the genre, or unconventional? Will they hold the attention of the target audience?
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Media Language / Still Images(Semiotic Codes)
 • In the piece of work studied look at how these are used:
 • Subject – framing / shot distance / angle
 • Artist – dress code / posture
 • Composition – what is important?
 • Font – / STYLE / size / colour / placement
 • Quotes – Aggressive? Suggestive? Superlatives?
 • Colour & Lighting – bright / dull? Low / high key?
 • What impact do they have on the target audience?
 • Are they conventional for the genre?
 • Do they follow a print ‘house-style’?
 • Do they link together?
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